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PREFACE! 


Thk» scope and plan pf this volume are, I trust, self-evident; 
hut a word or two of comment and suggestion may be useful to 
those who shall use the book in class instruction. In preparing 
it I labored under the disadvantage of having no model. So»far 
as I was able to ascertain, no text-hook of like scope and purpose 
had hitherto been attempted. I was obliged, therefore, Ip put a 
great deal into this volume that 1 might have omitted had there 
been other compact and easily accessible statements of the details 
of modern governmental machinery. Had there been other books 
to which the student might easily resort for additional informa¬ 
tion, I should have confined mysqjf much more than I have felt 
at liberty to # do to the discussion of general principles and the 
elaboration of parallels or contrasts between different systems. 
As it was, I saw no way of doing adequately the work I had 
planned without making this a book of facts. 

The volume, as a consequence, is very large. Realizing this, I 
*have put a great deal of matter, containing minor details and 
most of my illustrations and parallels, into small print, in order 
that any part of such matter that the teacher saw fit to omit in 
class work might be omitted without breaking the continuity 
of the Jtext. At the sh:«e time, the small print paragraphs are 
integral parts of the text, jit>t separated from it as foot-notes 
would be, but running along with it as continuously as if they 
w&re in no vA,y distinguished from the main body of it. • 

In the historical portions I have been greatly straitened for 
space, an^ must depend upon the active and intelligent assistance 
of the tgacher. Picking out governmental facts, as I have done, 
from the^iody of political history, and taking for granted on the 
part of the reader a knowledge of the full historical Getting of 
the facts I have used, I have, of course, been conscious of relying 
* xxxiii 
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upon tlie teacher who uses the volume to make that assumption 
good as regards his own pupils. Large as the book is, it will 
require much supplement in the using. 1 trust that it will on 
that account prove sufficiently stimulating to both pupil and 
teacher to make good its claim to be the right sort of a text-book. 

The governments I have chosen for description were selected 
as types of their several kinds. A knowledge of the constitu¬ 
tions of the states of classical antiquity must always go before 
a study of modern politics; the government of France serves 
excellently as an example of a unitary government of one kind, 
and Great Britain equally well as an example of a unitary gov¬ 
ernment of another kind; Germany exhibits a federal empire, 
Switzerland a federal republic of one sort, the United States a 
federal republic of another; Austria-Hungary shows the only 
European type of dual monarch}- existing to-day, while Sweden- 
Norway have lately furnished a unique example of the peaceful 
dissolution of such a monarchy, llussia, no doubt, lias u place 
apart in European politics, and deserved a chapter in such a sur¬ 
vey as I have here undertaken; but I could not in conscience 
make the volume any bigger. Even two volumes like this could 
hardly contain the chapters that might be written about the 
various administrative and constitutional arrangements to be 
found in Europe. 

In hoping that the book will be acceptable to teachers I have 
relied upon that interest in comparative polities which has been 
so much stimulated in the English-speaking world in very recent 
years. I have meant that it should be in time to enter the doors 
of instruction now in all directions being opened wider and wider 
in American colleges to a thorough stud**- 1 political science. I 
believe that our own institutions can be understood and app-e- 
ciated only by those who know other systems of government as 
w„ll, and the main facts of general institutional history. By the 
use of a thorough comparative and historical method, moreover, 
a general clarification of views may be obtained. For one thing, 
the wide correspondence- of organization and method in govern¬ 
ment,— a unity in structure and procedure much greeter than 
the uninit'ated student of institutions is at all prepared to find,— 
will appear, to the upsetting of many pet theories as to the special 
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excellences of some one system of government,. Such corre¬ 
spondences having been noted, it will be the easier to trace the 
differences which disclose themselves to their true sources in 
history and national character. The*differei,^es ^tre in many 
Nistances nation-marks; the correspondences speak often of com¬ 
mon experiences bringing common lessons, often of universal 
> rules of convenience, sometimes of imitation. Certainly it does 
not now have to be argued that the only thorough method of 
study fti polities is the comparative and historical. I need not 
explain or justify the purpose of this volume, therefore: I need 
only ask indulgence for its faults of execution. 

The work upon which I have chiefly relied in describing mocfern 
governments is the great llanilbiith ties i •ej/enflkheit Jiechts de.r 
Gegonwart, edited by tli£ late Professor Heinrich Marqfmrdscn 
of the University of Erlangen. This invaluable collection of 
monographs on the public law of modern states, which began to 
irppear in 1883, is almost complete. In most cases it embodies 
the latest authoritative expositions of my subjects accessible to 
me, and I have used it constantly in my preparation of this 
work. 

To some of my friends I am tinder sjieeial obligations, of which 
I gladly make grateful acknowledgment, for that most self-sacri¬ 
ficing of services, the critical reading of portions of my manu¬ 
script. This kindnesS*was extended to me*by Professor Herbert 
B. Adams and l)r. J. M. Vinreut of*,Johns Hopkins University, 
Professor J. F. Jameson of Brown University, and Professoi 
Muuroe Smith of Columbia College. To these gentlemen I make, 
my public, acknowledgments, together with my public condolences, 
for their connection wit# this work, ft am sure that they are 
responsible for none of it» inaccuracies aud for many of its 
excellences. 

The seetioli on Swoden-Nonvay in the present edition has been 
largely rewritten by Professor Charles Howard Mellwain, A.M., 
Robert Stockton Pyne, Preceptor in History, Polities, and Eco¬ 
nomies, .Princeton University. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Politiqm. Science is a wora of many meanings; indeed, many 
people in England imagine that it has no precise meaning at all. 
A student who inspects the papers of Political Science set in the 
Indian Civil Service Examination, or even in the Oxford and 
Cambridge Schools, will come away wit^ the id*:a that it‘includes 
a,quantity of vague talk and speculation, theoretical and practical, 
about government in many different ages and countries, and he 
will feel bewildereif as to how to acquire the knowledge of it or 
what limits he is to set himself. This is a great misfortune. 
Although Political Science, in spii of the life-long efforts of 
Professor Seeley, holds a precarious position in English educa¬ 
tion, it is highly honoured in America, where it forms in several 
Universities a faculty by itlelf, while in France the School of 
the Briitical Sciences is^a nursery of the best statesmen and 
administrator*/- f *3&t couhtry. 

There, is no reason why this should not be equally the case in 
England. t Political Science is capable of exact definition, and may 
be s&died with as mucl| precision as anything else. Setting aside 
the history of Political Theory, which is often confounded with it, 
but which oughMo be treated separately, it consists of two main 
branches; one, speculative and deductive, the other, historical and 
indttctive. It * with the latter of these two divisions that Mr. 
Woodrow Wilson’s book i»concerned.'Inductive Political Science 
may at least be regarded as a cl.issificatory science, even if it has 
no higher claim to trace the development of the State jin thejines 
of evolution! If we had at our disposal an accurate account of 
all forms of government now existing on the surface of the globe 
we s should probably possess a description of the most important 



types that ever have existed, and if we were to arrange mem in 
order of complexity, beginning with the most simple and ending 
with the most highly organised, we should probamy have a clue 
to the gradual processes by which they have been evolved. 

A treatise on Politic^' Science written with these aims would 
begin with .the evolution of the family, because the family in 
almost every case precedes the State, and the family, as we 
know it, is a very gradual growth'. It would then adopt some 
classification of Governments, the simplest as well as the oldest 
being that of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy—the Govern¬ 
ment of the one, the few, and the many, which is described by 
Aristotle and has the appr aval of Herbert Spencer. Beginning with 
monarchy, it would be found convenient to trace it from its earliest 
beginnings ( in tribal and heroic monarchy through its various 
forms of feudal monarchy, monarchy limited by Estates, and 
absolute monarchy, down to the constitutional monarchy of the 
present day. In this survey it would probably be best to trect 
the constitutional history of Rome as a whole, although the 
greater part of it is concerned with aristocracy, because the 
constitution of the Roman Empire, from which modern forms of 
monarchy are mainly derived, cannot be understood without a 
knowledge of the history of the Republic. similar manner 
such a book should deal with the history of aristocracy and 
democracy, taking Sparta and Venice as types of the first form, 
Athens and Florence as types of the second. «. this survey full 
use may be made of such existing governments, in whatever' part 
of the world they are found, which may throw light on those 
whose development has been narrated. ‘ • 

This will complete the review of the so-called Simple Govern¬ 
ments, and the inquiry yill ‘conclude with an examination <*f 
Complex Governments, ending with Federal" Governments in their 

two types of the Statenbund and the Bundesstat. 

1 ( 

Political Science is essentially the Science of History, and a 
knowledge of it is indispensable to every serious historical student. 
Until comparatively recent times histories were mere annals, 



* in 


containing notices of all kinds, Pplitical, Religious, and Social, 
the History of Art, Literature, and other matted. It is impos¬ 
sible that History should be written scientifically upon these 
lines. Perhaps Ranke was the firs? who, following the examples 
'of Thucydides and Tacitus, taught us to differentiate in History, 
and to take one point of viewWa lime if $re would have a clear 
vision ; also thatthe most important point of view is the Political 
For nearly a hundred years jjjistory has been written seriously, 
in Germany if not in England, and students Ijave been taught to 
lobk rather at the intrinsic importance of the facts themselves, 
than to the manner of their presentatiqp, or to the adventitious 

plums of gossip inserted in the main structure. 

% * 

Students at our Universities are trained on these lines ; but it 
is difficult to separate Political from other History, <jr to appre¬ 
ciate the importance of it, unless the student has been trained to 
look at the phenomena of Government by themselves as ab- 
stracted from other phenomena with which they are connected. 
He can only receive this training by the study of Political 
Science, which can be taken concurrently with that of History. 
This will give him a clue to the subject, and with this in hand 
he will^nove through the maze of human vicissitudes with firm 
and unfaltering Trained in this school, he will know what 

to look for, and how to arrange a narrative in due perspective. 

It is sotpetime**said that Social History is of more importance 
than Political History* and tj»at the best preparation for an 
historian is not Politics but Economics. Political Science has 
this advantage over Economics, that it is more limited and more 
precise. Man, Is Aristotle has told us, is a political animal, 
tyeif <jf all races and colours and under all conditions tend to 
fdhn Governments of sqjne kind. H’he Patriarchal Family is 
a kind of Government* Therefore, in tracing the evolution of 
governtnent, we are watching the working of a forre whi^h is 
inherent in * man as man, which is a common 'Actor in all 
humanity, and we find, at first to our astonishment, that political 
problems are worked out in the same way by men who can have 
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SOPPygMENTABY TO THE TOPICAL A 1LYSI8. 

[The refergnces ar*to seetioa^J 

Accounts, French Chamber of, origi- Appeal, French Courts of, 472; the Eng- 
. nated, 378, Prussian Supreme Cham- ( lish Court of, 922. 

ber of, 577. Apjieals, U. S. i :der»l Courts of, 1311. 

Achieans, supremacy of, in Homeric Archo» creation of^the office of, in 
times, 78. Atftuis, 119; number of archons in- 

Adaptation the rule of political action, creased to nine, 120; the, Eponymus, 
1435 it teg., 1445-1448,1535. • 120; the, Basileus, 120; the, Potemar- 

Ad judication as a source of Law, 142f, chus, 120; the Themnothetm, 120. 

1422. Areopagus, the Senate of the, rela-ions 

Administration, organization of Greek, of Solon to, 134; powers of, curtailed 
159; sphere of imperial, in Germany, by Ephialtes, 153. 

630,542-555. Argos, supremacy of, 80. • 

Administration and legislation under Aristocracy, English and ancient, coa- 
modern systems, 1384-1386. trusted, 1403. 

‘ Administration,’ the, of the Prussian Aristotle';* analysis of the forms of gov- 
Government District, 600-003 its eminent, 1395, 1396; his cycle of de- 

President, 6dS; its methods of work, gen.uacy and revolution, 1397; in the 

6Qg. • light of the modern facts of pslitics, 

Administrative Courts, French, *68,469; 1398 et teg. *•’’ 

Prdssian, 620-628"Swiss, 727. Army, reform of Boman, by Servius, 

Administrative system of the Frankish 162-185: place and pomjr of Boman, 
monarchy,-4J7 et '.eg. unller ne Empire, 22$; administra- 

^Egean, Greeklsettlement of. 07. ’ tion, of German, 553# Swiss federal. 

Agriculture, English Boar.i of, 877:! 680; the Austro-Huflgarian, 750; in 

Departmentiof (U.Sj? 1.350. i Sweden and Norway, 806. 

Alexander, Hellenization of the East by, Arrrndv tement, the French, 347, tcru- 
88. Mn d\ 402, 455. 

' Amendment*:! French cnnstitqjjon J98, Arrondissemental Council, French, 455. 
* 410, 411; ot the German constitution, Irsenals tnd dockyards of the United 
499; of the Swiss federal, 698; of the j Stat.., 1269. 

Swedish coustitutifin, 823? of the Nor-; Arn. 'es of Confederation, the, 1068. 
wegian constitution, 830; of American Arj a , the, fftmily, 0-8. 
state constitutions, 110l-1107; of the! Aryan Baces, the, tVeir significance ia 
American federal, 1262. the historj of government, 2, 3. 

America, the English odKupation of, Asia Minor, settlement of the coasts of, 
1032, by the Greeks, 67. # 

Amphitityony, the Jlelpldc, 75 % Assemblies, die colonial, in Virginia, 

Anisgericht, the PrussiA, 618,019,625. 1047* their development, 1056,1057. ( 

/Ancestors, primitive worship of, $>, 26. Assembly, the Athenian popular, instk 
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toted by Solon, 132; payment for | 
attendance opon the Athfnian, 1515; 
the Spartan, 109; summoned by the 
Ephors, 111; relations of, to Lycur- 
gus» 117; the French Constituent,-of 
the Revolution, 388, 390; French con¬ 
stituent, of 1871M876, 394 ^he French 
National, 399, 410-417. 

Athens, see Topical Analysis; tenure of 
property in, 1500. , 

Audit, Court of, French, 469. • 

Auditor, The, of au American state, 
1202, 1204. . , * 

Augustus, transmutation of republican 
into imperial institutions by, 214-219. 

Australia, tlm governments 1023. 

Austria, originated in Ostmark, 481 ;*i 
won by Rudolplt'of Habsburg, 482 f in j 
the German Confederation, 48% out 
of Germany, 492; see Topical A nalysis. 

Authority, government rests upon, 1387. 

Baden, relations of, to other German 
States, 487, 491, 493, 490. 

Bailli, use and development of office of, 
in France, 380, 381. 

Ballot, The, in the U. S., 1146. 

Basileus, the arcbon, 120. 

Bavaria, relations of, to oth^r German 
States, 487,491, 493, 496; independent 
administration of railways, 546; in¬ 
dependent postal and telegraph ser¬ 
vice, 551; * ■ d military administ ration, 
553. 

Benefice, the feudal, 305; in England 
and Franc!} 309. 

Berlin, government of, 616. 

Bernadotte, 789 j 

Bluntschli, Dr. J, C., definition of a 
state, 12. 

Board of Trade, the English, 876. 

Bohemia, acquisition of, by Austria, 

732; history of, 740-742. < 

Bonapartists, French, 394. 

Boroughs, English , representation/of, 
in House of Gnmmons,t648, 850, 891; 
geographical relations of, to counties 
in parliamentary.representation, 893; 

‘County’boroughs,955,£95; creation 
and constitution of, 989-992; Judicial 
states of, 993; classes jtud powers of, 
995-1000; and urban districts, 1001; 
Ametican, 1246 et seq. 

Bosnia, 737,W51. - , 


Bourgeoisie, gift it. by French kings, 
362. 

Brandeaburg, thefdark, 481 et seq. 

Budgft, the national; in England, 880; 
the county, 971-973. 

Budgejt Committee, the Frenc% 434. 

Bundesgeridtt, the Swiss, see Federal 
Court. • 

Bundesralh, the German, its composi¬ 
tion and character, 500; representa¬ 
tion of the stated ir* 501 f functions! 
of, 504-509, its organization, 510-515. 

Bur.desr<fth, the Swiss, set/ Federal 
Council., •» 

Burke, Edmund, on the development of 
the colonial assemblies in America, 
1056. * 

Cabinet, the French, 419, 421; the Eng¬ 
lish, its origin, 856; stages of its de¬ 
velopment, 857; history of ministerial 

• responsibility, 858, 859; as Executive, 
860, 889; the Sovereign not a member 
of, 861; position of, 862; appointment 
of, 863; its composition, 864-867; its 
parliamentary responsibility, 868,869; 
its legal status, 870; itB function in 
legislktion, 871. 

Caesar, Julius, place in Roman constitu¬ 
tional history, 216. 

Canada, the Government of, 1016-1022. 

Cantonal Legislatures, the Swiss, 644’- 
649; Executives, in Switzerland*660. 

Cantons, the Freu-li, 456; the Swiss, 
governments of, see Topical Analysis. 

Capets, concentration of feudal power 
by the, 323, 352, 371, ti l". 

Carolingians, rise and* influence off 
322. 

(jassation Court, 1 ’the French, 472; courts 
of theSSwiss cantons, 705; chamber 
of the Swiss federal coujjt,'720. 

t!Sl8», Roman, 191. . ( 

Centuries created by 8ervius, 163; par¬ 
ticipate i|fc the ahoice of consuls, 165- 
170; later civil functions of, 205. 

CJhambers, French, sovereignty of, 399; 
as National Assembly 410-417; gov> 
eminent far the, 435; in case of unlaw¬ 
ful dissolution of, $09. . 

Chancellor, the Imperial, in Germany, 
533-539; in |he Blfl&erath, 810,511, 
540; and ffie Vice Chancellor, 541; 
the*Swiss federal,685. * 
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Chancellor, the Lord, ir. fcnglanfl, 888,1 Classes, the four property, created by 
925. ’ ' Solon, 128; the five property, created 

•Chancery, English i.purt of, its origin, by Servifts, 103; non-citizen, in Athens,' 

817; division of til High Cdhrt, 920,' 157; in Spfcrta, 104; in Borne, 17£^ 

921. * constitutional influence of, in Borne, 

Change, principles of, in primitive so- 177-190; in general in ancient politics, 
ciety, 80, 32-41; effected by cdmpeti- 244- 

tion of customs, 33, 34;*by migration Cleistnenes. reforms of, in Athens, 141- 
and conquest, 30,37; by imitation and 148; sui ess of constitutional meas- 

by individual ini,*iativ|, 39, 40. ures of, i49; n-w Citizens introduced 

Charles tim Great promulgates version , by, 14%, legit..;’.on of, with regard to 
of the Romas? I.aw, 2!I7, 321; estab- demes, 143: new tribes of, 144; new 
lishes l»fioly Roman Empir-,’ 320. ^plirallies, '5; expansion of jury 

Charters, American colonial, 1050-fb52; court:, if?; ostra ism, 148; effects of 
and cpnstitutions, role of,"in modern reforms of, 119-15’. 
political development, 1308 ct seq. Code, the, of Draco, 122-126; the first 
Choice in the development of institu- > Roman' the XII. Tabled 253; the, of 

tions, 20; of rulers a step of develop- JlierW wins, 380, «pf>; of Justinian, 

ment in primitive society, 40. 280 of Alarie, 297, .126; of Sigismnnd, 

Church, the Boman Catholic as a unify- 2>jf, of Napoleon, 337, 342. 
ing force in the Middle Ages, 318, Codrus, the last king of Athens, 118; 
319. ‘ • , I family of, in the archonship, 119. 

Circle (County), the Prussian, 606-610; ; Colonial, English, expansion, 1011; Eng- 
the basis of local government, 611; lish, policy, 1012-1014; courts, powers 

its Committee, 607, 627; its Diet, 608, j of, 1024, 1025; governors, powp> s of, 

609; the Austrian financial, 773. 1027; organisation in NewJSngiand, 

Cities, Imperial, of Holy Boinan Em- 1040; expansion without separation in 

pire, 483; Prussian, government of, the South, 1044; society in the South, 

613-617; English, government of, see ( 1045. 

Boroughs; American, 1240 cf srr ; ( Colonies, English, government of, sea 
their organization, 1251-1153. Topical Analysis; in New England, 

Citizen, approach of the ancient Gr&ek 103c-1040; in the Sonth, 104%-1048; 

Ottoman, to qpniplete membership of the Middle, in America 1049; deveP 

the state, 52. opment of constitutional liberty in the 

Citizenship, begins* to be dissociated America.’, 1056-1058; their political 

from kinship, 243; Roman, and the sympathy, 1059; separatfness of their 

law, 272; inAlie Herman Empire, 556,, governments, 1066. 

1124; in Switzerland, 66o. 1124; in i Colonics, tl.e Greek, juid the Greek 
. Auqfgia-Hungary, 760; m Sweden colonial system, 70; constitutions of 
Norway, 80&; in tho»f/.,S., 1119,1120; Greek, 71, 72; law of constitutional 
elements of confusion tonclyng, 112?; modification among Greek, 73. 
naturalization, 1122, 1123; under a Columbia, District of, 1260, 1268; the 
confederation, 1125. _ courts o£, 1319,1320. 

’City,’ the ancient, at first a confeder-< omito.'n •, the Teutonic, 290, 293; and 
ate centre, 49-52; contrasted with feudal relations, 309. 
modern centres or*population, 49; a \Comuia curi\ta, 160elects Tribunes, 
confederacy of ‘ houses^’ 51; religion | 178, survives changes, 205; centuri- 
of the, 56; decay of the antique, 5T; ata, creation and ^xiaracter, 163,165; 
absorbs its constituent parts, 59-61; chooses consuls, 166-168 ; slater powers 
the, of Soion, 118; the, (he centre of of, 265; tributa absorbs legislative 
ancient politics^Ml. sovereignty .205. 

Civil Service Rqfoyn, 1330-1332; tom- Commjpdatiotf, feudal, 310. 

mission, 135?. •* % Commerce, Interstate, regulation of, lif 

Claims. U.S. Court of. 1312. . U.8.. 1116. 
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Commission, the French Departments],' Connecticut, Charter of*1051. 

453. Conquest, effect ol on race habits and 

Committees, French legislative, 431-434; ( institutions, 37; teffects of, on Roman* 
• of German Bundesrathf 514; of Ger- ’ constitution, 17*, 199-203;,effects of, 
matvffeicAsfag, 526. upon Teutonic institutions, 300-303; 

Committees, Standing, in American effects of, upon Teutonic institutions 
state legislatures, 1141, 11*2; ml the in England. 834. * 

federal Senate (U.S.), 1280-1283; of Concilia pfe&ij, 181,186, 205. . 
the federal House of Representatives Consilium tribulum plebis elects Trib- 
(D.S.), 1293-1298. , nnes, 181. # • 

Common Law courts, in American Constantine, govertmqptal fcforms o^ 
states, 1151-1162. 233-237; separation *ot *ivil from 

Common Pleas, English Cpurt of, its ny litar^ command by, 233 f territorial 

origin, 847. division # of the Empire iig, @3-235; 

Commons, House of, its origin, 954; its civil provincial officers under,*233-235; 


original character, 890; county and 
borough rS^resentativeB in, 891;' r&J 
form of representation in, 894-990; 
election and term of, 901-904; sum¬ 
mons, electoral writ, prorogation, 905- 
908; organization of, 909; hall and 
seating of, 910. 

Communes, medieval rural, in France, 
357; the modern French, their organi¬ 
zation, functions, etc., 457-467; the 
Prussian rural, 612; the Prussian city, 
J513-618; the Swiss, 660-662; the Aus¬ 
trian, 773, 774; ihe Hungarian, 782; 
the Swedish, 821; the Norwegian, 829. 

Competition, Equalization of, 1521. 

Comptroller, the, of an American state, 
120?, 1204. 

ComptrolletaGeneral, position and power 
of, in pre-revolutionary France, 386. 

Conceptions, certain legal, universal, 
1449. «k . 

Confederacy of the Rhine, 487-489,496^ 

Confederation, principle of, in primitive 
society, 48-52; a, contrasted with a 
modern federal state, 1372-1376. 

Confederation, the Swiss, its emergence 
in Germany, 484; the German, of lSl5, 
489; the North German^ 491; the 
American, q f 1781,1067; its constitu¬ 
tion,1068; its weakness, 1069; cit^jn- 
ship under a, 1125. / 

Conflict of Laws in the D.8., 1108-1114. 

Conflicts, French Tribunal of, 475; 
Prussian fonrt of, 628; Swiss Federal 
Assembly as a court of, 701. 

Congnss, the, of the Confederation, 
1067-1169; of the U.8.*’ 1273 seq.; 

• Acts, of, 1299-1305; and the Execu¬ 
tive, 1283, J.298,1334,1335 v 


military provincial officers under, 236; 
household offices efcablished by, 237* 

Constituent functions of government 
1478,1496-1503. 

Constitution, Spartan, 101 ef seq.; an¬ 
cient Roman, 164; tendencies.of later 

• Roman republican, 204-206; the 
French, framing of, 39(1; character of, 
398,399; amendment of, 399,410,411- 
414; the Swiss, 635; its character, 
636-638; its indefinite grants, 639; 
its guarantee of cantonal constitu¬ 
tions? 641; its amendment, 698; 
Austro-Hungarian, of 18417 , 743,745; 
the Swedish, oscillating development 
o(,788; Its amendmen|, 821; the Nor¬ 
wegian, 790,791; its amendment, 831; 
the English, 917; of the U.S.m and 
colonial precedents, 1071-1073; char¬ 
acter of the government formed'by it, 
1074 et seq.; powers granted bf it to 
the federal government; *1092; powers 
withheld by it from tie states, 1093^ 
powers left b f y it to states, 10!t‘, 1096; 
its general character, 1862; its amend- 

* ment, 1062. _ 

Constitutional development, English, as. 

•turn? red with America!!, 1060 et sea. 

Constitutions, Greek, id); American 

state, nag-constitutional provisions 
in, 1096-1099, 1130; amendment of, 

1101-1107. ; 

Consuls, Roman, creation of office o(, 
166; chosen by Comitia Centuriata, 
166-168; relations of, to'Senate, 171, 
172; steps toward!*.the adlnission of 
plebeians to office of, 192; under the 
Empire, 21$ 216,220; of Italian towns, 
359 
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Contract, absence of the i.Tea of, from 1090, 1322* the, of American states, 
primitive society. .3; *. j, theory of 1147-1172; of the U. S., 1310 et seq.; 

1 the origin of goven j.scnt, 14 . their procedure, 1321. 

Control, Central, ovei|io<-al adnftnistra-tCrete, power and institutions of, 79. 
tive bodies in Franc ', 554, 455f464- Criminal law, diversities of, in U.S.,* 
467; in England, 999,1000,1003,1009; 1112. • 

in American state governments* 1184- Croatia, atouired by Austria, 735. 

1188,1206-1208. • Croatia-Slavonia, go. eminent of, "83. 

Control hot necessarily administration, Crown Calon.cn, government of the pres- 
1526. • | ent Englih, 1027: £a America, 1055. 

Conveniences of so^ety, the, adminis- Crusaded, the, ai. ‘ the modimval town's, 

" tration <^, bysfhe state, 1509. 363 ; anJi the meuiseval French mon- 

Corporatipes, law-making by, 1428; archy, 372. 

regulatii^aof. by the state, 1507. * Curin’, the^loman, confederate part in 
Corpus iuris Civilis, 281, 282f; study of, early poi, ics, 'W; exclusive Assembly 
in the Middle Ages, 281, 328; subsidi- of (ComUla cu. iota), elects Tribunes, 
.ary authority inWlormany, 343. j a 170; sufrives change, 20S» 

Council of Elders under patriarchal Custom, rue reign of, in primitive so- 
presidencies, 44, 45; the Spartan, 108; ciety, 2i, 28; an 9 written law in 
election to Spartan, 110; probouleutic i Fr#t c, 327; local, and Boman law 

legislative functions of Spartan, idS; in France, 337-342; as a source of 

judicial functions of Spartan, 108, fell, law, 1417,1418, 1429,1430. 

113; associated with early Koman Customs, differences of, in primitive 
kings, 160. society, 31; antagonism between, 32; 

Council of Ministers, French, 419,422; competition of, 33; prevalence of an- 
Frussian, 576. perior, 34. 

Council of State, the French, originates Czar, the, of Russia, nature of Bis power, 
in Feudal Court, 377, 378; its develop-1 1439, 1446. 

ment and differentiation, 378; its com- | 

position and functions, 46-; the Prut- Dalmatia,‘acquired by Austria, 736. 
sian, 575; the Norwegian&H-WH. Danes, The, 784. 

Council of States (Stantlerath), The Deceit - ire, The, 253. 

'Svpss, its composition, 693, 691; its Delegations, the Austro-Hungaridh,755. 

functions, 096-698. Delos, the Confederacy ofTand its influ- 

Counhils, the English County, their ence upon the position of Athens, 82; 
constitution, 957-961; their .lowers, transmuted into AtheniMi empire, 84. 
964,1174; Aiupricun city, 1251 Delphi, c atre of an amphictvony, 75; 

County, the English, and > He Saxon ! * influence of the Oracle at, 77; seat of 
Kingdom, 836; representation of, in I religious games, 81. 

House of Commons, §91: geographical . Denies, new at rangement anti combina- 
relations of, to boroughs in parlii- tion of, by Cieisthencs, 143. 
meftarjn representation, 851, 893;. its Aijjms (l>eople), the primith Greek, 
historical trootage, 942; ear^ evolv composition and character of, 48. 

• tion of its’ organs, 943; see Topical ' i 'emoerai^, its present anil ful ure prev- 
Analysis; the, in the V. S., 1240-1242; i rien. ,1404; the mrffiern, different 
in the South, 1049, 124^ where the • in 'Viral from the ancient, 1405; and 
township exists, 1245. ' m a!,-, ivrtiamre, llOif; growth of the 

ponnty Coarts* the English, at present* democratic id"a, Iwi. 

927-929; the ancient, 942, 943. Denmark, union of, withtSweden and 

Courts, the English law,4heir deriva- Norway, 786. 
tion, 84g; theijOpresent composition Departments of Administration, func- 
and jjirifldictjpn, 919 et seq i : jlhwers tions of FVeucli, 438; the German 
o^English colonial, ld*J4; iuterpreta- imperial, ,530-554; the Prussian, 573^ 

Itionof federal law liv American state. the Swiss federal. 672-674; the Com* 
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mon, of Austria-Hungary, 749; and 
the Delegations, 768; the Austrian, 
7(12; the Swedish, 815; the Norwe¬ 
gian, 824; the English^ 873 et seq.; • 
* American federal, 1336-1361. 
Departments, the French, organized by 
Napoleon, 390; their present, organiza¬ 
tion, 442-464. * 

Deputies, French Chamber of, composi¬ 
tion, etc., of, 40F-404; dissolution of, 
•by President, 415-418. 

De-socialization, modern, of'the state, 
1492. 

Development of government, probative 
early, see Topical Analysis; continu¬ 
ity of, 1352; order discoverable in, 
1364 ; couqge of, in the anc~nt werld. 
1354; England’s contributions to, 1356 
et seq.; contriff jtions of the Romans 
to, 1357 et seq. • 

Diet, Hungarian, 778-781. 

Diocletian, division of Empire by, 231, 
232. 

Discipline, the Spartan state, 114, 
117. 

Discussion begins to determine institu¬ 
tions, F45; scientific, as a source of 
-'Law, 1426. 

Dissolution of French Chamber of Dep¬ 
uties by the President, 415-<18. 
District, Prussian Government, 599-604; 
its Committee, 604, 627; the Prussian 
Magisterial, 611; Courts, Prussian, 
618 et setfT; Courts, Prussian Supe¬ 
rior, 618 et seq.; the Swiss, 659; Eng¬ 
lish locaL government, rural, 984; 
urban, 986? women voters in English, 
987. I * 

District Attorned, the U.S., 1317.^ 
Divorce, conflict of laws touching, in 
U.S., 1109, 1110. 

Domains, Prussian Chamber of War 
and, 561 et seq., 600; fusion of the 
administration of War ant Domains 
in Prussia, 1*35; Chambers, Prussian, 
563,564. , r 

Draco, his code,'22-126. *' 

Durham, Lord, in\J3anada, 1014. 

t 

East, Helleifization of, bf" Alexander, 
88 ; character of Greek civilization in 
the,*89-90. r 

^Economic Council, the Prussian,*„78. 

' Economic laws,' in Sweden, 796. 


Economic relations of Austria and Hun* 
gary, 753. 

Edict, the Prsetorfc, 260; of the Roman 
provincial goveisiors, 268; codification 
of fhe, 279. 

Education Department of the English 
Privy Council, 883, 1007. « 

Education, Riblic, plan of, in England, 
1008; a function of the state, 1511, 
1534. | c 

Elders, Council o^ under fiatrlarchal 
presidencies, 44, 45;*loss of separate 
powers* 60; the Spartan Council of, 
168; election of Spartan, HO; Judicial 
functional of the Spartan Launch of, 
108, 111, 113; probouleutic legislative 
functions of, 108;goss of importanqe 
by, 243. 

Elgin, Lord, on the powers of English 
colonial governors, 1019. 

Emperor, the Austrian, as Emperor- 
JCing, 746-748; as monarch of Austria, 
* 761, 765; power of, to legislate in 
recess of Reichsrath, 770; as King of 
Hungary, 775. 

Emperor, the German, 497, 498; shares 
sovereignty of the Empire only as 
King^of Prussia, 500. 

Emperor, the Roman, creation of office 
and powers of, 214-218; nationality 
of later incumbents of office of, 226. 
Empire, Athenian, 84., ' 

Empire, the German* origination If 
present, 493, 496; government of, see 
Topical Analysitf. *• 

Empire, ‘Holy Roman,’ establisLment 
and influence of, in Middle Ages, 3%, 
321; influence of, on spread of Roman 
law in Germany, 343; history t «f, 34 S 
et seq. ', „ 

Empire, Roman, establishment of, 209, 
211-218^ causes which led tp, 2dlt-212; 
*,growt|i of new offices unf'.er, 222, 228- 
230, 263-238; division of Roman into. 
Eastern and Western, 90,99,239,240; 
effect of,<ipon jKditics, 248; unifying 
influence of the Holy Roman, in the 
.Middle Agel, 320, 321.. 

England, entrance of Roman law into' 
349, 350. «. 

English, the, and <{ie Romans com- 
pa*jd, 1357-1359; contrasted, 1360, 
1361. * r J, 

English institutions, adaptation of, jn 
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America, 1033.1034 1060«' teg.; grew tinguishing marks of the modern, 
by consolidation. i< 1 '1., , 1377-137% 

TSphialtes, constitution ul refoiny of, ini Federation the process of growth in 
■ Athens, M3. * ” America, ldil. 

Kphors, the Spartan, 1,1 1111. Feudalism, a fusion of Germanig with 

Eponymus, the Archon, 120. ^ Roman institutions and conceptions. 

Equity, courts of, in American states, 299;sdefi«ed, 304. Meal differences in 

116S-1J65; fusion of, yith common methods of, 309; >csults of, 311-314; 

law, If04; as a source of law, 1423- unifying inriu nces phecking, 317-321; 

1425. * 1 centralizing fur es resulting from, 

Estates, PAissiaa CAnmnnal, 598. 322-324 • and s. ereignty, 313; and 

Estimates jJUie, ill England, 881. the tov ns, 314: ejects of, in France, 

Ethics, lAw and, 1454. * , <151,353-^^5: and the Crusades, 303, 

Eupatrids0^e Athenian, and the early 372, in Germany contrasted with 

archori&hip, 120; and the party of the feudalism in Fran.- • 476 et seq.; in 

plain, 121; as landlords and creditors, j Sffjf/.crhmd 630 • the Noynan, in Eng- 
•128, 129; prefe *ed for office under * land, 839 ; the feudal system in Eng- 
the Solonian constitution, 130; shut land, 31* ; and theVnoderu monarch, 

out from exclusive privilege by Cleis- 135J and the functions of govern- 

theues, 142-147. ^ ! ment, 1489-1491. 

Exchequer, English Court of, its origin, Finance, administration of, in Frussia 
847; the Chancellor of the, 880. • I down to time of Frederic the Great, 

Executive, administrative and judicial! 503, 504. 

powers of French, 436; the Swiss can- j Folk-moot, the English, 946. 
tonal, 650; the Swiss federal, 603 et ; Force at the basis of government, ’357 
seq.; of an American state, 1174-1182; el seq.; in ancient and in miglern sys- 
contrasted with federal, 1183; its real terns, 1389, 1390. ^ 

character, 1185-1188; several tifficers Foreign Affairs, in the German Empire, 
of, 1189-1205; constitutional diffusion 542. • 

of, 1206; no hierarchy, 1208; the fed- Forms of government, 1394 et seq. See 
eral (U.S.), lj!23 et seq.; relation?of, Tophal Analysis. 

/o Congress, 128|, 1298,1334,1335. * France, entrance of Roman laws into,. 

f 335-342. See Topical Amalysii 

Family, the, its origin: was it patri- Franchise, the parliamentary, in Prus- 
archal? 5; the Greek and Roman, 6; sia, 583, o84; parliamentary, in Aus- 

developineut of the state fiom the tria* 765 ■ Hungarian, 778^Norwegian, 

patriarchal ,Vl , the primal unit of *825: in England, 891-894-84); in the 
■^political orjjuiization, 22. and the’ English county, 962;*in the English 

■stalSpl533. . ■ parish, 978; in Eng. districts, 985-987 ; 

Father, the, affthority *bf, necessary tg in the English boroughs, 9*12; in the 

perfected government in primitive ^ncrican states, 1121, 114.3, 1144; in 

society, 211 early sanction of author- federal elections (t T .S.), 1291,1292. 

Jty of, 22; primitive priesthood,f the? Frederic tip* Great, 486. 

*53, 54. F inctio’ of Government, see Topical 

Federal Assembly, th* Swig*, 686-701. .% - In sis. 

Federal control In Switzerland, 681. 

Federal Council, the Swiss; 664-677; .Galicia, 736. 

.mixed functions. 675-679; as an ad- Games, the various sacred, IJJ; influence 
ministrative court, 727. 0 of, in Gre^e. 81. » 

Federal Court., the Swiss, its origin, Gemeinur, tiie Swiss, see Communes. 

636,684,^712; it#fcomposition, 71%; its General Council, the, of the 1%-ench 
jurisdiction J/H7-JB6. * • Department, 409,447-452. 

FqdAal State, the moderfi, contrasted ‘ Generality,’ the French, 384; > gives 
%itH Confederations, 1372-1376 f dis- M place to xoderti Department, 390. 
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Gens, Me ‘ House.’ 

Germany, entrance of Roman law Into, 
343-348. 

.Gneist, Professor, influence of, upon 
Prussian administration, 668. 

Gods, private family and city, in primi¬ 
tive times, 54. • 

Government, its origin in kinship, 4; 
choice in the development of, 20; its 
beginnings in fee discipline of the 
patriarchal family, 21; am organ of 
society, 1393, 1618, 1522, 1528. See 
Topical Analysis. a 

Governors, powers of Engfish colonial, 
1027; of American states, 1174; their 
term of office, 1178; their qualifica¬ 
tions, 117?; their relations t o’ffl.het 
state officials, ,1183-1187, 1206; their 
duties and powers, 1189-1194. 

Gracchi, the, measures and fate of, 212. 

Graf, The, as an official under the 
Frankish monarchy, 477, 478, 480. 

Great Council, The, of the Norman 
kings, 840; evolution from it of Par¬ 
liament, the Cabinet, and the courts 
of law. 843 et se.q. 
renter Britain, 1031. 
reece, Governments of, see Topical 
Analysis. ( 

Greeks, original migrations of, 63-65; 
influence of the Phoenicians upon the, 
66 ; r remigrations and settlement of 
the Mediterranean, 67-69; colonial 
system of the, 70-73; union and na¬ 
tionality among, 74; religious com¬ 
munity aflhong, 75-77; political aggre¬ 
gations of, 78-80; games and festival^ 
among, 81; 4>stern and western, 89, 
98; subjection of the, to Rome, 99. 

Guilds, the medieval trade, 315. 

Gustaf Adolf, 788. 

Gustaf Eriksson, 787. 

Habit conditions legal development, 
1435-1444. 

Hardenberg, Coynt, 567. 

Heli.ua, institution of the, in Athens,, 
and character apd functions of, 133; 
ezpansioilrof, by Cleisthenes, 147. 

‘ Hellas,’ meaning of the term, 62; law 
of constitutional modification in, 73. 
See Topical Analysis.' , 

' Hellenptamix , officers of the Delian Con¬ 
federacy, $1, 


Helots, the fipartan, 103- 
Helvetic Republic, the, 634. 
Herzegpvina, ?37J751. 

High Court of Juftice, the English, 920, 
92li 926, 928, 931. 

Hobbes, Thomas, the Leviathan of, 14; 
viefa on the origin of political soci¬ 
ety, 14; t^pory of a Law of Nature, 
14; idea of an original state q v war, 14. 
Hohenstaufenf the,*t82. 

Home Office, the Ek.glnjh, 87t. , 

Home Rule in Bohemia and Hungary, 
7^0, 74*. * * 

Hooker, Richard, Ecclesiastical Polity,, 
14; on file law of Nature ifl its con¬ 
nection with the origin of society, 
14. *■' - 

‘House,’ The, or gens, 8; a complete 
organism within the ancient ‘ city,’ 
49; its junction with a phratry, 50; 
'a constituent member of the ’city,’ 

• Cl; political disintegration of, 60, 
61. 

House of Representatives, see Repre¬ 
sentatives, House of. 

Household Officers, under the Roman 
Empire, 228, 237; in the French Mon¬ 
arch*, 377. 

Houses, reasons for two legislative, in 
England, 852, 853; in U.S., 1133-1136; 
flames df two legislative, in American 
States, 1138. < - 

Hundred, the Engli 'H and its ‘■Moot, - 
835. , 

Hungary, acquisition of, by Austria, 
731, 734; relations of, to Austria, 738. 
See Topical Analysis.^ 

Imitation, tribal and individuals. force 
of change ins primitive society, 39, 
'40. * * 

Impeachment, history of ministerial, iq 

* EngVvid, 858; disappearance of, in 

England, 859. * *- 

India, govqynmenj of British, 1028-1030. 
Individualism, unknown in ancient poli¬ 
tics, 1408; introduced with Christian- 
*‘ity and the prevaleilbe of Teutonic 
institutions, 1409; relative under 
feudal system, 1410; destroyed by 
thj modern monarchy 1ft its first 
forms,. 1411 j revised Ijy Renaissance 
and Reforftation, f412. f 

Initiitive, popular, in Switzerland, 614; 
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individual, entrance and influence of, 
in primitive sock ! j 39 
instruction, Superior v'nuncil oi Public, 

• French, 409. I * 1 

, Intendant, the FreneY 383; anJk the 
Comptroller-G&neral, 386. 
Inter-carftonal judicial comity in^witz- 
erland, 728. * 

Interior ^Department of the (U.S.), 1346- 
1349. 9 • | 

yiternatioftal Law, *457-1459. 
Interpellatsonsfn the French Chambers, 
428. 4 • » 

. Interpreta4i*n, growth of Roman law 
by, 254, 258-260, 274, 275; 4s a source 
of law, 1421, 1422. 
j nterrex. The Ronmn, 160. 

Interstate Commerce, regulation of, 
in U.8., 1116; the, Commission, 
1151. 

Ireland, the administration of, 887. 

Italy, Roman government of, 197. i 

Joint Councils, The, of Sweden and Nor¬ 
way, 799. 

Judges, election of American state, 1168- 
1170; and qualifications required of 
them, 1171; appointment am*tenure 
of federal, 1315; their relations to I 
each other, 1316. 

Judices, the Itynan, 255-257.* 

Juries, in Knglant in civil cases, 930.* 
Ariwonsults, Mil Roman, under the 
Empire, 275-281* 

Jurisdiction (judicial) of the U.S., 1306, 
130f; of existing federal courts, 1310- 
1314. V 

Jurisprudence^ 1465 et seq.; analytical 
schartof, 1466,1468-1471. 

Jurists, the ReAian, 274; their influence, 
274jas jurisconsults, 275-281 
•.Jury-courts, expansion of the Athenian 
popular, b^Cleisthenes, 147; *aymene^ 
*for service in the Athenian, 155; in¬ 
creased, 156; Roiyan, ^5-257; the 
French, 478; Prussian (Schwurge- 
richte), 621. I 

/us civile, 261 f affected by the jus ge%- 
tium, 264, 271, 272, 274. 

Jus gentium, originates with the Prmtor 
peregriflus, its character, 262; not in- 
te(natlonal 4 law s 263: influence of, 
u^pn the jus civile, 264^271, 272,274; 
•grows in the Provinces, 268; receives, 


sanction from the 1 Law of Nature,* 
269,271; influence of the jurisconsults 
upon the, 274. 

Jus respojidetldi, the, 275-277. ^ 

Justice, tribal, under patriarchal presi¬ 
dencies, 45; administration ?>f, in 
Athgns,*420, 133 134, 147, 153-155; 
administration of, in Sparta, lOe, 111, 
113; administration of rural, in medi- 
®val prance, 3‘3* centralization of 
the admiuistra.. >. of, in France, 335- 
342, 380, 385, 46 V ’75; administration 
•Pf. in Germa y, 508, 555; in Prussia, 
563, 564, *18-029; i; Switzerland, 677. 
683; in tne cai.tona! courts, 703-711; 
in the Federal Court, 712-726, admin- 
• lSffative cases. 727; in iSbgland, 919- 
!£14; in the stnteskof the American 
Union, 1147-1172; tinder the federal 
government (U.8.), 1306-1322. 

Justice, Department of (U.S.), 1343. 
Justices of the Peace, French, 456, 472, 
473; English, criminal jurisdiction of, 
931, 932; in Quarter and Petty Ses¬ 
sions, 933; character and repute, W, 
950; history of office of, 946, 947. ad¬ 
ministrative functions of, before 18 
948. 




| Kalmar, union of Denmark, Sweden 
and Norway at, 786. 

King, the Homeric Greek, 44-4J; his 
part in legislation, 44 ^n tribal jus 
tice, 45; his priesthood, 46; character 
of his headship, 47; representative 
portion of, 46; likenMSs of early 
. Roman, to early Greek, and differ¬ 
ence 16); method if electiu? early 
Roman, UK): Roman, gives place 
consuls. 166; joint king of Sweden 
and Norway, 790, 797, 801-393; of 
Sweden, 811-813; selection of, ... 
case of vacancy, 811; ot Norway, 
of England a s<irt of perma- 
irt minister, 8ti0; .ot a member 
he C aqhmt, 801, and the 
pine elflffft of )uini-/.ors, 863, 866. 
Kings, the two Spartan, their origin, 
107; tbt%r subordination to tile 
Ephor-o 111; their judicial function, 
113. » 

King’^Bench, English Court of, its ori¬ 
gin, 847; division of the High Court? 
920,921. 


oT 
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Kingship, abolition of the, in Athens, 
118; in Borne, 166; the new Teutonic, 

301. 

Kinship, the first bond o{ Society, 4,17; 
persistence of the idea of, 23; ficti¬ 
tious, adoption, 24; and religion in 
primitive society*, 25; surtytalsfjf the 
idea of, 29; dissociated from citizen¬ 
ship, 243. 

Labor, Department of (U.S.),*£ifll; the 
state in relation to, 1506. 

Lagthing, the Norwegian, 825-827. • 

Land, the primitive state mated to no 
particular, 10-12; manner in which 
the relationship to, was developed, 10: 
identificatftn of the modern state w5tl^ 
some particular 12; Boman Public, 
182; tenure of, in Sparta, 105, 1497; 
in Athens, 1500; tenure of, among the 
Teutons, 287; modified by conquest, 

302, 303. 

Land Claims, U.8. Court of Private, 
1313. 

Landammann, the Swiss, 650. 

Landeshqpptmann (or Landesdirelctor ), 
^Prussian, 594-597. 

Candesherrcn, 480. 

Landgemeinde, Prussian, 572- 

Landrath, the German sheriff, 561,565, 
670, 572, 607, 608, 627. 

Landgemeinde, of the Swiss cantons, 
646-648. m 

Landtag, the Prussian, 580-586; the 
Prussian Provincial, 594-696; the Aus¬ 
trian Proifcicial, 764, 772; of Crgatia- 
Slavonia, 783. 

Law, the makir^*, execution, an*inter¬ 
pretation of, 1366,1367; its nature and 
development, see Topical Analysis. 

Law of the American states, its charac¬ 
ter, 1088,1089; its scope, 1091 et sAj.; 
its conflicts, 1108-1114. ( 

Lawgiver, thqpry of an original, as 
creator of the state, 15. 

Law, international, 1457, J458. j 

Law, ‘ personal,’ m Gaul, 295Italy, I 
326. 

Law, political, limitations off, 1461. 

Law, private, effect of Roman upon 
Teutonic, 297; content of, 1463,1464. 

Law, public, effect of "itoma^ upon 

* Teutonic, 296; content of, 1462, 1464. 

Law, lfoman,entrance of, iijto modern | 


legal systems, 325-35p; see Topical 
Analysis; its typical character, 1431; 
spoke ( the will o| the Boman comma* 
1 nitv and the Roftan character, 1441. . 
League, (he Achaean, its history, 92; its 
constitution, 93, 94; ‘the AStolian, its 
character and constitution, 95-97. 
Leagues, the 4 Hanseatic and Rhenish. 

316. * j 

Legislation inf:he Homeric patriarchal 
presidency,'44; h iUhenst 131, 132* 
in Sparta, 108,109; IntRomc, 160,162, 
iyi, 178^181; under the Eflifdre, 219; 
growth of, in ancient eitjl^ates, 247; _ 
charactef of Roman impeiial, 278; 
its codification, 279, 280; course of, 
in the French Chainbers, 431-434; if. 
Swiss cantons, 645-656; joint, in Aus¬ 
tria and Hungary, 749,753; in Sweden 
r,nd Norway, 804, 805, 815, 825; in 
"England, 871, 916; distrust of, in 
, American states, 1097; course of, in 
American states, 1140-1142; course of, 
in IT. S. Congress, 1280-1283,1293-1304; 
scope of modern, 1365; and adminis¬ 
tration under modern systems, 1384- 
1386; as a source of Law, 1427,1428. 
Legislatures, Swiss cantonal, 645-649; 
of the American states, 1128-1141; not 
sovereign bodies, 1132; development 
ot, 1362-1365. ,. 

Legitimists, French, If 4. 

Lex Visigothorum, tl^tg326.. 

Liberties, their creation vs. their con¬ 
firmation by constitution, 1370, 1371. 
Liberty, development of constitutional, 
in the American colonist, 1056,1058. 
Licinian laws (in Rome),192. 

Limits, natural, to state acticfc,-1529- 
1532. 

Ducal government in France, 306-370, 
3.30, 381, 383, 440 ef seq.; in Prussia,. 
• 560-5fi£, 570-572, 587 et sfq.; in Switz-' 
erland, 659 et seq.; in'Austria, 77#, 
in Hungary, 782: in Sweden, 785, 820; 
in Norway, 830; in England, 938 et 
seq.; in the JJ.S., 1184-1188,1206 ef seq. 
Lbcal Government Boaiff, The English 
876. 

Locke, John, Civil Government, 14; 

on the origin of thfesbody pdlitic, 14. 
Lomflm, (he goverqqgent of, 1004-10Q6. 
Lord Lieuter*.1)t, the’English, 951. f 
Lords. House of, the Prussian, 579-58P; 
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the Austrian, 766-760 • the English, its English, see Cabinet, The English; re- ' 

composition, 911-913, function of, in lations of American federal, to Con- 

legislation, 914; as ta supreme fonrt, a gress, 1283,1298; relation of, to head 
013,093- • * I of the exectitive in modern govern- » 

'Lot, election by,^ptrodui«d iu Athens, ments, 1381,1382; relations of, tq ad- 

163. « # . ministration as a whole, 1383; relations 

Louis IX., translation of JJoman Law of, toenodWn legislatives, 1384-1386. 
and judicial reforms un|Jpr, 335, 380; Ministrant functions of government, 
centralisation of local administration 1479,1504-1-./.i. 
by, 380, 381; Ixjuls X*., personal Ministries^ the Frinen. 420, 438; de- 
governme#t of Jg82* velopmni* of the ' russian, 566, 573; 


Louisiana, Wscnffar character of the 
laws of, fllO. 

Lycurgus, phft of, in the development 
of Spartwn institutions, 117. 

Mafcedon, mastery \f, in Greece, 87; 
conquests and influence of, in the East, 
88-90. 

‘ McMahon, Marshal, 309. a I 


present Prussian, 575; Swiss federal, 
(•2-674; tlm iy onion, of Austria and" 
Hungary, 49, 750; and the Delega¬ 
tions, 755; the Aus'iian, 762. the 


ish, .615; the Norwegian, 824; 
Knglish, 87? et seq.; under the 


S' 

She 

federal stem of th^P-S., 1336-1361. 
Minist, 
the 


* ' ! 
Pl'USS 


•f State ( Staatsministerium ), 


ussian, 576. 


Magistrate, the politieal^replaces the* Monarchy, character of primitive Greek, 
hereditary, 41 • ^ '*4-48; the modem absolute, 1399,1400; 


Magnates, House of, the Hungarian, 778. 
Majorities, election by, in France, 405; 

force of, in modern politics, 1413. 
Mala Frohibitu, 1452. 

Manors, Prussian, 572. 

Marius, 213. • 

Markgraf, the Frankish, 481. 

Marshal, the U.S., 1317,1318. 
Massachusetts, garter of, 105(1 
Mayor of the Falkce, the Australian, 
& 2 — * *| 

Mayor, of the French Communes, 457- 
463. , 

Mediterranean^he Greek, 68. 

Metmci, the Atnhian, 157. 


(he modern, usually ‘limited,’ 140*; 
not now succeeded by aristocracy, 
1402; the feudal, its character, 1491 
Monopolies, natural, 1524,1525., 
Moravia, 733. 

Morley, John, quoted as the origin of 
governing, 20. 

| Mosaic ,institutions, influence of, on 
European development, 285. 
Municipal Council, the French, 461-^64; 
the Prussian, 615, 616; |Ve English, 
992; the American, 1252,1253. 
Municipalities, EKjftish, 989-1002. 
Museujp, US. National, 135r? 


Middle Ages, government during the, Napoiedh, cod.fication tf French law 


s6e irtjfcof Analysis. _ 


by, 337, 342; re.-onstmetion of French 


Migration of coRmunitiis, effect of, on,, administration by, 389, 390. 

. eiisto*s and institutions, 36, .W. National Assembly, the French. 416- 

Military leafNaship among the Teuton^, 417. 

2jX). . • Sfcitional Cljgracter spoken in Law, 1443 

Ministerial System, the French, 377; - seq 

at present, 419-430; Abe Psftssian, 573, Nat<Vt, 1 Council, the Swi ,s,itseomposi- 
574,576. . n. o afcB ^ytsfunet'onB, 696-698. 

Ministers, French Council •!, 419, 422 ^ JfationuiTcTea, the, in W.S. growth of, 
•elations of Fr^ich.to legislature, 427- '.078 et srq. ^ 

430; Prussian do., 576; gelations of. Nationality aiftong the Greeks. 74; and 
Prussian to ’egislatpre, 580; the Swiss, state so, ereignty in Switzerland, 638. 
664, 672-674; thiir relations to Jhe Natftre, Law o^, received by Ro*ian 
federal 1egisl»tlfrqp67b; Jlie AB 3 trlan, lawyers from the Greek Stoies, 269, 
7fi2fche Hungarian, 775: ffie Swedish, 270; laws of, and laws of the sjate, 
814; ’the Norwegian, 823, 824;#the! ,M60,1461*. -* 
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Natufe and forms of government, see 
Topical Analysis. , 

Navy, Department of the (U.S.),1342. ^ 
New Mexico, law of, llft>. 

Northmen, The, 784. 

Norway, see Topical Analysis, Sweden- 
Norway. < a 

Objects of government, the, see Topical 
Analysis. * 

Octavian, see Augustus. « 

Odelsthing, the Norwegian, 825-827. 
•Oligarchy, the Roman, 207. t 

Opinion, effects of, upon*character of 
the government of the U. 8 ., 1075 el 
seq. 

Opinion, public, ancient coSparfl^with 
modern, 1391. f 

Organization of government (adminis¬ 
trative), existing parallels aid con¬ 
trasts in, 1380 ct seq. 

Origin of government, probable, see 
Topical Analysis. 

Orleauists, French, 394. 

Ostmark, the (Austria), 481, 482. 
Ostracism, instituted in Athens by 
/•Cleistnenes, its nature and operation, 
f 148. 

d 4 

Parish, the English, its history, 975; the 
Poor-law, 970; administrative, since 
18g4,977-985; [lowers of, 982; supervi¬ 
sion of, 9|j3; urban, 984. 

Parliament, the English, its early evolu¬ 
tion, 848-851; genufe of the two houses 
of, 852,81#; and the ministers, ^S8,859, 
808, 869, 87 1 ; see House of Commons 
and House Lords. > 

Parliament of Paris, 335, 341, 379, 
382. 

Parliamentary Reform in England, 894- 
900. * 

Parliamentary Responsibility in France,’ 
427; in Germany, 533-536; in Switzer¬ 
land, 670; in Austria-Hungary 4 * 755; 
in Austria, 762; in Hungary, 775-77^. 
in Sweden, S^4; in Nortfll,/- 823 ; fn 
England, history of, 858, 859; at pres¬ 
ent, 868,*^69; under th%various mod¬ 
ern systems of government, 1384-1386. 
Parses in French Asseinbly of 1871-1870, 
395; in German ReicKslag, 5**. 

1 Patronage of office in France, 425, 446. 
Pays de coqtuiue, and de drfit Ccrit, 327; 


d'ktats, French, sejf-government in, 
368-370. 

Peloponnesian War, The, significance St, 
in Greek polimcs, 85. r 
Ferrcles, influence and constitutional 
reforms of, in Athefi’s, 154, )ji5. 
Perueci, the Spartan, difflrent from 
Athenian ffetoeci, 104. 

Permanent Council, The, iit England, 
844; its exposition, 845; its powers, 
846. t f i , 

Persia, wars between xthets and, their 
effects upon the Athenthft constitu¬ 
tion, 152. V* 

Petition/ imperative, in the Swiss can¬ 
tons, 654. , 

Phoenicians, influence of, upon the 
Greeks, 66 . 

Phratries, unions of ‘ houses,’ 50; units 
\f of worship and of military organlza - 1 
f' tiou, 51; n£W, of Cleisthenes, 145. 
Risistratns, supremacy of, and relations 
to the Solonian constitution, 138-140. 
Plebeians, the Roman, who were they? 
176; first secession of, 177; second 
secession of, 185; granted Tribunes, 
178-180; admitted to share in the 
I legislative function, 181; and publica- 
| tion of the law, 183-186,253; admitted 
to the magistracies, 190-193. 
Pilemufthus, the arclp.u, 120; a typical 
1 officer, 159. f> 

Police, The, in EngfM.fi, S36; p4«erffof 
England county councils, 974. 

Pontiffs, expansion of law by feoman, 
254; Roman protors vs., 259. 4 
Post-office, the Englislk%J78; the Ameri¬ 
can, 1344. * m 

Post and telegraphs, adminisft.'.iion'of, 
tn German Umpire, 531; in the V.S., 
r 1117, ilia. 4 

! Orator, office of, created, i» 2 ; the, urbg- 
nustiA judge, 257; a^'interpreter of 
law, 258, 260; vs. Pontiff, 259; edict 
of, 260; jjps, pe^egrinus, 261,266; func¬ 
tions of, 261; originates jus gentium, 
262; completion of power of, 265; 

1 provincial governor^aB protore, 268. 
Prefect the French, 442-445; control 
ofjiflrer local authorities, 454,455,461- 
; and the PreSirtural (Council, 469. 
idepey, the' patriarchal Gre^t, 44, 
46, 4Jf«rtition of, 242. f 

nt, The, of France, 415-418; rvla- 
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tions ol, to the body of ministers, 423- 
426. * 

President, The, cf the U.S., 1323; con¬ 
stitutional plan his election, 1324, 
actualp?au, 1326, qualification^ 1327; 
salary, 1323^>dutics and powers, 1329; 
his Appointing power, 1330-1382; sue- I 
cession to office of, 1343; relation of, | 
to Congress, 1334, 133E; his message, 
1338? « 

, Presideig, Tha ‘ Sgiperjlf ’ of the Prus¬ 
sian Pjovidne, 589-093. 

Privotf office of, in medieval French 
townsgifUO; under Louis IT., 380} 381. 

Priesthood of heads of family and state 
in primitive society, 46, 5:1-55. 

, Primogeniture, Us connections with re¬ 
ligion in primitive society, 55. s 

Printing office, U.S. federal, 1351. 

Privy Council, the English, its deriva- i 
tion from the Permanent Council, SU. ' 
its assumption of judtsial powers. 855, | 
administrative departments of* the, 1 
883; the judicial committee of, 924, 

Property, given representation by Solon, 
128,129; personal, made basis of fran¬ 
chise in Athens after Persian wars, 152; 
guardianship of, by the state in Sparta, 
105, 1497-1499; given respresentation 
in comitia centuriata »y Servin., 162, 
163; relation of the state 4>< 1496 mq. 

Proprietary ohjenial governments, j053. 

'Prggjnccs* a^pikniMration of Roman, 
under the Rwmblie, 199-2o2; under 
the Empire, 2S3-225, 23(1, 233-230; 
administration of justice in Roman, 
268; med»vai self-govei .meat of the 
French, s^ Pay* d’EU"*; the French* 
iljtnry, not civil, districts, 384; give | 
place to modern departments 390; 
th* Prussian, ad infiltration of, #89- 
597; government of the Austrian, 772,1 
773. \ „ 

iProvinzialmth, the Prussian, 594-597. 

Prussia, the rival of Austria, 485; de¬ 
velopment of, fAm the Mark Branpj 
denburg, 485, 486; history of lot»n 
government in, 559, S4S0, 570-572. . 

Qucestor. office of, create* inftJHjpe, 191. 

• # 

Race, .variety of, in Austria-H&ngary, 

^ 9 .* * » •• 

^Railways, administration or^||. Ger¬ 


many, 548; effects of, in U.S. in aid¬ 
ing the national idea, 1080. 

Rqferendvm, the, in the Swiss cantons, 
656; its hiutory, 657; operation of, 658; 
the Swiss federal, 699, 700; practice 
of the Swiss, in U.S. 1097,10S9, 1100. 

Reform, jieriort of constitutional, in 
Germany, 490. 

Reichs/;, • ic>'t , the German, 555, 618. 

Reichsii'th, t]i. Au^rian, 705-770. 

Renladug, German, its character 
am', odfnpeton.j, 516; its composition, 
517-521, i 3sions of, 524; organization 
of, 5^eleetiOo of officers in, 527. 

Religion, its comic, tion with kinship in 
primitive society, 24, 25; connections 

•ffith precedent, 26; th# priesthood of 
accent family and eommunal heads, 
private gods*hnd the representa- 
i fie character of the priesthood, 54; 
its connections with primogeniture, 
55; of the city, 56; aud tribal organ¬ 
ization (temp. Cleisthenes), 145; com¬ 
munity of, among the Greeks, 75-77; 
politics separated from, 216; Roman 
lay, 251; as a source of La v, 1419, 
1420. # 

Representation, introduction of\the 
principle of, into politics, 1361; Its 
operaflon, 1362, 1303. 

Representative, power of a, 1364. 

Representatives, in American state legis¬ 
latures, their terms, 1137, add quali¬ 
fications, 113!); appdftiomnent of, in 
Forte at Hong* of Representatives, 
1280-1288f 

KcJR'i .entatives, H->use*cf, Prussian, 
582-581'; Austrian, if05; Hungarian, 
77S-781. * 

Repicscntalives, House of, U.3., 1285 
el ..eq.; apportionment of representg- 

* tives, 1286; elections to, 1289, 1291, 

1292; its organization, 1293-1298; 
me t originate bills raising revenue? 
L..4. 0 

Iff public, establishment of the Roman, 
J6fcj jjfMBts 'of mmquests upon the 
fist, 203; its breakdown, 206-208; 
provincial administration under, 199- 
2H2; cdhses of failure (ft, 203,210-213; 
economic decay, 211; the third 

* French, proclaimed, 393. • 

Responsibility, ministerial, see Parlia¬ 
mentary Responsibility. 
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Revenue,' sources of, in Gerffl.au Empire, 
654; the common, in Austria-Hungary, 

■ 762. t 

Revision, the Court of, Ftouch admin¬ 
istrative, 409. 

Revolution, the French, governmental 
effects of, 388, 389. , 

Rhode Island, chatter of, 1052. 

Rights, private, Roman conception of, 
1484,1485 et seq.; the state and politi¬ 
cal, 1503. 

Riksdag, the unreformed Swedish, rep¬ 
resentation and separate action of the. 
four orders in, 788; the present, 815- 
819. 

Roman Law, see Law, Roman. 

Romans, The, j,nd the English aump*fl..T, 
1357-1359; contrasted, 1380,1301. 

Rome, government ££, see Topical Anal¬ 
ysis; tenure of property in, 1501.... 

Rotation in office, 1181. 

Rousseau, J. J., The Social Contract, 14. 

Russia, power of the Czar of, 1439, 1447. | 

Sanitary districts, Rural, in England, 
986; Urban, in England, 1001, 1002. 

Sanitation,-a function of the state, 1510, 

Sav’gny, on the stages of legal develop¬ 
ment, 1434. 

Schiiffengerichte, the Prussian,>021. 

School Districts, English, 1007. 

Schools, influence of, on study of Roman 
law, 330; administration of, in Eng¬ 
land, 1007, lOttS; in U.8., 1264-1257. 

Schulze, the, 571, 572..— 

Scotland, the administration of, 887; 
local government in, 1010. 

Secession, early tolerance for threats of, 
from the Union; 1077. 1 

Secretary of State, the, in an American 
state, 1195-1201,1204. 

Self-government, local, in France, 1. 
Middle Ages, 356-370. 

Semitic Races, their comparative insig¬ 
nificance iu this study, 3. 

Senate, the Athenian prapouleutic, r/T 
Four Hundred pistitutetP' Wj Solon, 
131; of the Areopagus, 134. 

Senate, the French, composition, etc., 
of, 406; influence of President and, 
418; as a court of justice, 472. 

Senate, ,the Roman, constitution of, 
under the kings, and change effe'bted 
by Servius, 162; its character aud 


composition under the Republic, 171, 
172; censors revise roll of, 194; centre 
of oligarchic power, 207, 208; reform 
of, by> Augustus/ 215; certain prov¬ 
ince! left to, under Augustus, 216; 
relations of Augustus’T-o, 216; posi¬ 
tion and powers of, under the Empire, 
216, 218-221,231,278; provincials gain 
admission to, (121; powers of, aV-inclu- 
sive, 1487. f •> Vi 

Senate, The, o. the its sharacter. 
and composition. 1274-i278ft its pre¬ 
siding officers, 1279, 1284; ils'organi- 
za.iou, 1280-1282; its deffiii gs with 
the Executive, 1283; its part,in ap¬ 
pointments to office, 1329-1331. 

Senators, American stife, their terms, * 
1137; and qualifications, 1139. 

Servius, reforms of, 162. 

Sess’on, limitation of length of, iu 
American states, 1129,1131. 

Sheriff, the English, 942-945, 961; of 
coKmial Massachusetts, 1040; of colo¬ 
nial Virginia, 1040; in the American 
states, his election and relation to the 
courts, 1172; contrasted with U.S. 
marshal, 1173. 

Slavery in the way of nationality in the 
U.S., 1081. 

Slaves, the Athenian, 158; the Spartan, 
103.v Roman, displace freeJ-eomon, 212. 

Slavonia, 735. 

Smithsonian Institution? A?5>- V 

Socialism and the modern industrial 
organization, 1520.' f- 

Society an organism, government an 
organ, 1393, 1518, 1522J&1528; new 
character of political, ltl4; objects 
of, 1522. 

Solon, position of, in Athenian tradi- 
V m , 15; political changes procaling 
his -appearance in Athenian politics, 
i 1 '.e- 120 : made archon epodyinus at a 
crisis, 121; his economic reforms, 127- r 
129; his poetical reforms, 130-135; 
relations of 'Pisistfhtus to reforms of, 
13!); new principles introduced by, in 
i Athenian constitution, e 136; fate of 
institutions of, 136,137. 

Sonderbimd, Kie, 635. 

Sovereignty, the feudal- conception of, 
318; state, in Switzerland, 639; natur« 
of, 1445 ertege!*the analytical account 
of, 1469,1470. - •- 
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Sparta, see Topical Analyst; jfroperty 
systemsin, log. 1 >,7-1 ,.io. 

• Spartans, their coi imest of the valley 

of tlm Eurotas, 102; relation^ to the 
subjected population .if Laconia, 102* 
relations ti^he state and to each 
othes, 10f{; and the state discipline, 
114,115. 

Speaker,- the, of the American House j 
of gfcpresentatiyes, his powers, 1293; 
his erection, 1294L his inline. 1295. 

^vtate, Tift, UiBrigiii in kinship and the 
family,14; development out of 
patriarchal family, 8; prifiiitive,.dis¬ 
connected with a particular territory, 
10; modern, identified wife land, 12; 
contract theory as to origin of, 14; 
traditions of an original lawgiver as 
creator of, 15; theory of the divine 
origin of, 16; criticism of theories as 
to origin of, 17—Iff; emergence of, fVm 
the family stage, 58; guardianship of 
property by, in Sparta, 105, 1497-IIS'?!: 
Roman allegiance to, 292. 

State, Department of (U.S.), 1338. 

States, The, of tin Union, constituent 
members, not administrative divi¬ 
sions, 1086; their character, organs, 
and functions,' see Topical A Italy sis. 

States-General, the Freni i, origin;'Ho , 
of, 374; character and powers of, 
375. * 

Status, the lawcV, in primitive society, 

• 19^(9, 28 f * 

Stein, Baran voii,-reforms of, 568, 574, 
5881 590, 614, 627. 

Storthing, t% Norwegian. S."->, 829. 

Strategoi (funerals), ten. created in 

, ■ Athens by t.ieisthenes. 140; their rel.i- 
tiflSShto the archon polemarehus and 
to ^eb otlnTI in the Meld, 149; typiqpl 

• Tlfficers, 159, 

• Suffrage,*^ Franchise. 

f ulla, 213. * 
umptuary Laws, 1512. 

Superintendent of EducaAn, The, in an 
’ American state, 1205. 

Sweden, see Topical Aiyilysis, Sweden 
• Norway. 

Switzerland, emergence jpf, from Ger¬ 
many, |84; see Topical Analysis. 
Syssitia, the Spaftan. 114,159. 

* 

XabVs, the XII., prepared*187,253; con- 

m ' 


tents of, 188; expanded by interpreta¬ 
tion, 254; applied by the Prsetor, 258. 
Taxation, yariety of laws touching, in 
U.S., 111% local and state, in U.S., 
1257, 1258. • • 

Telegraphs, see Posts and Telegsaphs. 
Territorial sovereignly, development 
of,%n Germany, 47480. 

Territorb •, The, oi the U.S., 1270; courts 
of the, 1319,1310. 

Territory, the leAl, in U.S., 1265 el 
seq. 

Teutonic Cir 9>ms, Ancient, their md- 

• d- nc rj to socia 1 organization, 6; in¬ 
stitution 1 ?! in Pwedr and Norway, 785; 
origin if the English constitution 832- 

«8 jji; Ltm spoke national character, 

* 1144. 

Taut.- is. and Komap legal institutions, 
2 .V ; contact of, with Rome, 286; 
primitive institutions of the, 287-293; 
communal government among, 287; 
free, unfroe, and noble among the, 288; 
intor-commnnalgovernme;it,28ii; mili¬ 
tary leadership, the comitc;<iis. 290: 
principle of personal allegiance .n-ong 
the, 290, 292, 293, 301; customs of, 
affected by Roman law, 294-297^in¬ 
stitutions of, in Sweden and Norway 
785; tint, in England, 833-835. 
Theatre, largess to enable the commons 
to attend the, in Athens, 155; in¬ 
creased, 156. • 

Thebes, brief supremacjswf, 86. 
Thesmotl'etse, thj^ their judicial func¬ 
tions, 120-^^^ 

Tor»-]. etmg, American,*1214, 1218 et 
^ s"q , pasiim. t 

i To win, Roman law in fuo, of the Middle 
I Ages, 282, of Middle Ages perpetuate 
I and 'ransmit Roman principles, 298; 
feudalism and the, 314; guilds in the 
mediieval, 315; leagues of the Hanse 
' and f^enish, 316; liberties of, in 
| me- seval France. .159; non-Roman 
j vi » elisBval, Fre|)|;h, .‘160-362; mediteval 
1 tliP„CfoJaaer, 363; privileges of, 
ii^ATedisoval Fradce, 364, 365; and 
forms of government, 366; decay of 
.independence of, in Frailer, 367; sub¬ 
jection of, to the king in France, 373; 
•the New JUngland, their separate 
foundation at first, 1037, their union, 
1038, their forms of government, 1038. 
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Township, the American, its historical 
origin, 1214; absorbed into larger 

. units ol government, 1216; partial 
decay of, 1217; its organization in 

' New England, 1218-1221; of the North¬ 
west, 1222-1224; its origin there, 1225; 
its spread in U.S., 1220, 1227; its or¬ 
ganization outside of Nev. England, 
1228-1233; of the Middle Atlantic 
States, 1235,’ 1238; of New York, 1238; 
of Pennsylvania!' 1237; in the South, 
1238; in Virginia, 1238. 

T^ade, the state in relation to, 1605. 

Transylvania, 735. 

Treasurer, the, of an American state, 
1203,1204. 

Treasury Department, the Eiuilish h *Tp- 
882; of the U.S., 1339. 

‘Tribe,’ the, 8; a u-^ion of phrat.riex, 0); 
a unit of worship, 51. 

Tribes, new Athenian, created by tacis- 
thenes, 144; religion and the tribal 
organization, 146. 

Tribunes of the people, 178-180; mili¬ 
tary, 191. 

Triumvirates, second and third, 215. 

Trojan war, significance of, 31, 67, 

Turanian Races, their comparative in¬ 
significance in this study, 3- 

CTnion, preliminary steps towards the 
Ame.ican, 1065; the Confederation, 
1067-1009; n..ed for a better, 1070; 
character of the wesent, 1074-1086; 
early sentiments towatd. 1076; early 
tolerance 4or threats of secession 
from, 1077; completed by Civil War, 
1082. \ 

United States, government of the, see 
Topical Analytic. 


Universities created by study of the 
Roman law in the Middle Ages, 328. 

Usurpation, provision against, in France,' 
409. ’ 

Veto,' the popular, in„j^&iss cantons, < 
653; of the governors of the ^nerican 
states, 1189,4194; of the President of 
the U.S., 1299, 1300. 

Vice-Chancellor, the German iiioerial, 
542. > .✓ 

Vice-President of the R.S., 1279, 1323) 
1326. ‘ ’ 

ViHages, government of Anmrican, 1246 
ct seq. i 1 

Virginia, colonial, government of, 1046, 
1047. 

War, Department ol (U.S.), 1341. 

War, effects of, on Roman constitution, 
"80; the Civil, in U.8., completes the 
Union, 1082.^, 

Wtf, and Domains Chambers, in Prussia, 
562 et seq., 601; fusion of the adminis¬ 
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THE EARLIEST FORMS OF GOVERNMENT. 


1. Nature of the Question. — The probable origin of govern¬ 
ment is a question of fact, to be settled, not by conjecture, 5>ut 
by history. Some traces we can Still di.jv.ern of the history of 
primitive societies. As fragments of primitive animals have 
been kept for us scaled up in the earth’s rocks, so fragments 
of* primitive institutions have been preserved, embedded in the 
rooks of surviving law or custom, mixed up with the rubbish of 
accumulated tradition, crystallized in the organization of still 
savage tribes, or kept curiously in the museum of fact and rumor 
swept together by some ancient historian. Limited and perplex¬ 
ing as such means pf reconstructing history may be, they repay 
patient comparison and analysis as richly as do the materials of 
the arclueologist and the philologian. The facts as to the origin 
and early .history of government are at least as available as the 
facts concerning the growtl» and Iflnship of languages or the 
genesis and development of the arts and sciences. Such light 
as we can get from the knowledge of the infancy of society thus 
meagrely afforded us is, at any rate, better than that derived 
from afyriori speculatibifci founded up8n our acquaintance with 
on* modern selves, or from any fapeies, how learnedly soever 
constructed, that we might weave as to the way in which history 
might plausibly be read backwards. 

-■ Races to be studied: the Aryans. — For purposes of widest 
comparison in tracing the development of government it would 
of course be desirable to include in a sftidy of early society not 
only tho^fe Aryan and Semitic races which have played the chief 
parts in the history o# the European world, but also eveiy primi¬ 
tive tribe, whether Hottentot or Iroquois, Finn or Turk, of whose 
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institutions and development we. know anything at all. Su4h a 
world-wide stirvey would be necessary to any induction which 
should claim to trace government in all its forms to a common 
archetype. }’ul"uradically, ho such sweeping together of incon¬ 
gruous savage usng'e and tradition is needed to construct a safe 
text from which to study the governments that have grown and 
come to full flower in the jiolitical world to which we belohg. 
In order to trace the lineage of the European and American 
governments which have constituted the order of social life for 
those stronger and nobler races which have made the most nota¬ 
ble progress in civilization, it is essential to know the political 
history of the Greeks, the Latins, the Teutons, and the Celts 
principally, if not only, ami the original political habits and 
ideas of the Aryan and Semitic races alone. The existing gov¬ 
ernments of Europe and America furnish the dominating types 
of to-day. To know other systems which are defeated or dead 
would aid only indirectly towards an understanding of those' 
which are alive and triumphant. 

3. Semitic and Turanian Instance. — Even Semitic institutions, 

indeed, must occupy only a secondary place in sijch inquiries. 
The main stocks of modern European forms of government are 
Aryan. The institutional history of Semitic or Turanian peoples 
is hardly part of the history of European governments: it is only 
analogous to it in many of the earlier stages of development. 
Aryan, Semitic, and Turanian race® alike seem to 'nave passed 
at one period or another through similar forms of social organiza¬ 
tion. Each, consequently, furnishes illustrations in its history, 
and in those social customs and combinations which have most 
successfully survived thr wreck of cl .m'gc, of probabV early 
forms and possible successive stages, of political life among the 
others. Aryan practice may often bo freed fro*i doubt by 
Semitic or Turanian instance; but it is Aryan practice we prin¬ 
cipally wish to know. * 

4. Government rested First upon Kinship. — What is known of 
the central nations of history clearly revealo the fact that social 
organization, and consequently government (which is tke visible 
form of social organization), originated in kinship. The original 
bond of union and the original sanction for magisterial authority 
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wei% one and the same thing, namely, real or feigned blood-rela¬ 
tionship. In other words, families were the original units of 
social organization; and were at first, no doubt, in a large degree 
separate. The man and his wife and offspring lived generally 
*part. It was only by slow stages and under the influence of 
many changes of habit find environment that the family organi¬ 
zation widened and families were drawn together into communi¬ 
ties. A group of men who considered themselves in some sort 
kinsmen constituted the first State. 

5. Early History of the Family; was it originally Patriarchal? 
— The origin of government is, therefore, intimately connected 
with the early history of the family, ft is the more unfortunate 
that the conclusions to lie drawn, from vl.at is known of the 
beginnings of the family should furnish matter for mueh,modern 
difference of opinion, this difference of opinion may be defi¬ 
nitely summed up in the two following contrasted views: — 

* • .(1) 'That the patriarchal family, to which the early history of 
the greater races runs back, and with which that history seems 
to begin, was the family in its original estate,—the original, the 
true archaic family. 

The patriarchal family is that in which descent, is traced to a common 
male ancestor, through a direct male line, and in which the authority of 
rule vests in the eldest living male ascendant. 

(2) That’the patriarchal family, nvhioh is acknowledged to be 
found in onp stage or another of the development of almost even- 
race now civilized, was a developed and comparatively late form 
of the family, and not its first form, having been evolved through 
variotuf stages and vane Wes of polyandry (plurality of husbands') 
afld of polygyny (plurality.of wives) out of a possibly original 
state of promiscuity and utter confusion in the relations of the 
slix.es and (ft consequent confusion in blood-relationship and*in 
the government of offspring. 

In brigf, it is held on the one hand that the patriarchal family 
was thp original family; and on the oilier, that it was not the 
original 4>ut a derived form, others of a less distinct organization 
preceding it. 

G. The Evidence. —It is of course knpraetieable to set forth 
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here the miscellaneous evidence which has been swept together 
concerning so very obscure and complex a question. Suffice it 
to say that among many primitive races cases abound of the 
reckoning oi kinship through mothers only, as if in matter-of- 
course doubt as to paternity; of consanguinity signified through* 
out the wide circle of a tribe, not by rt>al or supposed common 
descent from a human ancestor, but by means of the fictio^of 
common descent from some bird or beast, from which the tribe 
takes its name,*as if for lack of any better means of determining 
common blood; of marriages of brothers with sisters, and of 
groups of men with groups of women, or of groups of men with 
some one woman. In the case of some tribes, moreover, among 
whom polygamy or even monogamy now exists, together with a 
patriarchal discipline, it is thought to be possible to tracg clear 
indications of an evolution of these mor? civilized forms of family 
organization from earlier practices of loose multiple marriages 
or even still earlier promiscuity in the sexual relation* ' 

The peoples, however, among whom such confusions of sexual 
relationships have been observed are not those who have emerged 
upon the European field. Among almost every IJnropean folk 
there is clear, unbroken tradition running back to a patriarchal 
power and organization. Roman law, that prolific mother of 
modern legal idea and practice, bears impressed upon every 
feature of it indubitable marks of its descent from a time when 
the father ruled as king and high priest in the faniily. Greek ' 
institutions speak hardly less unequivocally of a similar deriva¬ 
tion. No belief is more deeply fixed in the traditions of the 
great peoples who have made modern history than the belief of, 
direct common descent, tthrough male>y-i rom a common male 
ancestor, human or divine; and nothing could well be mdre 
numerous or distinct than the traces inhering in the very heart 
of their polity of an original patriarchal brganization of the 
family as the archetype of their political order. * 

7. The Warrantable Conclusion. — The evidence of more con¬ 
fused marriage relationships, moreover, is nowhere of, such a 
character as to warrant the conclusion that promiscuity dn sexual 
connections has among any people marked 'the first or any regular 
stage of social development. “ All the evidence we possess tends 
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to show that among our earliest human ancestors the family, not 
the tribe, formed the nucleus of every social group, a,nd, in many 
cases, was itself perhaps the only social group.” “It seems 
prohable, moreover, that monogamy prevailed almost exclusively 
Hjnong our earliest human ancestors.” 1 Promiscuity belongs, 
not to the most primitive times ot to the regular order of social 
liftf, but rather to exceptional seasons of demoralization or con¬ 
fusion ; to times of decadence rather than to the origins of the 
’ race. .Polyandry has grown up only where the wchnen were fewer 
than the men, and has almost necessarily broken down when the 
numerical balance between the sexes was restored. Polygyny 
“has been less prevalent at the lowest stages of civilization,— 
where wars do not seriously disturb the oportion of the sexes j 
where life is chiefly supported by hunting, and female Jabor is 
consequently of slight value; where there is no accumulation of 
wealth and no distinction of class, — than it is at somewhat higher 
•stages.*’ 3 .Where it does exist, it is invariably confined to a 
small minority of wealthy and powerful men; the majority, from 
choice or necessity, are always monogamous. First and last, the 
strong monogamous instinct, which man shares with all the 
higher orders of beasts, has tended to exclude promiscuous or 
multiplied sexual cbnneetions, and to build up a distinct family 
order round‘about monogamous marriages. 

The efficient races vjho have dominated the European stage, at 
’ any rate, caifie into their place of le^lership and advantage under 
the discipline of the patriarchal order of family life. Whether 
with several wives or with only one, the father was chief and 
master among them, and the family showed that clear authority 1 
and cloye organization ,-r^ich was to se^ve in fulness of time as 
tlm prototype and model for the State. 

8. From Jhe Patriarchal Family to the State. —Among these 
M-yan peoples thefe was first the family ruled by the father As 
king and*priest. There was no majority for the sons so long as 
their father lived. They might marry and have children, but 
they coul’d have no entirely separate an£ independent authority 
during their father’s life save such as he suffered them to exer- 

1 Westermarck, History of Human Marriage, pp. 638, i&9. 

3 Id., 648. * 
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cise. All that they possessed, their lives even and the liv%s of 
those dependent upon them, were at the disposal of this abso¬ 
lute father-sovereign. Such a group naturally broadens in time 
into the ‘Haisdfci or gens, and over this too a chief kinsman miles. 
There are common religious rites and observances which the ge»6 
regards as symbolic of its unity as a composite family; and heads 
of houses exercise many high representative and probably some 
imperative magisterial functions by virtue of their position. 
Then, as the ‘social order widens, Houses are in the*ir turn 
absorbed. The first distinctively political unit, no doubt, was 
the Tribe: broader than the gens and tending to subordinate it; 
a body in which kinship must still have been deemed the bond 
of union, but in which, nevertheless, it must have been a very 
obscurf bond indeed, and in which family rights must steadily 
have tended to give way before the establishment of a common 
order within which the House served only as a unit of member¬ 
ship and a corporation for worship. 

Tribes at length united to form a. State. In days of nomadic 
habit the organization of the 'Uribe sufficed, and no more fixed, 
definite, or effective order was attempted. But w^en a people’s 
travelling days were over, a settled life brought new needs of 
organization: a larger power must have sprung up almost of 
itself. Then a very significant thing happened. The State in 
effect ousted both the House and the Tribe from their functions 
as political units, and came itself to rest, not upon these for* 
foundation, but upon the family, the original formation of the 
social substructure. Tribe and gens served henceforth only as 
religious corporations or as the convenient units of representa¬ 
tion in the action of the State. 

9. Prepossessions to be put away. — In looking back to the tft-st 
stages of political development, it is necessary to putt away from 
the mind certain prepossessions which are both proper and legiti¬ 
mate to modern conceptions of government, but whicH can have 
found no place in primitive thought on the subject. ( It is not 
possible nowadays to understand the early history of institutions 
without thus first divesting the mind of many conceptions most 
natural aid apparently most necessary to it*. The centuries which 
separate us from the infancy of society separate us also, by the 
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wlufle length of the history of human thought, from the ideas into 
which the fathers of the race were born; and nothing but a most 
credulous movement of the imagination can enable the student of 
to-day to throw himself back into tliose coneeptwtts of social con¬ 
nection and authority in which government took its rise. 

10. The State and the band. —How is it possible, for instance, for 
th^modern mind to conceive distinctly & travelling political organi¬ 
zation, a State without territorial boundaries or the need of them, 
composed of persons, but associated with no fixed*or certain habi¬ 
tat ? And yet such were the early tribal states, — nomadic groups, 
now and again hunting, fishing, or tending their herds by this or 
that particular river or upon this or that familiar mountain sl£>pe 
or inland seashore, but never regarding th -a.■-elves or regarded by 
their jieighbors as finally identified with any definite territory. 
Historians have pointed dut the abundant evidences of these facts 
that are to be found in the history of Europe no further back than 
‘th<? fiffli century of our own era. The Franks came pouring into 
the Koman empire just because they had had no idea theretofore 
of being confined to any particular Frank-land. They left no 
France behind them at the sources of the Rhine; and their kings 
quitted those earlier scats of their race, not as kings of France, 
but as kings of the' Franks. There were kings of the Franks 
when the territory now called Germany, as well as that now 
known as France, was.,in the possession of* that imperious race: 

’ and they be dame kings of France only when, some centuries later, 
they had settled down to the unaccustomed habit of confining 
themselves to a single land. Drawn by the processes of feudali- 
zation (secs. 313, 333, 351, 852), sovereignty then found at last a 
local limitation and a na^je. * 

•11. The same was true of the other Germanic nations. They 
also had chjsfs who were the chiefs “of people, not the chiefs of 
ldhds. There were' kings of the English for many a year, evAn 
for severufi centuries after a.d. 449, before there was such a thing 
as a king^of England. John was the first officially to assume the 
latter tjtle. From the first, it is trueyu social organization has 
everywhere tended to connect itself more and more intimately 
with the land from which each social group has drawffi its suste¬ 
nance. When the migratory life was ever, especially, and the 
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settled occupations of agriculture had brought men to a dtand 
upon the la*d which they were learning to till, political life, 
like all the other communal activities, came to be associated 
more and more tHivctly with the 1 and on which each commmnity 
lived. But such a connection between lordship and land was 4 > 
slowly developed notion, not a notion twfh-born with the notion of 
government. 

12. Modern definitions of a State always limit sovereignty to 
some definite land. “ A State ”,— runs the modern definition — 
“is a People organized for law within a definite territory.” But 
the first builders of government would not have found such a 
definition intelligible. They could not have understood why 
they might not move their ■whole people, ‘ bag and baggage,’ to 
other ljnds, or why, for the matter of that, they might not keep 
them moving their tents and possessions unrestingly from place 
to place in perpetual migration, without in the least disturbing 
the integrity or even the administration of their infant ‘ State.’ 
Each organized group of men had other means of knowing their 
unity than mere neighborhood, to one another; other means of 
distinguishing themselves from similar groups of ipen than dis¬ 
tance or the intervention of mountain or stream. The original 
governments were knit together by bonds closer tljan those of 
geography, more real than the bonds of mere contiguity. They 
were bound together ••by real or assumed'kinship. They had a 
corporate existence which they regarded as inhering in their' 
blood and as expressed in all their daily relations with each 
other. They lived together because of these relations; they were 
not related because they lived together. 

13. Contract versus Stains. — Scarcelydess necessary toVnodern 
thought than the idea of territoriality as connected with the exist¬ 
ence of a State, is the idea of contract as deterimningtihe relations 
of*individuals. And yet this idea, too, must" be put away if we 
would understand primitive society. In that society men were 
horn into the station and the part they were to have throughout 
life, as they still are amor.g the peoples who preserve their earliest 
jonceptions of social order. This is known as the law 'of status. 
tt is not rf matter of choice or of voluntary, arrangement in what 
relations men shall stand,-towards each other as individuals. He 



THE EARLIEST FORMS OF GOVERNMENT. 


9 


who%3 bom a slave, let him remain a slave; the artisan, an arti¬ 
san; the priest, a priest, — is the command of the law of status. 
Excellency cannot avail to raise any man above his parentage; 
aptitude is suffered to operate only within then's p&ere of each 
Juan’s birthright. No man may lose ‘caste’ without losing 
respectability also and fdtfeiting the protection of the law. Or, 
. to go back to a less developed society, no son, however gifted, 
may lawfully break away from the authority of his father, how¬ 
ever cruel or incapable that father may be; or make any alliance 
which will in the least degree draw him away from the family 
alliance and duty into which he was born. There is no thought 
of contract. Every man’s career is determined for him before 
his birth. His blood makes his life. IV break away from one’s 
birth Ration, under such a system, is to make breach not/inly of 
social, but also of religious duty, and to bring upon oneself the 
cufses of men and gods. Primitive society rested, not upon con¬ 
tract, but Upon status. Status had to be broken through by some 
conscious or unconscious revolution before so much as the idea 
of contract could arise; and when.that idea did arise, change and 
variety were fissured. Change of the existing social order was 
the last thing of which the primitive community dreamed; and 
those races which allowed the rule of status to harden about their 
lives still stand where they stood a thousand years ago. “ The 
leaving of men to have, their careers determined by their efficien¬ 
cies,” says Mr. Spencer, “we,may call the principle of change in 
social organization.” 

14. Theories concerning the Origin of the State: the Contract 
Theory. — Such views of primitive society furnish us with destruc¬ 
tive distfbl vents of certairutheories once > if almost universal vogue 
as*to the origin of government. The most famous, and for our 
present purjfcses most important, of these theories is that which 
ascribes the‘origin of government to a ‘social compact' among 
primitive fnen. 

The nSost notable names connected with tins theory as used to account 
for th5 existence of political society are the names of Hooker, Hobbes, 
Locke, and Rousseau, it is to be found developed in Hooker^ Ecclesias¬ 
tical Polity, Hobbes’ Ltitiathan, Locke’s Civil Government, and'-Rpusseau’a 
The Social Contract. > 
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This theory begins always with the assumption that there eiists, 
outside of and above the laws of men, a Law of Nature. 1 Hobbes 
conceived this Law to include “justice,” “equity,” “modesty,” 
“mercy”; ‘tin'to.im, ‘doing {o others as we would be done*to.’” 
All its chief commentators considered it the abstract standard *0 
which human law should conform. Inft> this Law primitive men 
were born. It was binding upon their individual consciences j^but 
their consciences were overwhelmed by individual pride, ambi¬ 
tion, desire, and passion, which were strong enough to abrogate 
Nature’s Law. That Law, besides, did not bind men together. Its 
dictates, if obeyed, would indeed enable them to live tolerably 
with one another; but its dictates were not obeyed; and, even if 
they had been, would have furnished no permanent frame of civil 
government, inasmuch as they did not sanction magistracies, the 
setting of some men to be judges of the duty and conduct of other 
men, but left each conscience to command absolutely the conduct 
of the individual. In the language of the ‘judicious flooker, 1 
the laws of Nature “do bind men absolutely, even as they are 
men, although they have never, any settled fellowship, never any 
solemn agreement, amongst themselves what to dt^or not to do; 
but forasmuch as we are not by ourselves sufficient to furnish 
ourselves with competent store of things needful for such a life 
as our Nature doth desire, a life fit for the dignity of man, there¬ 
fore to supply these* defects and imperfections which are in us 
living single and solely by eurselv^s, we are naturally induced to* 
seek communion and fellowship with others. This was the cause 
of men uniting themselves at first in politic societies.” 8 In other 
words, the belligerent, non-social parts of man’s character were 
originally too strong fo» this Law ofeNature, and the Estate of 
nature,’ in which that Law, and onjy that Law, offered restnfmt 
to the selfish passions, became practically a state of ftva-r, and con¬ 
sequently intolerable. It was brought to an*end in the only Why 
in which such a condition of affairs could be brought? to an end 
without mutual extermination, namely, by common consent, by 
men’s “agreeing together mutually to enter into one community 

• 

For natural history of this conception of « Law of Nature, see Maine, 

Ancient thaw, Chap. III. Also post, secs. 269-27?. 

1 Ecclesiastical Polity, Book L, sec. 10. 
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aud make one body politic.” (Locke.) This agreement meant sub¬ 
mission to some one common authority, which should judge between 
man and man; the surrender on the part of each man of all rights 
antagonistic to the rights of others; forbearance r lid .cooperation. 
Locke confidently aflirmed “that all men are naturally in that 
state [a state, i.e., of nature], aud remain so till, by their own 
. consents, they make themselves members of some politic society.” 
It was only as the result of deliberate choice, in the presence of 
the possible alternative of continuing in this state of nature, that 
commonwealths came into being. 

15. Traditions of an Original Lawgiver — Ancient tradition 
had another way of accounting for the origin of laws and institu¬ 
tions. The thought of almost every nation of antiquity went back 
to sonijs single lawgiver at whose hands their government had 
taken its essential and characteristic form, if not its beginning. 
There was a Moses in the background of many a history besides 
that of the-Jews. In the East there was Menu; Crete had her 
Minos; Athens her Solon; Sparta her Lycurgus; Rome her 
Numa; England her Alfred. These names do not indeed in 
every instancq,stand so far back as the beginning of government; 
but they do carry the mind back >in almost every case to the birth 
of national systems, aud suggest the overshadowing influence of 
individual statesmen as the creative power in framing the greater 
combinations of politics. They bring the conception of conscious 
Choice into the history of institutions*? They look upon systems 
as made, rather than as developed. 

16. Theory of the Divine Origin of the State. —Not altogether 
unlike these ancient conceptions of lawgivers towering above 
other mefc in wisdom and authority, dominating political construc¬ 
tion, and possibly inspired jby divine suggestion, is that more 
modern idea {which attributes human government to the imrne- 
diafte institution of God himself, — to the direct mandate of the 
Creator. This theory has taken either the definite form of regard¬ 
ing human rulers as the direct vicegerents of God, or the vague 
form of Regarding government as in some way given to man as 
part of his original make-up 

17. The Theories apfl the Facts. — Modem research Snto the 
early history of mankind has made it possible to reconstruct, 
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in outline, much of the thought and practice of primitive sofeiety, 
and has thus revealed facts which render it impossible for us to 
accept any of these views as adequately explaining what they 
seek to explain^ The defects of the social compact theory ai>e too 
plain to need more than brief mention. That theory simply has 
no historical foundation. The family Was the original, and status 
the fixed basis, of primitive society. The individual counted" for 
nothing; society—the family, the tribe—counted for everything. 
Government came, so to say, before the individual and was coeval 
with his first human instincts. There was no place for contract; 
and yet this theory makes contract the first fact of social life. 
Such a contract as it imagines could not have stood unless sup¬ 
ported by that reverence for ■ law ’ which is an altogether modern 
principle of action. The times in which government originated 
knew absolutely nothing of law as we conceive it. The only bond 
was kinship, — the common blood of the community; the olily 
individuality was the individuality of the community "as a whole. 
Man was merged in society. Without kinship there was no duty 
and no union. It was not by compounding rights, but by assum¬ 
ing kinship, that groups widened into States, — npt by contract, 
but by adoption. Not deliberate and reasoned respect for law, 
but habitual and instinctive respect for authoritv, held men 
together; and authority did not rest upon mutual agreement, 
but upon mutual subordination. 

18. Of the theories of the origination of government in indi¬ 

vidual lawgiving or in divine dictate, it is sufficient to say that 
the one exaggerates the part played by human choice, and the 
other the part played by man’s implanted instincts, in the 
formation and shaping if political society. ‘ 

19. The Truth in the Theories. — Upon each of these theories, 
nevertheless, there evidently lies the shadow of a truV’i. Although 
government did not originate in a deliberate contract,'and although 
no system of law or of social order was ever made ‘ out of hand ’ 
by any one man, government was not all a mere spontaneous 
growth. Deliberate choice has always played a part in its devel¬ 
opment. It was not, on the one hand, given to man ready-made 
by God Vl nor was it, on the other hand, a hi .man contrivance. In 
its origin it was spontaneous, natural, twin-born with man and 
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the Sillily; Aristotle was simply stating a fact when he said, 
“ Man is by nature a political animal.” But, once hsfving arisen, 
government was affected, and profoundly affected, by man’s 
ehoicd; only that choice entered, not to originate, buf to modify 
government. . 

2(1 Conclusion. — Viewed in the light of “the observed and 
•recorded experience of mankind,” “the ground and origin of 
.society is not a compact; that never existed in aqy known case, 
and nev'er was a condition of obligation either in primitive or 
developed societies, either between subjects and sovereign, or 
between the equal members of a sovereign body. The true 
ground is the acceptance of conditions which came into exist¬ 
ence by the sociability inherent in Inan, and were developed by 
man’s spontaneous search softer convenience. The statement that 
while the constitution of man is the work of nature, that of the 
state is .the work of art, is as misleading as the opposite state¬ 
ment that governments are not made, but grow. The truth lies 
between them, in such propositions as that institutions owe then- 
existence and development to deliberate human effort, working in 
accordance with circumstances naturally fixed both in human 
character and in the external field of its activity.” 1 

21. The Beginnings of Government. — Government must have 
had substantially the same early history amongst all progressive 
races. It must have bSgun in clearly defined family discipline. 
Such discipline would scarcely be possible among races in which 
consanguinity was subject to profound confusion and in which 
family organization therefore had no clear basis of authority on 
which to rest. In every case, it would seem, the origination of 
what we'should deem worthy of the name of government must 
have awaited the development of some such definite family as 
that in whicii the .father was known, and known as ruler. 
Whether or n8t the patriarchal family was the first form of the 
family, it must have furnished the first adequate form of gov¬ 
ernment. • 

22. The Family the Primal Unit. — The* family was the primal 
unit of political society,.and the seed-bed of all larger growths of 
government. The individuals that were drawn together 'to con- 

1 John Morley, Rousseau, Yol. II., pp. 183-4. 
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stitute the earliest communities were not individual mA, as 
Locke and (Locke’s co-theorists would lead us to believe, but 
individual families; and the organization of these families, 
whether sing-ty-ror in groups, furnished the ideas in which politi¬ 
cal society took its root. The members of each family were 
bound together by kinship. The father’s authority bore the 
single sanction of his being the fountain-head of the common 
blood-relationship. No other bond was known, or was then con¬ 
ceivable, except this single bond of blood-relationship. - A man' 
out of this circle of kinship was outside the boundaries of pos¬ 
sible friendship, was as of course an alien and an enemy. 

, 23. Persistence of the Idea of Kinship. —When society grew, 
it grew without any change of this idea. Kinship was still, 
actually or theoretically, its only amalgam. The commoijwealth 
was for long conceived of as being only a larger kindred. When 
by natural increase a family multiplied its branches and widened 
into a gens, and there was no grandfather, great-grandfather, or 
other patriarch living to keep it together in actual domestic 
oneness, it would still not separate. The extinct authority of 
the actual ancestor could be replaced by the less comprehensive 
but little less revered authority of some selected elder of the 
‘House,’ the oldest living ascendant, or the most capable. Here 
would be the materials for a complete body politic held together 
by the old fibre of actual kinship. 

24. Fictitious Kinship: Adoption. — Organization upon the 
basis of a fictitious kinship was hardly less naturally contrived 
in primitive society. There was the ready, and immemorial, 
fiction of adoption, which to the thought of that time seemed no 
fiction at all. The adopted man wasy no less real a member of 
the family than was he who was natural-born. His admittsfhee 
to the sacred, the exclusive religious mysteries of .he family, at 
which no stranger was ever suffered even to be present, and Tiis 
acceptance of the family gods as his own gods, was not less effi¬ 
cacious in making him one with the household and thp kin than 
if he had opened his veins to receive their blood. An<} so, too, 
Houses could grow by the adoption of families, tlftough the 
engraf^irig of the alien branches into thir same sacred stock of 
the esoteric religion of the kindred. Whether naturally, there- 
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fore, f>r artificially, Houses widened into tribes, and tribes into 
commonwealths, without loss of that kinship in th% absence of 
which, to the thinking of primitive men, there could be no com¬ 
munion, and therefore no community, at all. 

25. Kinship and Religion. — In this development kinship and 
religion operated as the two chief formative influences. Reli¬ 
gion'seems in most instances to have been at first only the expres¬ 
sion of kinship. The central and most sacred worship of each 
“group of men, whether family or tribe, was the woTship of ances¬ 
tors. At the family or communal altar the worshipper came into 
the presence of the shades of the great den- 1 of his family or race. 
To them he did homage; from them he craved protection aijd 
guidance. The adopted man, therefore, when received into this 
hallowed communion with the gods of the family, accepted its 
fathers as his own, and Cook upon himself the most solemn 
dutie., and acquired the most sacred privileges of kinship. So, 
tbo,. of flie family adopted into the gens, or the gens received into 
the tribe. The new group accepted the ancestry by accepting the 
worship of the adopting House or community. 

Religion w:^> thus quite inseparably linked with kinship. It 
may be said to have been the thought of which kinship was the 
embodiment. It was'the sign and seal of the common blood, the 
expression of its oneness, its sanctity, its obligations. He who 
had entered into the hoods of this religion had, therefore, entered 
ftito the heart'of kinship and taken obits life-blood. His blood- 
relationship was thus rendered no fiction at all to the thought of 
that day, but a solemn verity, to which every religious ceremo¬ 
nial bore impressive witness. 

26. Bonds of Religiop and Precedent. — The results of such 
a system of life and thought were most momentous. It is com¬ 
monplace now* to remark upon English regard for precedent, and 
upetn the interesting* development of ‘common ’ and ‘case ’ law'. 
But not evdn an Englishman or an American can easily conceive 
of any such reverential regard for precedent as must have resulted 
from a canonization of ancestors. We hawe ourselves in a meas¬ 
ure canonized our own forefathers of the revolutionary era, wor¬ 
shipping them around fourth of July altars, to the greaV. benefit 
both of our patriotism and of our politicaljnorality. But the men 
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of ’76, we are all willing to acknowledge, were at their greatest 
only men. ^The ancestor of the primitive man became, on the 
contrary, a god, and a god of undying power. His spirit lived 
on to bless t of-.to curse. His favor had to be propitiated, his 
anger appeased. And herein was a terribly effective sanction 
for precedent. It was no light matter to depart from the prac¬ 
tices of these potent ancestors. To ilo so was to run in the face 
of the deities. It was to outrage ail religious feeling, to break 
away from ah' the duties of spiritual kinship. Precedent was 
under such circumstances imperative. Precedent of course soon 
aggregated into custom, — such custom as it is now scarcely pos¬ 
sible to conceive of, — a supreme, uniform, imperious, infrangible 
rule of life which brought within its inexorable commands every 
detailed' daily conduct. 

27. The Reign of Custom. — This reign of customary law was 
long and decisive. Its tendency w r as to stiffen social life into a 
formula. It left almost no room at all for the play of individu¬ 
ality. The family was a despotism, society a routine. There 
was for each man a rigorous drill of conformity to the custom of 
his tribe and house. Superstition strengthened gvery cord and 
knot of the network of observance which bound men to the prac¬ 
tices of their fathers and their neighbors. That tyranny of social 
convention which men of independent or erratic impulse nowa¬ 
days find so irksome, — that ‘ tyranny o f one’s next-door neigh¬ 
bor’ against which there are now and again found men bold 
enough to rebel, — had its ideal archetype in this rigid uniformity 
of custom which held ancient society in hard crystallization. 

28. Fixity of System the Rule, Change the Exception. — Such 
was the discipline that vioulded the infancy of political society: 
within the family, the supreme will of the father; outside * the 
family, the changeless standards of religious opinion. The ten¬ 
dency, of course, was for custom to become fixed in a crust too 
solid ever to be broken through. In the majority of feases, more¬ 
over, this tendency was fulfilled. Many races have never come out 
of this tutelage of inexorable custom. Many others have advanced 
only so far beyond it as those caste systems in which-the law of 
status arid the supremacy of immemorial custom have worked out 
their logical result in an unchanging balance of hereditary classes. 
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The majority of mankind- have remained stationary in one or 
another of the earliest stages of political development, their laws 
now constituting as it were ancient records out of which the 
learned may rewrite the early history of those other faces whom 
primitive custom did not stagnate, but whos<^ systems both of 
government aud of thought still retain many traces (illegible 
without illumination from the facts of modern savage life) of a 
similar infancy. Stagnation has been the rule, progress the ex¬ 
ception. * The greater part of the world illustrates in its laws and 
institutions what the rest of the world has escaped; the rest of 
the world illustrates what favorable change au capable of mak¬ 
ing out of the primitive practices with which the greater part ,V 
the world has remained perforce content. 

21). Changes of System ^utrun Changes of Idea. — The original 
likeness of the progressive races to those which have stood still 
is w*itneg c '. n d by that persistency of idea of which I have already 
spoken. Progress has brought nations out of the primitive prac¬ 
tices vastly more rapidly than it has brought them out of the 
primitive ideas of political society. Practical reform has now 
and again attained a speed that has never been possible to thought. 
Instances of this so abound in thb daily history of the most pro¬ 
gressive nations of the world of to-day that it ought not to be 
difficult for us to realize its validity in the world of the first days 
(jf society. .Our own gifilds and unions and Orders, merely volun¬ 
tary and conventional organizations they are, retain in their 
still vivid sense of the brotherhood of their members at least a 
reminiscence of the ideas of that early time when kinship was 
the only conceivable basis of association between man and man, 
when “ each assemblage ofamen seems tS have been conceived as 
a Family.” 1 In England political qjiange has made the great, 
strides of the* last two centuries without making the Crown any 
less the cental! object of the theoretical or lawyerly conception of 
the English constitution. Every day witnesses important exten¬ 
sions and oven alterations of the law in our courts under the sem¬ 
blance of a simple application of old rule#(secs. 258,1421,1422). 
Circumstances alter principles as well as cases, but it is only the 
cases which are supposed to be altered. The principlesV em; du- 
r^Maine, Early History of Institutions, p. 232. 
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in form, the same. Men stiJ] ear ry their brides on we3ding 
journeys, although the necessity for doing so ceased with the 
practice, once general, of stealing a bride. ‘Good blood’ still 
continues t<o wtirk wonders, though achievement has come ‘to be 
the only real patent of nobility in the modern world. In a thou¬ 
sand ways we are more advanced than we think we are. 

30. How did Change enter! —The great question, then, is, How 
did change, enter at all that great nursery of custom in which all 
nations- once wore short clothes, and in which so many* nations 
still occupy themselves with the superstitions and the small play 
of childhood ? How did it come about that some men became 
progressive, while most did not ? This is a question by no means 
easy to answer, but there are 1 -probabilities which may throw some 
light upon it. 

31. Differences of Custom. — In the first place, it is not prob¬ 

able that all the groups of men in that early time had the same 
customs. Custom was doubtless as flexible and mallbable in its 
infancy as it was inflexible and changeless in its old age. In 
proportion as group separated from group in the restless days 
of the nomadic life, custom would become differentiated from 
custom. Then, after first being the cause, isolation would become 
the natural result of differences of life and belief. A family or 
tribe which had taken itself apart and built up a practice and 
opinion all its own would thereby have made itself irrevocably 
a stranger to its one-time kinsmen of other tribes. When its life 
did touch their life, it would touch to clash, and not to harmonize 
or unite. There would be a Trojan war. The Greeks had them¬ 
selves come, it may be, from these very coasts of Asia Minor; 
the Trojans were perhaps their forgotten and now alien ninsmen. 
Greeks, liomans, Celts, had probably once been a single people; 
but how unlike did they become! 0 

' 32. Antagonism between Customs. — We need not specially 
spur our imaginations to realize how repugnant, how naturally 
antagonistic, to each other families or tribes or races would be 
rendered by differences<)f custom. “ We all know that there is 
nothing that human beings (especially when in a loW state of 
eulture).dre so little disposed to tolerate as divergencies of cus¬ 
tom,” says Mr. Hamertoa, who is so sure of the fact that he does 
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not stop to illustrate it How ‘odd,’ if not ‘ridiculous,’ the ways 
of life and the forms of belief often seem to us yi a foreign 
country, — how instinctively we pronounce them inferior to our 
own!, The Chinaman manages his Tice quite as*slplfully with 
his ‘chop-sticks ’ as we manage ours with our forks; and yet how 
‘queer,’ how ‘absurd’ chop-sticks are! AnS so also in the 
weightier matters of social and religious practice. 

311. Competition of Customs. — To the view of the primitive 
man all. customs, great or small, were matters of •religion. His 
whole life was an affair of religion. For every detail of conduct 
he was accountable to his gods and to the religious sentiment 
of his own people. To tolerate any practices different from those 
which were sanctioned by the immemorial usage of the tribe was 
to tolerate impiety. It was a matter of the deepest moment, 
therefore, with each tribal* group to keep itself uncontaminated 
by ai' an custom, to stamp such custom out wherever and when¬ 
ever it Vould be discovered. That was a time of war, and war 
meant a competition of customs. The conqueror crushed out the 
practices of the conquered and compelled them to conform to his 
own. 

34. The Better prevail. — Of pourse in such a competition the 
better custom would'prevail over the worse. 1 The patriarchal 
family, with i*ts strict discipline of the young men of the tribe, 
would unquestionably,be “the best campaigning family,” — 
ft'ould supply* the best internal organization for war. Hence, 
probably, the national aspect*of the world to-day: peoples of 
patriarchal tradition occupying in unquestioned ascendency the 
choicest districts of the earth; all others thrust out into the heats 
or colds of the less-favored continents, pr crowded into the for¬ 
gotten corners and valley-closets of the world. So, too, with the 
more invigorating and sustaining religions. Those tribes which 
we»e least intimidated by petty phantoms of superstition, least, 
hampered by the chains of empty but imperative religious cere¬ 
monial, by the. engrossing observance of times and seasons, having 
greater confidence in tjieir gods, would haye greater confidence in 
themselves, would be freer to win fortune by their own hands, 

1 For the best development of the whole idea of this paragraph ?<••<! <>*hers 
in this connection, see Bagehot,, Physics and Pollies, Chap. II. 
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instead of passively seeking it in the signs of the heavens ®or in 
the aspects „of nearer nature; and so would be the surer con¬ 
querors of the earth. Religion and the family organization were 
for these early- groups of kindred men the two indexes of charac¬ 
ter. In them was contained inferiority or superiority. The most 
serviceable customs won the day. 

35. Isolation, Stagnation. — Absolute isolation for any of these 
early groups would of course have meant stagnation; just as 
surely as contact with other groups meant war. The world, 
accordingly, abounds in stagnated nationalities; for it is full of 
instances of isolation. The great caste nations are examples. It 
is f , of course, only by a figure of speech that we can speak of vast 
peoples like those of China, and India as isolated, though it is 
scarcely a figure of speech to say that they are stagnated. Still 
in a very real sense even these populous nations were isolated. 
We may say, from what we discern of the movements of the 
nations from their original seats, that the races of China anu 
India were the ‘back-water ’ from the great streams of migration. 
Those great streams turned towards Europe and left these out¬ 
lying waters to subside at their leisure. In subsiding there was 
no little commotion amongst them. There were doubtless as 
many intertribal wars in the early history of China before the 
amalgamation of the vast kingdom as there have been in the his¬ 
tory of India. That same competition of custom with custom 
which took place elsewhere, also took place there. But the tribes 
which pressed into China were probably from the first much of a 
kind, with differing but not too widely contrasted customs, which 
made it possible for them to assume at a now very remote period 
a uniformity of religion^and of social, organization nev^y known 
amongst the peoples that had gone to the West; so that, before 
the history that the rest of the world reinembei i had begun, 
China’s wall had shut her in to a safe stagnation of monotonous 
uniformity. The great Indian castes were similarly set apart, in 
their vast peninsula by the gigantic mountains which piled them¬ 
selves between them apd the rest of the continent. The later 
conquests which China and India suffered at the hands cf Oriental 
invaderg,,'esulted in mere overlordships, which changed the desti¬ 
nation of taxes, but did, not touch the forms of local custom. 
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3#. Movement and Change in the West. — It is easy to imagine 
a rapid death-rate, or at least an incessant transformation, amongst 
the customs of those races which migrated and competed in the 
West. There was not only the contact with e*l^ other which 
precipitated war and settled the question of predominance between 
custom and custom; there was also the slow* but potent leaven 
of shifting scene and changing circumstance. The movement of 
the peoples was not the march of a host. It was only the slow 
progress of advancing races, its stages often centuries long, its 
delays fruitful of new habits and new aspirations. We have, 
doubtless, a type of what took place in those early days in the 
transformation of the Greeks after they had come down to ft>e 
sea from the interior of Asia Miqor. We can dimly sec them 
beginning a new life there on those fertile coasts. Slow’y they 
acquired familiarity witl* their new neighbor, the sea. They 
learned its moods. They imagined new gods breathing in its 
•ipild br storming in its tempestuous winds. They at length 
trusted themselves to its mercy in boats. The handling of boats 
made them sailors; and, lured from island to island across that 
inviting sea, they reached those later homes of their race with 
which their name was to be forever afterwards associated. And 
they reached this neV country changed men, their hearts strength¬ 
ened for bofder adventure, their hands quick with a readier skill, 
their minds open to greater enthusiasms and enriched with warmer 
' imaginings, their whole nature profoundly affected by contact with 
Father Aegeus. * 

37. Migration and Conquest. — And so, to a greater or less 
extent, it must have been with other races in their movements 
toward^their final seats. Not only thq changes of circumstance 
and the exigencies of new conditions of life, but also the con¬ 
quests necessarily incident to those flays of migration, must have 
worked gre^t, though slow, alterations in national character. We, 
know the*Latins to have been of the same stock with the Greeks; 
but by the time the Latins had reached Italy they were already 
radically'different in. habit, belief, and capacity from the Greeks, 
who had, by other routes, reached and settled Magna Graecia. 
Conquest changes npt only the conquered, but als^the con¬ 
querors. Insensibly, it may be, but deeply, they are' affected 
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by the character of the subdued or absorbed races. Norman«does 
not merge with Saxon without getting Saxon blood into his own 
veins, and Saxon thoughts into his own head; neither had Saxon 
overcome Cejt without being* himself more or less taken captive 
by Celtic superstition. And these are but historical instances of 
what must have b6en more or less characteristic of similar events 
in ‘ prehistoric ’ times. 

38. Intertribal Imitation. —There must, too, have been among 

the less successful or only partially successful races a powerful 
tendency towards imitation constantly at work, — imitation of the 
institutions of their more successful neighbors and rivals. Just 
as we see, in the histories of the Old Testament, frequent instances 
of peoples defeated by Jewish arms incontinently forsaking their 
own divinities and humbly commending themselves to the God 
of Israel, so must many another race,* defeated or foiled ‘in un¬ 
recorded wars, have forced themselves to learn the customs, in 
order that they might equal the success of rival races., * 

39. Individual Initiative and Imitation. — And this impulse 

towards imitation, powerful as between group and group, would 
of course, in times of movement and conquest, be even more 
potent amongst individual men. r Such times would be rich with 
opportunity for those who had energy and 'enterprise. Many a 
great career could be carved out of the events of days of steady 
achievement. Men would, as pioneers iij a new country or as 
leaders in war, be more or less freed from the narrow testrictions 
of hard and fast custom. They could be unconventional. Their 
individual gifts could have play. Each success would not only 
establish their right to be themselves, but would also raise up 
after them hosts of imitators. New types would find acceptance 
in the national life; and so a new leaven would be introduced. 
Individual initiative would at last be permitted a ypice, even as 
against immemorial custom. >• t «. 

40. Institutional Changes: Choice of Eulers. — It is easy to see 
how_, under the bracing influences of race competition, such forces 
of change would operate^ to initiate and hasten a progress towards 
the perfecting of institutions and the final abolition of slavery to 
habit. And it is no less plain to see ho* r sueh forces of change 
would aifeet the constitution of government. It is evident that, 
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as lias been said (sec. 34), the patriarchal family did furnish the 
best campaigning materials, and that those races whose primitive 
organization was of this type did rapidly come to possess the 
“ mdSt-competed-for ” parts of the earth. They ^lid come to be 
the chief, the central races of history. But, race aggregations, 
through conquest or adaption, must have worked considerable 
changes in the political bearings of the patriarchal principle. 
The direct line of male descent from the reputed common pro¬ 
genitor of the race could hardly continue indefinitely to be ob¬ 
served in filling the chieftainship of the race. A distinct element 
of choice—of election—must have crept i" at a very early period. 
The individual initiative of which I have spoken, contributed 
very powerfully to effect this ehatige. The oldest male of the 
hitheijo reigning family was no longer chosen as of course, but 
the wisest or the bravest. It was even open to the national 
ehbice to go upon occasion altogether outside this succession and 
"choose a leader of force and resource from some other family. 

41. Hereditary replaced by Political Magistracy. — Of course 
mere growth had much to do with these transformations. As 
tribes grew into nations, by all the processes of natural and 
artificial increase, all distinctness of mutual blood-relationship 
faded away.. Direct common lines of descent became hopelessly 
obscured. Cross-kinships fell into inextricable confusion. Family 
government and race government became necessarily divorced, — 
differentiated. The state continued to be conceived as a Family; 
but the headship of this huge and complex family ceased to be 
natural and became political. So soon as hereditary title was 
broken in upon, the family no longer dominated the state; tin 1 
state atrtast dominated the family. It"often fell out that a son, 
absolutely subject to his father in ,the family, was by election 
made master*of his father outside the family, in the state. Politi¬ 
cal had at least begun to grow away from domestic authority. 

42. Summary. — It will be possible to set forth the nature of 
these changes more distinctly when discussing Greek and Roman 
institutions at length' in the next chapters. Enough has been said 
here to faake plain tlje approaches to those systems of govern¬ 
ment with which we fire familiar in the modern world%, We can 
understand how custom crystallized about the primitive man; 
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how in the case of the majority of mankind it preserved itself 
against all essential change; how with the favored minority of 
the race it was broken by war,.altered by imperative circumstance, 
modified by ifiiitation, and infringed by individual initiative; Jiow 
change resulted in, progress; and how, at last, kinsmen became 
fellow-citizens. 
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43. The Evolution of Government. — At no one of the various 

stages of their development may we photograph the ancient 
classical governments and say that we have an adequate picture 
of Gree,k or Roman political practice. We cannot speak of the 
governments of Greece and Rome instructively except as evolu¬ 
tions. Their history is of course never complete at any one period. 
Moreover, each stage of their development illuminates the pro¬ 
cesses which we have just been discussing, the processes by which 
the primitive constructions of, government were modified and 
modem systems of government approached. W$, may study 
modern governments as they are; but in order to understand mod¬ 
ern governments as they arc it is necessary to know ancient and 
mediaeval governments in their chief successive periods of develop 
ment. « • 

44. The Patriarchal Presidencies: Legislation. —‘We get our 
earliest glimpse of Greek governments from Homer. When the 
Iliad and Odyssey were written, monarchy was universal through¬ 
out the Greek world. But not such monarchy as grew up in the 
later times of classical pditical develonment with which t we are 
more familiar. It was monarchy of a kind which no longbr 
exists. It would be more in" keeping with the modem meaning 
of words to describe it as a Patriarchal Presidency., The kings 
of Homer’s songs were not often supreme mlers who*gave law 
and singly administered justice to their subjects. They were 
chief nobles, rather, ‘the first among equals,’ presidents of councils 
of peers. The early monarchies of Greece were pot constituted 
of single ^fties, like the later republics, but' probably of groups of 
communities acknowledging a common government. The centre 
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of ttiat government was the council of Elders (Gerontes), heads of 
the noble families. That council was the ‘king’s cjouncil’ only 
because it convened at the king’s summons. He called his peers 
to a feast. To speak modernly, tlie'dinner-table \fla%tlie council- 
board. State affairs were discussed over the wine and the viands, 
after a manner which suggests to the reader of to-day Friedrich 
„ Wilhelm’s “Tobacco Parliament,” where imperial business shaped 
itself as it might through the laconic speech of king and coun¬ 
cillors uttered amidst the smoke of fuming pijfes. Here the 
purposes and plans of government originated. Prussian plans, 
however, were seldom formally announce-’, while Greek plans 
were almost always made publicly known. The king summoned 
an assembly of the people (an assembly, that is, of the gentes, 
the members of the recognized immemorial kinship) to hpr the 
decrees of the elders, '/he presidency of this assembly, like 
the presidency of the council, belonged to the king; or, rather, 
‘the council* itself, as it were, presided, under the headship of the 
king. The elders sat before the assembled tribesmen about the 
person of the king. The king ^announced the business to be 
considered, a^d the elders, if they chose, addressed the people 
concerning it. No vote was taken. The assembly freely made 
known its sentiments concerning the utterances of the noble 
orators by noisy demonstrations of agreement or by a cold silence 
of disagreement; and«on critical occasions.its feelings no doubt 
‘counted for sbmething; it liad^uo choke, however, but to acquiesce 
in the decisions of the council, previously fixed upon at dinner. 

45. Tribal Justice. — Such was ancient Greek legislation. Ju¬ 
dicial proceedings were not radically different. In some instances, 
doubtlesIS, the king dispensed justice as «ole magistrate. He was 
generally the richest, as well as officially the first, of the noble¬ 
men of the lfingdom, and as such must have adjudged many dif¬ 
ferences between his numerous personal retainers, even if he did 
not often ‘act as sole judge between other litigants. But most 
cases arisyig between men of different family groups were heard 
by the king and his council in the presence of the people, much 
as public»business was considered, each councillor being entitled 
to deliver an opinion in his turn, and a majority of vdlges prob¬ 
ably controlling. 
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46. Patriarch and Priest. — I have called this presidency of 
the king in (state affairs a ‘patriarchal' presidency because it 
belonged to him by hereditary right, as chief elder by direct 
descent from the first preferred elder of his people. The frflniiy 
once chosen by the gods to preside in council and command in 
war was not often set aside; and the usual succession by primo¬ 
geniture was seldom departed from. This president-king, besides, 
had other prerogatives typical of a patriarchal headship. He 
was the high jiriest of his people, performing all those sacrifices 
and leading in all those ceremonials which spoke the family one¬ 
ness of the nation. lie was the representative of the nation in 
itc relations with the gods. He was also commander-in-chief in 
war, here again representing the unity of the people over whom 
he presided. 

47. Hot Lord, but Chief. — But here the kingly prerogatives 
ended. These presidential and representative functions of the 
early Greek king contained the sum of his powers. Aside from 
his presidency in legislation and in adjudication, his high-priest¬ 
hood, and his command in war, he had little power. There was 
no distinct idea as yet of personal allegiance to tin monarch on 
the part of the people at large/ He received gifts from the 
people and had the usufruct of the public domain for his support; 
but these were accorded him rather as father and typical head 
of his nation than as master. The services rendered him were 
largely voluntary. He was‘hot lord, but chief of his people. 

48. The Primitive Ay/ios. —In one sense the king was not chief 

of a people at all. The Homeric &}/aos (demos) was not a ‘ people ’ 
in the modern sense of the term. It was not an association of 
individuals, but an association of fami’ies, of families wl.ich had 
widened into gentes, but which lived apart from each other in 
semi-independent groups, each possibly clustering atiout its own 
village and living its own separate cantonal life. The king was 
the head of these confederated ‘houses,’ and the seat of his 
authority was that ‘city’ about which their confederate life 
centred. " 

49. The Antique ‘City.’ —This city was as unlike as( possible 
to those Centres of population and industry which are the cities 
of our own time. It was very different even from those Greek 
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cities J of historical times of which Athens may be taken as a type, 
and which were the actual homes of the ruling numbers of the 
population. The city of Homer’s day doubtless contained the 
dwellftigs of the king and his assistant priests, 5u* not many 
besides king and priests, with their families ant^ attendants, lived 
in it. It was generally a Citadel upon a hill to which the confed¬ 
erated families living in the country round about it resorted in 
r times of actual or threatened invasion. It containeu the temples 
of the gods and was the seat of the common worship. Jn it was 
the market place, also, in which the trade of the country-side cen¬ 
tred. It saw the festivals, the sacrifices, tnc councils, the courts, 
the armed musterings of the people. But it did not see the!* 
daily life. That was not lived in nommon, but apart in clans. 
Each ‘Incuse’ was a complete independent organism in itsel% with 
a very vital corporate existence. It “ had its assemblies; it 
passed Jaws which its members were bound to obey, and which 
tJie city itself respected.” 1 These assemblies were presided over 
by an hereditary chief who was priest, judge, and military com¬ 
mander of his house — its king, a £hief among the heads of its 
branches. Throughout the gens there was the closest brotherhood. 

It had its common faqtily worship, its religious festivals, its com-. 
mon burying place. Its members could inherit from each other, 
and were ultimately responsible for each other’s conduct and 
debts. Thqy could not Accuse one another before any tribunal but 
tliat of their own kindred. IJhey stdbd together as one family 
under a complete family government. 

50. Confederate Growth of Family Groups. —The monarchical 
city had not originated directly from a confederation of families. 

It had been developed through a series* of other combinations, 
which, in their religious functions at lqjist, continued to exist lifter 
the city had come into being. Oentes had first of all united, for 
the celebration of some common worship, into Phratries. Phratries 
had combined, from like motives, into Tribes. It was by a coming 
together of. Tribes that the city had been formed. Each Phratry 
and Tribe had realized the family idea By the worship of the 
same gods*and the canqpization of some common hero as their 
eponymous ancestor; a&id each had elevated a chief to lbi presi- 
» Coulanges, The Ancient City, p. 137 (Am. ed.). 
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dency and high-priesthood. Each had its assemblies and its 
festivals. r , 

51. The ‘ City’ a Confederacy of Gentes. —But though the city 
was the next step of confederation after the tribe, it was not 
tribes, nor yet phratries, but gentes which were represented in the 
council of the king. There had been,' so to say, a subsidence of 
political organization upon this older foundation of the family. In 
the city the tribe continued to be a unit of worship, the phratry a 
unit of worship and of military organization; but only the gens 
was a unit of civil organization. The army was grouped by 
phratries, but government was constituted by families. 

52. “The city was not an assemblage of individuals; it was a confed¬ 
eration of several groups, wlJich were established before it, and which 
it permitted to remain. We see, in the Athenian orators, tfyat every 
Athenian formed a portion of four distinct societies at the same time; he 
was a member of a family, of a phratry, of a tribe, and of a city.- He 
did not enter at the same time and the same day into all these lour,” like 
an American, who at the moment of his birth belongs at once to a family, 
a county, a state, and a nation. “ The phratry and the tribe are not ad¬ 
ministrative divisions. A man .enters at different times into these four 
societies, and ascends, so to speak, from one to the *vther. First, the 
child is admitted into the family by the religious ceremony, which takes 
place six days after his birth. Some year's later he enters the phratry by 
a new ceremony. . . . Finally, at the age of sixteen or eighteen, he is 
presented for admission into the city. On that day, in the presence of an 
altar, and before the smoking flesh of a victim', lie pronounces an oath, by 
which he binds himself, anlong olhw things, always to respect the re¬ 
ligion of the city. From that day he is initiated into the public worship, 
and becomes a citizen. If we observe this young Athenian rising, step by 
step, from worship to worship, we have a symbol of the degrees through 
which human association has passed. The course which this young man 
is constrained to follow is that which soc.f-ty first followed.” 1 " , 

53. Religion : the Priesthood. — The key to thd whole compo¬ 
sition of this early society was its religion. The functions of 
father, chief, and king; the constitutions of family, phratry, tribe, 
and city,—all hung upon certain deep-lying religious conceptions. 
The father was first of all high priest of his house, the chief first 
of all high priest of his phratry, the king first of all diigh priest 
of his jf.ty. Their otln-r functions rather .flowed from the author- 
1 Coulanges, The A nr tent City, pp. 160, 170. 
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ity of their priesthood than were added to it. Religion was the 
one conclnsive motive and sanction of all social order,in that early- 
time, as it continued to be for many centuries afterwards; and 
the Iftads of religion were of course the rulers of society. 

54. It was the leading peculiarity of the religion of that time 

that each father, chief, add king represented gods whom no one 
, else represented. The gods of one family were never the gods of 
another family, the gods of one phratry or city, never those of 
another phratry or city. Gods were in that day private, not com¬ 
mon, property, and were owned inalienably. Each high priest of 
the series, therefore, had a peculiarly sacre’ and distinctive char¬ 
acter within the group over whose worship he presided, and :* 
that -haracier were contained the seeds of all his other preroga¬ 
tives. He was chief of the religion of his group; and that re¬ 
ligion was the supreme rule of its life. The sacred priesthood of 
the father could be transmitted only by natural succession. Priests 
could not Be made, unless, in the providence of the gods, they 
were not born. Then human choice must be resorted to; but 
that choice must keep itself as cjose to the direct line of the 
priestly stock* as possible. It must select within the chosen 
family. • 

55. Primogeniture. —It is because of the rule of such con¬ 
ceptions of civil magistracy, as an authority resulting from the 
priestly functions of tins head of each social group, that we find 
primogeniture the ruling orde v of succession alike to eldership, 
to chieftainship, and to kingship; and it is because of this same 
rule of religious thought in social organization that we find even- 
magistrate, even those of the later times when magistrates were 
elected, axereising some prijstly function? as if to supply a neces¬ 
sary sanction for his civil powers. Jfhe magistrate was always 
next to the go*ls, was always their interpreter and servant. 

5T). The City's Religion. — In every way the political life of the 
city spoke of religion. There was a city hearth in the pn/fu ucum 
on which % fire, sacred to the city's gods, was kept ceaselessly 
burningthere were, public, repasts at \Brich, if not the whole 
people, at* least representatives daily sat down to break the 
sacred cake and pour out the consecrated wine to the gdls; ihe 
council-feast to which the king invited? the Elders (sec. 44), 
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though also a social feast, was itself first of all a sacred, sacrifi¬ 
cial repast over which the king presided by virtue of his priestly 
office. There were festivals at stated times in honor of the 
several deities of the city; and the Council always convened 
in a temple. Politics was a religion. 

57. Decay of the Antique City. — Such seems to have been the 
universal first model of completed political society in the Greek 
world. When it comes within our view in the Homeric songs, 
however, it is already old and near its end. It was the complete 
and singularly logical result of that widening from family to 
tribe which had filled the ages of human life which had gone 
before it. It was the true offspring of its long ancestry: a 
greater family descended from a long line of families. But when 
we catch our first glimpse of it, the end of the pure family state 
is at hand. A series of revolutions is about to change the whole 
organization of political society. 

58. This change did not proceed everywhere with Uniformity." 
Similar changes were effected, indeed, everywhere; but differing 
circumstances gave to change-a different speed and a varying 
form and sequence in separated localities. It Wat not so much 
a continued development as a differentiation. It will be best, 
therefore, to continue our examination of the further modification 
and expansion of Greek institutions by studies of the histories 
of the particular cities of Greece; and it is almost unavoidable 
that the particular cities ch6sen for.this purpose should be Athens 
and Sparta, inasmuch as it is only of these two masterful cities 
that we have anything like adequate knowledge. 

59. The City absorbs its Constituent Parts. — There is, however, 
one uniform process first to be noted agiongst all the governments 
of historical Greece. City life continued everywhere; but the 
government did not remain cantonal. It became municipal. A 
‘city’ was no longer merely the confederate centre 'of separated 
family cantons in which the real life of the people still dwelt. 
That life had become much more largely and truly a united life. 
The city no longer received its vitality from the family govern¬ 
ments round about it; they, rather, derived their significance 
from thcVr connection with the city. The r city was now, instead 
of a mere compound or Aggregate, a whole, of which tribes, phra- 
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tries,* and families were parts. The confederation had, so to 
say, swallowed up the confederates. The city, a child of family 
government, had subordinated family government to itself; had 
usurped a full supremacy, making itfc parents its sfbjects. 

60. Decline of the Elders' Separate Powers. — We have not the 
historical materials for making quite plain the causes of this nota¬ 
ble transformation in political order; but we can see some of the 
forces which may have brought it about. By coming together 
under the early city organization the aforetime sovereign family 
governments necessarily lost much of their importance. Con¬ 
federation inevitably lessens the individual importance of the 
confederates. They have no longer their accustomed separate 
prominence; that has been swallpwed up in their aggregate 
weight. However small might have been the power jf each 
family group when it wSs dissociated from its neighbors, its 
independence gave it a dignity, a eohesiveuess, an individuality, 
•and. a &lf-sufficiency of which close association with others robbed 
it. After the independence of the family had been curtailed by 
confederation, the strongest motives for preserving family organi¬ 
zation intact yould be displaced by wider interests. The genera- 
tion which saw the ‘ city.' formed would of course not dream that 
family importance had been in any wise impaired. The Elders 
of the first councils would abate not a jot of their pride of blood 
and of authority, but jvould deem themselves as great kings as 
bver. And*in those times of reluctantly changing thought scarcely 
an element of altered conception in regard to these matters would 
enter for generations together. But, whether sensibly or insen¬ 
sibly, profound modifications both of social thought and of social 
practice # would at length take place. Relegated to a subordinate 
rank in the political order and no longer obliged to preserve that 
constitution Much had been essential to it while it continued 
itself an independent government, the gens would by degrees lose 
its close integration and compact organic structure. A kingdom 
within a kingdom is a difficult thing to keep alive. Its members 
are confused by a service of two masters* and end by really serv¬ 
ing only *ne, — and that the stronger. 

61. Political Disintegration of the Gens. —The family died, 
therefore, as a political organization, foa lack, no doubt, of suffi- 
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cienfcly important functions to keep it interested in itself. It 
was gradually disintegrated. In religion, indeed, it steadily kept 
its unity for centuries, formally at, least, if not vitally; but in 
other things it fell slowly apart. Its branches became by degrees 
more and more independent of each other. Its property was no 
longer held in common, but was divided with greater and greater 
freedom, and with less and less regard for that law of primogeni¬ 
ture which had formerly made the eldest-born son of the direct 
line the sole proprietor, as trustee for his kinsmen, of the family 
lands and goods. In the end, this eldest son got not even the 
largest share of the property, but divided it equally with his 
•Jll'others. 

Hellas. 

62. Greece not Hellas. — In our moaern thought of the Greeks 
we are too apt to make Athens and Sparta the centres and epitome 
of the whole life of a various nation throughout a long age; for¬ 
getting that great Hellenic cities lay far and wide upon almost 
every Mediterranean shore; that there had been a great civiliza¬ 
tion in Greece, at whose antiquity we can only guess, long before 
Athens and Sparta were founded; that*the Greeks called them¬ 
selves Hellenes, rather, and thought of themselves as inhabitants, 
not of narrow' Greece only, but of wide Hellas, of all the spread¬ 
ing coasts that held the scattered settlements of their race. 
Wherever Greeks established themselves in independence, setting 
up their own civilization and characteristic forms of government, 
there was a piece of Hellas; wherever there was an Hellenic 
people, there was a portion of the Hellenic land. Neither on the 
mainland of Greece, nor-.upon the islands of the JDgean, por upon 
the coasts of Asia, nor in Sicily or Italy or Africa, had the 
Hellenes drawn together under any common political organiza¬ 
tion ; nowhere had their race known any national unity. Hellas 
named a region, not a nation. 

63. The Migration of the Greek Peoples. — The Greeks called 
themselves Hellenes because they traced the lineage of their race 
to Hellen, prince of the Thessalians, who had led the first great 
movement of the men of their kin to their .modern seats of power. 

It was he who had led -his people, a great host, into the north* 
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eastern region of classical Greece, to make it ‘Thessaly,’ driving 
the iEolians already settled there into new homes further south, 
in Boeotia. In like manner the Dorians had made thefr conquering 
movqpient southward into Peloponnesus, displacing*there the Mo¬ 
tion Achmans, who, thus ousted, in their turn expelled an Ionian 
population from the narrow, sheltered, southern's trip of the Corin¬ 
thian Gulf coast to which they were to give its historical name 
— Achaia. Many of the Ionians, thus expelled from their early 
■ seats in Peloponnesus, passed northward to join kinsmen in Attica. 
Thus was that distribution of peoples effected in Greece which 
was to characterize the classical period of Greek history. 

64. Put these were not the first movements of Greek history. 
They stand out bolder to our view, run c’earer in the old tradition 
of the race, usher in the history of which we have some authen¬ 
tic recbrd; but they only changed the old face of affairs’in the 
littje world that lay about the JSgean. Greece was full of barba¬ 
rous tribes, settled up and down all her varied coasts, and within 
all the pocketed valleys that lay snug among her mountains, long 
ere these disturbing conquerors came out of the north; and not 
of barbarous ^tribes only, but of ’stately cities here and there, 
where were to be seen the ancient monuments of a great civiliza¬ 
tion come out of th6 East. The Phoenicians had, time out of 
mind, traded’upon these coasts. They had unwittingly taught 
these JSgean tribesmen to follow the sea, and seek a commerce of 
their own. * There were nat ; re seameivon the iEgean, we know, as 
early as the thirteenth century before Christ. They made bold 
rivals, it turned out, appropriating first the trade of their own 
seas, and then pushing out, age by age, into the broad Mediterra¬ 
nean itself, to meet and compete with the seamen of Phoenicia in 
their olefest haunts and moSt familiar havens. 

65. Upon fee western coast of AsPa Minor also, and on all the 
islands that fringed ‘the Aegean upon either hand, or shut it in 
from the broader seas to the southward, there lay, in those earliest 
days, a population like this of Greece. Whether these primitive 
peoples whom the Phoenicians had found,were of their own Gre- 
tian kin* «r not, the men of the later age who called themselves 
Hellenes, could not clearly tell. There were several drains of 
differing blood, no doubt, among the several peoples of that time 
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Some seemed like tlxe Greeks, and mingled with them as kinsmen; 
others showed an alien cast, as if of an aboriginal people who 
must have known the land before ever the Greek came. It may 
be that the migrations of Hellen and his Thessalians, qf the 
Dorians, and of all the peoples they sent afield, were but repeti¬ 
tions of what had taken place more than once before, to be quite 
forgotten. Possibly earlier Greek migrations, conquests, and set¬ 
tlements had filled the .Egean upon either coast with a people like 
those of the lv.storie time. The Trojans may, after all, have been * 
elder kinsmen of the men who fought in the hosts of Agamemnon. 

66. The Phoenician Influence. — The Egean peoples did not 
forget what the Phoenicians had taught them; and the Hellenes 
'reaped the harvest, building their civilization upon the foundations 
already laid in the earlier time. The Phoenicians were already 
old when the peoples of the northern* Mediterranean coaxes were 
yet in their first youth. They had been traders ever since.the 
sixteenth century before Christ; were elders among .the'nations 
of their time. It was of course inevitable that the unforined 
Greeks should learn from them as from masters. And they learned 
much. They probably learned from these first lords of the Medi¬ 
terranean not only navigation and shipbuilding, but also the use 
of weights and measures, their alphabet, arfd much antique taste 
and knowledge in the fields of art and science. ' This eastern 
culture became at length an integral part pf Hellenic thought and 
habit, hardly to be distinguished as of foreign origin, so com¬ 
pletely did they appropriate it, st» greatly did they enrich and 
perfect it by their own genius. 

67. The Known Settlement of the JEgean. — The movements 
set afoot by Dorian and, Thessalian conquests did not estop with 
readjustments of population upon thef Grecian peninsula. Attica 
could not easily contain the‘Ionian immigration whith came to her 
from the southern coasts of the Corinthian Gulf when the Achae¬ 
an s thrust themselves in there to escape the Dorian conquerors. 
Many, therefore, passed on from Attica across the sea, to found 
Ionian settlements upon the central Egean, coasts of Asia Minor. 
Yet earlier, bodies of Achaeans, still under the impulse,'perhaps, 
which they had received from the Doriarfs, had gone from Achaia 
to oceupy the northwest^ regions of the same Asiatic coast. Even 
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the Borians passed on into Asia from Peloponnesus, taking pos¬ 
session of the southwestern coasts of Asia Minor, and establishing 
themselves in the islands of Crete, Cos, and Rhodes, the Dorians, 
indeed, had become supreme only in the southern aad eastern por¬ 
tions of the Peloponnesus, only in Messenia, Laconia, and Argolis. 
The settlements in the southern islands of the /fcgean archipelago 
and on the southwestern coasts of Asia Minor symmetrically com¬ 
pleted their geographical position as a sort of southern fringe to 
' classical Hellas. 

It is, possibly, to this period of the resetUenemi of Asia Minor by the 

European Greeks, thus returning, it may be, upon the original lines of 

Greek movement, that we owe the legend of the Trojan war. 

68. The Greek Hediterranean. — Nor was even this the last of 
movement and new settlement. The (Leeks were yet to add to 
a G^eek Aegean a Greek Mediterranean. This they effected by 
means flf tlvs notable colonization of the eighth and seventh centu¬ 
ries before Christ. Foremost among the colonizers stood Ionian 
Miletus, in Asia Minor, and Ionian Chalcis, in Euboea. Miletus 
became the mother of more than eighty colonies, sending compa¬ 
nies of her people to found Naiuyatis on the Nile delta, Cyzieus 
and Sinope, and a scof-e or two of other towns, on the Propontis; 
making settlements further away still, where she did so much of 
her trading, on the slipres of the Euxine. . Chalcis contributed 
thriving Greek communities 1.0 Sicily, created the ‘ Clialcidici,’ 
and founded Rhegium in Italy. Others were scarcely less busy 
in colonization. Dorians created the notable city of Tarentum, 
in Southern Italy; Aelneans built, upon the same coast the rival 
cities of Sybaris and Croton ; Corinthians, established Corcvra off 
the* coast of Epirus, and lfisty Syracuse in Sicily. The Ionian 
Phocmans ventured still further west and built that Massilia 
which was to beeomfc French Marseilles. Massilia, in her turn, 
sent colonists to the eastern coasts of Spain ; and these were kept 
back only by the power of Carthage from spreading wider still 
Greek settlement and,dominion in the v^est. In brief, it was a 
distinguishing characteristic of the w r hole process by which the 
Mediterranean was at this time so largely Hellenized th.ft towns 
begat towns in prolific generation. Each* colony was sure to be- 
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come itself a mother city. The process was of two centuries’ 
duration, extending from about 750 h.c. to about 550 h.c. But so 
rapidly did ft move, so much faster did the colonies develop in all 
respects than the mother cities of the central Greek lands, that in 
the first century after the beginning of the Olympiad reckoning 
(776-676 n.c.) tlid ■“centre of gravity of the Hellenic world” had 
already shifted from Greece proper to the lusty colonial states. 
In Cicero’s phrase, an Hellenic hem was woven about the barba¬ 
rian lands of the Mediterranean. From far eastern Naueratis, on ' 
the Nile, to far western Massilia, in Gaul, throughout almost all 
the chief islands of the sea, skirting the shores of Propontis and 
Euxine, as well as on every Mediterranean coast not dominated 
by Phmnieians, thronged busy Hellenic colonies, impressing every¬ 
where upon the life of that early time their characteristic touch 
of energy, of ordered government, of held and penetrating thought 
and courageous adventure, and everywhere keeping themselves 
separate, in proud distinctness, from the barbarian peppleis round 
about them. 

69. Race Distribution. — The distribution thus effected of the various 
•branches of the Greek race is not without its historic#' interest. The 
ASgean is circled, east, north, west, .and south, by Ionian settlements, only 
Thessaly and the vKolian colonies on the northwestern coast of Asia 
Minor breaking their continuity from Kubota round by thl- Chalcidici and 
Thrace, down the eastern coast of the iEgean, through the islands of 
Samos, Icaria, Naxos,’Paros, Tcnos, and Andros, to Eubcea again. Sout(> 
of this Ionian circle is the if>rian setfticircle, which runs through Crete, 
Carpatlms, and Rhodes to the islands and coasts of Southwestern Asia 
Minor. Italy is occupied, for the most part, by -Eolian settlers, though 
a Dorian city stands at one end, an Ionian city at the other, of the line 
of JEolian colonies there., Sicily is shared by Dorians and Ionjans. 

Everywhere, however close they may Kvc to each other, th&e several 
tribes retain their distinctness, conscious of kinship an^ using substan¬ 
tially the same speech, but, persisting in noticeable differences of character 
and rivalries of aim. 

70. The Greek Colonial System. —There was little or no politi¬ 
cal unity even among cities of the same division of the race. No 
common system of government bound the towns of,any coast 
together everywhere, on the contrary,‘they stood aloof from 
each other, organically separate and self-directive. Greek colon!- 
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zation was radically different from the colonization which the 
modern world has seen, and even from that which the Roman 
world saw. A mother city seldom kept any hold updn her colo¬ 
nies whatever, except a very vague liold of religirus sentiment 
which even very slight strains of adverse circumstance often 
sufficed to destroy. Colonies went out to bec<fine cities, in the 
.full antique sense of that term, completely independent, self- 
governing communities. 

The mother city sent out each colonizing company that left her 
as if she were sending out a part of L-.stlf. The emigrants took 
with them fire, kindled at the public hearth (prytaneum), where¬ 
with to furnish their own altars with the sacred flame kept alive 
from of old in the religious rites or fjlieir kinsmen. The mother 
city supplied them with a leader whom the colonists recognized 
as their founder; the appftval of the Delphic oracle was’often 
sought by the emigrants; and they generally awaited, too, the 
Consent of the city’s gods. If, moreover, in after times, a colony 
contemplated sending out from its own midst another colony, it 
commonly sought a leader and founder at the hands of its own 
mother. Manf ties of sentiment and tradition bound it to the 
community from which it had .sprung. But it none the less 
became, immediately upon its birth, a sovereignly separate state, 
no less its own mistress in all things than the city from which 
it had come out. The ,Mediterranean was fringed, not by a few 
Grecian states, aggregates of .Uoliaiv, Dorian, or Ionian settle¬ 
ments, but by scores of separate city communities as independent, 
for the most part, and often as proud, as Athens, — for a long age 
as powerful also as she. 

71. Cqjonial Constitutions. — It was natural that each colony 
slnfuld retain in its political arrangements the main features 
of the constitution of its mother city; and in the earlier periods 
of colonization the GTeek world may be said not to have known 
any political organization but the aristocratic. The earliest 
periods of colonization, it is true, were the periods of monarchy; 
but of monarchy already in decay. An aristocratic organization 
was, accordingly, at first, almost everywhere either produced or 
reproduced in the eolonfes. But it was destined from t!?e nature 
of the ease to undergo in these newer communities much more 
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rapid changes than overtook it in the states of the older Hellenic 
lands. The men who founded the colonies of the eighth and 
seventh centuries had most of them left the mother city to be rid 
of the tyranny of an oligarchical minority and find a fr$e life. 
Among colonists settling in regions as yet untouched by tlieii 
own civilization there necessarily obtained an equality of condi¬ 
tion, and presently an absence of clear traditional authority, 
which made democracy grow as if it were a natural product of 
the soil, and-, of the new atmospheric conditions. Neither did* 
Tradition bind: everything was to be attempted. Accordingly 
democracy was developed in the outlying parts very much sooner 
than in the central lands of Hellas. Athens waited till the end 
of the sixth century n.c. to see it in the reforms of Clisthenes 
(secs. 141-151); but many of the newer states had witnessed its 
introduction quite a century earlier. ' 

72. Although they outran the mother cities of Central Greece, 
however, in their haste of constitutional change, the •colonial 
cities generally went through just the same phases and stages 
of revolution that were afterwards to characterize the slower 
history of Athens. DenioeraeJ’ was generally approached through 
Timocracy, through arrangements, that is, such as Solon intro¬ 
duced in Athens, by which political privilege was graded accord¬ 
ing to wealth (secs. 128, 12'J). Often, too, changes'of this nature 
were accompanied in the colonies, as in llome (XII. Tables) and 
in many of the central Grijek communities, by a codification and 
publication of the law. Commonly democracies gave place to 
tyrannies, which were often, like that of l'isistratus in Athens 
(sec. 138), erected as a bulwark against aristocratic reaction. 
Either some man of the people pushed himself forward, by fair 
means or by foul, and checked aristocratic domination 'by reduc¬ 
ing all alike to submission to his own power; or itt.vas a member 
of the aristocratic class who made use of a -favoring opportunity 
to destroy aristocracy by a concentration of authority .in himself; 
or else a constitutional king threw aside the restraints of law and 
ruled as he willed. In almost every case the tyranny answered 
a useful purpose. It generally compacted and facilitated resist¬ 
ance to outside aggressions upon the independence of the city; it 
usually advanced, by thf: maintenance of steadied civil order, the 
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material interests of the community; it not infrequently bridged 
safely over the gulf which separated aristocratic privilege from 
popular sovereignty, preparing the levels of status upon which 
alone*demoeracy could be firmly built. ' 

73. Law ot Constitutional Modification in iHellas. — We have, 
thus, the same forces of constitutional change everywhere operative in 
the Greek world ; everywhere substantially the same changes take place 
in substantially the same order. Monarchy in all cases gives place to 
aristocracy ; aristocracy very often shades off into timodfacy ; all exclu¬ 
sive privileges in the long run give way before the forces of dein icracv; 
but democracy is seldom secured in its final triumph without the inter¬ 
vention of the tyrant, the man who rules without the warrant of the law. 
In some of the greater Hellenic eitic the period of tyranny is the period 
of highest power and prosperity, and democracy comes afterwards only 
to mark decline and loss of separate independence. Many l’elopopnesian 
. comnlunities cling as long afinost as Sparta herself to their aristocratic 
constitutions: in them class privilege dies exceeding hard. There is by 
, no means a perfect uniformity in Hellas either in the speed or in the 
character of political change ; but everywhere, unless outside circumstance 
commands otherwise, the same tendencies, the same leaven of plebeian 
discontent, the same ferment of personal ambition, arc operative to work 
out within eaQh little, self-centred city similar modilications of organiza¬ 
tion and authority. 

O 

74. Union gmd Nationality among the Greeks. — Despite the 
separateness of Greek city life and its jealous negation of all 
political power save onSy iiiat of the citizens of each community 
acting independently and for, themselves, there was a distinct 
consciousness in the minds of all Greeks alike of a common 
Hellenic blood, common traditions, a common religion and civili¬ 
zation. A sense of nationality which, though vague, was never¬ 
theless persistent and on occasion derisive of great issues, pervaded 
the'Hellenic cities of the ancient Mediterranean world and gave 
to the history of the Greeks some features of homogeneity and 
concert. A common flellenie character everywhere distinguished 
Greek communities from all others. But their inbred political 
habit and their wide geographical extension effectually barred, 
sooner or. later, every movement to wards •national governmental 
union. * 

w 

75. Religious Community: the Delphic Amphictyony. — In re¬ 
ligion more than in anything else the Greeks made show of union 
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and gave evidence of a spirit of nationality. In many quarters 
of Hellas ci.ties lying round about some famous shrine of Zeus, 
Apollo, Poseidon, or other national deity, came together into 
an AmphicDonv, or League of Neighbors, for the purpose of 
worthily maintaining and enriching the worship of the divinity 
and of defending his shrines against pollution or dishonor. The 
most famous and influential of these associations was that which 
gathered about the shrine of Demeter Amphietyonis at Ther¬ 
mopylae and the temple of Apollo at Delphi. It included, at 
one time or another, almost every tribe, great or small, of Central 
Greece; and in its later development admitted to membership 
Dorian states also of Peloponnesus. Its history runs back be¬ 
yond the beginnings of authentic tradition; but it is probable 
that ; t had at one time considerable political influence. Its 
primary purpose was to superintend the common worship of 
Apollo, to guard the oracle at Delphi in its sacred independence, 
to maintain against invasion the territory round about the shrine 
which was consecrated to the uses of religion. It had regular 
assemblies composed of delegates from the several states in the 
league, a permanent official organization, fixed rule-, of procedure, 
and ancient prestige. 

At the semi-annual meetings of the league, held spring and autumn at 
Thermopylie and at Delphi, vast concourses of Greeks swarmed from all 
parts nf the central states of Hellas to take part in the festivals held in 
honor of the god, and to get gain out of the opportunities for trade thereby 
afforded. 

76. But the equal voice accorded to large and small tribes alike 
in the votes of the Amphictyonic Council speedily robbed its con¬ 
clusions of binding force in even the international politics of the 
states concerned. The powerful members of the AmphietyTjny 
naturally would not heed the dictation of its insignificant mem¬ 
bers. Rules there were by which each state in the league was 
bound under oath not to destroy any Amphictyonic town, not to 
turn away from it at any time its running waters, to join heartily 
in every duty which loohed to the protection of the Delphic temple, 
and in other respects to observe, at least within the limits of the 
league, humane standards of conduct both in war and in peace as 
well as faithful standaids of cooperation in all matters touching 
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the 'Worship of the divinity in whose name the association was 
formed. There were germs in the constitution of the Delphic 
Amphictyony on the one hand of national unity, and tm the other 
of international comity and morality. But thes# germs were 
never developed. The disintegrating forces of Greek politics 
were too strong to be stayed by the mild forces bf religion. 

„ The Araphictyonic bond was never, perhaps, a close one. During the 
central, most celebrated period of Hellenic history the influence of the 
league utterly disappears from politics; and, when in latc% times it agaiu 
emerges, it is only to plunge Greece into sacred wars” which afford 
Macedonia her opportunity for the destruction of Greek independence, 
and in die conduct of which almost every humane and religious purpose 
of the Amphictyony is flagrantly neglec . d. 

7 i. The Delphic Oracle : its Influence. —None the less, the oracle 
at Delphi, whose shrine the Amphictyony had been organized to protect 
and honor, exercised an abidSig influence upon Greek life throughout the 
length and breadth of Hellas. Its shrine has been called “the common 
, lieartls of Hellas,” the centre towards which the faith aud reverence of 
tlje great Greek family turned as towards the home of their religion, the 
symbol of tiieir oneness. The Homans, — even the Romans of the time 
of the Empire, — consulted the oracle, go great was its fame and authority ; 
and in the Grqpk world almost every considerable undertaking awaited its 
sanction. Its responses were general}’, in cases of difficulty or of contro¬ 
versy between two powerful states, given with great wisdom and circum¬ 
spection. Those who acted as the moiithpi-ces of the god acquired a 
facility aud felicity in the utterance of double, as well as of sage, mean¬ 
ings which paved the reputation of the oracle in*a!l cases by virtue of a 
possible twofold interpretation of its response. Though the influence 
of the oracle waned, like ail other influences of the older religion, in the 
later periods of Hellenic history, its power was very slow indeed to disap¬ 
pear altogether. Its formative authority must be put prominently forward 
in any estimate, however slight, of the nationalizing forces operative in the 
history #f the Greeks. , 

78. Political Aggregation: Achaean* Supremacy. — Such politi¬ 
cal cohesion as the cities of Hellas here and there had was given 
them, not by community of religious feeling, hut by the compel¬ 
ling power of some dominating ruler or strong, aggressive city 
aristocracy.* The story.of the Trojan war ^applies us with a type 
of the only sort of empire that Greek polities was ever to pro¬ 
duce : the supremacy of flue city over many others. Agai*emnon, 
king of Mycence, was leader of the Greek# against Troy because 
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Mycenae was the leading state of Greece. Mycenae, lying inl&nd in 
the northwestern portion of the great peninsular plain of Argolis, 
and Tiryns'placed just at the head of the Argolic Gulf, were the 
seats of tl^ dominant forces of Greek politics in that antique 
time. Built, doubtless, by immigrants direct from Phrygia, they 
nevertheless figure in the Homeric songs as the regnant cities 
among the Achaeans of the Pelopouuesus. So controlling is the 
part played by Acliaxins in the Trojan expedition that Homer 
again and a£ain uses ‘ Acluean ’ as synonymous with ‘ Greek.’ 
Tribes from every quarter of the central Greek lands recognized 
the king of Mycenae as their natural leader: for Mycenae domi¬ 
nated Sparta, Argos, Corinth, and every other Peloponnesian com¬ 
munity, and these Acluean communities of Peloponnesus were the 
prevalent powers of Greece. 

79. Cretan Power. —Of a like pattern was the supremacy said to 
have been established in Crete by the mythical king and lawgiver, 
Minos. At some time in that heroic period to whose events no definite 
dates can be assigned, Minos, ruler of Cuossus in Crete, was thought by 
the Greeks, not only to have brought within his power many of the other 
Hellenic cities of the island, but also to have constructed something like 
an empire out of the numerous island states of the southern jEgean, 
establishing a naval force which swept the ser of pirates, and giving to 
the cities under his sway a system of laws which was a-prototype of the 
later and more famous laws of Sparta. 

80. The Supremacy of -Argos. —Later, Argos gained a like 
temporary ascendency in the Peloponnesus. Under Phidon, a 
lineal successor of the Heraclidm, and therefore a rightful repre¬ 
sentative of Dorian supremacy, a man of imperative initiative 
and commanding ability, Argos dominated the cities «f Argolis, 
and even led for a time the whole oi' the Peloponnesus. Phidon 
used his power to substitute Argos for Elis in the 'presidency, for 
a single occasion, of the Olympian games. 

81. Games and Festivals: the Hellenic Spirit. —To preside at 
Olympia was to preside, for the nonce, over all Hellas: for 
nowhere did the pan-Hellenic spirit speak with so plain and so 
impressive a voice as at Olympia. There every four years Greeks 
gather®! from all quarters of the Helle'nic world to hold games 
in honor of Zeus, their national deity. With equal frequency 
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tno Gi%ek world sent its crowds of spectators, its picked athletes, 
its poets, historians, and musicians to the great Pythian festivals, 
in honor of Apollo, at Delphi. Every third year the Icfnian Posei¬ 
don was celebrated with almost equal* splendor in the Isthmian 
games, held under Corinth’s presidency. Zeus had Sis famous 
games and rites every third*year at Nemea also, in Argolis. But 
no festival had quite the celebrity and influence enjoyed by those 
which every fifth year witnessed at Olympia, in Elis. The Greeks 
reckoned time by ‘ Olympiads,’ by the four-year periods, that is, 
which elapsed between festival and festival at Olympia. To win 
a prize iti the Olympian games was to win immortality. Thither 
poets went to publish their poems to all who would listen. Embas¬ 
sies came from every Greek city of consequence, on the mainland 
of Greece at any rate, to take solemn part in the ceremonies by 
which the religious motive.? of the gathering were proclaimed. 
Those who were not Greeks could be present as spectators; but 
no one v9ho eon Id not prove himself of pure Hellenic blood and 
free from till taint of sacrilegious crime could take part in any 
contest. The period of the games was made a period of peace, 
of truce: war ^stood still while the Greeks thus gave token of 
their common national spirit, of their race unity in religion and 
in standards of achievement. It is scarcely possible to exagger¬ 
ate the’ influence, both political and moral, of these festivals. 
The persistency and entjiusiasm with which they were celebrated 
tllroughout fully a thousand years giv#s impressive evidence of 
their significance in Greek national history. 

Still, although they spoke a national spirit, they did not secure 
political unity. Nothing but strength, nothing but arms or self- 
interest, jhniished means sufficient for even those temporary, 
ephemeral unions of Greek Cities which once and again seemed 
for a moment to be bringing sections bf the Hellenic world into 
the possession of bettfr, because more national, political methods. 

82. The Delian Confederacy. — The most celebrated, and in its 
early days most promising, of the combinations by means of which 
a certain degree of Hellenic union was secured was the Delian 
Confederacy. In resisting the Persian invasions of b.c. 490 and 
480 the cities of European Greece had looked to Sparta%s their 
leader. But the two campaigns resulted in bringing Athens for 
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■ward as the most effectual representative of Greek indepeifdence; 
and the turn which the contest with the Persians took, so soon 
as Marathon, Salamis, and Platsea had thrust the invaders out of 
Greece, made Athens the only possible leader. Immediately after 
these victories the Hellenic states of the JEgean joined the states 
of the mainlanu in following up the'military advantages already 
gained and in driving the Persians back from Asiatic as well as 
from European Hellas; and in this movement, as in the earlier 
defence of the peninsula, Sparta led. But Sparta soon found that 
such leadership threatened to result in the breeding of generals 
whose personal power would be full of peril to her aristocratic 
constitution. She was, besides, not fitted, cither by position or 
by political constitution, to play the part of a naval state: and 
yet it must be a naval state that should lead the .Egean and 
Asiatic communities in their contest with the common enemy. 
Sparta, therefore, withdrew", and Athens became her natural suc¬ 
cessor in the hegemony. 

83. The result was the re-formation of the league; or, rather, 
the formation of a new league. This league was the Delian, 
formed about jj.c. 475. It embraced most of the.-Tonian states of 
the archipelago and of the Asiatic coast. Delos was chosen at 
the seat of its treasury and the meeting-place of its assemblies 
not only because of its convenient central location, but also be 
cause it possessed one of the most anc’ent and revered of th.- 
shrines of Apollo and cor Id therefore furnish for the league that 
religious background which was indispensable to Greek thought- 
in the construction of confederacies. About the shrine in Delos 
the confederates gathered as an Amphictyony. Organization was 
effected under the wise and eminently conservative guidance of 
Aristides: and that organization promised to be effectual. 'The 
league had a treasury filleu by stated contributions from all those 
members of the organization who could not themselves furnish 
men and vessels to the confederate fleet; that treasury was ad¬ 
ministered by permanent officials (Hellenotamiw) trained for their 
functions in Athens; its assembly met statedly; it maintained a 
great fleet constantly upon the seas: in all respects..it was the 
most compact, most energetic, most promising political combina¬ 
tion that Hellas had yet seen. 
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St. Athenian Empire. — But the confederate features of this 
combination speedily disappeared. From the first Athens had 
had, not the presidency only, but also the control, of the league. 
Her ciUizens administered its treasury*; she commanftqd the con¬ 
federate fleet; both in material power and in political capacity 
she immeasurably excelled till the other confederates. Many of 
the confederate states, too, played into her hands. They pre¬ 
ferred to pay money into the treasury rather than be at the 
trouble of supplying men and ships, — and Athens made no ob¬ 
jection to the change. Presently she transferred the funds to her 
own coffers, and did not scruple to use them to pay for the mag¬ 
nificent buildings and the matcliles" works of art with which, 
Pericles being master of her policy,, she adorned herself. In 
every way, indeed, the money of the confederacy was made to 
simplify Athenian finance. 'When members of the league tried 
to withdraw from it, they found themselves coerced by Athens 
into remaining, being obliged either to pay a heavy tribute for 
their recalcitrancy or to submit to be ruled direct from Athens. 
The later days of the league saw Athenian officers of oversight 
established in many of the towns which had once been equal 
members with Athens in the confederacy, and in some, Athenian 
garrisons. When necessary or expedient, Athens strengthened 
her control by new and separate treaties with the stronger towns 
under her hegemony. The Delian Confederacy had become an 
Athenian Empire. 

It was tlie resources wrung from this empire that rendered the finances 
of Athens so easy of management in the time of Pericles ; and it was the 
success of the finances, probably, which gained for his policy of making 
money payments to the people (sec. l.W) the tolerance of the richer classes 
of «the citizens, and prevented flic fatal consequences of that policy from 
making themselves at. once manifest. 

8A' The Peloponnesian War: Oligarchies vs. Democracies.— 

This empire* had hardly been secured when Spartan jealousy 
brought aboi*t its downfall. The Peloponnesian war was fought 
nominally, because Atlihns took Corcyra’s*part. against. Corinth, 
Coreyra's pllrent city, but.really because the power of Athens bad 
become too great to be longer brooked by the Peloponnesian states. 
Most of the more powerful states of the *Peloponnesus, besides, 
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had oligarchic or aristocratic constitutions, and Athens WHS the 
representative and embodiment of democracy. That Pelojion- 
nesus, with Sparta at its head, should strike at Athenian suprem¬ 
acy was in*'ntable. 

The result of # the war was to make Sparta supreme. But she 
used her supremacy to humiliate, not’to unite, Greece. She put 
garrisons and military governors (harmosts) in every city convicted 
or suspected of disaffection towards her. It was impossible that 
dEgean Hellas should long be held together by the hateful methods 
of her drastic tyranny. Accordingly, Sparta steadily lost her 
ascendency. 

. Athens, on the other hand, gradually recovered much of the 
ground she had lost; gathered about herself a new and more 
extensive league, including not only many of her old allies, but 
also Dorian and Eubcean commonwealths not a few, and even, 
for a time, Macedonian and Thessalian princes; conducted'her¬ 
self with an unwonted moderation, dictated by sad experience: 
and had the satisfaction of seeing Peloponnesian fleets again and 
again driven from the .Egeaij. Sparta was forced to be content 
to be the chief among oligarchies and to leave* tl.‘5 principal role 
in Greece to democrats. 

86. Meantime Thebes was brought to a sudden and sh’ort-lived suprem¬ 
acy by the genius of Epaminondas, utterly defeating the Spartans at 
Leuctra (b.c. 371) not only, but also making forcible and radical readjust¬ 
ments in the politics of the Peloponmsus. 

87. Hacedon. — But nothing that any Greek city could do 
proved effectual in uniting the Greeks: confederacies and hegem¬ 
onies alike were ephemeral. It remained for Macedon and 
Rome to do for them what they could not do for themselves. ’’The 
Macedonians were cousins to the Greeks, having much Hellenic 
blood in their veins,—though just how much we cannot say. They 
were quite near enough of kin to understand Greek character and 
politics thoroughly, and to make their assumption to lead Greece 
seem not altogether Unnatural. Philip *of Macedon .knew his 
object perfectly, easily divined the means of attaining it, and 
advanced towards it with consummate craft, energy, and success. 
First, he conquered th4 outlying Greek cities nearest to his hand; 
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next he intervened in a “sacred war”—a war among the Am- 
phictyons concerning Delphi — by which Greece was torn , and 
won a piace in the Ainphietyony itself, as a Greek fower; and 
t then, turning to the completion of his'designs, he criftjjed Athens 
(Chmronea, 338), reduced the power of Sparta, and, establishing 
himself in the presidency of the Ainphietyony, brought the states 
of European Greece together into a nominal league which was in 
reality a Macedonian empire. Central Greece was at last com¬ 
pacted for a national undertaking, — the Helleuiantion of the 
East. 

88. The Hellenization of the East. —That Hellenization fol¬ 
lowed the conquests of Alexander the Great. Alexander moved 
against Persia as the leader and Representative, because the 
master, of the European Greeks. His armies were Greek, in 
large part pure Greek, and the regions which he conquered were 
regions opened thereby to the Greeks. Alexander himself did 
not live long enough to do much more for the permanent altera¬ 
tion of eastern civilization than clear away obstacles to the spread 
and predominance of western arts and ideas, and create the high¬ 
ways of politi«d organization upon which Greek influences were 
to advance into Syria and Egypt., The great changes which were 
to make the East Hellenic took place under his successors, the 
Diadochi, amidst the wars by which they sought to establish upon 
firm foundations theiw seri of independent Grmco-barbarian 
kingdoms. The process was easiest, of course, in Asia Minor, 
and most nearly resulted there in a veritable Hellenization, but 
even in Syria and Egypt it made notable strides, leaving Greek 
cities like Antioch and Alexandria to attest its vigor, and sub¬ 
duing to,Greek influences much important Mediterranean coast 
country. 

89. The East was by no means, however, made Greek in any 
such sense as that in‘which the .Egcan coasts of Asia Minor had 
so long beeif Greek. The Greeks, though they became exceedingly 
numerous s^id easily dominant in the new kingdoms, did not any¬ 
where, pj-obably, constitute a majority of the population. Nor 
were they*Greeks, for the most part, who would have been per¬ 
mitted to contend in the games at Olympia. Macedon’s%iprem- 
acy and eastern conquests had produced *a new Greek race, with 



50 


THE GOVERNMENTS OF GREECE. 


deep infusions of Macedonian and barbaric elements botlf in its 
blood and in its manners. It was on that very account the better 
adapted to' establish a new civilization, which knew little of the 
old Greek liberty or variety, — an orientalized Greek civilization. 
It was not stiffly retentive of exclusive characteristics, like the 
pure Hellenic; ’it was receptive of •outside influences, open to 
compromise, submissive to rulers. 

!)0. The Macedonian kingdoms amalgamated the East and gave 
it that individuality which, after Homan dominion had spread to 
it, was to enable it still to occupy a place apart in the ltoman 
system, and was to cause it ultimately to emerge from that system 
a distinct, separate, self-sufficing whole, the Eastern Empire (sees. 
239, 240). 

When Constantine transferred the capital from Rome to Byzantium, he 
of course shifted the centre of gravity from the I.atin-Teutorlic to the 
Greek side of the Empire. In the time of Justinian Greek was the pre¬ 
vailing language and the chief imperial officials were Greeks. * 

91. The older Greek cities of the JEgean coast of Asia Minor 
had been prepared by their earlier history to fall easily into a 
system like that established bv Maeedon. Denying themselves 
the strength that lies in unioij, they had singly succumbed, first 
to semi-barbarian Lydia, and afterwards to wholly barbarian 
Persia. It was no new thing with them, as it was with Athens 
and Thebes and Sparta, to become material in the hands of a 
conqueror, constituent parts of an empire. 

92. The Achaean League. —The period of Macedonian suprem¬ 
acy, period though it was of the final decline of Greek liberty, 
nevertheless witnessed one of the most brilliant attempts at 
national action on the part of the Greeks. The Achjgsans, who 
ever since that heroic age of the Trojan expedition when they*had 
been leaders of all GreetA (sec. 78) had stood in the background 
of Hellenic history, working out their own'quiet developments in 
comparative peace and prosperity in secluded Aehaift, now again, 
in the closing age of Greek history, stepped forward to a new 
leadership and initiative. The cities of Aehaia had from time im¬ 
memorial acted together under some form of political Association; 
but thdtr union did not become significant in the history of Greek 
polities until the year* n.c. 280. In that and the previous year 
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several Achaean towns took heart to cast out their Macedonian 
masters, and, having liberated themselves, drew together for 
mut nal assistance, making a common cause of their liberty. The 
spirit «f other towns kindled at the example, and tlfe movement 
Spread. Presently all the Achaean towns had become free, and 
the league sprang into importance. Sicyon, wnich was not an 
^Ycluean town, threw in her lot with it and gave it, in the person 
of her own gallant Aratus, a leader who was speedily to make 
it famous and powerful. Under his leadership it boeame instru¬ 
mental in delivering Corinth and otner neighbors from their 
tyrants. Year by year saw fresh accessions to its membership 
till it included Megara, Tra-zen, Epidauvus, Megalopolis, and even 
Argos. For half a century it served^ as an admirable organ for 
the national spirit of the Greeks; for a full century it retained 
no smail degree of credit; Tmt finally, of course, it was drawn, 
like all else, into the vortex of Homan conquest. It may be said 
to have teen the last word of Greek politics. 

9.'i. And in its constitution it spoke a rather notable word for 
the politician. That constitution brought the world within sight, 
perhaps, of a#vorkable confederate arrangement. The league 
acted through an assembly whiel^ met twice every year and to 
which was entrusted, not only the election of all confederate offi¬ 
cials, but also the supreme direction of every affair which affected 
the foreign relations of any i ity in the league, even though it were 
ah affair not'of general but only of local interest. The business 
of the assembly was prepared Vy a Council (flovfoj. boule) which 
was probably permanent. Its officers were, at first. two Generals 
(xtmteyoi ), afterwards one general and a chief of cavalry known 
as Tlippatflntx, as well as certain subordinate general officers; a 
Vulflio Secretary (ypappaTa%, yntmuiafeiut ); and a permanent 
executive comfnittee of ten known a£ Demiuryi. The board of 
cxertitive officers, it iS believed, presided over the sessions of the 
Assembly. • 

91. Here, certainly, was a better framework than the Greeks 
had ever known before for concerted national action. Its chief 
defects lay* in the composition and procedure of the Assembly. 
That body was composed,*in theory, of every freeman of tSe cities 
of the league who had reached the age of* thirty years. In fact, 
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of course, it consisted of the whole body of the freemen of the 
town where it met (usually JBgium, or, in later days, Corinth), 
and of sucfi citizens of the other towns as had the leisure or the 
means to attend. The ancient world knew nothing of the*device 
of representation which has solved so many problems of political 
organization for the Teuton. And the votes in the Assembly 
were taken by towns, not decided by the major voice of the free, 
men present. The few chance attendants from some distant city 
within the ldague spoke authoritatively for their fellow-townsmen: 
the smallest delegation had an equal vote with the largest; and 
yet there was no fixed plan which would make the vote of one 
delegation as representative as that of another. 

95. The AStolian League. — The same period saw another 
leagqe spring into rivalry with Macedonia on the one hand and 
with the Achaean towns on the other, whose constitution bears 
so close a resemblance to that of the Aclnean confederation as 
to suggest the prevalence in Greece of common conceptions, or 
at least of common habits, of political association. The .Etoliau 
League, like the Aclnean, had its general assembly of freemen; 
the business of that assembly was prepared by a committee whose 
functions resemble those of die Acluean Council; the chief 
executive officer of the league was a Strategas ; his associate in 
command was dubbed Hijgxirrhm; and a Public Secretary {gram 
mateus) served the league in its formal transactions. 

96. But these likenesses ought not to be too much insisted 
upon. We know less of the actual confederate life of the /Etolian 
League than of that of the Achaean, and what we do know reveals 
certain important differences between the two associations. The 
.■Etolian League was not a confederation of cities, but a»confeder¬ 
ation of tribes. Nor was the leadership which the .-Etol'ians 
acquired through their league like the leadership which fell to 
the Achaean towns. The /Etolians inhabited a country backed 
by impenetrable mountain fastnesses to which they hould retire, 
to the defeat of all outside coercion. Their aggressive and law¬ 
less natures led them fco make of their neighborhood fp the sea 
an opportunity for wide and successful piracy. Their«power and 
their energetic initiative created for them a sort of empire: at 
one time all of Southern Epirus, Western Aearnania, Thessaly, 
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Locris, Phocis, and Boeotia were included in the league, and it 
even had allies in Asia Minor and on the Propontis. It “assumed 
entire control of the Delphic oracle and of the ASnphictyonie 
assembly.” Its leadership was a 'purely militai^,leadership, 
presenting salient points of contrast to the association by means 
of which the Achaean Confederates sought to secure themselves 
,in the enjoyment of peace and liberty. 

■ 07. Every freeman of thirty years of age was entitled to membership 

of the Assembly of the League. That assembly met, not twice, but once 
a year, in the autumn, at Thcrmum, and was attended, of course, oniy by 
those who could afford to attend : that is, by the dominant few. 

The Assembly did not select the Strategic of the League, but a list of 
nominees for the office, — from which a Strategy* was picked out by lot. 

The Strategy*, not a hoard of magistrates as in Achaia, presided over 
the mw-tings of the Oonfedegite Assembly ; and to him were entrusted, 
besides his military, certain general civil and representative functions. 

The /Ktolian, like the Aehsean League, was eventually, of course, swept 
into the Roman vortex. 

08. Rome and the Western Greeks. — Western Hellas, after having 
been at some points touched by Cartilage, bad been absorbed by Rome 
before the imperial city hail sent her armies to intervene in the factional 
fights of GreAe proper. The cities of Magna Gracia Rome acquired 
when she completed Jier conquest* of the Italian peninsula, n.c, 272. 
Sicily, with its Greek and Carthaginian settlements, she acquired in n.c. 
241, and organized as a province in n.c. 227. The other western homes 
of the Greeks she made ^er ow n along with Spain and the coasts of Gaul. 
• " 

99. After Soman Conquest. — Rome*neitlu r undid the work of 
the Macedonian princes in Asia Minor and Syria, nor thoroughly 
Romanized there the systems of government. The vitality and 
self-direction of the semi-Greek municipalities of the East in 
large measure weathered Roman rule, as did also the Greek 
speech and partially Hellemzed life of Asia, Syria, and Egypt. 
The compound of oriental, Greek, and Roman methods in govern¬ 
ment which was effected by the later emperors, when Greek 
Byzantium Tiad become the imperial capital Constantinople, may 
be best discussed in direct connection with Roman political devel¬ 
opment (gees. 228-240)r. 

The Gr«ek settlements of Sicily, Italy, Gaul, and Spain were 
much more completely swallowed up and assimilated by Roman 
organization. 
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Sparta. 

100. Greek Constitutions. — It would no doubt be possible, by 
piecing together such details as have come down to us concerning 
the various governments of scattered Hellas, to construct some¬ 
thing like a general picture of Greek politics and administration. 
But those details are not many: the lines of the picture would be 
everywhere too broad and vague, and we should bring away from 
it hardly r moie than a body of conjecture. We shall better serve' 
our object by a study of the governments of Sparta and Athens, 
concerning whose constitutions we have very definite and reason¬ 
ably complete information. Sparta cannot, indeed, be taken as 
a type, for her constitution seems to have stood almost if not quite 
unique in the Hellenic world. It deserves study for its singu¬ 
larity, its stability, its persistent eM iency. The constitution of 
Athens, on the other hand, may fairly enough be taken as typi¬ 
cal of Greek life and polities. The two constitutions together 
supply a sufficient range and variety of institutional arrangement 
to enable us to appreciate the versatility of the Greek political 
genius, — a genius at once subtlt and practical, wjlli a touch too 
much, it may be, of nice inception, and yet steady withal and 
sagacious. 

101. Fixity of the Spartan Constitution. — It whs the circum¬ 

stances of her history which gave to tin* constitution of Sparta 
a character in many respects unique, and secured to'it an immu¬ 
nity from change which provokeVl at once the wonder and the 
envy of the rest of Greece. Throughout almost all of that chief 
period of Greek history with which the Greek writers have made 
us familiar, — from the time of Solon, namely, till theotecline of 
Athenian power and independence?—the Spartan constitution 
retained substantially the' very form it had hac> when Sparta 
first emerged into the field of history. A‘ll its features are at 
once ancient and perfectly preserved. * 

102. The Spartans a Garrison of Conquerors. — The Spartans 
had come as conquerors into the valley of the Eurotas.' They 
were of the number of those Dorians with whose invasion of 
Peloponnesus visible Greek history maHy be said to begin, and 
their hold upon their kingdom had been gained only after many 
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decades— it may be only after several centuries — of hard fight¬ 
ing advanced inch by inch. Their numerical strength was not 
great, probably at no time exceeding fifteen thousand; they lived 
in the midst of a forcibly subjected population, (rpm eight to 
ten times more numerous than themselves; and they had, con¬ 
sequently, to maintain their supremacy rather as a garrison than 
t as hereditary heads of a normal body politic. 

lO.'i. Slaves and Helots. — There was no considerable body of 
domestic slaves in Sparta. Slaves there were, indeed, but their 
number was never large; there being probably only enough to 
supply the wealthier families with household servants and the 
state with drudges. The burden of aB the other services that 
were required in the simple life of flic Spartan state fell upon a 
body of serfs called Helots. The Helots constituted the lowest 
rani. <5f the subject population of Laconia. They were, doubt¬ 
less, descendants of the original inhabitants of the country, and 
toyed their degradation to what, had fortune favored them, would 
have been accounted a reason forgiving them all honor,—their 
desperate resistance to the advance of the conquering Dorians. 
They are saiifc by some, indeed, to have received tlieir name, of 
Helots, from a town called Hflus which had been the last to 
yield itself to the conquerors, or the most stubborn in revolt 
against their dominion when that dominion was young. Their 
punishment, had consisted in being chained, not to masters, but 
to the land which had once been their own. They were slaves 
of the soil, rather than of the* soil's usurping masters. Though 
absolutely without freedom, they were not personal property, to 
he sold or exchanged in the market like the poor creatures who 
t.hronge<J*the slave-pens of Delos and Byzantium. They could 
not, change service save as % inseparable appendages of the lands 
upon which they served. They weiV, consequently, not at the 
mercy of the individual caprice of their masters, but had them¬ 
selves something of the inviolability of the property to which 
they were attached. They passed with it, as part of it, and could 
not pass otherwise without special legislative warrant. Neither 
could they be killed or misused by their masters without public 
authority, or at least sonie colorable pretext of the publit* safety 
And, inasmuch as they were thus a part of the real estate of the 
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country,—its motive part, its machinery of production, — and 
hedged about by the same laws that regulated the usufruct of 
the land, tlily were allowed to retain, for their own sustenance, 
a certain portion of the prbducts raised by their labor, that, as 
servants of the land, they might derive their support from it. 
In a sense, they belonged to the state 1 ; for the state controlled, 
as itself supreme owner, the ownership of the land to which they, 
were attached. They looked to the state alone, therefore, for 
any measure'Which was to affect their condition for better or for' 
worse: for new restrictions in consequence of their turbulence 
or threatening discontent, or for emancipation in return for such 
services as they were occasionally able to render in war. 

104. The Perked. — Sparta was not the lonely mistress of an 
empty land, where there were only Helots and their taskmasters 
living upon scattered farms. Inland towns stood about'her on 
either hand, up and down the spreading valley of the Eurotas; 
the coast was dotted all the way from Argolis round about tb 
Messenia with cities that showed a busy trade, and wrought at 
iron and other stuffs which the world stood ready to buy; Arca¬ 
dians, Ionians, Aclueans, men of the various brandies of the old 
race, made up the tale of their population; and they were not 
Helots. They were not Spartans, indeed, tut Peri met, neighbors, 
native provincials, of whom the Spartans had made subjects, but 
to whom freedom w.as left, if not political privilege. Not all 
stood upon the same footing; they had been conquered at differ¬ 
ent times, and had, no doubt, made different terms of submission. 
Some, perhaps, were obliged to receive Spartans into their chief 
offices; all had to pay a stated tribute; all were bound to supply 
troops in time of war; some found a hard discipline'ymt upon 
them if they were not always submissive enough ; none ddred 
resist encroachment; but in the main their peo’ple were free, 
though dependent. Their municipal affairs were, for the rtiost 
part, and at all ordinary seasons, in their own hinds. They 
might enrich themselves with trade and manufactures as they 
pleased, so long as they yielded Sparta her full tribute. Their 
lot grow steadily worse, no doubt, as Spartan power hardened in 
the face 1 of difficulty; but, for the rest, tliey lived their own lives, 
throve modestly, and earned for Laconia the title of “ the land of 
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a hundred towns.” Without them, Sparta, with her garrisoned 
citizens, would have lacked, not troops only, but money, and 
many a needed source of supply. 

Other inferior classes there seem to have been, occupying posi¬ 
tions intermediate in point of privilege and consideration between 
the dependent Helots and. Perimci on the one hand, and the 
supreme Spartiatoe on the other; but of them we know little that 
,is satisfactory or significant. Such glimpses as we get of them 
add almost nothing to our knowledge of Spartan life and politics. 

105. The Spartiatse: Property Laws and State Guardianship. — 
The Spurtiutce were the only citizens. The Periceci outnumbered 
them three to one, the Helots probably twenty to one; but only 
blood counted for aught in the Spartan state, and nowhere was a 
dominant. class more successful in maintaining a rigorously exclu¬ 
sive privilege. Throughout all that period of Sparta’s history 
which if best known and best worth knowing, no democratic revo¬ 
lution made any headway against this active, organized, indomita¬ 
ble band of Spartiattr, who held the state as an army would hold 
a fortress. Among themselves Spartans were Homoini (Equals); 
and in the eaflier days of their government every means was 
employed to make and keep their* equality a reality. In nothing 
was this purpose more apparent than in the system of land tenure. 
There was private property in land among the Spartans; but the 
state was, as I have sa\d, regarded as the original proprietor of 
the land, and individual tenure*was raftier of the nature of a usu¬ 
fruct held of the state and at the state’s pleasure than of a com¬ 
plete ownership. The purpose of the early legislation was to 
make the division of the land amongst the Spartan families as 
equal as possible; and the fate frequently resumed its proprie¬ 
tary rights an$ reapportioned estates v’hen grave inequalities had 
crept in, without a suspicion in any quarter of confiscation. It 
was a primary care of the state to keep its citizens rich in leisure, 
in order that they might live entirely for the service of the state 
and feel nfl necessity to engage in a pursuit of wealth, which 
would not only withdraw them from their Bounden political duties, 
but also rob them of social consideration. It accordingly under¬ 
took the patriarchal duty of administering the wealth of the coun¬ 
try as trustee for the citizens. It not only redistributed estates; 
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it also compelled rich heiresses to marry men without patrimony, 
and grafted the poor upon good estates by prescribed adoption. 
It followed,V>f course, from such laws, that adoption was not per¬ 
mitted to sy/edl the numbers of auv family without state sanction 
being first obtained, that wealthy heiresses were uot allowed to 
throw themselves away on rich youth's, and that landed estates 
could be alienated from the family to which the state had assigned 
them neither by sale nor by testamentary bequest. Citizens were 
both wards at id tenants of the state. 

106. Doubtless, however, it was only in the earlier periods of 
this constitution that this patriarchal guardianship and proprie¬ 
torship of the state was freely and effectively exercised for the 
purposes intended. It is certain that in later times great inequali¬ 
ties of condition did spring up among the so-called Equals; so 
much so that, they fell at last into two distinct classes, the Few 
who were rich, and the. Many who were comparatively or utterly 
poor. All Sparti at a- were no longer iqion the same politic al 
level even, but some were IJomuioi and some IIuponmom‘» 
(Inferiors'). 

107. The Two Kings. — The government which*lhe Spurt iata' 
conducted is at every point in bioad contrast to the governments 
of which Athens was a type. Fortune had givep Sparta two 
kings. Tradition held that the Dorian invaders had, ujion enter¬ 
ing the Peloponnesus.allotted its various districts to tjieir several 

Heraclid leaders: that Artstodemus. to whom Laconia had been 

* 

assigned, died before conquering his kingdom, leaving twin sons, 
Eurysthenes and l’rocles; that the mother of the boys declared 
herself ignorant which of the two was born first; that the Delphic 
oracle, when called upon to arbitrate the claims of the brothers, 
commanded that they should both be crowned and given joint and 
equal authority; and that from these two brothers had sprung the, 
two royal houses which reigned in Sparta. Whatever the origin 
of this double kingship, Sparta continued to have two kings till 
she had gone far in that decline which preceded Roman eofiquest. 
Their nominal functions were not widely* different from those 
which ive have seen the Homeric kings exercising. Tlfey “ were 
representatives of the state in its dealings with the gods, delil>- 
erative and judicial heads of the people in time of peace, and 
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comutenders in time of war.” 1 The very great limitations by 
which their prerogatives were in fact surrounded will appear 
in what remains to be said of the other institutions of the 
state.. 

108. The Council of Elders. —In deliberation aruf legislation 
they were, still after the. manner of the Homeric constitution, 
associated with a Genista (yipowta), or Council of Elders. The, 
'members of the Genista, however, unlike the Elders of the more 
“ancient Council, were elected by the popular Assembly (sec. 110). 
They were twenty-eight in number (constituting with the kings, 
a body of thirty); only those who were of noble blood and who 
had reached the age of sixty (the age at which liability to military 
service ceased) were eligible to membership; and those who were 
elected held office till death. As a court of justice, the Genisia 
had jurisdiction over the Rings, over capital and other 'grave 
criminal offences, over all state trials, and over cases of at tut in, 
or attainder. As a legislature, its functions were in part sover¬ 
eign. iu part probotileatie; it acted finally upon most administra¬ 
tive matters of importance, and prepared by preliminary decree 
flic legislative^neasures which were, t.o be submitted to the vote 
of the popular Assembly. It stands in character and functions 
half-way between the Athenian Senate of the Areopagus and the 
Athenian Senate of Four Hundred (secs, l.'tl, 1 .‘54). 

101). The ‘Apella,’ <y Assembly. — The Ajiella, or Assembly, 
consisted off all citizens (that is, all <S jx^-tiahe) over thirty years of 
age. The matters which were deferred to its vote were, disputed 
successions to the throne, the appointment of generals, the elec¬ 
tion of magistrates and Gerontex (Elders), war and peace, treaties 
with foreign states, and, perhaps, all changes of law. I have said 
only that these matters went referred ‘to the vote’ of the Assem¬ 
bly because tlifry were not referred to its consideration. No place 
was- given in tlie Assembly to real deliberation; only the kings, 
the ephors,«and the Gerontes could either make a motion or take 
part, in debate. Indeed, debate was a thing hardly known in 
Sparta, where every man was taught to ^lespise the talker and 
to admire .the man whom later times were to dub the ‘ laconic ’ 
man. The utterances iff the magistrates and senators^iu the 

1 Schumann, p. 227. 
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Assembly were probably curt opinions packed into a few scant 
sentences. And the voting was as informal as the debating. A 
division waft never restarted to; a viva■ voce vote decided. It lay 
with the ejjlkns, moreover, Svbo presided in the Apella, to declare 
upon which side the preponderant voice had spoken in the vote; 
and it is not to be doubted that they often heard as they chose. 
It was within the choice of the Gerusia, besides, to take the vote 
of the Apella as decisive or not as they chose, — at any rate in all 
administrative and political matters. 

110. Election of Elders. —Only in the election of Gerontes was a 
different, and more elaborate procedure observed. Then, after the Assem¬ 
bly bad convened, several persons selected for the purpose stationed them¬ 
selves in a building near the place of assembling, from whence tiiey could 
get no view of the Assembly, but where they could hear the voices of the 
assembled people. Upon the completion of this arrangement, the candi¬ 
dates for the Gerusia passed througli the Assembly, in an order determined 
by a lot whose result was unknown to the listening committee near by, 
and the choice of the Assembly was ascertained by the decision of the 
concealed deputation as to which of the successive shouts of applause that 
had greeted the candidates as they made their appearance had been the 
most spontaneous and full-throated. This election by ^applause was, of 
course, just an elaborate form of viva voce voting. 

I. 

111. The Ephors. — The most notable aim powerful office known 
to the constitution of Sparta was the office of Ephor. It was an 
office, there is reason to believe, of great .antiquity; but develop¬ 
ment had hurried it very rapidly away from its early form and 
character. The five Ephors (or Overseers, for such is the meaning 
of the title) were originally mere deputies of the kings, appointed 
to assist them in the performance of their judicial duties, to act as 
vice-regents in the absence of their royal principals, tb supervise 
in the name of the kings the othe. magistrates of the state, to 
superintend, under the same authority, the public -discipline, and 
to summon, by royal warrant, the Gerusia and the Assembly; in 
short, to serve in all things as the kings’ assistants. But gradually, 
through the operation of causes for the most part Ridden from 
our view, but possibly in part because tliey.sympathized more with 
the citizens from whose ranks they were yearly drawn, than with 
the kings who appointed them, and in part because they were 
chosen by two kings not always harmonious in their counsels or 
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purposes, and were thus kept out of sympathy with the royal 
administration as a whole, the epliors drew steadily away from 
the control of the kings, until at length their power tfas not only 
independent of the authority of the throne, but even superior to 
it. There is no clear evidence to show when the choice of the 
five ephors passed from Che kings to the Assembly; but the 
ephors certainly exchanged their character of representatives of 
the kings for that of representatives of the state and virtual mas¬ 
ters of the kings, — overseers of the chir f magistrates as well as 
of all others. The kings were obliged every month to take an 
oath to this supreme board of five to exercise their prerogatives 
according to the laws; the ephors, on their part, undertaking, on 
behalf of the people, that so long as ^iis oath should be observed 
the kings’ power should pass unchallenged. Every nine yea^s the 
ephors asked of the gods a sign from the heavens as to whether 
anything had been done amiss by the kings, and if the heavens 
showed any sinister omen, the conduct of the kings was, upon 
the initiative of the. ephors, investigated by the Gerusia. Private 
individuals, besides, could bring charges against the kings to 
the notice of tMte ephors, and it rested with them to dismiss the 
charges (to answer which they could summon the kings before 
them), or to push them in the Gerusia. 

112. Of course, if masters of the kings, the ephors were mas¬ 
ters of all others in the state also. They could interfere, with 
full power to investigate and to punisH, in every department of 
the administration; the supervision of the public discipline, and 
consequently of the private life of every individual, rested with 
them as overseers of the special officers of the discipline; they 
presided Ijotli in the Gerusia and in the Assembly; could summon 
either body when they wished, and la^ before them any matters 
they pleased. *They were the treasurers also of the state. In 
everything they were* the supreme authority. The limitations 
of their po^er lay in the fact that they were a board of five 
men and coijd do nothing of importance except by a unanimous 
resolve, aiycl that, their power lasting but a tingle year, they would 
presently become private citizens again, liable to accusation and 
punishment by their successors. They could no doubt determine, 
however, who their successors were to be by exercising arbitrarily, 
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when they dared, their power to interpret the viva voce vote of 
the electing Apella. 

» 

One of thl,, board, like one of the Athenian archous, was Ephor Epony- 

mus, giving his name to the civil year. 

113. The Administration of Justice. — With reference to the 
administration of justice in Sparta we are not able to say much 
more than that the law was interpreted and applied by the kings 
in cases relating to the family, to inheritances, or to the redistri¬ 
bution of property by marriages between rich and poor (the kings 
being, so to say, Chancellors, and families wards in Chancery); 
that cases affecting the kings themselves or involving the graver 
sort of crimes were heard by,the Genista; and that all other cases 
were determined by the ephors or by lesser magistrates. There 
were no popular jury-courts. 

114. The State Discipline. —But the feature of their constitu¬ 
tion which chiefly preserved the supremacy of the Span into- oyer 
the subject population of Helots and Periled, and made Sparta 
Sparta in the eyes of the rest of the world, was the State Disci¬ 
pline. Every Spartan lived the life of a soldier iiagarrison. He 
did not belong to himself, but to the state. He was taken from 
his parents at seven years of age. and from that time until he 
was sixty lived altogether in public, under a drill of muscle, 
appetite, and manners such as not event a modern professional 
athlete could well imagine. From seven to thirty (thirty being 
the age of majority in Spartan law) he was schooled to endure 
the roughest fare, the scantiest clothing, the poorest lodging, 
and the coinpletest subordination to his elders. After thirty he 
acquired certain political and social privileges: he \tyis then a 
citizen, and he could marry ; but even then he was permitted no 
essential change of life. He was expected to keep lip his athletic 
habit of body, he must still eat at the public messes, could have 
no home life, but must see his wife only infrequently for a few 
minutes, or by stealth. He must marry,—the state required that 
of him, — and must cor -sequently maintain* a household. He must 
also contribute his share of money and supplies to the public messes 
(Syssitia). Only when he had passed his sixtieth year could he in 
any measure lead his own life or follow his own devices. 
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it was prnbahlv failure to comply with the requirements of this disci¬ 
pline or to contribute the required quotas to the Syssitia, that degraded 
Spartiatm from ‘ Equals’ to ‘ Inferiors ’ ( sec. 100). 

11i>* This discipline included the* women only flyring their 
youth; girls had to ‘take’ gymnastics as the hoys did; hut they 
did not go into the discipHne of the men. All education which 
we should account education was excluded from the system. Only 
music of a rude sort, the use of simple stringed instruments and 
a taste for the songs of war, softened the constant training of 
sense and sinew. The product was a fine soldiery and capital sol¬ 
diers’ mates, — shapely, coarse, sturdy women, and lithe, laconic 
men. 

110. Principles of Growth in the gpartan Constitution. — The 

constitution of Sparta, for all it is so symmetrical, is not # t<> he 
looked upon as a ermtioit, any more than is that of any other 
Hellenic city. The mind must not be misled by the fact that in 
describing it we are under tlm necessity of taking it at some one 
moment of complete crystallization into supposing that such was 
exactly its form at every period of its history. Tt was. like every 
other constitution, a slowly developed organism. It early took a 
peculiar form, and lon^ preserved*it- because of the peculiar situ¬ 
ation of the Spartans, who were few and had to hold their power 
against a hostile subject, population greatly superior to them in 
Handlers. They could «iot \ future to relax.for a moment their 
internal discipline; and so it happened that throughout the period 
during which history is most concerned with Sparta her constitu¬ 
tion remained fixed in a single form. Hut afterwards it passed 
through the same stages of tyranny and democracy that had long 
ago eome.t.0 Athens. The lum-eitiz n classes eventually broke 
their way in large numbers irtto the constitution, and the Homans 
found Sparta not; unlike the other cities of Greece. 

117. Lycurgus. —’/he Spartans themselves, however, as I have 
said in a previous chapter (see. In), regarded their constitution as 
a creation, :yid the creation of one man, Lycurgus (n.e. 820). To 
him was ^scribed a rearrangement of the 4breo tribes which con¬ 
stituted tl*e state, a division of land between Spartial^ and 
Periced, the institution of the Gcntsin, a provision that there 
should be monthly meetings of the Assembly, and, above all, tlie 
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creation of the celebrated system of state discipline. It is not at 
all improbable that he was in fact very largely instrumental in 
giving to t^e constitution the particular form in which we have 
seen it. Put it is extremely improbable, if not intrinsically 
impossible, that he can have done much more in the way of effect¬ 
ing actual fundamental changes than 'did Solon or Clisthenes at 
Athens. The Spartan constitution had probably made no leaps 
or bounds; Lycurgus, doubtless, only guided its course at a very 
critical, because consciously formative, period. 

Athens. 

118. The City of Solon: Kingship gone. — We get our first dis¬ 
tinct, view of Athenian affairs in the time of Solon, to whom 
Athens attributed her first great reform code. The Solonian 
constitution is by no means so well known as historians could 
wish; but its main features may be said to be. beyond dispute, 
and these features speak very plainly of a society quite unlike 
that of the primitive Greek ‘ city.’ 

Solon was put in charge of the city’s affairs being chosen 
‘ Archon.’ The ancient kingship had disappeared, the arehonship 
was one of its fragments. The abolition of the t kingship had 
doubtless come about through an aristocratic revolution, such as 
Aristotle afterwards, noted as altogether'a normal movement in 
Greek politics. The ‘kinds’ of the Council had grown by degrees 
quite intolerant of the authority of the king, their patriarchal 
president. He stood for the growing state; they, only for the 
disintegrating gentes. His hereditary headship was threatening 
to overshadow permanently their individual part in affair's. They 
therefore determined to control his*" office, to make it dependent 
upon themselves. Codrus, the last king of Athens, is said to 
have sacrificed himself in a war with Peloponnesian foes, because 
of a prophecy that the enemies of Athens w'ould lie victorious 
unless the life of her king were yielded up in the cor test, and it 
is added by the tradition that the Athenians thereupon abolished 
hereditary kingship by way of emphasising their belief that no 
one was worthy to succeed Codrus. Possibly we are not at 
liberty to discredit all of the pretty story ; it is such a story as 
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wc would not discredit if we could. But we may feel assured 
that there were other potent reasons in the minds of the ruling 
men of the city why Codrus should be the last of kSc kings, and 
that they were quite clear in their determination that,if not Cod¬ 
rus, then some early successor of his should be the last of the 
hereditary nionarehs of Athens. 

. 119. The Archonship. — They did not, however, transform the 
office at once into an elective magistracy. They could not. Both 
unreasoning religious belief and calculating policy*would have 
forbidden any such violent breach in the ancient order of the 
family-state. The kingship was put into commission. The heirs 
of Codrus continued to bear the tit’o and enjoy the sa' red pre¬ 
cedence of kings for more than three hundred years; but their 
military powers were transferred to a PoJemarchus, their,chief 
civil duties to an Arehon. They were no longer the real, but 
onlj the titular heads of the state. The king had been given 
colleagues holding office for life; and the monarchy had become 
a limited monarchy. 

120. Nine Arehon*. — In the ye;p- 752 n.c. radical changes set 
in. The hereiRtary principle was abolished, along with tenure for 
life. King, polemareli, and arehen were all, it was arranged, to 
be chosen for a term of ten years. The office of Polemareh had 
hitherto, there is reason to believe, like that of the King, been 
hereditary in a single fioble family. But henceforth both king 
and polemareh were to be elective magistrates. Both, moreover, 
were to lie sultordinated in dignity to the archonship whose incum¬ 
bents had from the first been freely chosen from the whole body 
of nobles. The king was still to be chosen from the royal family, 
the polemareh from the household which had held the office since 
its institution j but the arehon was to # be the official head of the 
state, and every magistracy was to be elective. Change could not 
stop there. Scarcely forty years went by ere it was necessary to 
open all tltrce offices alike to every man of noble blood who 
could command the suffrages of the Council of the Areopagus. 
Another generation au’d the three offtees*were made annual, and 
a board of nine arehon^ was instituted. Of this body, ^pe was 
'till chief; the old dignity still lived in the Arehon Eponymus, 
from whom the year took its name in all official records. The 
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second archon was still . < rchon Bastleas, the state s high priest 
uml the heir of kingly functions. An Archon Pole march us carried 
still tlit? autlority of polcmarch. These three were still, no doubt, 
the chief officers of the public administration. But six 1 Tiles- 
mothetce were added; at first, it may be, only as scribes and sec¬ 
retaries to enroll decrees and keep refeord of the law, assistants, 
no doubt, to the three chief magistrates; but finally as judges, 
with certain definite magisterial functions of their own. 

All nine Odious, indeed, were judges. Upon the chief archon 
devolved the weighty duty of determining cases of family law 
and inheritance; the king-arehon ( Bnsiletis ) adjudicated the then 
numberless cases which religious law controlled; the archon pole- 
march heard all eases between meties and foreigners; to the six* 
Thes>iiothet<e fell the general oversight of the laws and the conduct 
of such cases as belonged to the jurisdiction of none of the three 
principal archons, — all cases not otherwise assigned. There were, 
moreover, certain judicial functions which the nine archons exer¬ 
cised jointly, such as the punishment of banished persons who 
had broken their banishment, the oversight of the balloting for 
certain minor judgeships, the presidency of certain face tings of the 
people, etc. < 

121. Solon Archon Eponymus: the Crisis. — Such was the 
changed magistracy of Solon’s time. Solon was chosen Archon 
Eponymns, but with powers such as no" archon ever regularly 
possessed. He was chosen at a crisis, — a crisis which by its 
very existence reveals a society radically unlike the society of 
kinship described by Homer. There are three contending par¬ 
ties in the state, — the men of the mountain, the men of the 
shore, and the men of the plain. Neither the men of "the moun¬ 
tain nor the men of the shore would Save been so much as counted 

t l 

in the Homeric state. They were not of the immemorial kinship 
at all. They were the tillers of the soil, holding their lands of 
the noble families who lived in and about Athens, and who con¬ 
stituted the third party, of the plain. They were outsiders to 
the state. The noble families were the rftate; these men of the 
mountain and the shore were their subjects, bearing evAry burden, 
and sharing not a single privilege. Every movement which they 
had made towards even a partial independence had compelled 
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theta to borrow capital of their masters and so had clinched their 
slavery. The men of the shore, the men, that is, who tilled the 
lands which lay upon the eastern coast or stretched across the 
southi.rn most portion of the Attic peninsula to famous Sunium, 
and who plied a quiet trade as fishermen as well as farmers, were 
much better off than the .goatherds of the mountain, who had 
both the exclusiveness of the law and the niggardliness of nature 
io contend with, in the mountainous districts to the north; but 
both hated the privileges of the Eupatrids, and ware ready to 
combine in order to wreck them. The one could not, the other 
would not, any longer abide content with a lot which forbade 
them all independence and all hope of a voice in the determina¬ 
tion of their own destinies. The me .1 of the coast wouM have 
accepted moderate concessions; the poor peasants in the moun¬ 
tains clamored for radical measures; but both would have some¬ 
thing done. The Eupatrids, with their submissive retainers on 
the plailis about the city and the port, were in a numerical minor¬ 
ity, though doubtless strongest in resource, and deemed concession 
unavoidable. Solon was a man of advanced age and of established 
reputation, ali^e^for courage, for honesty, aud for wisdom. All 
parties turned to him with liojie and trust. He was chosen 
arcliou, invested with Extraordinary legislative powers, and bidden 
make a constitution just to all alike. This was in the year 1594 n.c. 

122. The Draconian legislation. — The discontent was of long 
standing anil had already led to radical constitutional changes. 
Even upon the l’lain, where tin* broad acres of the Eupatrids lay 
m the genial air, there was keen distress. The land was worked 
by tenant farmers, Hektemoroi, 1 Sixthers,’ who undertook to live 
upon a siJSth part of the produce of their f irms, and yield the 
other five-sixths by way of r -nt to their masters, the owners of 
the soil. The? austere law of the laiM made their very persons 
liable for the fulfilment of the hard agreement; if they failed in 
it they were»sold into slavery in the markets of Egypt and Lydia. 

123. But constitutions do not change for metayers; their dis¬ 
tress simply added an item to a great sum^total. It was of more 
immediate gconsequence that a body of independent peasant pro¬ 
prietors stood at the doefrs of the state moved by a deep tflsteiu- 
per. It was hard for such men to maintain an independent 



68 


THE GOVERNMENTS OF GREECE. 


standing upon a small scale where the soil was shallow a*,id the 
yield uncertain. It was time and again necessary to borrow; and 
to borrow inoney might mean, not the loss of bis laud merely by 
a delinquent borrower, should his crops fail, but the loss, of his 
independence also. He must become a ‘Sixther’ and set out 
upon the road, it might be, to slavery .at last. 

124. Moreover, changes of another sort had come, which the 
Eupatrids could neither foresee nor prevent. Methods of warfare 
changed. The field was no longer to be won only by mounted 
knights and men in chariots. The day of the foot soldier had 
come, and privileged knights found themselves dependent upon 
the common soldier, the heavy armed hoplite, drawn from the 
ranks of those to whom political privilege had not yet been 
accorded. The state could not long safely depend upon men 
wlioih it drove to the wall, of who'm it required everything, to 
whom it granted nothing. It had even become well-nigh impos¬ 
sible for such men to know what the law was. The Cbuncil of 
the Areopagus haled whom it willed before it, and could punish 
as it pleased any action which it chose to define as an offence 
against the state. The archbns were at no pain%.to observe con¬ 
sistency in their judgments, aqd “ no one could ever foresee the 
end of a suit.” In their hands the latf was both harsh and 
uncertain. 

125. One attempt at reform had beet; made already. Draco 
had been called in a generation ago (n.c. 621) to do what Solon 
was now about to attempt again. Draco had not hesitated to 
admit to political privilege every independent yeoman who owned 
a yoke of oxen and could fit himself out as a hoplite. The archons 
and those who held chief command in the field, he left still to be 
chosen from the ranks of the wealthier nobles; but all other mag¬ 
istracies he threw open td the general body of citizens without 
distinction of rank, yeomen ( Zeugitai) included, and some of 
these were to be chosen by the impartial lot. He lidded to the 
existing constitutional machinery a Council of Four JJundred and 
One, to be made up l^y lot out of the general body of citizens 
past thirty years of age. The principal judicial powers of the 
Areopagus he took away, — transferring them chiefly to the Pry- 
taneis, a standing committee of the new Council, — and the elder 
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body was left with hardly more than authority to oversee the 
magistrates in the performance of their duties. The uncertain 
law was reduced to writing and published, that nf man need 
doubt «ny more what the sentence of *the law would ne. 

126. Such changes may well have seemed enough to create the 
proper forms whereby to give effect to the altered life of the 
state. But they did not go to the root of the matter. Draco’s 
code had made the old laws definite and public rather than ren- 
Vlored them equitable. Their very definiteness may^iave added 
a touch of harshness, by making them sti^ei and more inexorable 
than over. And his political reforms hardly justified themselves 
in practice. It was one thing for a yeoman to be made eligible 
for office, but quite another for him to secure it, even by the lot. 
Nothing had been done to prevent the selling of ‘Sixthers’ into 
slavery* Yeomen (Zewjitui) might still grow too poor to own a 
yoka of oxen or equip themselves as hoplites; might still drop 
to the rank of ‘Sixthers,’ and come some day to see the slave 
pens. Something more was needed, and Solon was to under¬ 
take it. 

127. Solon'stsEconomic Reforms. — Solon was of Eupatrid blood, 
but in fortune ranked with the twiddle class in the state. Of a 
temperament at once ardent and balanced, he was suited alike by 
station and by inclination to hold an even hand between factions. 
No man doubted his honesty or his fervent patriotism; all looked 
to him with confidence to bring the state out of its troubles; 
and he certainly proceeded witlf courage and thoroughness. He 
instituted both economic and constitutional reforms, conserva¬ 
tive enough to force no too rude or sudden break %vith the past, 
yet decis^'e and timely enough to assure, if they could but be 
observed, the future of the soate. It was indispensable that eco¬ 
nomic reform?? should go before constitutional changes. It was 
necessary to enfranchise the poor ; but it was necessary to free 
them before’enfranehising them. Solon’s first step, accordingly, 
was to cancel all outstanding debts, set free those condemned 
debtors who had been retained as slaves i* Attica, and clear the 
farms of the yeomen farmers of the mortgage pillars whicj^stood 
everywhere upon them, lie took these drastic measures with the 
less scruple because he believed the great mass of the debts thus 
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arbitrarily struck away to hare been unrighteously, if not (inlaw • 
fully, imposed, and deemed his policy in the matter for the most 
part one of just restitution. He recast the law of debt also, 
henceforth Lrbidding the pledging of any man's person for debt. 
He sought'also to restrict all estates, for the future, within a cer¬ 
tain fixed maximum, and so still further prevent the ousting of 
peasant proprietors. 

12S. From negative measures of relief Solon turned to origina¬ 
tive measmrs of amelioration. Hitherto the struggling merchants 
of Attica had used the clumsy coins and the antiquated weights 
and measures of the Bteotian and Peloponnesian states, and had 
followed the lead of JEgina in their trade. Solon turned them 
toward the quicker commerce of the Ionian cities of the .-Egean, 
by substituting the weights and coinage of the great centres of 
trade in Eulxua, used round about ah the great circle of Hellenic 
cities that stretched to the farthest settlements of the bold Mile- 
tans. He took steps, too, to encourage handicrafts and diversify 
industry. He redistributed the incidence of taxation. The Attic 
population had long been divided into four property classes based 
upon an assessment of income. At the top of tlujscale stood the 
pentocosioniediinui, those wealthier Eupatrids whose incomes were 
not less than five hundred measures ( mediumi) of corn, oil, or 
wine drawn from their estates; the second class,'the Hippeis or 
knights, consisted of those whose incomes,were not less than three 
hundred measures; the third, the Zeuyitai or yeomen, of those 
whose incomes did not fall below two hundred measures, — 
owners of oxen, men able to equip themselves as hoplites ; the 
fourth, of the dependent manual laborers, the Thetes, standing at 
the bottom of the scale. Amongst the first three closes Solon 
sought to effect an equitable division of taxation; and they alone 
were to be subject to regu'iar military service. r ftie Thetes were 
exempt alike from taxation and from ordinary military duty.* 

129. Only landed property was reckoned in this classification. 
Probably it constituted the mass of property in Attica at that 
time, though there wqyc traders in the community, and Athens 
had never had the contempt for commerce and the taides which 
so lon& prevailed at Sparta and Rome! Solon himself had bet¬ 
tered his fortunes by merchandising. He had been a merchant 
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he fore'lift became a statesman. It was his knowledge of the world, 
acquired in his travels as a. merchant, indeed, which constituted 
a large part of his qualification for the task now aligned him. 
lint p<* - sonal property was not an important enough ^dement in 
the wealtii of Athenians at that day, it would seem, to be accorded 
political weight. The Euphtrids were, of course, the chief land- 
owners. Theirs was still, consequently, to be the chief part in 
the management of the state. 

130. Solon's Political Reforms. — Solon also took tlWfour prop¬ 
erty classes, to which the city had long .ecu accustomed, as the 
basis for his political reforms. Every freeman of Attica who \..is 
subject to the laws was to have some part also in their admin¬ 
istration; all were to be citizens. TI 41 I he deemed an indispensa¬ 
ble condition of order, good feeling, and efficiency in the state, 
lint not’ all were to share in an equal degree. Solon was no demo¬ 
crat.’ IJe sought to set up, not government by the populace, but 
a,’rightly restrained government by men of wealth and position, 
lie did not greatly depart from the model set for him by Draco, 
except in respect of the means which he provided for making the 
restraining actfbn of the commons real and effectual in the popu¬ 
lar assembly and the Jury courts.* The archons (who were to act 
henceforth, not separately, but as a judicial board), all stewards 
and farmers of the revenue, all officers of police and prisons were 
to be chosen exclusively from the pentucosiojnedimni. the wealth¬ 
iest class in the state. They were to 1 th chosen, however, in part 
by lot. In the case of the nine archons, for example, each of the 
four tribes into which the people of Attica liad from of old been 
divided was to choose ten whose names should go into the urn, 
and out p£ the forty thus nominated nine were to he picked out 
by let.. The other magistracies were also filled by lot, no doubt 
in the same manner. All minor magistracies were open to he 
filled from any of the three property classes. 

331. The"Council.—The Council of Four Hundred, instituted 
by Draco, found its suitable place in the arrangements of Solon. 
All citizens except tliofte of the lowest pi%perty class were made 
eligible to*be chosen to,its membership; hut here againilie lot 
was to supply its impartial office. The Four Hundred “ were to 
he clioseu by lot from among a larger number of candidates elected 
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by vote by each separate tribe.” 1 The term of membership was 
but a single year, and no man could serve a second time until 
the lot had fallen once upon all the other eligible men of his tribe. 
The functions of the Council were pro-bouleiitic. All busihess to 
be brought before the popular assembly was first digested and 
prepared by the Four Hundred; without its decree, no business 
at all (aside from the impeachment of public officials against 
whom charges were preferred) could be submitted to the subordi¬ 
nate body. *'Many administrative matters the Council could itself 
finally dispose of. It had attained to a place of authority mid¬ 
way between the Assembly and the Senate of the Areopagus. 

132. The Assembly. —To the Eeclesia, the general Assembly of 
the city, came all citizens alike, of whatever class, Thetex no less 
than 'Peutacosiomedimni; and in it v Solon found his appropriate, 
organ of popular control. Here any man might bring a* magis¬ 
trate to book at the close of his year of office by formal impeach¬ 
ment. Here was the people’s engine of self-defence, should nce’d 
arise. The Assembly was also, no doubt, accorded the right of 
final decision in all questions of war or treaty. It certainly voted 
upon such proposals as the Council felt bound t£> lay before it. 
Its noisy democracy stood back«of all the fiction of the state. 

133. The Heliaia. —Little formal change was piade by Solon 
in the duties of the archons; but he effected a very radical cur¬ 
tailment of their power in making their judgments ip most cases 
subject to revision by 8, thoroughly democratic tribunal, the 
Heliaia. The Heliaia was a great jury court. Every year a 
large body of jurors was made up by lot from among the general 
body of citizens, of whatever class, any and all persons being 
included in the drawing who were thirty years of age and offered 
themselves for the service^ and to 'this body, acting no doubt in 
sections, many cases of the first importance could now be taken 
by appeal which had hitherto lain within the exclusive jurisdic¬ 
tion of the archons. The archonal court thus became for the 
most part only a court of first instance. In the hearmg of crimi¬ 
nal cases, moreover, the Heliaia was often the first and only 
tribuK^l. Here was certainly a very mqch popularized judiciary. 

134. The Senate of the Areopagus. —In the case of the Areopa- 

J Gilbert (Eng. trans.), p. 137. 



THE GOVERNMENTS OF GREECE. 


73 


gus Solon showed that he meant to preserve the old as well as to 
advance to what was new and better. He restored to the ancient 
Senate substantially the same powers it had had before the legis¬ 
lation lof Draco. It was not only to* retain the powjr which it 
had all along exercised, of supervising the law and the constitu¬ 
tion, superintending the Magistrates, and preserving the public 
piorals; it was in addition “invested with increased judicial 
powers, which made it again competent to inflict fines and even 
death upon those whom it adjudged offenders againsTthe state. 
Move especially cases of homicide or arson, and of attempts to 
overthrow the constitution, were placed under its jurisdiction." 1 
Once more it had its ancient place of guidance. Its membership, 
as before, was each year recruited “ fj’om those outgoing archons 
who had held their office without blame.” It was still a^chief 
instrument of the aristocratic constitution. 

136. The New Principles introduced. — Such was the consti¬ 
tution of Solon. Many as were the changes of form which it 
introduced, important as were the changes of principle which 
it effected, it was throughout wrought in a conservative spirit. It 
promised prof (hind alteration, but it did not threaten rapid altera¬ 
tion ; and it forced no revolution, at all. It left the noble fami- 
lies in power; but it placed their authority upon a foundation of 
popular consent, and bounded it on its judicial side by an appeal 
to popular jury courts? It sanctioned wealth as a standard of 
political privilege, and so gave potency to a principle which would 
inevitably antagonize and in th*e end oust the idea of hereditary 
right; but for the present men of the old blood were the only 
men of wealth. It was to require still other generations of slow 
change and still another recasting of the laws to see privileges of 
blood done away with and ended. 

136. Fate of the Solonian Constitution. — Solon’s legislation no 
doubt pointed out the way to all subsequent successful reforms; 
but it satisfied no one, and for the time lived for a little only 
by the sufferance of its enemies. Solon had, in the eyes of the 
Kupatrid% done too much. They saw anaend to their exclusive 
privileges hi accepting the principles of his reforms. In tlm. eyes 
of the upland herdsmen he had done too little: they had hoped 
* Gilbert (Eng. trans.), p. 137. 
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to see him attempt an equalization of property. Only the peas¬ 
ant farmers of the shore lands saw themselves freed and aggran¬ 
dized by thfc cancellation of mortgages, and were inclined to deem 
themselve^well off. For ten years after his work was dom) Solon 
quitted Athens, to give factions time to cool, to escape appeals to 
undertake further change, to give tlife new order time to settle 
quietly into habit. “ Another man,” said he, “ placed in my 
position would not have held the factions, nor reposed until he 
had churn off the butter from the milk.” But the churning went 
hotly on without him, and the butter was separated at last. For 
thirty years and more did his constitution stand, indeed, substan¬ 
tially unaltered; for he had at least put hope and energy into 
every element in the state apd rendered change difficult. But hot 
strife j filled all the time with quick recurrent troubles, and revo¬ 
lution became at length inevitable. * 

137. The chief archonship had become the principal prise of 
politics, and the Eupatrid factions fought bitterly for its posses¬ 
sion, seeking by intrigue to secure it even through the uncertain 
lot. Twice did the office remain vacant for a whole year (55)0 and 
,586 the struggle of parties having led to a^otal failure of 
the constitutional machinery. Once (.582 «.<;.) a certain Damasius 
defied the law and kept the office for two years, leaving it only 
when put out by force. Thereupon (580 b.c.) a compromise was 
tried: the number of archons was increased to ten j five, it was 
agreed, should be elected from the Eupatrids, three from the 
party of the rustics, two from the artisan class; and for twenty 
years more affairs were kept at an uneasy balance. 

138. Peisistratus. — And then revolution came at last, through 
one of Solon’s own kinsmen. The old factions which *Siolon had 
meant to stamp out, were too vital, too much of the very struct* 
ure of the community, to be held permanently at an equilibrium 
by the mere sentences of the law, or even by the matching of 
strength with strength. The Eupatrids themselves, l5y tlieir own 
factional divisions, supplied their opponents of the uplands and 
the shore with leaders Out of their minority. Peisistratjis, one of 
their i^vn number, determined to makg use of the Situation to 
make himself master. Proclaiming himself a partisan of democ¬ 
racy, he drew about him the hardy men of the mountain districts 
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not only, but those also who were ruined by the abolition of debts 
and all those whose citizenship was questionable: all who were 
poor and all who were afraid, — whom change migM; help and 
could Kot injure. Solon early perceived his designs and bluntly 
uttered his intrepid protest against them. He was, he said, 
•‘wiser than those who could not see that Beisistratus meant to 
ipake himself tyrant, braver than those who saw it and held 
their tongues.” But no one heeded or had force or address 
enough to balk the usurper; and Beisistratus got tlnfjiower he 
coveted (560 b.c. ). 

169. Here was an end, it must have seemed, to all progress 
and to the just movement of reform; and it was infinitely sad 
that Solon should have lived to see end end his days amidst such 
scenes. But, in reality, it was probably the success of J’eisistra- 
tns that kept the Solonian constitution alive for the peaceful 
uses of later times. Amidst the clash of factions if would prob¬ 
ably have been trodden into the ground, to be forgotten, had not 
Beisistratus, willing to preserve so much of its machinery as 
suited his own purposes, upheld it by his own despotic power. 
Its forms wereHmore popular than those of the constitution it had 
been meant to supersede; he was,, professedly, the champion of 
the popular cause; it was politic that he should retain the most 
liberal institutions at hand. He therefore affected only to pre¬ 
side, with certain supreme and extraordinary powers, over the 
constitution set up by his uncle. * 

110 . Beisistratus proved hiriiself a statesman, self-possessed 
not only and capable of holding the mastery lie had won, but a 
genuine friend of the people also and a wise guide in affairs. 
Twice he was expelled from his place of power and driven forth 
from the country by the factions he had ousted; but both times 
he returned stronger than before, — for the city found the 
rule ‘of the factions impossible, and the same conditions that 
had induced' Beisistratus’ usurpation made the bulk of the citi¬ 
zens willing that it should be perpetuated. The old councils 
continued to sit; the officers of the Soleuian constitution con¬ 
tinued to be chosen, — though the uncertain lot was probably 
abandoned. Beisistratus himself offered to stand trial before the 
Areopagus upon a charge of murder and submit to the old re- 
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sponsibilities of citizenship. He saw to it that the small farmers 
of the country-side got money, when it was needed, on easy terms ; 
he sent magistrates among them to settle disputes upon the spot 
and keep them away from \;he city courts: he exercised a domin¬ 
ion of influence and guidance rather than any tangible kingly 
power, content if men of his own blood or following found their 
way always into the chief offices. “ His usurpation had the assent 
both of the nobles and the commons. The former he conciliated 
by social -intercourse, the latter by pecuniary aid; and nature 
had endowed him with the arts of charming all.” 1 He no doubt 
determined what taxes should be taken, and how the public 
moneys should be spent; but did all in moderation and with a 
purpose to serve the state,; and ordinary men were fain to be 
content. He lived to a ripe age, and died quietly “of some 
infirmity, in the arehonship of Vhiloneus (527 b.c.),' thirty- 
three years after he first became ruler; ” and so the Solenian 
constitution was handed on. When Peisistratus’ sons, forgetting 
his prudence and failing to imitate his wisdom and moderation, 
were driven from the place of power he had established for them 
(511-510 h.c.), enough of Solon’s work remained Ko serve as the 
basis and model for permanent reforms. 

141. Cleisthenes. — Athens had won peace by submitting to 
the usurpers. Civil strife sprang up again, almost upon the 
instant, when they were gone, fomented hy their own partisans. 
Isagoras, who was of tin, party of the expelled rulers, sought 
to prevent the establishment of *a democratic polity, and found 
himself face to face with Cleisthenes, of the great clan of the 
Alemaionids, time out of mind leaders in affairs, and in these 
latter years steadfast opponents of the party of the,Peisistra- 
tids. Isagoras did not scruple to call upon Sparta, whose 
king was his friend, for aid, and would have put a council of 
three hundred, named by himself, into the place of the guid¬ 
ing body of the Solonian constitution, to the perpetuating of 
oligarchy and the jeoparding of all popular rights. But the 
city rose against him*, and Cleisthenes was bidden , complete 
the x^rk Solon had begun. It was ^ close upon "fifty years 
since the usurpation of l’eisistratus; a whole generation had 

1 Aristotle, “ Const, of Athens,” 10. 
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come imd gone; the city was used to peace and desired its con¬ 
tinuance; the power of a single family had brought all men 
alike to one level of privilege; and all were now resyly to see a 
fair balance struck in affairs. • 

142. New Citizens. —Cleisthenes’ first act was to broaden the 
basis of citizenship. Athens had begun to draw to herself of 
recent years not ’a little of the trade of the Aegean, and 
strangers had become numerous in her markets, setting them¬ 
selves up in trade at her port and in the city itsel f r «nd iden¬ 
tifying themselves with her life. Slaves, too, bought out of 
foreigu markets, were generously treateu in Athens, were given, 
indeed, so great a practical freedom that they were many of 
them enabled to earn independent incomes, and finallv to buy 
their legal emancipation. Cleisthenes did not hesitate to sweep 
all these within the new franchise by means of which he nleant 
to create a new democracy and generate a new spirit in affairs, 
it conferred citizenship upon “all free inhabitants of Attica, 
not only Athenians who until then had not been in possession of 
full citizenship, but also the strangers domiciled in Athens, and 
those slaves ev§n who by emancipation had attained the standing 
of metivs,” or privileged denizens (hee sec. 157). It was essential 
the old factions should Ire swallowed up. 

lid. The Defiles. — Solon had not meant to provide a demo¬ 
cratic constitution; Clc^gthencs saw that it was necessary to do 
so. Nothing less would check faction o» quicken the life of the 
< "untry as a whole. Eupatrids fnnst take their chances of polit- 
i'"il preferment in competition with all other citizens. Solon had 
reserved the chief offices for the rich, and had constituted the 
Senate of Four Hundred of representatives of those four tribes 
of immemorial origin which, being aggregations of the sacred 
{rentes and phrAtries which were the ‘strongholds of Enpatrid 
kinship, were themselves, in a sense, exclusive aristocratic asso¬ 
ciations. Moreover, he had left untouched the factions of the 
localities, ha<J left the men of the hill country, and those of the 
coast hamlets contrasted with each other ^n point of privilege, 
and neither jinited in any common interest or enterprise witfy the 
richer landowners of the plain. The men of the plain were most 
uf them, probably, pentucosiumedimui and liippeis ; those of the 
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shore region were hardly more than Zeugitai; those o# the 
hills were doubtless Thetes wholly. These several elements it 
was obviousiy Cleisthenes’ task to unite, in order that the state 
might be single and undivided in organization. He determined, 
therefore, tf> strike at the root of the old tribal arrangements, 
and effect a new basis of organization altogether. It was a 
radical thing to do; but there was, fortunately, a conservative 
way to do it. Attica had from of old been divided into little 
districts, Hynes they were called, centring in villages or hamlets 
throughout all the country-side. Many of these wore more 
ancient than Athens herself, were the original sites, indeed, of 
independent communities, and carried memories that ran back 
to the first settlement of the land. We do not know how many 
deir.es there were in Cleisthenes’ day,—Herodotus says one hun¬ 
dred ; but, whatever their number, Cleisthenes united or grouped 
them into thirty larger districts, trittyes. Here was an old name, 
but a new thing. There had been twelve trittyes all along under 
the Solonian arrangements; but twelve was a multiple of four; 
a trittys had hitherto been a subdivision of one of the four 
immemorial tribes, and Cleisthenes was breaking with the 
organization that represented the Eupatrid supremacy. He 
increased the number of trittyes, accordingly, to thirty. Ten he 
formed from the denies of Athens and the plain, ten from the 
denies of the coast country, ten from the dcmes that lay within 
the hills. 1 

144. The New Tribes and the Cauncil. — From these materials 
he constructed, not four, but ten new tribes out of hand, taking 
care, in their make-up, not to separate but to unite the three 
regions which had hitherto bred their distinct factions in the 
state. To each of the new tribes he assigned three trittyes, 
chosen by lot, one out of the plain, one lying in the hills, one 
upon the coast. The factions were thus stripped of their politi¬ 
cal organization, and the several parts of the country were bound 
together in a new union. A tribe could act henceforth only 
through the cooperation of men of the plain, the mountain, and 
the shore. The four ancient tribes continued to exis + t, but only 
as fraternal and religious organizations. They ceased to form part 

J Gilbert, p. 140-148. 
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of the political structure of the state, and lost tlieir political 
significance altogether. The membership of the Council which 
Draco had instituted and Solon had reorganized, was increased 
from four hundred to five hundred, fifty to be takqp from eaeh 
of the new tribes, and the denies to serve as electoral districts. 
The demes lying within ’Athens itself, belonged, under the new 
constitution, to no less than six of the tribes: the city was bound 
to the country, and the life of the state took on a new aspect. 

145. New Phratries. — The plan was undoubtedly’quite arti¬ 
ficial, though the materials out of visith the new tribes were 
made were old and familiar; but it could not well have been 
otherwise than artificial. Religion and its imperative prejudices 
forbade any dilution of the genume Attic yentes, which were 
the core of the old tribes, ljy the introduction of new citizens of 
no birth at all. The old organizations could not be radically 
popularized without committing something very like sacrilege; 
and since they could not be reformed, the only thing left to do 
was to replace them. The way to do that was to create entirely 
new political materials. The n^w tribes, however, were given 
their own ecclesiastical status and functions. There could be no 
organization without, its special* priesthood and religious observ¬ 
ances ; the ojd organizations could not readily be made to open 
their sacred mysteries to any not of the real or adopted kin. 
The best thing to doJ*therefore, was to put aside the old gentile 
family unions altogether, and make up a new congeries of associa¬ 
tions with their own worship and their own internal govern¬ 
ments, which, if artificial at first, might be expected in time to 
acquire ^ vitality and a dignity as substantial and as lasting as 
those o£ the Eupatrid dispensation. This, accordingly, was done. 
The new tribes adopted eponymous # heroes; the statues of their 
patrons were set up in the Agora, where their tribes might 
gather about them when assembled for consultation ; and politics 
was asked to forget the Eupatrids. 

146. Atf one point, moreover, Cleisthenes was able to find a 
place for his new citizens within even tte religious organization 
of the oft order. Though he could not force an entrance for 
them into the clans, with their common hearth and altar, their 
common burial grounds, and their common festivals, the phratries, 
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the larger religious associations into which the dans wpre grouped 
for a more public worship and ceremonial, were more like politi¬ 
cal bodies ail could be recruited. He accordingly drew the new 
citizens together into religious societies (“ Thiasoi”), or'gave 
official recognition to such as he found already in existence, and 
either gave them a place within the ol(fphratriea, or formed new 
phratries to serve as their bond of union, as local circumstances, 
dictated, seeking in all cases, so far as possible, to unite the 
members of each deme within one and the same phratria. It 
was thus that he completed the religious incorporation of the 
new order, and secured for his political arrangements an adequate 
sanction, as if of custom and religion. 

147. Expansion of the Popular Jury Courts. — The next step in 
the popularization of the constitution.was a still further extension 
of the jury court system. The number of Heliasts was increased, 
and it was provided that they, like the senators, should be, chosen 
proportionally from the ten new tribes. Since the new tribes 
contained many who had never before been citizens and some who 
had once been slaves, this expansion of the popular jury system 
must, of course, have been of great consequence as h step towards 
democracy. 

148. Ostracism. — As a finishing touch, Cleisthenes supplied the 
new democracy with an efficient means of self-defence. He was 
determined that no Peisistratus should use the new constitution 
for his own ends. He therefore completed his work by adding 
the law of Ostracism. This is a law much scorned by commen¬ 
tators of our own modern times, when democracies are too strong 
and self-possessed to fear the wiles of demagogues; it is con¬ 
demned even by Aristotle; but there can be no questiomabout its 
utility as a temporary expedient. Its provisions were not harsh. 

It provided that whenever it appeared that some one statesman 
was gaining such an ascendency over the people that he might, 
if he chose, use it unlawfully for his own advantage, as Peisistra¬ 
tus had done, or employ it to raise his rivalry with some opponent 
to a dangerous pitch of'oitterness, the Assembly might call upon 
the pc. pie to declare their opinion as to, whether any one should 
be temporarily banished from the state. When such a preliminary 
resolution was voted, no names were put in nomination. There 
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were no forced candidates for ostracism. The question was 
simply, Is there any one in Athens of whom it would be to the 
advantage of her peace and tranquillity to be rid Uf a season ? 
Each voter made up his own ballot. *If six thousand ^allots con¬ 
tained the name of the same man, that man must leave Attica and 
her possessions for ten years. Six thousand votes were probably 
more than a third of the total vote of Athens. Although a 
minority , therefore, could compel the retirement of any public 
inan, it must have required a very strong and wdF'grounded 
movement of public opinion to bring about the concerted action 
of six thousand voters against one man. A very evident pro¬ 
priety in banishing him must have existed before so many people 
would see it and declare it. That ostracism was not a weapon 
easy to use is shown by the striking infrequency of its use, and 
by the steady decline in its employment. It was a vital element 
of the constitution at first, but as that constitution gained greater 
alid .greater assurance of permanence and stability, it more and 
more decisively cast aside an instrument which, after all, was an 
instrument for the weak and not for the strong; and ostracism 
fell at length itito utter disuse. Not, however, before it had done 
its appointed work. It had unquestionably given the new consti¬ 
tution time and assured peace in which to grow. It had afforded 
the people an opportunity to acquire a steady political habit and 
an habitual “constifnnStonal morality” such.as they might never 
have attained to had the rivalries of phrty leaders had no check 
placed upon them, and had political internperateness had no 
punishment to fear. That it was intelligently understood, as a 
means of peace and not of strife, was shown by its end. It was 
abolished* after ninety years of occasional employment, because 
it had been used at last as an instrument of partisan warfare by 
those who could effect strong factional coalitions against oppo¬ 
nent's whose rival power had grown to inconvenient proportions. 

149. Effe5t of the Cleisthenian Reforms. — The work of Cleis- 
theues proved definitive: he had found for the constitution a 
sound ba§is which it could keep. The o«ly new magistrates he 
created, it‘seems, were jertain Apodectai, receivers of re’jenue, 
through whom he effected a slight alteration in the management 
of the city’s finances. But his establishment of ten tribes carried 
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with it indirectly a change in all the official structure of the 
state. Every administrative board was sooner or later given ten 
members, oi^e to be taken from each tribe. Even the arclions 
came to be regarded as a Ward of ten, the tenth member ‘oeing 
found in the person of tlteir official secretary. A he number of 
Strategoi, general officers of the army, among the rest, was in¬ 
creased to ten (501 n.c.), each tribe choosing the commander of 
its own contingent. 'The polemarcli held, still, the formal presi¬ 
dency in Military matters ; the Strategoi were in theory only his 
associates in command. In practice, however, this board of 
generals tended, as it turned out, to overshadow him, if not in 
dignity, certainly in power, and was destined afterwards to oust 
him, and indeed others of the nine archons, from many other 
duties of administration. 

• W 

Tlie relations of the Stratryoi to one another are illustrated in an inter¬ 
esting way in connection with the battle of Marathon. They took tifrns, 
day by day, in the command when in the iield. It was on the day ,of 
Miltiades' command that Marathon was foutrlit, though the others are said 
to have yielded their commands to him on the days which preceded the 
battle. * 

150. Local Administration. — More important than such formal 
changes was the strong local rootage of the new institutions in the 
denies, their administrative unit The denies had been given a 
real vitality: their several demarche were t\'e real instruments of 
the state in the local conduct of affairs. Solon had’ districted 
Attica into forty-eight naucraries,' four within each of the old 
trittyes, to carry the burden of supplying a navy. Each naucraria 
was responsible for furnishing a single ship, and in each there 
was a naucrarius (‘ship furnisher ’), whose duty it was'tp collect 
the necessary taxes and take command of the ship supplied by his 
district, upon its completion. This older division naturally dis¬ 
appeared with the abolition of the old trittyes and tribal organiza¬ 
tions as administrative unions. The deme took the place of the 
naucraria, and the demarch succeeded to the functions .and duties 
of the naucrarius. The. demarchs, appointed annually t by lot, 
were qlso officers of their communes as well as officers of the 
state. Each was president of the assembly of his deme, and its 
ministerial officer in carrying out its purposes of local self-govern- 
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ment. It was through him that the new political life of these 
ancient communes in all things expressed itself. 

151. The Power of the People. —The real character of the 
new constitution showed itself, however, not in tin* denies, but 
in the Assembly and in the popular jury courts. The centre of 
power had shifted. It lay henceforth, not in the Areopagus or 
• the Council, but in the people’s Ecelesia and in the people’s 
tribunals. Events, indeed, delayed this consummation ; but they 
also'assured it. Cleisthenes’ work was hardly done Before sharp 
menace of invasion by the Persians !>. d put a new aspect upon 
affairs. In 493 n.c. Mardonius came, to be frightened back by 
the opportune fury of stormy Allies. Three years later came 
the anxious decade (490—180 ) wliiuk began with Marathon and 
ended with Salamis. Duryig the stress of such times t it was 
impossible affairs should be guided by the people’s Assembly or 
numerous Council, and the Areopagus once more became the 
ohe efficient governing power in the state. For seventeen years 
(479-462 b.c.[?]) it ruled as it had not since the days of Draco. 
But it was under the stress of those very years of effort that the 
Persian wars had brought in their train that Athens came to her 
full vigor and the Athenian people to a full self-consciousness 
and national, purpose. War brought discipline and administra¬ 
tive concentration ^success at last brought empire: the cities of 
the /Egean paid tribute to Athens, as to • the mistress of their 
league (secs. 83, 84). The regult. was, that the business of gov¬ 
erning grew enormous for Athens, and the democracy learned 
to assert itself in affairs. It is estimated that in the time of 
Pericles (444—429 b.c.) no less than twenty thousand Athenians 
found employment in the service of the city, as soldiers, jury¬ 
men, councillors, or magistrates, glaves toiled while citizens 
fli;ng themselves into the immense undertakings of the imperial 
city; and .the popular Assembly became the centre of the city’s 
life. 

152. The Economic Effects of .he Persian Wars. — The Persian 
wars wrought important changes in thfc economic condition of 
Athens. The country had more than once been laid wast Aby the , 

Persians, and such ruin had resulted to the owners of land that 
probably very many who had once had rank in the first of the 
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property classes had sunk to the last. Landed estates, the only 
estates hitherto reckoned in the census of wealth, had been, 
temporarilyVt least, rendered almost barren of income. Personal 
property gained in trade had, on the contrary, much increased, 
and had been in large part saved from the clutches of the in¬ 
vaders. Athens, in short, had become a commercial state, and 
because a commercial state naturally a naval state also. There 
unquestionably grew up among her citizens a very considerable, 
and influential body of merchants possessed of much wealth, 
and yet by reason of their lack of real estate, ranking no higher 
than the poorest Thetes. We can understand the considerations, 
therefore, which, soon after the battle of Plattea, led Aristides to 
propose, and the city to consent, that eligibility to office should 
be biased upon an assessment which should include property of 
all kinds (479 b.c.). ' 

153. In 487 b.c., in the very midst of the Persian teiror, the 
archons had once more been made subject to choice by lot, out' of 
five hundred candidates selected in the several demes. But the 
Slrategoi drew to themselves .the chief magisterial functions of 
that troubled time, and the Areopagus the chief place of guid¬ 
ance. It was not until 462 that the democracy gave its rule final 
reality. It was then that, probably under the t leadership of 
Ephialtes, the Assembly once for all assgj-ted itself, stripping 
the Areopagus once -again of its extraordinary powers, reducing 
its criminal jurisdiction to cases, of blood-guiltiness, and itself 
assuming the principal role in the direction of affairs. In 453 
Peisistratus’ system of local justices, which he had used for politi¬ 
cal purposes, was resumed for administrative coriveivence. In . 
order to relieve the Hdioin of the burden of petty castes, thirty 
deme judges were appointed, to go circuit among the demes, and 
give final judgment in all causes in which the amount in contro¬ 
versy was not more than ten drachmae. 

The introduction of election by lot was probably rendered compara¬ 
tively innocuous by the fi et that the functions of the ordinary njagistracies 
hai^been greatly curtailed in importance by the institution oi- the popular 
jury courts and the concentration of administrative duties in the hands of 
the generals. Any man not lacking ordinary sense might now fill a magis¬ 
tracy without serious fault. 
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154. The Reign of Pericles. — When Pericles came to the front 
of affairs in Athens (444 n.c.) the constitution wore tjie features 
of a complete democracy. Not a little of the business of the 
state was prepared and sent down to the Assembly by the Council 
of Five Hundred; a few immemorial duties of supervision still 
lingered in the hands of the Areopagus; but the Assembly 
decided everything. Its decrees originated administrative meas¬ 
ures as well as initiated policies in the field of politics. £ he heat, 
the vacillation, the dangerous ardor of the popular will played 
through all its action as the moment determined. It was strong 
when strongly led, weal when left to itself, terrible in e\rry 
season of passion. The world had probably never seen before 
such freedom of speech and of action ns characterized its stirring 
sessions when questions of njoment pressed. It was every .free¬ 
man’s right to speak as he willed; cries of coarse humor or hot 
im ;'afiei*c.e, of raillery and of enthusiasm, broke constantly from 
the'heady crowd ; it was a school of oratory and of resource in 
action, and the masterful man who had won a place of confi¬ 
dence among the people had there his uneasy power at its full. 

155. Pericles was such a master. His influence, though per¬ 
manent almost beyond example *in the politics of democratic 
vtates in that .changeful day, rested, not upon usurpation, but 
upon his commanding influence with the people; and the whole 
of his policy was directed, by intention at least, towards the 
education of the people in tluj tasks of government and the 
standards of conduct which belonged to Athens as the leading 
state of Greece not only, but of Hellas as well. He was never 
. arehon; bu$ almost every other post of authority fell to him that 
the peopl<*could give. He was Stratwjtis, master of the finances, 
superintendent, of public works; ayd through these offices 
wrought his will. It was under his inspiration that Athens was 
filled with the splendid monuments of art and architecture which 
have given a special distinction to the ‘ Age of Pericles.’ It was 
at his suggestion, it is said, that the people were voted small 
payments for their attendance at the jur/courts and the assem¬ 
blies, besides a largess tovenable them to attend the exhibitions 
in the theatre. The theatre played a large part in Pericles’ 
plans for the education of the populace; no means were to be 
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neglected which might serve to quicken the judicial and political 
activities of the people, or strengthen Pericles in their favor. 

The policy of thus paying the people to perform their duties 
and to b«‘ amused was, nevertheless, in the end a fatal one. So 
long as a Pericles dominated, all went well; but so soon as the 
city lost Pericles and forgot the fashion of statesmanship which 
he had set, much began to go ill. The majority of the citizens 
soon ca^ie to prefer paid service in civil offices to the necessary 
service in the field of battle. They were not long in becoming 
mere lethargic pensioners of the state. 

150. Decline of Athens. — Such was the constitution of Athens 
when the calamities came which marked the close of the Pelopon¬ 
nesian war and the beginning of the final decline of Athenian 
power and independence (secs. 8f»-87). This time of decline,— 
ending with the victory of Macedonia at Cliaerouea in 3§8 n.o., — 
witnessed one or two temporary returns to oligarchy, and" many 
proofs of a sad decline in political morality on the part v>f the 
people. Their pay for service and their largesses for pleasure 
were, of course, increased, constant depredations^were made upon 
the rich, and the naval and military reputation of the city was 
given over into the keeping of mercenaries. But the Cleisthenian 
constitution was retained in substance to the end* 

157. The Metoici. — Our view of Athens will be complete 
enough for our present purposes when we shall have noticed the 
non-citizen classes, — the slavey and the metoici. The Athenian 
democracy illustrated the character of all ancient democracies in 
confining the franchise at its widest to a body consisting of little 
more than half of her population. Besides her citizen population, 
which maybe placed at one hundred and thirty thousand, she had- 
a slave population almost as great (namely, abput one hundred 
thousand), and a population of resident aliens (metoici) which 
was, in prosperous periods, about one-third as gj'eat (forty-five 
thousand). The class of metoici was composed principally of 
foreigners, among whom were Lydians, Phrygians, Syrians, and 
Phoenicians, as well as Greeks from other Hellenic cities, who 
hact come to Athens to take advantage of the exceptional facili¬ 
ties afforded for trade in consequence of her situation and policy, 
though many manumitted slaves were also reckoned of their 



THE GOVERNMENTS OF GREECE. 


87 


number. It was from the ranks of the metoici that Cleisthenes 
had recruited the body of citizens, and in later times great num¬ 
bers of them were often naturalized for democratic purposes. 
But so lftng as they remained metoici their disabilities were many. 
Without a special vote of permission they could not acquire prop¬ 
erty in land in Attica. They were obliged, under pain of a crim¬ 
inal prosecution, followed on conviction by possible slavery, to 
choose a patron ( Prostrates ) from among the citizens as an inter¬ 
mediary between them and the state. It was only tlireafh this 
patron that they could approach the courts to enforce their rights 
or in any way deal with the state. They were mulcted in taxes 
as if they were citizens, besides paying a special protection tax 
and a special fee for market privilege^ They had, moreover, to 
suffer the mental weight of that contempt which, though less pro¬ 
nounced at Athens than elsewhere, all Greeks felt for foreigners. 
But tliat their disabilities were not too heavy, and that their 
piitilegcs were of great moment, is abundantly proved by their 
numbers alike in times of peace and in seasons of war. 

158. The Athenian Slaves. — The Athenian slaves were either 
barbarians takenSin war or slaves bought in the slave markets of 
Delos, Chios, and Byzantium. The, vast majority were bought 
slaves. They not only served as domestics, but also constituted 
the bulk of the agricultural laborers, miners, artisans, factory 
hands, overseers, and Tuiy-laborers. They also often carried on 
retail trade, and were sometimes superintt*ndents of larger under¬ 
takings, money-changers, etc. Their domestic service often in¬ 
cluded private secretaryships and the like. The state itself owned 
slaves whom it employed as armed police, and even upon occa¬ 
sion as soldiers. “Further, the lower servants of the public 
officials—accountants, clerks, criers, bailiffs, prison attendants, 
executioners, and the like — were for the most part, the latter in¬ 
variably, public slaves, as also the workmen in the mint.” 1 Slaves 
and metoici supported, the citizens conducted, the state. 

1 Sckomann, p. 352, 
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Greek Administration. 

159. We are without detailed information with regard to the 
methods and machinery of administration in the Greek cities. 
The little of universal applicability that we can say of the con¬ 
duct of the government in the smaller particulars of the every¬ 
day application and execution of the law, is of a very general sort, 
wldcli ffbes not describe exactly the administration of any one 
city, but gives in bare outline functions performed, doubtless, by 
a multiplicity of officers in the larger cities, but in the smaller 
cities by only a few officers saddled with a multiplicity of duties. 
Aristotle gives us a list of t the tasks commonly considered proper 
to administration in Greece, and it is chiefly upon this list that 
we must rely for a general view of the subject. From ittwe learn 
that the governments of the Greek cities usually undertook the 
superintendence of trade and commerce, particularly within the 
city markets, the inspection of public buildings, “a police super¬ 
vision over houses and streets,” and the oversight of fields and 
forests; that they had receivers and treasurer* of the public 
moneys, officers whose duty it .was to draw up documents relating 
to legal business and judicial decisions, to hear complaints, and 
to issue warrants for the institution of legal processes, bailiffs, 
jailers, etc. Besides these officials, therc'nvere the officers of the 
naval and military administration, at whose head stood such dig¬ 
nitaries as the Athenian Arcliofi Polemurchus or the later Athe¬ 
nian Strotegoi; the functionaries whose duty it was to audit the 
accounts and review the proceedings of those who handled the 
revenues of the state; and the superintendents of the*public wor¬ 
ship,— those officers who still in most cases bore the ancient 
royal title, long since banished from secular politics, but retained 
in the religious hierarchy in memory of a kingly function too 
much revered by men, and thought to be too much* esteemed by 
the gods themselves, to be exercised by any save those who bore 
this oldest and most hallowed of titles (sec. 120). 

I* states like Sparta, where civil life was a rigorous discipline, 
there were, of course, special officers to superintend the training 
of the young and the conduct of the adult of both sexes. Sparta 
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had, too, her public cooks to prepare the coarse diet of the 
Syssitia, and her superintendents of the public messes. 
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160. The Ancient Boman Kingdom. — At no period before that 
of the Empire was the go\ eminent of Rome radically unlike the 
governments of Greece ; in their earliest stages the resemblance 
between Grecian and Roman governments was a resemblance of 
details as well as of general pattern. Homer’s account of *the 
patriarchal presidencies of Greece may serve as a sufficiently 
accurate picture of the primitive Roman monarchy. Kingship, 
it is true, was much less strictly hereditary in Rome than in 
Greece; the Roman kings were not only of several families, hut 
even, tradition fays, of different nationalities: and they were 
elected, not born, to their function. The functions of the Roman 
kings, however, and the* government over which they presided, 
would have seemed most natural and regular to a contemporary 
Greek observer. Tl» king was high priest of the nation, its 
general, and its judge. He was associated with a council,— a 
Senate,— composed of heads of families; for the Roman state, 
like the Greek, was a confederation of (/ei/tes, curies, and tribes; 
and the decisions of king and council were heard by a general 
assembly (afmitia) of all the men of the curies. There is noth¬ 
ing in all this to call for new comment; we have seen it all in 
Greece (secs. 44<-52), — except the method of succession to the 
throne. Upon the death of a king, in Rome, a council of all the 
fathers of the gentes chose an interrex, who was to hold office 
for five days ; # the interrex named a successor; the successor, taking 
counsel with the fathers, named a king; and the comitia con¬ 
firmed the choice. 

161. Leading Peculiarity of Boman Constitutional Development. 

— This primitive constitution completed its resemblance to those 
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of Greece by beginning very ear ly to fall to pieces. But the way 

Borne took to alter her institutions was in some respects peculiarly 

Roman. The Romans never looked revolution straight in the 
face and acknowledged it to be revolution. They pared their 
constitutitn down, or grafted upon it, so that no change was sud¬ 
den, but all alteration apparently mpre normal growth, induced 
by thoughtful husbandly. They could always fancy that the 
original trunk was still standing, full of its first sap. No one 
was evy; given leave to reconstruct the constitution like a Solon 
or a Clcisthenes. Keforms, however, were planted in the seed at 
various times which we can now see very clearly to have been the 
beginnings of slow changes destined to be entirely accomplished 
only in the fulness of time. 

162. The Reforms of Serving T a i li ng. — Thus a change such as 
Solon brought about in Athens was set afoot in Rome by the 
military policy of Servius Tullius, one of the latest and greatest 
kings of the ancient city. It was necessary to strengthen the 
army, which had been drawn hitherto from the three antique 
tribes which made up the full citizenship of privilege within the 
city, a thousand from each tribe. It was impolitic to attempt to 
add to the number of tribes; a very jealous sense of privilege on 
the part of the patrician classes stood in the way of that; and yet 
it was not sufficient to add to the force each trite must supply. 

The city had drawn to itself, as time yv""t by, new elements 
of population: in addition to the patrician (the offspring of the 
potres, or fathers, of the ancient citizenship), growing numbers of 
‘ plebeians,’ outsiders attracted to the city by its commerce, be¬ 
sides men a great many, derived one can hardly say whence, who, 
because not of the old blood of the citizenship, were ranked as 
‘ clients,’ dependents upon the greater families. Above all, there 
was the already quite numerous body of those whe had once been 
the free citizens of neighbor towns now conquered and incor¬ 
porated within the Roman state. These non-patrician classes 
must be included if the full force of the state was to be put into 
its array; and Servius resolved to found the organization of the 
armed levy no longer upon the old tribes and patrician privi¬ 
lege, but upon the economic basis of wealth. It seemed to 
him wise not only to increase the public force, but also to make 
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a place of service, and, if might be, of privilege too, for the 
plebeians. 

163. The Centuries. — He divided the people, accordingly, 
whether patricians or plebeians, into five property clashes, to each 
of which he assigned military duties proportioned to its means 
for self-equipment for the field. From the first class were to be 
ctyawn eighteen centuries (hundreds) of horsemen and eighty 
centuries of footmen; from the second, third, and fourth twenty 
centuries each, of footmen; from the fifth thirty centuries."" Those 
who did not have property enough to coni n within the classification 
at all were drawn upon for five centuries of mechanics, musicians, 
and servants. The centuries of the several classes differed in 
their armament and equipment. E >£ry citizen was liable for 
military service from his seventeenth to his fiftieth year; but the 
levy was equally divided into aeniores and juniores: the older men 
formed £he city’s guard, the younger made up the army destined 
for the field. 

Having fixed the basis of wealth upon which the military levy 
should be made, Servius gave the new organization a territorial 
arrangement albo, separating the city’s territory into four dis¬ 
tricts, the Palatine, the, Esquiline^the Suburan, and the Colline, 
each a district lying in part within the city, but embracing also 
rural areas as well. To these territorial districts he did not hesi¬ 
tate to give the name ''Tribes. Outside they - limits the people 
'vere set apart into a number of smaller*rural districts ( pagi ), to 
which subsequently the name Tribes also fell: and these as well 
as the Tribes of the city henceforth served as very important 
units in the, administration of the little state’s affairs. 

164. The Ancient Constitution. — The primary object of these 
administrative changes was no doubt military efficiency. Servius 
wished to draw the whole strength of the city to its army, and 
all its wealth to the payment of the military tax. But a deeper 
purpose lay underneath, and in the end a radical constitutional 
change was affected. The new districts more and more became 
the habitual units of administration; and the host of armed cen¬ 
turies becaihe a governing assembly. Until Servius thus reor¬ 
ganized the army, the Roman constitution had known but two 
authoritative bodies, the Senate and the Comitia curiata. The 
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Senate was the great Council of the ‘Fathers /— from each gens 
a representative. The king chose, indeed, whom he should call 
from each pens to a seat in the Senate; but custom and every 
force of opinion made it incumbent upon him to choose'men of 
ripe years and men who were really leaders in their several 
gentes, and the constitution of the Senate still bore distinct traces 
of the old days in which it had been made up of chieftains and 
had served no king. The king and the Senate constituted the 
administration of the city-state', the people had no assembly save 
that of the curies, to which all might come, even plebeians, no 
doubt, as lookers on, but in which only men of patrician blood 
could vote, and in which there could be no voting except upon 
such matters as came ready from the Senate. The curies were the 
immemorial sub-divisions of the ancient tribes, for each tribe ten 
curies. Tlieir assembly was called only to sanction the election of 
a king, already made by the interrex and the Senate; to approve 
radical changes of law; to vote upon treaties and declarations of 
war, witness such solemn legal transactions as the adoption of 
heirs into patrician houses, or to receive foreigners into the Koman 
body. Only the king or the interrex could summon it; it could 
vote only upon business prepared for it by the Senate; its vote 
could be only Aye or No; it was only the witnessing people, and 
had no initiative part in shaping the affairs of the state: king and 
Senate constituted the government, the king master, the Senate 
a council whose advice he must ask even though he should not 
heed it. 

1G5. The Comitia Centuriata. —The Servian reforms added 
another assembly, and a more democratic. The centuries came 
together, upon the summons of the trumpet, not witlvn the city 
but without its walls, upon the Campus Martius, as if for the 
field, with banners lifted: and with arms in their hands. But 
they were the picked men of the city and they were drawn from 
all classes, plebeians as well as patricians; it was not to be ex¬ 
pected of them as free men that they should fight w ithout taking 
counsel, and Servius himself was not loath that they should have 
a voice in affairs. He had looked to see the plebeians enabled 
by this new organization to act like burgesses as well as like 
soldiers, and it was no doubt a thing he had foreseen that the 
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centuries should come in time to constitute one of the authorita¬ 
tive bodies of the state, a new assembly. So it turned out. 
They became a part of the machinery of election and legislation, 
as the* Centuriate Assembly, the Comitia Centwriata, beginning 
very promptly to absorb important functions of many kinds,— 
the choice of magistrates, the decision of questions of war and 
peace, and the regulation of many another matter hitherto left 
with the elder and less democratic assembly of the curies. A 
new political power had sprung up with the reform of tffe army 
and revision of the tax roll. 

166. Beginnings of the Bepnblic. — The line of Roman kings 
came to an end, and the Republic was inaugurated at almost the 
very moment when Cleisthenes was t Meeting his popular reforms 
in the institutions of Athens. But it ought to be kept clearly in 
mind that a republic was inaugurated in Rome in 509 b.c., not 
in an-Athenian or modern, but only in a Roman, sense. As I 
have said, the Romans never made revolutions out of hand; 
they only grew them, from very slowly germinating seed. The 
change made in 509 was scarcely greater than was the change 
effected in Aftiens some two centuries earlier by substituting 
annual archons for life archons. Two consuls, to be chosen 
annually by the Comitia Centuriata, were substituted for the 
kings, who had grown insolent in the person of Tarquin; and a 
newly created high priest, dubbed Itex Sacyorum, received the 
religious prerogatives of supplanted royalty, — that was all. The 
■ cgal functions quietly passed to*the joint exercise of the consuls, 
and the right of electing to the chief magistracy passed away from 
the curies, who had elected the kings. In all other respects the 
constitution kept close to the lines of its original forms, only the 
Senate receiving increase of power. 

167. The Consuls. —That the change was slight the powers of 
the consuls bore abundant witness. Two consuls were chosen, 
and doubtless a practical division of duties was arranged between 
them from the first; but each consul was in fullest measure king, 
and master of the state. The consuls *vere selected by the 
Comitia Cehturiata, but ihey received their imperium, thei»un¬ 
stinted gift of kingly authority, from the Comitia Curiata, as the 
kings had received it before them. The limitation of their power 
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lay only in its division and in the shortness of their term of 
office. Each consul was supreme, and the power of the one offset 
that of tie other. Since each could check and defeat the pur¬ 
poses of tl^p other by the exercise of an absolute authority, they . 
could act only by agreement. Neither could indulge his personal 
whim or safely pursue any private aim. Their term, moreover, 
was but for a single year. They might, indeed, being sovereign, 
refuse to quit their office or resign their imperium; no man could 
gainsay'*them while they kept it; but it was neither politic nor 
safe to defy their fellow burgesses in such a fashion, and once 
out of office they were amenable to the law. 

168. Like a king, or rather like an interrex, a consul could 
name his own successor; bijLt the Comitia CenturicUa claimed and 
exercised the right to decide upon whom the choice should fall, 
and consuls had to content themselves with an occasional veto 
upon its selections. The imperium, moreover, had its civikside, 
and its military. Upon the absolute power of the consul at .the 
head of the army and in the field the law did not venture to im¬ 
pose any restraint; but upon his civil power this limitation was 
laid, almost from the first, that with regard to evtfvy sentence he 
should utter in the plenitude-of his power against the life or 
legal status of any citizen, an appeal should lie to the people in 
their assembly. His complete mastery lay in this: either consul 
could, with the consent of the Senate, name a Dictator, who for 
six months should be the 1 state’s absolute monarch, his imperium 
restrained in nothing, both consuls ousted for the time from their 
power, the state and all its resources, the lives and fortunes of its 
citizens, put at his disposal in all things. It was in this way a 
crisis might be met, if the consuls came to a deadlock, or the 
dangers to the state be avoided, should turmoil or insurrection 
or invasion threaten it. 

169. Quaeatores parricidil were early associated with the consuls, 
at first as their nominees, afterwards by popular election, to assume a 
practically independent exercise of the criminal jurisdiction included 
in the imperium, and to undertake the care of the state chest. 

< * 5 

( 

170. Patrician Control. — There was here no democratic 
structure of government. The patrician classes practically con- 
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trolled in all tilings. The Comitia Curiata, which conferred the 
imperium, was a patrician assembly. The Comitia Centuriata, 
which chose the consuls, voted by centuries; and a majority of 
the centuries were drawn from the patrician classes,—at any 
rate from those who had wealth and were in the patrician inter¬ 
est, — so that only patricians were chosen magistrates. Above 
qjl, the Senate, the very seat of patrician privilege, kept upon all 
things a hand of control which could not be shaken off. It 
assumed to supervise all choices of the more popular assemblies, 
and in the field of administration was at all times practically 
supreme. 

171. The Senate. — The Roman Senate is singular among 
bodies of its own kind in having had no clearly defined province. 
From the time when consuls were first chosen till the end cf the 
second ¥unic war ( b.c. 509-201) it was virtually, so far as the 
conception of policy went, the government of Rome. Its coun¬ 
sels determined the whole action of the state. And yet not by 
any very tangible legal right. It remained till the last what it 
had been from the first,— only a consultative body whose advice 
any magistrate might ask, but whose advice no magistrate was 
bound to take. It was,associated*with the consuls as it had been 
with the kings,— to give them such counsel as they should call 
upon it to give. Jfcs powers were, strictly speaking, powers of 
consent ratljer than of origination. It exercised auctoritas, the 
power to forbid legislation of which it did not approve, and con¬ 
silium, the right to act, whether by way of approval or amend¬ 
ment, upon executive proposals. It had full control, moreover, 
of the puttie finances, having the right to determine the taxes 
and the manner of their collection, to vote the appropriations, 
and to audit the accounts of the trqpsury officials. It at first 
claimed and exercised the right to approve or disapprove, as it 
chose, all laws and all elections upon which the people’s 
assemblies acted. It had a hand in all things, in periods of 
stress or peril setting all laws aside, and for the rest giving shape 
and consistency to the business of the Ifcate, and the restraint 
of old practice. And yet its only real authority was tli«ft of 
opinion. It was strong only so long as it went with the mos 
tnajorum. 
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172. Composition of the Senate. — The number of senators was, 
throughout most of Boman history, limited to three hundred, the complete 
number of gentes under the kings. Their tenure was for life, provided 
they were not deprived of their rank by the censor. In the reg&l period 
they weA chosen by the king, his summons constituting them members 
(sec. 164) ; and when consuls succeeded to the kingly functions, they, 
like the kings, filled vacancies in the Senate. A law of about b.c. 361, 
however, gave the right to a seat in the Senate to every one who had 
been consul, praetor, or curule sedile; and vacancies over and above the 
numSer which such ex-officials sufficed to fill, were thereafter filled by 
appointment of the censor. 

173. Senate’s Character and Influence. — Until the compara¬ 
tively late times when the Senate had been corrupted by the 
temptations incident to the administration of a vast empire, and 
had .proved itself as incapable as any other advisory debating 
club of managing foreign conquests, it had many distinct advan¬ 
tages over any other authority that might have felt inclined to 
compete with it. Magistrates held their offices only for one year, 
and were generally drawn from the classes strongest in the Senate; 
the various assemblies of the, people (secs. 165,181,186, 205,206) 
had no permanent organization, and met only occasionally, when 
the proper magistrate saw fit to summon them; the Senate alone 
had continuous life and effective readiness for action. With its 
life membership it was immortal; containpiy the first statesmen, 
lawyers, and soldiers of the state, it had a knowledge of affairs 
and traditions of authority, of achievement, and of sustained and 
concerted purpose such as magistrates, who held their offices but 
for a twelvemonth, and meetings of the people, which came 
together but for a day, could not possibly have. It vtas compact, 
practised, clear of aim, resolved, confident. The vagueness of its 
functions was, therefore, .an advantage rather titan a drawback 
to it. It undertook every task that others seemed disposed to 
neglect; it stretched out its hand and appropriated every func¬ 
tion that was lying idle. If its right to any particular function 
was seriously challenged, it could quietly disclaim” it,—to take 
it up again when the Challenger had passed on. The consuls and 
othfer magistrates could ignore its determinations at will, and 
follow their own independent purposes or the wishes of the 
popular assemblies. The Senate was in theory only their ser- 
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rant, to speak when bidden. But the Senate’s advice was com¬ 
monly indispensable; nowhere else were such coherent views or 
such i n formed purposes to be found; nowhere •else so much expe¬ 
rience, Wealth, influence. It was too serviceable to be decisively 
quarrelled with: it would jeopard their own careers to defy it. 
In all seasons of quiet in hoine affairs it accordingly had its own 
way with undisturbed regularity. 

*174. Presidency of the Senate in Constitutional Change. — The 
Roman constitution was, by its own slow processes, to undergo 
many radical changes, but the Senate was to remain, the while, 
almost unchanged. New magistracies were to be created, old 
magistracies altered; new assemblies were to come into exist¬ 
ence, old assemblies were to lose 01 ^change their roles in the 
state; the body of the law was to experience many a transforma¬ 
tion, but the Senate was all the while to preside, mediate, control, 
— the most elastic, and therefore the most durable part of the 
singular constitution. All the strains were to come upon it, but 
it could take them without serious injury, and was arbiter in all 
things. 

175. The Oppression of the Plebeians. — Change came first 
from the just discontent of the plebeians, and came before the 
republic had been in operation so much as sixteen years. The 
kings had at least^ been sovereigns alike of patricians and 
of plebeianSj masters, but not always partigans; and once and 
again, a king like Servius Tullius had s&ught to strengthen the 
whole state by the elevation of the plebeians to a proper place 
of influence. But the new government was the government of a 
class, and was systematic in making the most of its power, 
whether iu the Senate or through the magistracies, for the 
benefit of a single order in the state. No one but a freeholder 
could be enrolled in a tribe and vote in the assemblies, and the 
patricians saw to it that the body of freeholders should not be 
added to. There was land enough, and that at the disposal of 
the state. For Rome was already steadily making conquests 
about her, and the conquered land becafte in large part ager 
publicus, suBject to be allotted as the state chose. But poor men 
not of the privileged order were not given their share. The 
wealthy families who ruled in the Senate and through the magis- 
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trades, themselves took up the new lands not only,—forgetting 
to pay the legal rent, — but even enclosed the pastures hitherto 
common, and left the peasant farmer neither arable land enough 
nor any fqod for his beast. • 

War, moreover, constantly drew the able-bodied of every class 
away from home, and the small farmdr was only too apt upon his 
return to find his house burned and his fields laid waste by the 
enemy, and debt staring him in the face. Debt meant slavery,— 
slavery't-o some patrician to whom he must resort for money. 
The law of debt in Rome was as harsh and pitiless as that which 
Solon had undertaken to reform in Athens (secs. 127-129). A 
man who did not pay his debt became his creditor’s prisoner and 
slave; and patrician magistrates were quick and inexorable in 
their execution of the utmost penalties. The law, moreover, was 
nowfiere to be read or learned, save in the judgments of patrician 
magistrates or the warnings of patrician priests, and its execution 
was daily made arbitrary as well as harsh. There was no private 
right, — at any rate among plebeians, — to offset the terrible pub¬ 
lic power that lay in the imperiwn of the consuls. The fortunes 
alike of war and of politics brought nothing but loss upon the 
plebeian, nothing but gain, it sometimes seemed, to the patrician; 
and the plebeians were not slow to perceive that it was time to 
have done with submission. 

176. Strength of the Plebs. — That the plebeians had long been 
growing to formidable ntonbers with the growth of the city itself 
there is abundant proof in the ufieasy movements of politics long 
ere the power of the kings had reached its term. Whether or 
not it be true that Rome, because seated in a district which was 
neither fertile nor healthful enough to have been chosen for any 
other purpose, was at first an asylum for the outlawed and des¬ 
perate characters of Italy,‘it is reasonably certain that her popu¬ 
lation had from the beginning a very miscellaneous, heterogeneous 
composition. Possibly the gentes which claimed to* be the only 
gentes that had fathers ( patres ), and consequently the only patri¬ 
cians, were themselves of rather artificial make-up;, and it is 
quite conceivable that those who caiqe later into vhe Roman 
circle, although not less naturally but only more recently formed 
into families of the orthodox pattern, were relegated to a rank of 
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inferiol dignity in the state, even if not excluded from a place in 
the curies alongside of the patricians, and so ranked as plebeians. 
There were also many who-had come to Rome as aliens, content 
at first*to live there as outsiders for the sake of certain advan¬ 
tages of trade to lie had only on the banks of the Tibei* and who 
had in time given birth to a'liou-eitizen class, which had forgotten 
its alien extraction and had become identified with the city, but 
which had made little advance beyond the threshold of the state. 
These, too, were plebeians. The chief part of the class, however, 
was derived from the conquered Latins settled in Roman terri¬ 
tory since the times of Tullius Hostilius and Ancus Martius. By 
one process or another the city had become mistress of a great 
body of people from whom she drew no small part of her strength 
and her wealth, and who were yet not citizens but outsiders in 
every pohit of privilege. Serous Tullius had enrolled tlxerti in 
the army, made them subject to the military tax, and given them 
a flace ift the Comitia centuriala; and so long as the throne had 
stood they had found neither their burdens nor their disabilities 
intolerable. But now they felt full service without full privilege 
to be irksome beyond measure. Economic distress proved a very 
enlightening teacher; and they weje both too numerous and too 
certain of their wants to* hesitate to act. 

177. Secession of the Flebs (b.c. 494). — They found their 

opportunity in a tini£ of war. Returned from a field of victory 
over the Volsbians, they remained armed* ami encamped outside 
■ he city’s walls until their demands for protection against the 
savage law of debt and the pitiless rigor of the magistrates should 
be laid before the Senate by their commander, who agreed to be 
their spokesfhan. When the Senate refused their petition, they 
broke into open revolt, turned their backs upon their general, 
withdrew to the “Sacred Mount,” wliiCh lay between the Anio 
and the Tiber, and declared that they would there establish an 
independent and rival commonwealth of their own. The Senate 
speedily cameb to its senses, opened negotiations once more, and 
quickly enough entered into a binding covenant which should 
bring the people to their allegiance again. , 

178. Tribunes of the People. — It was stipulated that land 
should be provided out of the public domain upon which to place 
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colonies of the poor farmers who had hitherto been left to starve 
or else accept the slavery of debt. But that was a mere measure 
of temporary relief. The defence of the plebeians against the 
tyranny of the patrician magistrates was provided for in & much 
more effectual manner, which had in it, as usual, the seeds of 
radical constitutional change. It waS agreed that a new office 
should be created: that the plebeians, voting in their own curies, 
should elect two tribunes whom the law should recognize as their 
authoritative protectors against all magistrates, of whatever rank 
or power. The tribunes were to be invested with the right to sus¬ 
pend the judgment of any magistrate upon a plebeian by peremp¬ 
tory veto, should they regard the judgment as in any way a breach 
of plebeian privilege. That their persons were to be inviolable 
was made the subject of a special compact (the lex sacrota) which 
denounced a curse upon any one who should interfere with them 
in the discharge of their functions. ( » 

179. The concession seemed a small one: the tribune’s .right 
of authoritative “ intercession ” was meant to prevent nothing 
more than violations of the just privileges of any plebeian who 
might seek redress or resort to him for succor. Bat a very great 
authority lurked in that. The .tribune was himself to judge when 
he should intervene, aud his veto was imperative against any, 
even the proudest, consul. It was as if the plebeians had actually 
established their independent community after all, within the city 
instead of on the Sacred* Mount, if not for action, at any rate for 
defence aud self-protection. The' power of the tribunes, moreover, 
grew as they used it. They were prompt to claim judicial pre¬ 
rogatives : the right to impose fines upon those who crossed their 
authority, and the right to arrest, imprison, it might b@ condemn, , 
even to death, the consul himself. The law gave them no such 
powers, and they, of course, did not begin by exercising them; but 
such rights presently came to seem a natural enough inference from 
the powers the law did confer; it became more and more difficult to 
withstand the tribunes as the pretensions of the plebeians advanced 
from step to step in the^long constitutional struggle which ensued; 
and«a slow usurpation brought the tribunes what they* wished. 

180. The tribune’s authority did not extend beyond a mile from the 
city’s limits. Beyond that the imperium of the consul was as absolute as 
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ever. A tribune’s intercession, moreover, could be uttered only in person: 
it was necessary, therefore, that a tribune should be always at hand within 
the city, and that the door of his house should stand unlocked day and 
night, in order that no man might fail of his succor when it was needed. 

The name tribune was not a new one. The old patrician tribes had 
had each its tribune, its representative in all civil, religious, and military 
affairs, its magistrate and commander. The tribes formed byServi us, too, 
and the country districts which resulted from the alterations which he 
instituted, had in their turn been put under tribunes, who acted a chief 
part in many important matters of administration. But the tribunes of the 
people bore an old name with a new meaning. 

181. A Hew Assembly. — Another momentous consequence of 
the changes thus effected showed itself in the springing up of a 
new assembly which the tribunes assupieu the right to summon, — 
an assembly of exclusively plebeian make-up, a Concilium plebis, in 
which t»he tribunes were elected, to which appeals could be {aken 
ip tlid njatter of the fines imposed by the tribunes, and in which 
counsel could be held upon any matter the plebeian magistrates 
chose to propound. The plebeians had long had their own tribes 
and curies. Their curies had, no doubt, been reckoned with those 
of the patricians in the Comitia curiata since the coming in of the 
liepublic. But in this t new body they drew apart and completed 
their separate organization as a distinct order in the state. It was 
the beginning of a^iew series of changes. For a time the resolu¬ 
tions of these assemblies bound no one but the plebeians them¬ 
selves; but, as plebeian power grew, Sn authority which was 
virtually legislative accrued to their tribal council, and the 
balance of power in the state was definitively shifted 

182. Tbp Public Land. — But these changes within the city did 
not settle Ahe question of the public lands. The poor farmer was 
still shut in to his petty farm of an acre and a quarter, and denied 
his ancient right of common and of wood; patricians and their 
clients continued to take possession on all hands of what should 
have been fairly allotted amongst all; and poverty looked as in¬ 
evitable a tHing as ever. For twenty-seven years after the great 
secession *o the Sacred Mount did the tribunes of the people press 
a persistenB agitation against the unjust system, deterred neither 
by intimidation nor by force, seeing one man done to death under 
the forms of law and another assassinated outright for their bold- 
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ness in urging a juster way, and then (b.c. 467) obtained only a 
gift of lands to some of the poorer Roman farmers upon the estab¬ 
lishment of a Latin colony at Antium. It required eleven more 
years of agitation to get an apportionment of building loth for the 
lower classes, upon the Aventine (b.c. 456) ; and there the matter 
rested for a little, other things taking precedence. 

183. The Plebeians and the Publication of the Law (b.c. 4Q2- 
451). The struggle between the orders, it turned out, was to be 
the nlTfvmg cause of almost all legal and constitutional change. 
The assignment of building lots on the Aventine to men of the 
poorer classes had been agreed to by the Senate as a concession 
to stave off much graver matters, which the tribunes were press¬ 
ing. Since the year 462, jthey had been urging the appointment 
of a commission, — and a commission of plebeians at that, — to 
codify and publish the laws, so that all men might certainly know 
with what privileges and under what penalties they liv,ed. The 
law was known only to the patricians. Its rules and practices 
were a sacred tradition, mixed of religious belief and civil usage, 
and handed on, like a secret cult, through magistrates and priests. 
There could be no systematic or effectual defence'of the plebeians 
against an arbitrary and tyrannous administration of the law so 
long as only the magistrate, and he the representative of a class, 
knew what the law was. The publication of the law was the 
condition precedent to any due establishment or observation of 
rights, at any rate for those who were not of the privileged order 
to which the law privately belonged. 

184. The Decemvirs (b.c. 451-449). — For ten years the Sen¬ 
ate fought the reasonable project, granting first an increase in the 
number of the tribunes, then an allotment of land on the Aven- , 
tine, and finally, a limitation of the amount of the fines which a 
consul could impose; but the steady agitators, whom they were 
opposing, forced them at length to yield. It was agreed that a 
commission of ten should be appointed, for the usual term of a 
year, to codify and publish the law. All other magistracies were 
to be for the time suspended, in accordance with the usual Roman 
custom in such matters of extraordinary action, in oAler that the 
decemvirs should be supreme in all things until their special task 
should be accomplished. The plebeians, on their part, agreed to 
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give up the tribunate in exchange for a determinate code of law. 
The patricians managed to exclude plebeians from the commis¬ 
sion, and filled it with men of their own order; but its work was 
undertaken and executed in good faith. Within their Ijerm they 
completed ten Tables of the law, which were approved by the 
assembly of centuries, engraved upon brazen tablets, and set up 
in the Forum. But that did not finish the work of codification: 
the year had not sufficed to complete the task. It was necessary 
to renew the arrangement for still another year. But the second 
year did not prove like the first. Appins Claudius had tasted 
absolute authority with a keen relish as president of the first 
commission, and now, a patrician turned demagogue, leagued him¬ 
self with certain of the less scrupulous .plebeian leaders to perpet¬ 
uate his power. He obtained tfye selection of men of a subservient 
sort to be his colleagues on the second year’s commission,— 
three of # them (some say five) plebeians, — and led them, when 
onfle.tjiey were safely installed in office, to turn despots with him, 
in despite of law and right. When their year of office was out, 
they declared that their work was not done, and refused to give 
place to the regular magistrates of the constitution. They had, 
in fact, completed the two additional tables which the law had 
lacked; but they had not submitted them to the people, and they 
did not mean to govern by any law at all. 

185. Second Secession of the Plebs. — It did not take such men 
long to carry things to such a pitch as to provoke rebellion. The 
army gathered in its camp withcfut the city, marched thence to 
the Aventine, and there elected tribunes once more to be their 
leaders, instead of the decemvirs. When they saw that even then 
, the Senate jnade no move to oust the decemvirs, they marched a 
second time to the Sacred Mount and again threatened to build 
a city there for themselves alone. They were not won back to 
their allegiance until the tribunate had been formally restored, 
the decemvirs brought to a reckoning, the right of appeal from all 
magistrates oace more guaranteed, and a full amnesty accorded. 
Nor did change end there. Through L. Valerius l’otitus and 
M. Horatius*Barbatus, whpm the Senate had commissioned*to 
treat with them, the plebeian leaders forced the adoption of more 
radical measures than the mere restoration of what they had re- 
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signed to secure the publication of the law. Not only was the 
right of appeal restored : it was strengthened, and made to apply 
even as against a dictator. Not only was the tribunate set up 
again, and, the inviolability of the tribunes secured by the'solemn 
sentences of a law binding upon all classes alike, but the tribunes 
were given the right to attend the debates of the Senate, and began, 
as it turned out, before many years went by, to use their right of 
intercession even against its decrees. More significant still, the 
people*were henceforth to have legislative power: the resolutions 
of the people were to have the binding force of law,— not the 
resolutions of the plebeians alone, indeed, but the resolutions 
of the whole body of freemen, reckoned without distinction 
of class, in which the plebeians were to be secure of a safe pre¬ 
ponderance of numbers. Such we^e the Valerio-Horatian laws of 
b.c. 449. • 

186. The Comitia Tributa. — That meant the creation pf*a new 

assembly. The tribunes were still to have the right to summon 
Concilia plebis, in which the distinctive officers of their order, the 
tribunes, and the a-diles and judges who were their subordinates, 
were to be chosen, and to which appeals from the judicial decisions 
of these officers were still to.be carried; but there was to be 
another assembly besides, in which the whole people was to be 
gathered, assembling in its tribes, and which was to be known 
accordingly as the Comitia tributa. Over its sessions a patrician 
magistrate was to preside. It was to elect the qucestors to 
whom the care of the city’s treasury was committed. Its reso¬ 
lutions were to have the force of law. And so still another 
piece was added to the complex machinery of the singular 
constitution. , , 

187. The XU. Tables.— The law of the XII. Tables, which 
came from the hands of the two deeemviral commissions, con¬ 
tained provisions both new and old, being marked throughout by 
a spirit of compromise and concession. The original proposal of 
the plebeians that the law should be written and published had 
involved no avowed purpose of change; but the work as actually 
accomplished, though it contained the Q)d law, showed it modified 
at many points. There was even distinct evidence of Greek in¬ 
fluence, and there always lingered at Rome a very definite tradi- 
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fcion tlfat two years before the appointment of the first decemviral 
commission, an embassy had been sent to Greece to examine the 
famous Jaws of Solon at Athens, and that Hermodorus, a learned 
Ephesian, had returned with the ambassadors to assist at the 
codification. 

188. The Tables borrowed the very words of the laws of Solon 
in some matters of detail, for example with regard to the restrie- 
tiftn of expense at funerals, and throughout followed Greek forms 
ill the statement of the law - H but uo constitutional arrangements 
were borrowed, and the stiff fibre of Roman practice showed itself 
the whole code through. Apart from such matters as the right of 
appeal from the decisions of magistrates, the punishment of 
judicial corruption by death, the prohibition of laws directed 
against private individuals, the assignment of criminal cases to 
the jurisdiction of the Comitia centuriata, and the regulation'that 
magistrates, in citing resolutions of the people in justification of 
v hat, they sought to do, should cite the latest and not choose as 
they liked among new and old, its text was given up, for the most 
part, to private law. Insolvent debtors were to be at the mercy 
of their creditors as before, but interest was not to exceed ten per 
cent., and usury was to be punished,. The absolute power of heads 
of families over their ’households (patria potestas) was a little 
softened. Intermarriage between patricians and plebeians was 
forbidden, as it had* always been, but a process of civil marriage 
was added td the once exclusive ceremonial in which the family 
•eligion of the patricians had so»long been embodied. Wills, it 
was provided, could henceforth be made, not only by declaration 
in the assembly of the curies, as heretofore, but also by means of 
a form of fictitious sale. Libel and false -witness were to be 
punished with death. It was significant, too, that voluntary 
associations {collegia), such as plebeians*-were wont to form, were 
secured in the right to make their own rules of self-government, 
provided only they did not transgress the law of the city. This 
also was a law drawn from Solon’s legislation. 

The XI}. tables and the genesis and development of Roman law will 

be further aad more particularly discussed in the next chapter. 

189- War and Its Constitutional Effects. —Rome was denied 
the exclusively municipal life for which her forms of government 
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fitted her, and which was vouchsafed to Athens, Sparta, and the 

other cities snugly ensconced within their little valley nests 
among the mountains of Greece. She could not live a separate 
life. There were rival towns all about her on the plains of 
Latium, and beyond the Tiber in Etruria, which she was obliged 
either to conquer or submit to. When they had been brought 
under her supremacy, she had still only gained new hostile 
neighbors, to whom her territory was equally open. She seeiued 
compelled for the sake of her own peace to conquer all of Italy. 
Italy subdued, she found herself separated by only a narrow 
strait from Sicily. Drawn into that tempting island by policy 
and ambition, she came face to face with the power of Carthage. 

In subduing Carthage she was led to occupy Spain. She had 
been caught in a tremendous drift of compelling fortune. Not 
until she had circled the Mediterranean with her conquests and 
had sent her armies deep into the three continents that touch its 
international waters, did she pause in the momentous undertak¬ 
ing of bringing the whole world to the feet of a single city. And 
her constitutional life itself felt every stroke of these conquests. 
This constant stress of war was of the deepest consequence to her 
politics, — especially in enabling the plebeians to break into the 
pale of political privilege much earlier than they might otherwise 
have done so. 

190. The Equalization of the Orders. — During the struggle 
which had resulted in the establishment of the tribunate, the 
creation of a plebeian assembly and an assembly of tribes, and 
the publication and amelioration of the law in the XII. Tables, 
the fortunes of war had ebbed and flowed unsteadily. It was 
because they could not afford to have the army discontented or 
rebellious that the Senate had felt at every crisis the need to 
yield to the demands of the plebeians, who constituted so in¬ 
dispensable a part of its rank and file. It was because war 
devastated their fields and accentuated their poverty that the 
plebeians moved so persistently and oftentimes so turbulently 
for relief against th/? tyranny of the magistrates and for a just 
share in the use of the public lands. At length s : xty years of 
struggle had brought them at least an independent corporate 
standing and privilege in the state and a clear law to live under. 
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They could act in their own assemblies, rely upon the protection 
of their own officers, and deem themselves a recognized party to 
every great transaction of politics. Moreover, within five years 
of the * decemviral legislation they had laid the axe af the very 
root of the principle upon which patrician ascendency rested. In 
the year n.c. 445 the Senate found itself obliged to assent to 
a vote of the Comitia tributu (a plebiscitum, such a vote was 
called) that henceforth intermarriages between patricians and 
plebeians should be lawful. At one blow such a law struck away 
the pretence that religion forbade any l ut men of the pure and 
ancient blood of the city’s fathers to serve in the great and inti¬ 
mate offices of the state or approach the gods in the taking of 
the auspices. The law was henceforth to know nothing of pure 
patrician blood. , 

191. JChe Contest for Political Office. —The rank and file of 
the plebeians, being poor men, not likely in any case to gain 
gfeat, place or power in the state, would have rested content 
with such a conclusion to their contest with the patricians, . 
could they have got, besides, an assured economic equality in re¬ 
spect of the usufruct of the public domain. The richer plebei¬ 
ans, on the contrary, seeing themselves shut out from nothing but 
power, desired that above all things, and set themselves to get it. 
The very year the Restriction upon marriage between the orders 
was removed (b.c. 445) they wrung from the Senate a conces¬ 
sion which seemed to promise a great Seal. Each year, it was 
agreed, the Senate should determine by a special vote whether 
the chief administration of the city should be entrusted to con¬ 
suls or to aboard of six military tribunes, — and, if to tribunes, 
plebeians Tjere to be eligible for the office. But for nearly sixty 
years, though the new board was frequently put in the place of 
the consuls, the election of plebeians was prevented. In the year 
b.c. 4'43 a new office was created, the office of censor, to be open 
only to patrifcians, so fearful were the privileged order that the 
plebeians might make their way into the military tribuneship in 
spite of them. There were to be two centers, and they were to 
have charge*of the numbering and enrolling of the citizens. •* In 
b.c. 441, besides, the consular right to manage the military chest 
was transferred to a board of four patrician quaestors, lest that 
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matter should full into the hands of plebeian magistrates But 
such precautions proved for a long time linnet essarj. < tin 1 

b.c. 400 did the plebeians secure a majority upon the board of 
military friblines, who were elected by the Comitht cculuriaUt; 
and they had got three out of the four qmeslorships nine years 
earlier (b.c. 409) in the elections held in the Com ilia tributa. 

In each assembly a patrician magistrate presided. The presiding 
magistrate had the right to refuse to receive votes for certain 
candidates, and could use the power very unscrupulously foi 
personal or partisan purposes when he dared. The Seriate re¬ 
served the right to disallow elections of which it disapproved. 

In the last resort the priests could declare an election irregular 
and void, alleging some breach of religious observance or some 
sinister aspect of the portents., By subtlety, trick, or power, 
plebeians had been kept out the fifty odd years through, — war, 
meanwhile, constantly intruding its interruptions and drawing 
off the strain of internal excitements. 

192. The Liciniaa Laws (b.c. 307).—The sack of the city by 
the Gauls (b.c. 390) interrupted the normal course of politics for 
a little; the lack of union among the plebeians tlft'catened to turn 
it aside altogether. The poorer classes wanted only economic 
reforms, and were indifferent about the offices; the richer plebei¬ 
ans wanted political power, in addition to the social equality 
already won, and ffdt that they had economic advantage enough. 
The tribunes C. Licinius Stolo and L. Sextius had the statesman¬ 
ship to draw the two elements of their party together to the 
support of a set of measures which promised to advance the 
claims of both. They demanded that a limit be put by law upon 
the amount of the public land which any one citizen could hold, 
in order that there might be some for all, to the breaking down 
of the hateful monopoly of the patrician landowners; that the 
number of cattle and sheep which any one owner could put upon 
the common pastures should also be definitely restricted; and 
that henceforth, instead of the makeshift of occasional boards of 
military tribunes, thffre should be consuls chosen every year, as 
ofxold, one of whom should in every case be a plebeian. For ten 
years the Senate stubbornly resisted (b.c. 377-307). When at 
last it saw itself obliged to yield, it took care (b.c. 366) to curtail 
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the power of the consular office still further by taking from it yet 
another piece. They created the office of praetor, and transferred 
to it the administration of justice, hitherto one of the chief 
prerogatives of the consular office, providing at the ijame time 
that none hut patricians should he eligible to be chosen to the 
new office. Within a generation, however, the pnetorship too had 
been won by a plebeian (n.c. 337). The dictatorship had been 
girfcn to a plebeian in 356, and the censorship in 351. 

• w 

19.0. Subdivision of Offices. —Tliere liad been throughout but one 
method of defence against the growing pretensions of the plebeians: as 
they approached complete access to a coveted office the importance of 
that office had been deliberately eurtailed, by paring away its prerogatives 
and bestowing them upon officers newly ^created. But in the end this 
proved no defence at all. One by one, each in its turn, the new offices 
were filled by plebeians, until even the sacred colleges of the priesfliood 
were io longer exclusively in patrician hands (n.c. 300, lex Ogulnia), 
and thevl’ontifex Maximus was himself a plebeian (n.c. 253). A second 
Appius Claudius (the same who made the Appian Way), as censor, en¬ 
franchised tradesmen and artisans, assisted a mere clerk of the public 
service to a curule irilileship (n.c. 304), and joined this same clerk in tlie 
publication of the legal calendar and the lists of legal formula;, know¬ 
ledge of which had hitherto been safely guarded confidential matter of 
tradition witliin the college of priests. * 

194. Supremacy jpf the Senate. — The subdivision of offices 
tended, singularly enough, to restore something like the original 
constitution of the Republic, by renewing the supremacy of the 
Senate. Other assemblies had multiplied and grown in function 
and power. By a law of tlie year n.c. 339 the assent of the 
Senate to tlje resolutions of the people’s assembly was made a 
mere formality; by a law of tlie year n.c. 2S7 (tlie lex Ilortensia) 
a like independent and binding force was given to tlie actions of 
the concilium plebis; and by a law of 286 tlie Senate was obliged 
to agree beforehand to confer the iw peri inn upon whatever officers 
the Comitia should elect. But the very multiplicity of assemblies 
and the mere %ubdivision of functions amongst them only gave the 
more consequence to the great administrative council. The mul¬ 
tiplying of‘offices had the same effect: business so divided 
needed the systematic supervision of a permanent council of 
state. The censors had been given the right (about n.c. 350) to 
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611 out the roll of the Senate upon the occurrence of vacancies 
in its life membership (a power which had until then belonged to 
the consuls), and even to remove those who seemed unworthy; 
but a votg of the tribes (the lex Ovinia) had commanded that 
choice be made by the censors only from among the best men of 
the state. This had been interpreted to mean those whom the 
people had chosen to occupy the higher magistracies. And so, it 
happened that as the Senate came once more into its old functions 
it tencTed to become more exclusively than ever an assembly of 
ex-magistrates; and the permanent council of state to which 
the acting magistrates looked for guidance was made up of those 
seasoned to the work of government by experience. Towards 
such a council the acting .magistrates, with their now limited 
powers, their minutely subdivide*’ imperium, necessarily stood 
related, not as masters, but as servants; and a great day c/ f power 
came again to the Senate. Even the tribunes became itr, Instru¬ 
ments. They were, indeed, given the right at last themselves to 
convoke the Senate like any magistrate, and their right of inter¬ 
cession operated when they chose against it; but the Senate, in 
its turn, used the tribunes’ right of intercession to check the 
magistrates, and their right to call together the popular assemblies 
to guide and influence the action of the people.. The Senate’s 
opportunity had come back again, and, now, that patrician pre¬ 
tension was killed, the opportunity could be greatly jised. 

195. “The Senate alone could rfeal with the grave problems of war, 
foreign relations, and the provincial empire. The management of finance 
drifted naturally into its hands, for the untaxed burghers had no interest 
in controlling expenditure. Nor was it unworthy of its l: igh position; 
the Senate was the author of Roman greatness. Superior to .the House of , 
Lords, for it was not, in theory, hereditary or exclusive, superior to the 
Athenian Boul6 in its independence and authority, it represented at first 
no one class, generation, or set of principles. As it consisted mainly of 
ex-magistrates, it was based indirectly on popular choice. , It was, in fact, 
the fine flower of that great aristocracy which resulted from the fusion of 
the orders, and concentrated in itself the experience, the traditions, and 
the statesmanship of Rome. Its consistent and tenacious*, if narrow¬ 
minded, patriotism had saved the state and built up the fabric of empire. 

Its members had served an apprenticeship in arms and politics, by land 
and sea, in the provinces and in the forum. They were called to their 
places by the selection of the censors from among the chosen officers at 
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the Republic. Debarred from commercial pursuits (218 b.c.), restricted 
to the bolding of land and the public service, they formed that profes¬ 
sional governing class demanded at once by ancient political thinkers and 
the increasing complexity of national business.” 1 

196. Though it in fact ruled, the Senate remained in theory merely an 
advisory body. It met upon,the call of a magistrate, when its advice was 
wanted. The magistrate who had summoned it and who wished its ad¬ 
vice presided over its session, and asked either for its vote upon a definite 
'proposition, or for the individual opinions of the several senators present, 
calling upon them by name and in the order of their one-time official rank. 
While it was greatest, until the end of the Republic indeed, the Senate had 
neither secretary nor records. Its decisions were formulated and written 
out in each case by the presiding magistrate, a committee of senators assisting. 

197. The Government of Italy. — Home had conquered Italy 
and come face to face with the Carthaginian at the straits of 
Sicily while her republican constitution took shape and th£ ple- 
bc’''*iL made their way to political privilege. She held her con¬ 
gests together by no constitutional system, but by such bonds of 
interest or of fear or of power as she could devise in each case as 
it arose. Each conquered town or people obtained its own terms 
of submission.* Homan military colonies dotted the country here 
and there like garrisons. Romani armies moved quickly upon 
any threat of revolt. Senate and magistrates interfered as they 
pleased. All were obliged to make their contribution to the 
Roman treasury. Rut for the rest the subjugated towns and 
communities kept their own life and government, generally, as if 
they had been still independent.' Rome did not send them gov¬ 
ernors, but only requisitions. Some, indeed, had been utterly 
reduced an^ brought to a condition of virtual slavery; but most 
vyere left jneasurably free, and some enjoyed a sort of qualified 
Roman citizenship. There were very few made utterly depend¬ 
ent. They were dependencies, but not provinces. Many stood 
in tlfe honorable place of allies. 

198. It grtjwto be a danger, indeed, and a source of menace to 
the state tha* the Italian communities had no definite place either 
of privilege or of subordination in the constitution. Their citi¬ 
zens came flb be a new sort of plebeians, — a new class whiclwas 
less thau free, — members of the Roman State so far as burdens 

1 A History Rome, by W. W. How and H. D. Leigh, p. 299. 
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were concerned and every sort of service, and yet not enfranchised, 
hold, off from the ju-ivileges and the power which ought to go 
along with the duties oi' membership. Tlieir grievances, it turned 
out, were jo be a new ferment, a new leaven of agitation, restless¬ 
ness, and change. 

199. The Provinces. — For the city’s possessions outside Italy 
it was found necessary to devise a new system of oversight ajid 
government, — and yet not a system, either, for Home never iu- 
venteTT systems, but a new set of practices and accommodations. 

A way to control each province was found as it was needed. 
Rome did not plan an empire; she drifted into her world-wide 
sway. It was her first thought, as her conquests began to extend 
beyond the bounds of Italy, simply to attach the conquered states 
to herself by treaties of subordination or alliance or service, after 
the manner she had followed in Italy itself. The actuakaimexa- 
tion and administration of foreign territories as provinces was 
only slowly forced upon her by circumstances. It was a policy, 
however, which she came more and more to relish as her ruling 
classes came to a full appreciation of the spoils and the power it 
brought them, and the erection of provinces cam? at length to be 
the rule and not the exception* 1 A confuting variety, indeed, con¬ 
tinued to exist in the provinces, as elsewhere, jn respect of the 
status of the several communities which had J'een brought under 
her sway. Some were suffered to retain a separateness and free¬ 
dom which had but slight trace of subordination in it; and there 
were cities not a few whose privileges expressly exempted them 
from the direct jurisdiction of the provincial authorities. Others 
retained very considerable powers of self-government, notwith¬ 
standing the fact that taxes and burdens of many kinds marked , 
their subjection to the imperial city. Not many had, while the 
Republic lasted, a position of outright vassalage thrust upon 
them, unless they were merely barbarous or utterly recalcitrant. 
But everywhere Rome had her officers of provincial administra¬ 
tion . the governor of the province, the quaestor who acted as his 
colleague in the interest of the treasury, and the publicans to 
whom the collection of the taxes was farmed out, besides a great 
retinue of the lesser officials who served these. The tendency 
was always towards more and more harsh exactions, greater and 
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greater restrictions, more and more frequent and arbitrary inter¬ 
ference. The system was practically anything the governor chose 
to make it. 

200. Organization of Provincial Administration. — “Province ” 
meant, in the official usage of Romo, a range of power rather than 
a subjected district. It meant the sphere of a sovereign magis¬ 
trate, and only gradually came to mean the region within which 
a dragistrate exercised his rule. Each province had its own 
characteristic districts and arrangements for local self-administra¬ 
tion, fixed upon by a committee of senate s appointed for the pur¬ 
pose. The governor had his staff of military and civil assistants, • 
his lieutenants, secretaries, clerks, attendants, interpreters, mes¬ 
sengers, engineers, physicians, and priests, whose services were 
paid for out of the public chest; besides clients and slaves as 
many asjie pleased, whom he took out at his own expense, — that 
is at tl... expense of his subjects in the province. The ancestors 
wife, were charged with the financial administration were not 
his nominees like the rest, but officers elected in Rome itself and 
sent to the provinces instead of being kept for duty in the city. 

“Ol. It was attempt to stretch the constitution of the city 
itself to cover the administration, of distant possessions. At 
first it had been arrange?!, simply that there should be additional 
praters chosen in Rome, some of whom should be sent to act as 
governors of provinces, while the rest were kept at home as 
usual for then- accustomed administrative service. Then, when 
provinces multiplied, the Senate Adopted the practice of extend¬ 
ing the terms of consuls and printers, from one year to two, and 
sending then} for the second year to the provinces, as pro-consuls 
and pro-prngtors. They carried with them to their new field of 
authority the absolute imperiitm with which they had always, in 
theory, been invested at home, and wete restrained only by the 
general administrative arrangements which the Senate had fixed 
upon their seferal provinces, and by their sense of justice or of 
policy. Their government looked most like a system in the 
field of the.administ.ration of the law. 1 c» his power to punish 
crimes, the ^everuor was very absolute; but in the enforcement 
of civil obligations very steady precedents grew up, and some¬ 
thing like a system of law was woven out of the legal notions of 
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the nations, amongst whom successive Roman governors had 
presided. 

202. Character of Provincial Administration. —The radical 
vice of the system was its irresponsibility and the spirit of 
plunder to which it gave leave. Each governor was expected, 
so cynical did opinion grow at Rome, to make his fortune in his 
province, and that within the single year his authority lasted. 
Once away from the supervision of the tribunes and the criticism 
of asSb'inblies and Senate, provincial governors were absolutely 
irresponsible; save only that they were liable to trial for mal¬ 
feasance in office, after the expiration of their terms of service, 
by jury-courts at Rome, which were, of course, out of sympathy 
with provincials and notoriously open to be bribed. In the city 
itself consul and praetor were theoretically independent of the con¬ 
clusions of Senate or people; out of the city, commissioned as pro- 
consuls or pro-praetors, they were actually independent* v They 
were city officers far away from home and from all city .over¬ 
sight, among subjects instead of among fellow-citizens. In Rome 
justice was administered by the magistrate, always subject to 
appeal in all cases which were not in the first instance heard in 
jury-courts, and well-known la*v governed all decisions. But in 
his province the pro-magistrate was a final judge restrained by no 
law but his own edict, issued on entering upon his provincial 
command, and by so much of the rules observed by his prede¬ 
cessor as he had chosen lo adopt in that edict. And so through¬ 
out provincial administration. There being no way of collecting 
taxes in the province by means of any stretched municipal 
instrumentality, the taxes were farmed out to publicans. There 
being no way known to Roman municipal method of bringing 
local government in the provinces into any sort of systematic 
cooperation with the general administration, towns and districts 
were usually suffered to retain their own local organization, but 
subject to the constant harassment of Roman ‘interference. 
Force cured the want of system; arrogant domination served 
instead of adequate machinery; a genius for intrigue and for 
open subjugation took the place of wise legislation. ‘ The world 
was made use of rather than administered. 

203. Causes of Failure. —This attempt to make a city consti- 
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tution serve for the government of a whole empire failed, 
therefore, for the double reason that it was impossible to 
provide masters for the magistrates who had gone out nominally 
as servants of the city without giving the provincials a share in 
the government, and impossible to give the provincials fiart in a 
system which knew nothing of representative assemblies, and 
consequently nothing of citizenship save in the shape of 
privileges which could be exercised only in Rome itself. The 
provinces could not be invited to Rome to vote and sit i.r the 
assemblies and the jury-courts. And it was not citizenship in 
Rome that the provincials wanted, but Roman citizenship in the 
provinces, if such a thing could be invented, with power to curb 
magistrates and condemn publicans on the spot. 

204. Constitutional Tendencies. —Within Rome herself, the 
admission of the plebeians to tne magistracies, and the granting 
of prac'\ / ’ally conclusive legislative authority to the resolutions of 
the popular assemblies, had virtually completed the history of 
formal constitutional change. Henceforth, the changes which 
took place were not changes of form, but went on, rapidly 
enough, though almost unobserved, at the heart of the constitu¬ 
tional structure. It was the growth of the empire which was 
hereafter to work transformations in affairs. The Senate had 
charge of foreign affairs, and the people took little heed of the 
provinces, except when colonies were to be planted and poor 
men might £et provided for. The spoils* of conquest and 
cominion lifted the burden of taxation from the shoulders of 
the burgesses at home, and made them indifferent how the Senate 
managed the finances. The army grew to be a professional body, 
no longer a^levy of farmers, and the absence of stern effort in 
the field added its own element to easy-going indifference at 
home. The city was full of those whef had grown rich through 
the city’s conquests and trade, and of those who had grown idle 
and lived upon the public bounty. 

205. As she waxed strong, the city unwisely grew less and 
less liberal towards her Italian subjects, »and more and more 
jealous to restrict political privilege to her own immediate 
citizens. Nominally there were four assemblies: the Comitia 
centuriata, the Comitia curiata, the Comitia tributa, and the con- 
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cilium piebis. In effect there were but two: the Comitia centuriata , 
which had come to be hardly move than an elaborate piece of 
electoral machinery , and the Comitia tributa, of which the con¬ 
cilium piebis was, in fact, a mere subdivision, hardly to ibe dis¬ 
tinguished from the whole assembly of the tribes, now that the 
orders were at last combined. The Comitia curiata had now little 
more than a formal existence and function. The Comitia centuriata 
was presently somewhat radically reformed and popularized. ✓'It 
was no longer the army in assembly (sees. 102, 163, 165), for tlife 
army had long since ceased to be in fact a levy of the centuries, 
and it was no longer feasible to base a popular electoral organiza¬ 
tion upon it. The somewhat regular gradations of wealth which 
had once characterized the city, had disappeared along with the 
decay of the substantial middle, farmer class, which had once 
been* the backbone of the community, and it was no longer just 
or convenient that the few who were rich should have hi many 
votes as the many who were without riches. A reform was 
accordingly effected by combining the division by property 
classes with the division into tribal districts upon which the 
Comitia tributa was based. A division into five property classes 
was arranged within each tribe, and within each class the old 
division into sen fores and jnniores; the rijjht to vote first in the 
assembly rvas taken away from the noble and exclusive equites, 
who still nominally supplied the horsemen 'of the census, and 
bestowed upon each occasion by lot; the basis updu which the 
property classification was reckoned, was made to include free 
capital and cash as well as land; and the old prerogatives of mere 
wealth and rank were largely levelled away. 

206. Notwithstanding their nominal authority in all electoral 
and legislative matters, the assemblies were really falling off in 
power and influence. Th'e Comitia tributa by no means retained 
the significance it had had while the two orders still struggled for 
ascendency in the state, and the cotlcilium piebis no longer served 
as an advantageous forum for constitutional agitation. The trib¬ 
unate lost by degrees ^ts first character and old-time importance, 
untjl the tribunes had come to be, not officers of the* people, but 
officers of the general administration merely, taken, as all other 
officers were, from amongst the ruling persons in the state, the 
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men for whom ability, or influence, or wealth opened a way into 
the Senate, amongst whom no distinction between patrician and 
plebeian was any longer to be traced, but who were none the less 
to be extinguished as a sort of official order, their families par 
excellence the “ senatorial families ” of the city. The young men 
of this class went through a regular course of promotion from 
office to office until the consulship was attained. The law pres¬ 
ently fixed the cursua honorum, an established order and age of 
promotion {Lex Vi'Ilia Annalis, n.c. 180); and the tribuneship was 
open with the rest. There was no such individual initiative in 
the Roman assemblies as was permitted in the assembly at 
Athens. Only magistrates could propose legislation. The trib¬ 
unes of these later days proposed, mojst often, no doubt, what the 
Senate wished, or the official c^ass. There were ten tribunes, and 
some o 'ye of them could be found upon occasion who would exer- 
cse ms i>ld power of the veto upon the action of another magis¬ 
trate whom the Senate wished to check. The whole machinery 
of initiative and of control had passed into the hands of the Sen¬ 
ate. It was supreme so long as, with moderate prudence, it kept 
an eye upon opinion; and opinion grew fitful at last and lost its 
weight as the populatiop of Rome Jost character and steadiness of 
habit. 

207. The Oligarchy. — Such changes in the whole spirit, struct¬ 
ure, and condition of politics produced at length what was noth¬ 
ing less than an oligarchy, whose distinction was not patrician 
blood, but wealth, social position, and a monopoly of the offices 
which led to the Senate. There were in the ascendency of this 
oligarchy, moreover, all the subtle elements of demoralization. 
The offiees»upon which its power rested were one and all electoral 
offices: the favor of the people had to be won in order to obtain 
them, the arts of the demagogue assiduously practised, or else 
trickery and the corrupting power of wealth had to be resorted to. 
The curule sedileship lay, with the rest, in the cursus honorum ,— 
the office wh&se charge it was to exercise jurisdiction and over¬ 
sight in the markets, maintain the public *works of the city, and 
keep its wa^s clean, superintend the public baths, and see to»the 
proper sanitation of the capital, and conduct the public games; 
and it was necessary to spend money, and favors, and services 
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very freely in this office in order to obtain the prstorship which 
lay beyond it And yet the candidate’s object was not that of the 
democratic but that of the aristocratic demagogue, who meant to 
use his power in all its higher kinds, in the prmtorship and the 
consulship, to advance the interests of his own wealthy and self- 
seeking order. It was a system which surely, though slowly, 
bred that worst of aristocracies, a hypocritical oligarchy. 

208. Decay of the Republic. — It was the selfish and arrogant, 
and Hi the end incapable, rule of this oligarchy that brought about 
the decay and permitted the collapse of the Republic, and made 
the establishment of the Empire inevitable. For the peoples, the 
interests, the dominions, the magistracies which these men sought 
to direct and govern were become, ere long, too varied, too com¬ 
plex, too disordered, too vast bot^ for the constitutional machin¬ 
ery* and for the political intelligence with which they sought to 
control them. It was necessary henceforth, if governjmmt was 
to be effectual, to draw together again and combine the powers of 
a now discordant magistracy: “ (1) to restore the basis of the 
military and political system by revising agriculture and replac¬ 
ing the yeomanry on the land; (2) to provide fo/the relief of the 
poor and the police of the capital; (3) to enfranchise the Italians 
and develop local government; (4) to consolidate the provinces 
by upright rule and gradual Romanisation; /5) to reorganize the 
army and navy on a professional basis, with adequate checks on 
the action of the omcefs; and (6) lastly, to establish a defensible 
frontier, a systematic budget, ahd easy communication within the 
empire.” 1 The magistrates of the city were the mere agents of 
a council in which personal and party interests had full play; the 
magistrates of the provinces had no common master.whom there , 
was any need to fear; the armies of the Republic had only a de¬ 
bating society to look to for control and plan of discipline; Ital¬ 
ians found themselves hardly less provincials and subjects than 
the men of the provinces, whose spoils and slaves poured yearly 
into the city, to the demoralization of the markets *and the degra¬ 
dation and impoverishment of the small Roman farmer. The 
Senate had lost its old grasp upon affairs, and ha& neither the 
inclination nor the ability to apply the only possible remedy: an 
l How and Leigh, p. 325. > 
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administrative centralization and reform which would have robbed 
it of its own ascendency. 

209. An Emperor the Bemedy. — It turned out, in the slow pro¬ 
cess of revolution which the rule of the oligarchy brought upon 
the city, that the only means,of accomplishing the administrative 
changes which yearly became more and more necessary was tr 
concentrate power in the hands of one man, at first under the 
fcyms of the old constitution, at length in open disregard of those 
forms,— and this was the establishment of the Empire. By mak¬ 
ing all men subjects, it practically made all men citizens. It 
brought Eome, indeed, very soon to the level of the provinces; 
but it also brought the provinces to the le-el of Eome by giving 
her and them a common master who could unify administration 
and oversee it with an equal interest in the prosperity of all parts 
of a consolidated domain. That is what Ceesar attempted, and 
what the overthrow of the Eepublic and the establishment of the 
Empire accomplished. Under the consuls and the Senate, the 
provinces had been administered as Eome’s property, as the estate 
of the Eoman people; under the emperors, who combined in their 
single persons consular and pro-consular, praetorian and pro-prae- 
torian, tribunician and queestorian powers, the provinces very soon 
came to be administered as integral parts of Eome. The Senate 
still stood, and man provincial officers were still formally elected 
by the people pf the city; but the city became, scarcely less than 
tlm provinces, bound to perfect obedience to the emperor; provin¬ 
cial officers, and even city officers, were recognized as only his 
deputies; the Empire was unified and provincials brought to 
an equality with their former masters by a servitude common 
•to all. Caracalla’s act of universal enfranchisement, whatever 
its immediate purpose (a.d. 212), was § logical outcome of the 
imperial system. All were citizens where all were subjects. 

210. Genesis of the Empire. — It is not possible to understand 
either the processes or the significance of the establishment of the 
Empire, without first understanding also the discipline of disorder 
and revolution by which Eome was prepared for the change from 
republican to imperial forms of government. The Empire whs 
not suddenly erected. The slow and stubborn habit of the Eoman, 
degenerate though he had become by reason of the dissipations of 
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conquest and the growth of a professional military spirit, would 
not have brooked any sudden change. That habit yielded only to 
influences of almost one hundred and fifty years standing. The 
changes which transmuted the Republic into the Empire began 
with the agrarian legislation of Tibprius Gracchus, b.c. 133, and 
can hardly be said to have been completed at the death of Augus¬ 
tus, a.d. 14. 

211. Tiberius Gracchus to Augustus. — The first stages of'tfie 
change which was to produce the Empire had, indeed, preceded 
the time of the Gracchan legislation. The strength of the Repub¬ 
lic had lain in the body of free, well-to-do citizens, in a race of 
free peasants as well as of patriotic patricians, in a yeomanry of 
small farmers rather than in a nobility of great landholders. 
But,the growth of the Roman doninion had radically altered all 
the conditions of Rome’s economic life. She had not oi^y spent 
the lives of her yeomen in foreign wars, but had alsor allowed 
them to be displaced at home by the accumulation of vast estates 
in the hands of the rich, and by the. introduction of slave labor. 
The small farm was swallowed up in the great estates about it; 
the free laborer disappeared in the presence of tlie cheap slaves 
poured in upon Italy as the 'human spoils of foreign conquest. 
Presently the cheap and abundant grain of the provinces, too, 
rendered agriculture unprofitable in Italy, and even farming on a 
vast scale by means, of slave labor ceased. The great estates were 
converted into pastures for the rearing of flocks and herds. The 
pressure of these changes upon the peasant classes was somewhat 
relieved from time to time, indeed, by the establishment of colo¬ 
nies in various parts of Italy upon lands acquired by conquest; 
but such relief was only partial and temporary. When Carthage 
was finally overthrown ajid the greater strains of war removed 
from Rome, the economic ruin of the home state became painfully 
evident, the necessity for reform painfully pressing. The poor 
who were also free had no means of subsistence: all the lands 
once owned by the state were in the hands of the rich, and with 
the rich rested all the‘substance of power, for they filled the Sen¬ 
ate, and there made their riches tell upon public policy. The indis¬ 
pensable economic foundations of republicanism had crumbled 
utterly away. x 
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212. It was this state of affairs that Tiberius Gracchus essayed 
to remedy, by reviving the Licinian laws of b.c. 367 (sec. 192), 
in violation of which the rich senatorial families had absorbed 
the public lands. By enactments which he proposed as Tribune 
in 133 b.c., the public lands illegally occupied were reclaimed for 
distribution by a retroactive enforcement of the old limitations as 
to the amount of public land which each person should be allowed 
to 'ftold, and, although the senatorial party accomplished the 
murder of Tiberius and the temporary defeat of his party 1 ? his 
measures were in large part put into operation, in deference to 
the clamors and demands of the people. Ten years later, Tibe¬ 
rius’ younger brother, Gajus Gracchus, received the tribuneship 
and vigorously renewed the same policy. He forced to enactment 
laws providing for the sale of jjrain at low prices to the people, 
fur the establishment of colonies outside of Italy in the proviiices, 
for the Admission of certain classes of the citizens outside the 
Sefia it; to a participation in the judicial functions then being 
monopolized by the senatorial oligarchs, and for a new method of 
bestowing provincial commands. But once more the oligarchy 
crushed its eneftiies and regained its de facto ascendency in the 
state. Slaves, besides displacing the free yeomen on the farm 
hinds, crowded them in the city, where they were given domestic 
service not only, bu^ filled also all the smaller sorts of trades and 
handicrafts, instructed their masters’ children, acted as their 
isasters’ secretaries and confidants, and exhcufed even the meaner 
. orts of public office. Freedmen'Vere enrolled in the census and 
made their way into the assemblies, to swell the number of those 
who were resply to do the work of the oligarchs ; and the streets 
of the city filled with restless mobs. 

213. It was the rule of the oligarchy which produced Marius 
and Sulla and the cruel civil wars between the respective parties 
of th6se rival leaders. Both parties alike threw, now and again, 
a sop to the* commons, but neither seriously undertook any re¬ 
form of the evils which were sapping the state of every element of 
republicanism. The Italian allies went i«to revolt, and forced 
their way "into the privileges of the franchise; but intrigue 
effected their real defeat in the struggle for substantial power, 
and their success did not touch the economic condition of Italy. 
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Sulla, was able to carry reactionary legislation which turned the 
constitution back in some respects as far as the times of Serrius 
and established control of the oligarchy upon a basis of definite 
law. The extreme policy of the oligarchs produced reaction; 
but reaction did not strengthen the people; it only developed 
factions. The time of healthful reaction had passed, and the 
period of destroying civil war had come. Civil war opened the 
doors to Caesar and the several triumvirates, and finally Rome 
saw her first emperor in Octavian. The stages of the transforma¬ 
tion are perfectly plain: there had been (1) the decay of the 
free peasantry and the transfer of the economic power from the 
many to the few; (2) the consolidation of oligarchic power in 
the Senate; (3) reactions and factional wars; (4) the inter¬ 
ference of Caesar, fresh from great successes in Gaul and backed 
by % devoted army; (5 ) the formal investiture of a single man 
with controlling authority in the state. Disorder and 'civil war 
had become chronic in the degenerate state, and had been .cured 
in the only feasible way. 

214. Transmutation of Republican into Imperial Institutions 
under Augustus. — But even in the final stage of the great change 
all appearance of radical alteration in time-honored institutions 
was studiously and circumspectly avoided. The imperial office 
was not created out of hand, but was slowly pieced together out 
of republican materials; and the process of its creation was pre¬ 
sided over by Octavian, the best possible man for the function, 
at once a consummate actor and a consummate statesman. Of 
course there was and could be no concealment of the fact that 
predominance in the state had been given to one ,man; but the 
traditions of the Republic furnished abundant sanction for the 
temporary investiture of one man with supreme authority: 
the dictatorship had been a quite normal office in the days of the 
Republic’s best vigor. What it was possible and prudent to con¬ 
ceal was, that one man had become permanent master and that 
republican institutions had been finally overthrown. Even the 
time-honored forms cf the dictatorship, therefore, were avoided: 
the dictatorship was an office raised above the laws and rendered 
conspicuous in its supremacy, and had, moreover, been rendered 
hateful by Sulla. All that was desired was accomplished by 
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the use of regular republican forms. The framework of the 
old constitution was left standing; but new forces were made to 
work within it. 

215. In the year b.c. 43 Octavian had formed with ^Antonius 
and Lepidus the second triumvirate and had received along with 
these colleagues, by decree oi the people, supreme authority in that 
capacity for a period of five years; at the end of those five years 
(b.G 38) the powers of the triumvirate were renewed for another 
term of the same length. This second period of the triumvirate 
witnessed the steady advance of Octavian in power and influence at 
the expense of his colleagues. His own powers survived the expi¬ 
ration of the five years (b.c. 33). In b.c. 31, exercising the mili¬ 
tary imperium conferred upon him in 32, he met and defeated 
Antonius at Actium, pretending to meet him, not as if he were a 
rival, biy; as if he were a leader of the revolted East; and sifter 
A« tium'jje was supreme. But he still made no open show of any 
poVei; outside the laws. The years 28 and 29 b.c. saw him 
consul, with his close friend Agrippa as colleague. By virtue of 
the censorial powers originally belonging to the consular office, 
and now specialty conferred upon him, he effected a thorough 
reformation of the Senate, raising the property qualifications 
of its members, introducing into it fresh material from the 
provinces, purging of unworthy members, and otherwise pre¬ 
paring it as an instrument for the accomplishment of his further 
purposes. In b.c. 28 he formally resigned the irregular powers 
which he had retained since 33 virtue of his membership of 
the triumvirate, declaring the steps which he had meantime 
taken as triumvir illegal, and pretended to be about to retire from 
, the active direction of affairs. Then it was that the process be¬ 
gan which was to put the substance of an empire into the forms 
of the Republic. 

216! In the year b.c. 27 he suffered himself to be persuaded by 
the senators to retain the military command for the sake of main¬ 
taining order tod authority in the less settled provinces, and over 
these provinces he assumed a very absolute control, appointing 
for the administration of their affairs permanent governors who 
acted as his lieutenants, and himself keeping immediate command 
of the forces quartered in them. The other provinces, however. 
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remained ‘ senatorial,’ tlieir affairs directed by the Senate’s de¬ 
crees, their pro-consuls or pro-praetors appointed by the Senate, as 
of old. Avoiding the older titles, which might excite jealousy, 
Octavian ( consented to be called by the new title, sufficiently 
vague in its suggestions, of ‘ Augustus.’ Presently, in 23 b.c. and 
the years immediately following, he was successively invested 
with tribuuician, with pro-consular, and with consular powers, 
accepting them for life. In 19 b.c. he was formally entrusted 
witfT supervision of the laws, and in 12 b.c. he became Poutifex 
Maximus. His powers were at length complete. But his assump¬ 
tion of these powers did not mean that the old republican offices 
had been set aside. He was not consul, he simply had consular 
powers; he was not tribune, but only the possessor of tribunician 
powers. Consuls, tribunes, and ajl other officers continued to be 
elected by the usual assemblies as before, though, in th$ case of 
the consuls, with shortened terms. The emperor was in form 
only associated with them. Above all, the Senate still stopd, the 
centre of administration, the nominal source of law, ‘ Augustus ’ 
sitting and voting in it like any other senator, distinguished from 
the rest neither in position nor in dress, demeandig himself like 
a man among his equals. In, reality, however, he was of course 
dictator of every step of importance, the recognized censor upon 
whose will the composition of the Senate depended, the patron to 
whose favor senators looked for the employment which gave them 
honor or secured them fortune. Long life brought Augustus into 
the possession of an undisputed supremacy of power, in the exer¬ 
cise of which he was hampered not at all by the republican forms 
under which he forced himself to act. He even fogud it safe at 
length to surround himself with a private cabinet ofj advisers to 
whom was entrusted the first and real determination of all meas¬ 
ures whether of administration or of legislation. The transmuta¬ 
tion of republican into imperial institutions had been successfully 
effected; subsequent emperors could be open and eVen wanton in 
their exercise of authority. * 

t. 

217. No nation not radically deficient in a sefise of bu'mor, it would 
seem, could have looked upon this masquerade with perfect gravity, as the 
Romans did. One constantly expects in reading of it to learn of its hav¬ 
ing been suddenly broken up amidst a rude burst of laughter. 
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Of course the order secured by the new rigime must have been very 
welcome after so long a period of civil strife and anarchy ; and the men of 
courage and initiative who would have organized resistance or spoken 
open exposure of the designs of Augustus had perished in the wars and 
proscriptions of previous revolutions. The state wanted rest ajpd order as 
France did in the days of Louis Napoleon, and lacked leaders who would 
have resisted the purchase of order or rest at too great a cost to liberty. 
Octavian had at least given a centre to the once headless system, “ a chief 
lokthe civil service, a head to the army, a sovereign to the subjects, a pro¬ 
tector to the provinces, and peace to the world.” Octavian had, aiore- 
ov#r, since Actium, been at the head of about two score veteran legions, 
“conscious of their strength, and of the weakness of the constitution, 
habituated, during twenty years of civil war, to every act of blood and 
violence, and passionately devoted to the house of Caesar.” 1 It might 
have been dangerous to laugh at the farce. 

218. The Completed Imperial Power. — The Emperor, <thus 
e-ea'etl as it were a multiple magistrate and supreme leader in 
all affairs of state, though nominally clothed with many distinct 
powers, in reality occupied an office of perfect unity of character. 
He was the state personified. No function either of legislative 
initiative or of *magisterial supervision and direction was foreign 
1o his prerogatives; he never spoke but with authority; he never 
wished hut with power (o execute. The magistrates put into the 
old offices by popular choice were completely dwarfed in their 
routine of piecemeal functions by the high-statured perfection of 
his power, ro'nnded at all points and entiue. "Such minor powers 
as were needed to complete til* symmetry of his office were 
readily granted by the pliant Senate. A citizen in dress and life 
and bearing, # he was in reality a monarch such as the world had 
not seen before. 

219. The New Law-making. — The only open breach with old 
republican method was effected in the matter of legislation. 
Even the forms of popular legislation ceased to he observed ; the 
popular assemblies were left no function but that of election; the 
Senate became, in form at least, the single and supreme law-mak¬ 
ing authority of the state. The Senate w%s, indeed, the creature 
of the Emperor, senators being made or unmade at his pleasure; 
but it had an ancient dignity behind which the power of the 

1 Gibbon, Chap. III. (Vol. 1., p. 30, of Harper’s edition, 1810). 
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sovereign took convenient shelter against suspicion of open revo¬ 
lution. Its supreme decrees, as Gibbon says, were at once dic¬ 
tated and obeyed. “ Henceforth the emperor is virtually the sole 
source of,law, for all the authorities quoted in the courts are 
embodiments of his will. As magistrate he issues edicts in accord¬ 
ance with the old usage in connection with the higher offices 
which he held, as did the praetors of the earlier days. When sit¬ 
ting judicially he gave decrees ; he sent mandates to his Own 
officials, and rescripts were consulted by them. He named the 
authorized jurists whose responses had weight in the nice points 
of law. Above all he guided the decisions of the‘Senate whose 
Senatus consulta took the place of the forms of the republican 
legislation.” 1 

220. The elective prerogatives of tLe popular assemblies survived only 
the first imperial reign. During the reign of Tiberius the right to elect 
officers followed the legislative power, passing from the assembMes to the 
Senate. Singularly enough the diminished offices still open to election 
were much sought after as honors. Though filled for the most part with 
candidates named by the Emperor, they solaced the civic ambitions of 
many a patrician. 

221. Jsdici&l Powers of thf Senate. — What principally con¬ 
tributed to maintain the dignity and importance of the Senate in 
the early days of the Empire was its function .as a court of jus¬ 
tice. In the performance of this function it was still vouchsafed 
much independence. Some belated traditions of that ancient 
eloquence which the Senate of the Republic had known and 
delighted in, but which could live only in the atmosphere of real 
liberty, still made themselves felt in the debate of the great 
cases pleaded in the patrician chamber. 

222. Growth of Hew Offices. — As the imperial office grew and 
the constitution accommodated itself to that growth, a new official 
organization sprang up round about it. Prefects (prcefecti ) there 
had been in the earlier days, deputies commissioned to perform 
some special magisterial function; but now there came into 
existence a permanent office of Prsefect of the City, and the 
incumbent of the office was nothing less than the' Emperor’s 

1 The Early Empire (Epochs of Ancient History series), by W. W. 
Capes, p. 181. 
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vice-regent in his absence. Praetorian cohorts were organized, 
under their own Praefect, as the Emperor’s special body-guard. 
The city, too, was given a standing force of imperial police. 
Procurators (proctors), official stewards of the Emperpr’s privy 
purse both at home and in the provinces, though at first well 
regulated subordinates, came presently into very sinister promi¬ 
nence. And the privy council of the monarch more and more 
^bsflrbed directive authority, preparing the decrees which were to 
go forth in the name of the Senate. 

223. The Provinces. —But it was the provinces that gave to 
the Empire a life and a new organization all its own. If the 
Republic had proved a failure in Rome because of economic 
decay, and the too great strains of ^empire, how much greater 
had its failure been for the provinces! No one had so much 
reason to welcome the establishment of the imperial govern¬ 
ment as»had the provincials; and none so well realized that 
there was cause for rejoicing in the event. The officials who 
had ruled the provinces in the name of the Republic had mis¬ 
governed, fleeced, ruined them at pleasure, and almost without 
responsibility; for the city democracy was a multitudinous 
monarch with no aptitude for vigilance. But with a single and 
permanent master at the seat of government the situation was 
very different. His financial interests were identified with 
the prosperity of the provinces not only, but also with the 
pecuniary honesty and administrative fidelity of the imperial 
officers throughout the Empire; with him it was success to keep 
his subordinates in discipline, failure to lose his grip upon them. 
That province might account itself fortunate, therefore, which 
passed from senatorial control and became an imperial province, 
directly under the sovereign’s eye (s$c. 216); but even in the 
senatorial provinces the Emperor’s will worked for order, sub¬ 
ordination, discipline; for regular, rigid control. 

224. Under the emperors, moreover, the Senate gained a new 
interest in the provinces, for its membership became largely pro¬ 
vincial. The notables of the provinces, lAen of prominent sta¬ 
tion, either for wealth or for political service, gained admission 
to the Senate. There were at last champions of the provinces 
Within the government, as well as imperial officials everywhere 
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acting as the eye of the Emperor to search out maladministration, 
and as his mouthpieces to speak his guiding will in all things. 

225. The Empire overshadows Borne. — In another and even 
more notable respect, also, the provinces were a decisive make¬ 
weight in the scale of government after the establishment of the 
Empire. The first five emperors (Augustus to Nero) figured as 
of the Julian line, the line of Cajsar, and under them the Empire 
was first of all Roman, — was Rome’s; but for their successors, 
Rome, though the capital, was no longer the embodiment of the 
Empire. The levelling of Rome with the provinces began, in¬ 
deed, with Augustus; both the personal and the municipal privi¬ 
leges hitherto confined for the most part to the capital city and 
its people were more and .more widely and liberally extended to 
the towns and inhabitants of the provinces. Gradually the prov¬ 
inces loomed up for what they were, by far the greatest and most 
important part of the Empire, and the emperors began habitu¬ 
ally to see their dominion as a whole. Under the successors of 
the Julian emperors this process was much accelerated. Pres¬ 
ently Trajan, a Roman citizen, born, not in Italv, but in Spain, 
ascended the throne. Hadrian also came from a family long 
settled in Spain; so, too, did Marcus Aurelius. Under such 
men the just balance of the Empire was established; the spell 
was broken; the emperors ruled from Rome, 'but not for Rome: 
the Empire had dwarfed the city. 

226. Nationality of the LatCr Emperors. — The later emperors, in¬ 
troduced during the regime of military revolution, were some of them not 
even of Roman blood. Elagabalus is said to have been a sun priest from 
Syria; Maximin was a Thracian peasant; Diocletian, v&th whom the 
period of military revolution may be said to have closed, ant. who was the 
reorganizer of the Empire, was born of ahumble Dalmatian family. Hence¬ 
forth Latin blood was to tell for little or nothing. The centre of gravity 
had shifted away from Rome. After the second century even the Latin 
language fell into decay, and Greek became the language* of universal ac¬ 
ceptance and of elegant use. , 

227. The Army. — The elevation of the provinces to their 
prbper status within the Empire meant, however, most unhap¬ 
pily, the elevation of the provincial armies to political promi¬ 
nence. Very early in the history of Rome’s conquests her armies 
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had come to be made up largely of provincial levies, and as the 
Empire grew the armies by which it was at once extended and 
held together became less and less Roman in blood, though they 
remained always Roman in discipline, and long remained Roman 
in spirit. Gauls, Germans, Scythians, men from almost every 
barbarian people with which’ Rome had come in contact, pressed 
or were forced into the Roman service. By the time the last 
days* of the Republic had come, the government trembled in the 
presence of the vast armies which it had created. Augustus Stu¬ 
diously cultivated the indispensable good-will of his legions. It 
was the praetorian guard that chose Claudius to be Emperor. 
Very early the principle was accepted that the Emperor was 
elected “ by the authority of the Senate, and the consent of the 
soldiers.” Galba, Otho, ai d Vijellius'were the creatures of the 
military mob in Rome. Even the great Flavian emperors clime 
to the throne upon the nomination and support of their legions. 
Anti.then, when the best days of the Empire were past, there 
came that dreary period of a hundred years, and more than a 
score of emperors, which was made so hideous by the ceaseless 
contests of the provincial armies, as to which should be permitted 
to put its favorite into the seat of tjhe Caesars. 

228. Changes in the System of Government. — It was in part 
the violence ox thi§ disease of the body politic that suggested 
to the stronger emperors those changes of government which 
made the Empire of Constantine so diffe/en£ from the Empire 
of Augustus, and which exhibited the operation of forces which 
were to bring the government very near to modern patterns of 
absolute monarchical rule. Even before military revolutions had 
, compelled radical alterations of structure in the government, the 
slow developments of the earlier periods of the Empire had created 
a civil service quite unlike that which had served the purposes of 
the Republic. Noble Romans had time out of mind been assisted 
in the administration of their extensive private estates and their 
large domestic establishments by a numerous staff of educated 
slaves; audit was such a domestic and private machinery which 
the first empbrors employed to assist them in public affairs. 0*e 
domestic served as treasurer, another as secretary, a third as 
clerk of petitions, a fourth as chamberlain. It required many a 
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decade of slow change to reveal to the eye of the free Roman 
that any honor lay in this close personal service of a sovereign 
master. The free Roman of the days of the Republic had served 
the state with alacrity and pride, but would have esteemed the 
service oi' any individual degrading: domestic association with 
and dependence upon a leader, even' upon a military leader, had 
never seemed to him what it seemed to the free Teuton (secs. 
291-293), a thing compatible with honor; much less couM it 
seed to him a source of distinction. But the ministerial offices 
clustering about the throne and by degrees associated with great 
influence and power at last came to attract all ambitions. From 
the first, too, patricians had stood close about the person of the 
Emperor as his privy councillors. These councillors became the 
central figures of the monarch’^ court: they were his‘compan¬ 
ion^ ’ (his comites, the word from which we get the modern title 
count). The later day when all service of the Emperor ha*f become 
honorable to free men saw the name of comites transferred Jto the 
chief permanent functionaries of the imperial service. 

229. The domestic ministerial service of the early Kpipire was the same 
in germ as that organization of stewards, chamberlains, bntlers, and the 
rest to be found in the courts of mediseval„Europe, out of which our 
modem ministries and cabinets have been evolved. It was to come 
very near to its modem development, as we shall see, under Constantine 
(sec. 237). 

230. As the imperi&l system grew, offices multiplied in the 
provinces also. Provincial governors had at first little more 
than functions of presidency and superintendence. Local au¬ 
tonomy was by the wiser emperors for a long time very liber¬ 
ally encouraged. The towns of the provinces were left to tlieir 
own governments, and local customs were suffered to retain their 
potency. But steadily the direct imperial system grew by in¬ 
terference, sometimes volunteered, sometimes invited. The usual 
itching activity took possession of the all-powerful bureaucracy 
which centralized government created and fostered. Provincial 
governors were before-very long surrounded by a numerous staff 
ofeministers; a great judicial system sprang up about them, pre¬ 
sided over often by distinguished jurists: Roman law penetrated, 
with Roman jurisdiction and interference, into almost every 
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affair both of public and of private concern. Centralization 
was not long in breeding its necessary, its legitimate, hierarchy. 
The final fruit of the development was a civil service, an official 
caste, constituted and directed from the capital and regulated by 
a semi-military discipline. 

231. Constitutional Measures of Diocletian. —The period of 
resolution and transition, the period which witnessed the muti- 
npuS ascendency of the half-barbaric soldiery of the provinces, 
lasted from the year 180 to the year 284. In the latter year Dio¬ 
cletian ascended the throne, and presently demonstrated in the 
changes which he introduced the constitutional alterations made 
necessary by that hundred years of fiery trial. All the old 
foundations of the constitution had djsappeared. There was no 
longer any distinction between Komans and barbarians within 
the Empire: the Empire, indeed, was more barbarian fhan 
Koman; »the mixed provincial armies had broken down all walls 
of partition between nationalities. With the accession of Dio¬ 
cletian the Empire emerges in its new character of a pure mili¬ 
tary despotism. The Senate and all the old republican offices 
have disappeared, except as shows and shadows, contributing to 
the pageantry, but not, to the machinery, of the government. 
The government, assumes a new vigor, but dispenses with every 
old-time sanction. * The imperial rule, freed from old forms, has 
become a matter of discipline and organization merely. 

232. The measures of Diocletian were experimental, but they 
furnished a foundation for what tame afterwards from the hand 
of Constantine. Diocletian sought to secure order and imperial 
authority bydividing the command of the Empire under chiefs 

> practically independent of each other and of him, though acting 
nominally under his headship. He associated Maximian with 
himself as co-regent, co-Augustus, with a separate court at 
Mediolanum (Milan), thence to rule Italy and Africa. His own 
court he set up at Nicomedia in Bithynia, and he retained for 
himself the government of the East, as well as a general over- 
lordship as chief or senior ‘Augustus.’ Uhe frontier provinces 
of Gaul, Britain, and Spain he entrusted to the government of a 
‘Cffisar,’ for whom Augusta Trevirorum (Trier) in Gaul served 
as a capital; th§. control and defence of Illyricum to another 
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‘Caesar,’ who held court at Sirmium. The two ‘Caesars ’ served 
as assistants, and posed as presumptive successors, of the two 
‘Augusti,’ ruling the more difficult provinces, as younger and 
more active instruments of government. Each Augustus and 
each Caesar exercised supreme military and civil authority in his 
own division of the Empire, though each formally acknowledged 
Diocletian head over all. 

This system marks the abandonment of Rome as a capital and *thg 
recognition of a certain natural division between the eastern and the 
western halves of the Empire. 

233. Reforms of Constantine. — This division of authority 
brought about, after the retirement of Diocletian, a struggle 
for supremacy between mapy rivals; but that struggle issued, 
fortunately, in the undisputed ascendency of Constantine, a man 
able to reorganize the Empire. The first purpose of Constan¬ 
tine was to recast the system altogether. He meant t« divide 
administrative authority upon a very different plan, which 
should give him, not rivals, but servants. His first care was to 
separate civil from military command, and by thus splitting 
power control it. There was henceforth to be no all-inclusive 
jurisdiction save his own. Fo* the purposes of civil administra¬ 
tion he kept the fourfold division of the territory, of the Empire 
suggested by the arrangements of Diocletian,* placing over each 
‘prefecture ’ (for sueji was the name given to each .of the four 
divisions) a Praetorian Praefect empowered to act as supreme 
judge, as well as supreme financial and administrative agent of 
the Emperor, in his speeial domain, as the superintendent of 
provincial governors, and as final adjudicator of Till matters 
of dispute: as full vice-regent, in short, in civil affairs. 

234. Under the arrangements of Diocletian each Augustus and each 
Caesar had had a praetorian praefeet. associated with him as his iieutenant, 
— as successors under much altered circumstances to the title of the old- 
time praetorian praefect of Rome. Under Constantine there were the four 
prajfects, hut no Augusti or Caesars placed over them, no niaster hut Con¬ 
stantine himself, and potsessing functions utterly dissimilar frpm those of 
the older praetorian praefect in that they were not at alUmilitary, hut 
altogether civil. 

The praetorian guards were finally abolished under Constantine. For 
them the play was over. 



THE GOVERNMENT OF ROME. 


135 


235. The four prefectures Constantine divided into thirteen 
‘dioceses’ over which were placed vicars or vice-prtefects; and 
these dioceses were in their turn divided into one hundred and 
sixteen provinces governed, a few by pro-consuls, a gomewhat 
larger number by ‘correctors,’ many by ‘consulars,’ but most by 
‘presidents.’ 

* ,“AU the civil magistrates,” says Gibbon, “were drawn from the pro¬ 
fession of the law.” Every candidate for place bad first to receive^ five 
years’ training in the law. After that he was ready for the official climb : 
employment in successive ranks of the service might bring him at last to 
the government of a diocese or even a prefecture. 

23(5. Such was the civil hierarchy. Military command was 
vested in four Masters-General superintending thirty-five subor¬ 
dinate commanders in the provinces. 

Thhye subordinate commanders bore various titles ; they were all with- 
tnjt distinction dukes (duns, leaders) ; but some of them had attained 
to the superior dignity of counts (comiles). 

237. The Household Offices. — Constantine emphasized the 
break with the old order of tilings by permanently establishing 
las capital at Byzantium, which thereupon received the name of 
Constantinople, name whose Greek form still further points the 
significance of tlu * shifting of the centre of the Empire. Rome 
herself had, .so to say, become a province, and the administration 
was in the Greek East. The court at Constantinople, moreover, 
took on the oriental magnificence, treated itself with all the seri¬ 
ousness in points of ceremony, with all the pomp and considera¬ 
tion that marked the daily life of an Eastern despotism. The 
household affices, created in germ in the early days of the Empire 
(sec. 228), had now expanded into a great hierarchy, centering in 
seven notable offices of state, and counting its scores and hundreds 
of officials of the minor sort. There was (1) the Great Cham¬ 
berlain; (2) the Master of Offices, whom later days would probably 
have called justiciar, a magistrate set over all the immediate ser¬ 
vants of the crown; (3) an imperial chanSellor under the name, 
now entirely stripped of its old republican significance, of QiAes- 
tor; (4) a Treasurer-General, superintendent of some twenty - 
nine receivers r>i revenue in tbe provinces, overseer also of 
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foreign trade and certain manufactures; (5) a treasurer called 
Count of the Privy Revenue of the monarch; (6 and 7) two Count» 
of the Domestics, new praetorian prefects, commanding, the one 
the cavalry, the other the infantry, of the domestic troops, of¬ 
ficers who in later times would probably have been known as 
constable and master of the horse. 

238. We have thus alrnoBt complete in the system of government, per¬ 
fected by Constantine that machinery of household officers, military counts, 
and provincial lieutenants which was to serve as a model throughout the 
Middle Ages wherever empire should arise and need organization. The 
1 companions ’ (comites) of the Teutonic leaders held a much more honor¬ 
able position than did tiie domestic servants of the Roman Emperor, and 
their dignity they transmitted to the household officers of the Teutonic 
kingdoms; but the organization effected by Constantine anticipated that 
system of government which has giv&i us our provincial governors and our 
administrative cabinets. •, 

• 

239. The Eastern and Western Empires; Greek and Teuton: — 

The conquests within the Empire effected by the Teutonic peoples 
in the fifth century and the centuries immediately following cut 
away the West from the dominions of the Empdror at Constan¬ 
tinople. The division between the East and West, which Dio¬ 
cletian had recognized in his administrative arrangements, at 
length became a permanent division, not me t rely an administra¬ 
tive, but a radical political separation, and the world for a while 
saw two empires instead of one: a Byzantine or Creek empire 
with its capital at Constantinople, and a Western empire with 
its capital at Rome or Ravenna. When Italy fell again nomi¬ 
nally to the Eastern Empire, in 476, she did not carry the rest 
of Western Europe with her. The West had fallen .apart under 
the hands of the Germans, and was not to know even nominal 
unity again until the Holy Roman Empire should arise under 
Charles the Great (sec. 482). Meantime, however, the Eastern 
Empire retained in large part its integrity and vigor, as well as 
its administrative organization also. It was not* to be totally 
overthrown until 1453'. . 

u 

240. Heligious Separation and Antagonism. —The political sepa¬ 
ration thus brought about between the Eastern Empire and the peoples of 
the West was emphasized and embittered by religions differences, Chris- 
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tlanity had been adopted by Constantine, and bad practically continued 
to be the religion of the Eastern Empire without interruption; but the 
Christian doctrine of the East was not the same as the Christian doctrine 
of the West; the ecclesiastical party centering in the episcopate at Rome 
violently antagonized the doctrines received at Constantinople. The world 
therefore saw two churches ariqe, with two magnates, the Pope at Rome 
and the Patriarch at Constantinople, the one virtually supreme because in 
the West, where he was overshadowed by no imperial throne, the other 
dominated by a throne and therefore partially subordinate. This religious 
'difference, accompanying as it did differences of language and tradbion 
also, the more effectually prevented political unity and even political 
intercourse between the East and the West, and thus assisted in setting 
western Europe apart to a political development of her own. 

General Summary op Anient Politics. 

i 

241. The City the Centre of Ancient Politics. —We are noW in 

a position to understand how the full-grown Greek and Eoman 
governments, which are so perfectly intelligible to our modern 
understandings, were developed from those ancient family states 
in which we saw government begin, and of which both Greek 
and Roman institutions bore such clear traces, but which it is so 
difficult for us now to imagine as..realities. It is plain, in the 
first place, how t;hat municipal spirit was generated which was 
so indestructible a force in ancient politics. The ancient city 
was not merely a centre of population and industry, like the 
cities of the present day. If merchants and manufacturers filled 
i*s markets, that was merely an incident of the living of many 
people in close proximity; and the existence of the city was 
quite independent of the facilities it offered for the establish- 
• ment of a nmrt. Life about a common local centre in compact 
social organization was a necessity to a patriarchal confederacy 
of families, phratries, and tribes. And until Roman empire had 
trodden out local independence, compacted provinces, and so 
fused the materials and marked the boundaries for nationalities; 
until those nationalities had been purged by the feudal system, 
kneaded into coherent masses by the great*absolute monarchies 
of the Middle and Modern Ages, vivified by Renaissance atfd 
Reformation, and finally taught the national methods of the mod- 
mi popular representative state, the city, the municipality, ~ 
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the compact, cooperative, free population of a small locality, —< 
continued to breathe the only political life of which the world 
could boast. Politics, — the affairs of the jroAts (polis), the city, 
— divorced from municipal government was a word o'f death 
until nations learned that combination of individual participation 
in local affairs and representative participation in national affairs 
which we now call self-government. The free cities of the 
Middle Ages are the links through which have been transmitted 
to us the liberties of Greece and Rome. 

242. The Approaches to Modern Politics: Creation of the Patri¬ 

archal Presidency. — Rome’s city government, as we have seen, 
fell under the too tremendous weight of empire: the Greek cities 
went down under the destructive stress of unintermitted wav 
among themselves and irresistible onset from Macedonia and 
Rome; but before they yielded to imperialism, they had come 
at many points very near to modern political practise. And 
the stages by which the approach was made are comparatively 
plain. It is probable, to begin with, that the governments de¬ 
picted in Homer were not the first but the second form of the 
primitive city constitution. The king had doubtless first of all 
been absolute patriarchal chief of the confederated tribes, and 
the king’s council to be seen in Homer may be tjiken to represent 
the success of an aristocratic revolution whose object it had been 
to put the heads of the ancient families upon a footing of equality 
with the king. He had thus become merely their patriarchal 
president. ! 

243. Citizenship begins to be Dissociated from Kinship. —But 
this aristocracy contained the seeds of certain revolution. As 
dissociated chieftains the Elders had maintained aVleast a dis- . 
tinct family authority, and so preserved the integrity of each 
separate family organization; but as associated councillors they 
in a measure merged their individuality, at least their solidarity; 
the law of primogeniture began to be weakened, and a drift was 
started towards that personal individuality, as contradistinguished 
from corporate, family individuality, which distinguishes modern 
frflm very ancient politics. Men began to have immediate con¬ 
nection with the state, no longer touching it only through their 
family chief. Citizenship began to dissociate iigelf from kinship. 
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244. Influence of a Non-citizen Class. — And by tlie time indi¬ 
vidual citizenship had thus emerged, a population alien to the 
ancient kin and unknown to the politics of the ancient city was 
at the £ates of the constitution demanding admittance. A non¬ 
citizen class, alien or native in origin, plebs, clients, metics, or 
penned, assisted to riches by enterprise in trade or by industry 
in the mechanic arts, or else sprung into importance as the main¬ 
stay of standing armies, demanded and gained a voice in the 
affairs of states which they had wearied of serving and had deter¬ 
mined to rule. 

245. Discussion determines Institutions. — And they brought 
with them the most powerful instrument of change that politics 
has ever known. The moment any one was admitted to political 
privileges because he demanded it, “and not because entitled to it 
by blood, it was evident that the immemorial rule of citizenship 
had been finally overset and that thereafter discussion, a weigh¬ 
ing. Qf reasons and expediencies, was to be the only means of 
determining the forms of constitutions. Discussion is the great¬ 
est of all reformers. It rationalizes everything it touches. It 
robs principles*of all false sanctity and throws them back upon 
their reasonableness. Jf they have no reasonableness, it ruth¬ 
lessly crushes them out of existence and sets up its own conclu¬ 
sions in their stead- It was this great reformer that the plebs 
had brought in with them. It was to be thereafter matter for 
discussion who should be admitted to tlie^ranchise. 

24G. Politics separated from Aeligion. — The results, though 
oftentimes slow in coming, were momentous. Laws and insti¬ 
tutions took on changed modes of life in this new atmosphere of 
discussion.# The outcome was, in brief, that Politics took pre¬ 
cedence of Religion. Law had been the child of Religion: it now 
became its colleague. It based its commands, not on imme¬ 
morial customs, but on the common will. The principles of gov¬ 
ernment received the same life. Votes superseded auguries and 
the consultation of oracles. Religion could not be argued; poli¬ 
tics must be. Their provinces must, therefore, be distinguished. 
Government must be the ward of discussion: religion might stay 
with the unchanging gods. 

247. Growth o£ Legislation. —Nor was this the only conse- 
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queaoe to low. Once open to being made by resolution of assent 
blies, it rapidly grew both in mass and in complexity. It became 
a multiform thing fitted to cover all the social needs of a grow¬ 
ing and various society; and a flexible thing apt to be adjusted to 
ch&uging'circumstances. Evidently the legislation of modern 
times was not now far off or difficult*of approach, should circum¬ 
stances favor. 

248. Empire.—Finally, the conquests of the Greeks wider 
Alexander suggested, and Borne in her conquering might sup¬ 
plied, what had not been dreamed of in early Aryan politics, 
namely, wide empire, vast and yet centralized systems of admin¬ 
istration. The first framework was put together for the organi¬ 
zation of widespread peoples under a single government. Ancient 
politics were shading rapidly off ^nto modern. 
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249. Currency of Roman Law. — Roman law has entered into 
nearly all modern systems of jurisprudence as the major element 
in their structure not only,'"out also as a chief source of their 
principles and practice, having achieved perpetual dominancy 
over all legal conception and perpetual presidency over ajl legal 
development by reason alike of its singular perfection and .its 
world-wide currency. It was Roman empire which gave to 
Roman law both its quality and its universality. The character 
of Roman law and the course and organization ol Roman con¬ 
quests are, therefore, topics which must run together. 

250. Character of Early Roman Law. — Until Rome had gone 
quite far in her career of conquest Roman low was, no doubt, 
little more noteworthy than Greek law or early Germanic custom. 
In the early history of toe city her law was only a body of cere¬ 
monial and semi-religious ruleS governing the relations of the 
privileged patrician gentes to each other and to the public mag¬ 
istrates. Solemn arbitration under complex symbolical forms 
was almost the whole of legal practice, outside private adjudica¬ 
tions of law by family authorities. If any provision existed for 
securing the rights of a non-patrician, he could know what it 
was only by putting his case to the test of a trial; and he knew 
that even when that case had been brought to a successful issue 
no precedent had been established; it was still a sebret with the 
privileged classes what the general rules of the law were. The 
proper procedure for the settlement of disputes was a State secret, 
from the knowledge of which the commonalty was entirely shut 
out. The College of Pontiffs directed these ^matters as they 
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pleased, as the sole authoritative interpreters of the law; and the 
pontiffs were patricians. 

251. Home’s lay Religion. — There was no distinction made 
in Romd between religion and politics. Not that there existed a 
“union of church and state,” to use our modern phrase; there 
was no difference between the two. The state was bound to 
observe the obligations of religion, and to maintain priestly 
offices whose occupants should mediate between the gods and the 
efty. A College of Pontifices interpreted the sacred law, arranged 
the ceremonial calendar, gave out the formulae for suits, and pre¬ 
served or adapted every ancient practice; the Quindecemviri kept 
the Sibylline books; the Augurs took the will of the gods from 
the signs of the heavens, the flight of birds, and the entrails of 
sacrificial beasts. But there w^s mrtacerdotal class. The men 
put into these sacred offices were laymen and politicians, like hny 
other officers of state. The Pontifices were a college of lawyers; 
tbefir. power was political, not ecclesiastical. The Roman had 
little sentiment in matters of religion. He deemed himself 
bound to a definite service of the gods; but that service could be 
discharged by a*definite ceremonial and an exact observance of 
times and forms, in scrupulously respecting which he fulfilled his 
whole duty and was quit of further obligation. It was not un¬ 
suitable, therefore, jfchat his lawyers should also be his priests. 
His worship smacked of the performance of contract, and had no 
savor of love or devotion about it. 

252. And yet, though the pries Ay offices were in fact political, 
t was easy to make them seem more sacred than the rest, and 
the patricians were able to maintain their monopoly in the 

, priestly colleges longer than anywhere else in the official make-up 
of the state. It was an enormous advantage, of course, to keep 
these offices within their class. The pontiffs alone interpreted 
the law and doled out its remedies; the sure dictation of prophecy 
rested with thfc priests; the augurs could postpone public assem¬ 
blies, declare legislative bills out of order, hinder or permit 
action at will, in the interest, when-they clfbse, of a party. 

253. Plebdian Discontent with the Law: the XII. Tables. — Ju 
the breaking up of this selfish and narrow system, as in the 
modification of alj^political practice, the imperative discontent 
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of the plebeians was the chief force. They early demanded to 
know the law as well as to be admitted to the exercise of the 
magisterial power. The first step upon which they insisted was 
the codification and publication of existing law. Accdfcdingly, 
in 451 and 450 b.c., the now celebrated XII. Tables were prepared 
and made public by two successive special commissions of ten, 
the Decemvirs. The first decemvirate commission consisted 
altogether of patricians, and is said to have prepared the-first 
tei ‘ tables ’ of the law. The second included three plebeians 
and added two more tables to the code. Probably this was the 
first time that the legal practices of the city had been reduced to 
anything like systematic statement; and in being stated they 
must have been to a certain extent modified. Written exposition 
was a thing almost entirely'foreign to the habit of that primitive 
agd; both because of the limitations imposed by mental habit, 
therefore, and of the difficulties created by the unwilljng mate¬ 
rials with which they had to write, the sentences of the law 
engraved upon the copper tablets set up in the Forum must have 
been brief and compact. By being thus condensed the law must, 
moreover, have lost some of its original flexibility and have 
become the more rigid for being made t the more certain. (See 
secs. 126, 183, 184.) 

254. Growth of the Law by Pontifical Interpretation. —The 

codification of the law by no means took its interpretation out of 
the hands of the pori.iificas. The Tables did, indeed, give cer¬ 
tainty to the general provisions of the law, but they did not 
impart certainty to its application to individual cases. “The 
structure of the provisions of the Tables was not such as to enable 
the plain citizen to apply them to concrete cases, or know how u 
to claim the benefit of them, without some sort of professional 
advice ” (Muirhead). It was necessary in each case, as before, 
to resort to some one who was familiar with the established inter¬ 
pretation ; and to whom else could resort be had but^o the pontiffs, 
the official lawyers of the state ? They alone fcould interpret 
with authority as we'd as with knowledge. The forms of legal 
actions had not been made public in the Tables; and it was, after 
all, upon the knowledge of them that the patrician monopoly of 
justice chiefly rested. Not yet for two centimes and a half were 
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these sacred formulas to be fully published, and not until they 
became common property could the science of interpretation pass 
from the priests to the common lawyers who were without office. 

255. 'the XII. Tables became the corner-stone of the whole 
structure of Eoman jurisprudence. Henceforth all legal inter- 
2 >retation was to begin with and be built upon them. But their 
existence did not alter the principle of growth implanted from 
the fifst in the law of Rome. It was to grow, in the future as in 
the past, by interpretation in all that concerned the rights of indi¬ 
viduals, by adjustment rather than by legislation, not by the for¬ 
mulation of new principles so much as by the new application of 
old ones. And the official source of this interpretation, so far as 
the meaning of the Tables themselves was concerned, was now, 
as before, to be the college of pontiffs?* The pontifices had from 
the first been always the assessors, or professional associates,* of 
those wh® administered justice. Questions of Quiritarian right 
w i.t by their remits to the centumviral courts; all other ques¬ 
tions to single lay judicea or referees, with explicit direction how 
they should act, and upon what interpretation of the law. The 
formulation of t£e Tables did not interrupt this pontifical func¬ 
tion of authoritative reference and instruction. The College 
‘ appointed one qf its members every year to give ‘opinions ’ on 
questions of private law,” and their interpretation continued to 
bind every cojirt and every judex. 

256. They sought in their interpretations to bring everything 
mder the letter of the law. Their ‘opinions’ (responaa) were, 
nevertheless, a means of development, inasmuch as they sought 
in their setting forth of the applications of the law to arrive at 

> a sort of “ cammon-law equity ” which should meet the case in 
hand and yet not violate the strict spirit of the law. They did 
not hesitate to stretch the letter of a provision to cover cases not 
explicitly contemplated in the strict text or tradition, and so 
slowly brought into practice what has very happily been called 
“an abstract equity immersed in matter.” Until the Praetors 
came the official responses of the pontiffs wire the law’s only in¬ 
ternal means*of growth or amelioration; and the Praetors did net 
come for nearly a hundred years after the making of the Tables. 

257. The Prffito’5. — The office of Praetor was created in the 
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year 366 b.c., to take the judicial functions of the consuls (see 
sec. 192); because the consular office had been'thrown open to 
the plebeians, and the patrician Senate dreaded to see ai\y but an 
officer chosen out of the privileged class entrusted with the 
authoritative application of the law. The consuls had inherited 
the general and indefinite judicial powers of the kings; the Prae¬ 
tor received the judicial powers of the consuls. What had. in 
tljgir hands been one great function among many became in tke 
hands of the Praetor the special power of a single office. Like 
every other officer, the Praetor possessed the imperiwm of the 
magistrate; with the imperium went always a sovereign discre¬ 
tion in administration. The law was henceforth to find a new 
soil in which to grow in tl*?. discretion of the Praetor. To him 
all citizens might resort for the Settlement of conflicting claims. 
He did not himself settle the matter between them, but he laid 
the legal basis for its settlement. Having heard their Statement 
of their case, he sent it for decision, according to old custom, to 
some private citizen whom he nominated judex , or arbitrator, for 
the occasion, accompanying his reference of the c%se with instruc¬ 
tions to the arbitrator in which hS not only set forth the ques¬ 
tion at issue, but also formulated the law to which the decision 
must conform. Very many cases were referred thus each to 
a single judex; in many instances, again, they were sent to a 
number of judices who .constituted a sort of board or jury to look 
into the merits of thtf'cohtroYersy. Always, however, Praetor 
and judices stood towards each other in much the same relation 
that the judge and jury of our own system hold towards one 
another: except that the Praetor and judices did not sit together 
and hear cases at the same time. They acted separately and at ’ 
different times. But the Praetor interpreted the law, and the 
judices passed upon the facts. 

258. The Law and the Prator’s Application of it. — The law 
which the Praetor had to expound and apply in the formulas or 
briefs which he sent down to the judices, as at once their warrant 
and their instructions, was not a law constantly advanced and 
adjusted by legislation. It was, for the most part, only the XII. 
Tables, a small body of Senatus-consulta, or senatorial decrees, 
and a few legal principles introduced by popular agitation during 
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the long struggle of the plebeians for political privilege. Of 
formal law-making such as we are nowadays accustomed to look 
for there was almost none to help him. He himself, therefore, 
became’to all intents and purposes a legislator. The growth of 
the city, and the constant changes of circumstance and occasion 
for the use of his law functions which must have attended its 
growth, of course gave rise to cases without number which the 
simple, laconic laws of the early time could not possibly hav^, 
contemplated. To these, however, the Praetor had to apply, rnth 
what ingenuity or originality he possessed, such general rules 
and conceptions as he could discover in the ancient codes or 
devise for modern practice; and of course so great a development 
of interpretation insensibly gave birth to new principles. The 
Praetor, consciously or unconsejousFff became a source of law. 

259. Prator vs. Pontiff. — Here was an officer sure to proVe a 
very formidable rival to the college of pontiffs in giving shape 
to'the law. The pontiffs were no less than before the official 
interpreters of code and ceremonial. Their responses were still 
the only authoritative ‘opinions’: they were not to lose their 
legal place in the singular system of the complex state until the 
Republic itself came to an end. But the Praetor’s discretion in 
shaping remedies to meet wrongs, in the adoption of a new pro¬ 
cedure, smacking of new principles, to meet new cases, none the 
less made strides towards usurping their place of guidance. 
Plebeians were admitted to the prset*riai office in 337 b.c„ not 
. hirty years after its creation, antf a full generation before a ple¬ 
beian found his way into the pontifical college; and the change 
was not likely to slacken the Praetor’s energy in drawing to him- 

• self a masterful control in the administration of the law. The 
Praetor’s ‘equity,’ moreover, had a natural advantage over the 
interpretation of a strict law to which the pontiffs were Bhut in. 
He could find new principles and they could not. The future 
was for him. ’ 

260. The Prator’s Edict. — At the beginning of his year of 
office the Praetor published an Edict in which he formally accepted 
the principles acted on by his predecessors, and announced sufcli 
new rules of adjudication as he intended to adopt during his year 
of authority. Thepe new rules were always, in form at least, 
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rules of procedure. The Praetor announced, for example, that he 
would, hereafter, regard property held by certain methods, 
hitherto considered irregular or invalid, as if it were held accord¬ 
ing to dpe and immemorial form, and would consider the title 
acquired valid for all practical purposes. He did not assume to 
make such titles valid: that would be to change the law. But 
he could promise in adjudicating cases to treat them os if tjiey 
. tme valid, and so practically cure their defects. In a word, Ijv 
could not create rights; but he could create and withhold remedies. 
It was thus that through successive edicts the law attained an 
immense growth. And such growth was, of course, of the most 
normal and natural character. By such slow, conservative, prac¬ 
tical, day to day adjustments of practice the law was made easily 
to fit the varying and diversifiedvieeds of a growing and progres¬ 
sive people. 

261. A Prator Peregrinus. — A little more than one* hundred 
years went by, and then it was necessary to appoint an additional 
Praetor, a Praetor peregrinus (“ Preetor qui jus dicit inter peregrinos ” 
was his full descriptive title), a Praetor for the foreigners or 
aliens who more and more multiplied in the city, to the quicken¬ 
ing of its trade and to the extension of its life and power. It was 
presently necessary to distinguish the Praetor of the older, undi¬ 
vided office as the Praetor urbanus, the City Praetor, the Praetor 
for citizens. The functions of the Praetor peregrinuy were similar 
to those of the City Kiaeter, but much less limited by the pre¬ 
scriptions of old law. He administered justice between resident 
foreigners in Borne itself, between Boman citizens and foreigners, 
and between citizens of different cities within the Boman domin¬ 
ion. Boman law, —the jus civile, the law administered and de- < 
veloped by the Praetor prbanus, —was only for Bomans. Its 
origins and fundamental conceptions marked it as based upon 
tribal customs and upon religious sanctions which could only 
apply to those who shared the Boman tradition and worship. It 
could not apply even as between a Boman and an alien. The 
Latin and Italian tovfos which Borne brought under her dominion 
w?re, therefore, suffered to retain their own law and judicial 
practices for their own residents, so far at least as their retention 
offered no contradiction to Rome’s policy or ■authority; but the 
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law of one town was of course inapplicable to the citizens of any 
other, and therefore could not be used in oases between citizens 
of different towns. In all such cases, when Roman law could 
not be appealed to, the Praetor peregrinus was called.upon to 
declare what principles should be observed. 

262. The Jus Gentium. — The first incumbents of this delicate 
and difficult office, of Praetor peregrinus, were doubtless arbitrary 
enough in their judgments, deciding according to any rough 
general criteria of right or wrong, or any partial analogies to 
similar cases under Roman law that happened to suggest them¬ 
selves. But they seem, nevertheless, to have had a sincere pur¬ 
pose to be just, and at length the Roman habit of being systematic 
enabled them to hit upon certain u jeful, and as it turned out, 
momentous, general principles. * Tfley of course had every oppor¬ 
tunity for a close observation and wide comparison of the lhgal 
practiced and principles obtaining among the subject nations 
ii mong whom their duties lay, and they presently discerned cer¬ 
tain substantial correspondences of conception among these on 
many points fluently to be decided. With their practical turn 
for system, they availed themselves of these common conceptions 
of justice as the basis of, their adjudications. They sought more 
and more to find,in each case some common standing-ground for 
the litigants in seme legal doctrine acknowledged among the 
people of both. As these general principles^ universal accept¬ 
ance multiplied, and began to take.systematic form under the 
emulative practice of successive Praetors, the resultant body of 
law came to be known among the Romans as the/us gentium, the law 
of the nations, — tire law, that is, common to the nations among 
whose members Roman magistrates had to administer justice. 

263. The Jus Gentium not International Law. — This body of 
law had, of course, nothing in common with what we now call 
the Law of Nations, that is, International Law. International 
law relates to the dealings of nation with nation, and is in largest 
part public law — the law of state, of political, action (secs. 1457, 
1458). The jus gentium, on the other haild, was only a body of 
private and commercial law, chiefly the latter. It had nothing 
to do with state action, but concerned itself exclusively with the 
relations of individuals to each other among the races subject to 
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Borne. Borne decided political policy, her Foreign Praetor de¬ 
cided only private rights. 

264. Tnti nenc.fi of the Jus Gentium upon the Jus Civile. — But 

the jus gentium, attained an influence of great importance, 
even ovdt the development of Roman law itself. Its principles, 
partaking of no local features or special ideas produced only by 
the peculiar history or circumstances of a single people, but made 
up of apparently universal judgments as to right and wrong, jus- 
tffte and injustice, seemed to be entitled to be considered state¬ 
ments of absolute, abstract equity. As they became perfected by 
application and studious adaptations to the needs of a various 
administration of justice, it became more and more evident that 
the jus civile, the exclusive law under which the Boman lived, 
was arbitrary and illiberal by oqpiparison. The Praetor peregri- 
nus bpgan to set lessons for the Praetor urbanus. The jus civile 
began to borrow from the jus gentium; and as time advanced, 
it more and more approximated to it, until at last it became com¬ 
pletely liberalized by its example. 

265. Completion of the Pr®tor’s Power. — The jus gentium was 
not foreign law: it became Roman law by adoption at the hands 
of the Prmtor. It was “ tli%t part of the private law of Borne 
which was essentially in accordance with the private law of 
other nations.” Tt became positive law so soon as it found ap¬ 
plication in the courts of the city magistrates, binding Romans 
themselves no less thi? djd the jus civile, which was based upon 
custom and statute. It was simply the jus cequum as contradis¬ 
tinguished from the jus strictum. It found its recognition and 
its way into use through the Praetor’s ‘formulas, ’ the authoritative 
instructions with which the Praetor assigned cases for decision to , 
a judex; and it found at last as free an entrance through the 
‘formulas ’ of the Praetor" urbanus as through those of the Praetor 
per'egrinus. 

266. The Praetor peregrinus was probably the 'first to adopt 
and develop the formulary procedure; for in his court the forms 
of action recognized ki the Tables applied only when both of the 
litigants possessed full jus commercii, a standing to Vhich Rome 
was slow to admit her closest allies. But the real introduction 
of the procedure into the body of Roman ljy proper of course 
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took place at the hands of the Praetor urbnnua, in those eases 
arising between Roman citizens themselves to which the jus 
slnctum could not be made to apply. ‘Formulas ’ were admissible 
only where a. judex was appointed and instructed denovo; they 
could not be used in cases which went to the centumviral court 
or in cases which the magistrate himself decided without refer¬ 
ence, by some summary process. 

, 267. So free a procedure tended not only to supplement 
but also to supplant the too inflexible and unamendable actions 
of the old law, and really infringed upon the jus strictum in 
the most direct manner. A sharp and final issue was joined, 
consequently, between the jus prmlorium of the Praetor urbanus 
and the interpretation of the college of pontiffs, which in the end 
only legislation could decide. • In' the year 150 b.c., legislation 
decided it. By the Lex JEbutia it was in that year enacted *that 
the fornfulary procedure might be employed by Roman citizens in 
ail cases set up in the court of the Praetor urbanus, even in those 
for which the old law had provided; and that notwithstanding 
the fact that b^ that time plebeians had long since made their 
way into the office of Pontifex Maximus and had offered public 
instruction to all comers in the mysteries of the old procedure, 
and that the old .formulas of the jus strictum had been published 
and a commentary*written upon them, which had made them no 
less the property of laymen than of priests. /.The Praetor’s direct 
and simple forms suited a grogjiuro £Sd hurrying life; the 
others were outgrown and discredited. The early years of the 
Empire saw the' use of the old forms actually forbidden by 
statute. 

268. Administration of Justice in the Provinces. — The author¬ 
ity of the Foreign Praetor did not extymd beyond Italy, beyond 
the city’s immediate dependencies. In the ‘Provinces’ proper 
the governor exercised the functions of Praetor peregrinus. The 
towns of the provinces, like the towns of Italy, were for long 
left with their own municipal organization and their own systems 
of judicatbre. But between the citizens o^ different districts of 
a province there were cases constantly arising which had*to 
be brought before the governor as judge. Whether as pro- 
consul therefore, ar as pro-praetor, or under whatever title, the 
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governor was invested with praetorial functions, as well as with 
military command and civil supremacy. It was with principles 
of judicial administration that the governor’s edict, issued on en¬ 
tering upon office, was largely concerned. Here was another and 
still larger field for the growth of the jus gentium, —an almost 
unlimited source of suggestion to Roman lawyers. 

269. The law of Nature. — As Rome’s conquest grew and her 
law expanded she did not fail to breed great philosophical lawyer^ 
wllb saw the full significance and importance of the jus gentium 
and consciously borrowed from it liberal ways of interpretation. 
And they were assisted at just the right moment by the philoso¬ 
phy of the Greek Stoics. The philosophy of the Stoics was in 
the ascendency in Greece when Rome first placed her own mind 
under the influence of her subfile subjects in Attica and the Pelo¬ 
ponnesus : and that philosophy w r as of just the sort to commend 
itself to the Roman. Its doctrines of virtue and courage and 
devotion seemed made for his practical acceptance: its exaltation 
of reason was perfectly congenial to his native habit. But its 
contribution to the thought of the Roman lawyer was its most 
noteworthy product in Rome. 

270. The Stoics, like most of the previous schools of philoso¬ 

phers in Greece, sought to reduce the operation^ of nature both 
in human thought and in the physical univense to some simple 
formula, some one principle of force or action, whic^i they could 
recognize as the Law G&Nt£iire. They sought to square human 
thought with such abstract standards of reason as might seem to 
represent the methods or inspirations of Universal Reason, the 
Reason inherent, indwelling in Nature. In the mind of the 
Roman lawyer this conception of a Law of Nature connected itself 
with the general principles of the jus gentium, and served greatly 
to illuminate them. Probably, it seemed, these conceptions of 
justice which the Foreign Praetors had found common to the 
thought of all the peoples with whom they had come into con¬ 
tact were manifestations of a natural, universal law of reason, a 
Law of Nature, superior to all systems contrived by* men, im- 
plasited as a principle of life in all hearts. * 

271. The jus gentium thus received a peculiar sanction and 
took on a dignity and importance such as it iiad never had so 
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long as it was merely a body of empirical generalizations. Its 
supremacy was henceforth assured. The jus civile more and more 
yielded to its influences, and more and more rapidly the two sys¬ 
tems of law tended to become but one. 

272. Homan Citizenship and the Law. —This tendency was 
aided by the gradual disappearance of all the more vital distinc¬ 
tions between the citizen of Rome herself and citizens of her sub¬ 
ject cities and provinces. Step by step the citizens first of the. 
Latin towns, then of the Italian cities, then of favored outlynig 
districts of the Empire, were admitted first to a partial and 
finally to a complete participation in Roman citizenship. And 
of course with Roman citizenship went Roman law. In this 
way the jus civile and the jus gentium, advanced to meet each 
other. Under the emperors thvs dffit of affairs was still further 
strengthened and quickened till Caracalla’s bestowal of citizen¬ 
ship upon all the inhabitants of the Roman world was reached as 
a fog real result. 

273. The Jurists. — As Roman law grew to world-wide propor¬ 
tions and became more and more informed by the spirit of an ele¬ 
vating philosophy and the liberal principles of an abstract equity, 
it of course acquired a great attraction for scholarly men and had 
more and more ,the benefit of studious cultivation by the best 
minds of the city. • The Roman advocate was not the trained and 
specially instructed man that the modern lawyer is expected to 
be. For some time after the lajp_ HydU to be systematically 
studied there were no law school’s where systematic instruction 
could be obtained; there were no lawyers’ offices in which the 
novice could serve, and discover from day to day the ins and outs 
of practice.® The advocate was scarcely more than an arguer of 
the facts before the judices: he did not lay much stress upon his 
own view of the law, or often pretend to a profound acquaintance 
with its principles. But there did by degrees come into existence 
a class of learned jurists, a sort of literary lawyers, who devoted 
themselves, not so much to advocacy before the jury-courts, as 
to the private study of the law in its developments from the XI f. 
Tables through the interpretations of the praetorial edicts and flie 
suggestions of the jus gentium. They set themselves to search 
out and elucidate. ,the general philosophical principles lying at 
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the roots of the law, to explore its reasons aiid systematize its 
deductions. These jurisprudents were of course not slow to draw 
about themselves a certain clientage. 1 hough entirely distinct 
as a class from the ‘orators,’ or barristers, who assisted clients 
in the courts, they established in time a sort of ‘office practice,’ 
as we should call it. Cases were stated to them and their opin¬ 
ions asked as to the proper judgments of the law. They attracted 
pupils, too, with whom they discussed hypothetical cases of the 
gffeatest possible scope and variety. 

274. Influence of the Jurists. — In the hands of these private 

jurists the law received an immense theoretical development. 
And this very much to its advantage. For Roman thinking, 
like Roman practice, was always eminently conservative. The 
jurists took no unwarraiftsUe liberties with the law. They 
simply married its practice to its philosophy, no one forbidding 
the banns. They most happily effected the transfusion of 
the generous blood of the jus gentium into the otherwise some¬ 
what barren system of the jus civile. They were chief instru¬ 
ments in giving to Roman law its expansiveness and universality. 
For of course their judgments were quickly heard V>f in the courts. 
They often gave written as wpll as oral opinions, and these were 
always hearkened to with great respect. Their published dis¬ 
cussions of fictitious causes came to have more and more direct 
influence upon the result of those which actually arose in litiga¬ 
tion. Advocates at'idil i tigg-nts alike turned to them for authori¬ 
tative views of the law to be observed. And a legal literature of 
the greatest permanent interest and importance eventually sprang , 
into existence. The jurists collected and edited the written 
sources of the law, such as the Edicts of the Praetors, and set , 
them in the fuller and fuller light of an advancing scientific criti¬ 
cism. Their commentaries became of scarcely less importance 
than the Edicts themselves, containing, as they did, the reasoned 
intent of Table and Edict. * 

275. The Jurisconsults under the Empire. — ThiS scientific cul¬ 
tivation of the law bj*-scholarly students began before the end of 
the Republic; was far advanced, indeed, at the timfe the Empire 
was established. The beginnings of the scientific law literature 
of which I have spoken date as far back as 10p b.c. 
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The dates 100 b.c. and 260 a.d. are generally taken as marking the 
beginning and end of the important literary production on tlie part of the 
jurists. The most distinguished names connected with this literature are 
those of»Papiman, Ulpian, Gal us, and Julius Paulus. 

276. It was under the emperors, however, that the greater part 
of this peculiar literary and ’interpretative development at the 
hands of the jurists took place. For under the imperial system 
the jurists were given an exceptional position of official connection 
with the administration of the law such as no other similar cla?§ 
of lawyers has ever possessed under any polity. Certain of the 
more distinguished of them were officially granted they us respon¬ 
dent which custom had already in effect bestowed upon them, 
but which had, until the end of the Republic, belonged only to 
the pontiffs. It was henceforth t^elf tight to give authoritative 
opinions which should be binding upon judices and juries. Even 
under the.Republic the opinions of the jurisconsults had been 
authoritative in fact; what the imperial commission did was to 
render them authoritative in law. Of course if advocates or liti¬ 
gants who were on opposite sides in any case could produce 
opposite or differing opinions from these formally commissioned 
jurisconsults, it devolved i upon the, judices to choose between 
them; but they were hardly at liberty to take neither view and 
strike out an independent judgment of their own, and when the 
jurisconsults agreed the judices were bound to decide in accord¬ 
ance with their opinion. Certain^-ii&rs — ‘text writers,’ 
w, call them — on our own law hive, by virtue of perspicacity 
and learning,, acquired an influence in our courts not much 
inferior to that of the Roman jurisconsults, but no Black- 
jtfone or Story has ever amongst us been commissioned by the 
state to be authoritative. 

277. Under the Empire the jurisconsults acquired more than the right 
of response. tljey became actively engaged in the administration of law, 
exercising judicial functions and applying to actual adjudication the tests 
which they had’in the republican period applied only in the form of un¬ 
official opinions. In the time of Augustus we find Jsvo law schools in Rome, 
and later times saw many others established in important provincial cities^ 

278. Imperial Legislation. —The influence of the jurisconsults 
extended beyond the Administration to the creation of law. Leg* 



156 


ROMAN DOMINION AND BOMAN LAW. 


islation under the early emperors, from Augustus to Hadrian, 
retained something of its old form. During the reign of Augus¬ 
tus the popular assemblies were still given leave to pass upon the 
laws which the Emperor, as tribune, submitted to them; and 
during d great part of the imperial period the Senate was for¬ 
mally consulted concerning most o£ the matters of law and ad¬ 
ministration over which it had once had exclusive jurisdiction. 
But neither Senate nor people were independent. The former 
~Wos at the mercy of the Emperor’s power as censor; the latter 
were at the disposal of his powers as tribune. Law, conse¬ 
quently, came to emanate more and more undisguisedly from the 
Emperor’s single will, —from his edicts as magistrate and from 
his instructions and decisions as head of the judicial administra¬ 
tion. Happily for Roman-iv r.v, jfhe emperors made trusted coun¬ 
sellors of the leading jurisconsults and suffered themselves to be 
guided by them in their more important law-creations £,nd judg¬ 
ments. Probably most edicts and imperial decisions were 
prepared, if not conceived, by competent lawyers. Imperial 
legislation, therefore, in the most critical period of its early 
development, was under the guidance of the most enlightened and 
skilful jurists of the time, and was kept to the logical lines of its 
normal and philosophical growth. The jurisconsults may be said 
to have presided over all phases of its development at the impor¬ 
tant period when that development was conscious and deliberate. 

279. Codification ofifrt^Edict. — The last important step in the 
preparation of Roman law iov modern uses was its codification. 
Codification began with the Praetor’s Edict. It had become in 
time a very complex and miscellaneous document. The bulk of 
what his predecessors in office had done each Praetor adopted: 
their edicts became his own, and the body of practice which thus 
ran on from year to year' became known at length as the edictum 
perpetuum, the perpetual edict, — that part of it which the Pr®- 
tor in office accepted from his predecessors as the edictum, trala- 
ticium, the edict handed down from Pr®tor to Prdjtor. Growing 
yearly by accretion, the edict had by Cicero’s time become princi¬ 
pally edictum tralaticium, and had come to resemble a body of 
miscellaneous case law. It was high time to subject it to revi¬ 
sion, collation, consolidation, give it consistency and simplicity. 
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“Hadrian (before the year 129 a.d.) instructed the great jurist 
Salvius Julianus definitively to revise the edicts of the praetor 
urhantts and the praetor peregrinus, adding at the same time the 
market regulations (as to the liability of the vendor fgr faults, 
etc.) contained in the edict of the curule sediles. By order of 
the emperor, the whole was then ratified by a Senatusconsultum. 
This is the so-called Edictum Hadrianum or Julianum. The 
edict issued by the provincial governors in the administration^of 
justice (edictum provinciate) was similarly dealt with and finally 
reduced to definite form.” (Sohm.) Praetors were henceforth 
deprived of the imperium. They were obliged to receive the 
edict as it had been codified, and to use it unchanged. 

280. Final Codification of the Law. — It still remained to re¬ 
duce to a single consistent body’the’yearly accumulating mass of 
imperial edicts, senatuscousulta, rescripts, and official opinions 
by which? the imperial period had seen the law varied and in¬ 
creased. The most important efforts of this sort were those 
made by Theodosius (379-395 a.d.) and Justinian (529-534 a.d.). 
The Theodosia^ Code is important because it influenced the 
legislation of the first Teutonic masters within the Empire; the 
Justinian, because it was by far tlu most complete and scientific 
of the codes, and because it has been the basis of subsequent 
studies and adaptations of Roman legal practice the world over. 
The republican legislation and the pratori^l fdiets of the period 
of the Republic had received final f ;ir .luialion and fusion at the 
lunds of the jurists by the time the fourth century was reached; 
ail that remained for the emperors to do was to digest the writ¬ 
ings of the jurists and codify the later imperial constitutions. 

1 The Theodoslan Code went but a very little way in the digesting 
of the’writings of the great law writers; the Justinian Code, 
however, which was prepared under the direction of the great 
lawyer, Trebonian, was singularly successful in all branches of 
the difficult am) delicate task of codification. It consists, as we 
have it, of four distinct parts: 1. The Pandects, or Digest of the 
scientific la\v literature; 2. The Codex, or Nummary of imperial 
legislation; 3. The Institutiones, a general review or text-boo'k 
founded upon the Digest and Code, an introductory restatement, 
in short, of the lawj and 4. The Novellas, or new imperial legis- 
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lation issued after the codification to fill in the gaps and cure the 
inconsistencies discovered in the course of the work of codifying 
and manifest in its published results. 

281. ,The whole constituted that body of laws which was to be 
known to the times succeeding the twelfth century as the Corpus 
Juris Civilis, or Body of the Civil Law. All law was now civil 
law, the law of Borne; there was no longer any necessary distinc¬ 
tion between jus civile and jus gentium. The Coipus Juris Civilis 
became at once the law of the Eastern Empire, and for a time 
the law of Italy also. It did not dominate the legal develop¬ 
ments of the West outside of Italy, however, until the Middle 
Ages, for Justinian had his capital at Constantinople and never 
controlled any important part of what had been the western half 
of the old Empire, except ilt'alj, and even Italy he united only 
temporarily and precariously to his eastern dominions. His 
Code entered Europe to possess it through the mediation of the 
universities and ecclesiastics of the Middle Ages (sec. 328). 

282. The Completed Roman Law: its Municipal Life. — The 

body of law thus completed by sagacious practical adaptations, 
careful philosophical analysis and development, and final codifi¬ 
cation has furnished Europe* not with her political systems, but 
with very many, if not most, of her principle? of private right. 
The Corpus Juris has been for later times u priceless mine of 
private law (secs. (52§ r 349). The political fruits of Roman law, 
— for it has had - v e seen in municipal organization. 

Though Rome for the most part suffered the towns in her prov¬ 
inces to retain their own plans of government, she of course kept 
an eye upon the management of their affairs, and her influence 
and interest were ever present to modify all forms and practices., 
which did not square wijjh her own methods. She besides dotted 
not only Italy, but the banks of the Rhine and other strategically 
important portions of her dominions with colonies of her own 
citizens, who either built fortress towns where there had before 
been no centred settlement at all, or sat themselves down 
in some existing native village. In both cases they imported 
Itoman methods of city government. Everywhere, therefore, 
native towns were neighbors to Roman municipal practice, and 
yearly took more color of Roman political habit from contact 
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with it. By the time of the Teutonic invasions western and 
southern Europe abounded in municipalities of the strict Koman 
pattern. 

283. * Diffusion and Influence of Boman Private Law. —But it 

was private, not public, law which was the great gift of the im¬ 
perial codes. With the widening of the citizen right, the pri¬ 
vate law of Borne had spread to every province of the Empire. 
As it spread, it had been generalized to meet the varied needs 
and circumstances of infinitely various populations, to fitClTe 
trade and property relations of the vast Boman world, until it 
had become, as nearly as might be, of universal use and accepta¬ 
bility. It made wide and scientific provision for the estab¬ 
lishment, recognition, and enforcement of individual rights and 
contract duties. It was incomT^r^ly more many-sided and ade¬ 
quate than anything the barbarian who for a time disturbed its 
supremacy could invent for himself: and it proved to have antici¬ 
pated almost every legal need he was to feel in all but the last 
stages of his civil development. It was to be to him an exhaust¬ 
less mine of suggestion at least, if not a definite store of ready¬ 
made law. * 

284. Boman Legal Dominion in the Pifth Century. — The in¬ 
vading hosts who came from across the Bhine in the fifth century 
of our era found* $oman law and institutions everywhere in pos¬ 
session of the lands they conquered. Everywhere there were 
towns of the Boman pattern, and popuJfttSpAs more or less com¬ 
pletely under the dominion of Be .Mil legal conceptions and prac¬ 
tices. Their dealings with these institutions, the action and 
reaction upon one another of Boman law and Teutonic habit, 
constitute in no small part the history of government in the 
Middle Ages. 

285. Influence of Mosaic Institutions. — It would be a mistake, 
however, to ascribe to Roman legal conceptions an undivided sway over 
the development of law and insti'utions during the Middle Ages. The 
Teuton came* under the influence, not of Rome only, but also of Chris¬ 
tianity ; and through the Church there entered jpto Europe a potent leaven 
of Judaic thought. The laws of Moses as well as the laws of Rome con¬ 
tributed suggestion and impulse to the men and institutions which work to 
prepare the modem world ; and if we could but have the eyes to see the 
subtle elements of k thought which constitute the gross substance of our 
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present habit, both as regards the sphere of private life and as regards the 
action of the state, we should easily discover how very much besides re¬ 
ligion we owe to the Jew. 
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TEUTONIC POLITY AND GOVERNMENT DURING THE 
MIDDLE AGES. 


286. Contact of the Teutonic Tribes with Some. — The Teutonic 
tribes which, in the fifth and following centuries, threw them¬ 
selves into the Western Roma” Empire to possess it were not all 
of tjiem strangers to the polity which they overset. The Romans 
had often invaded Germany, and, although as often thrust out, 
had established a supremacy over the minds at least, if not over 
the liberties, of the Germans. Those tribes which had lived 
nearest the Rhine and the Danube, moreover, had long been in 
more or less constant contact with the masters if the Mediter¬ 
ranean and the western world, and had, of course, been deeply 
affected by the example of Itoman civilization. Teutons had, 
besides, entered and, so to say, espoused the'Roman world in 
great numbers, in search of individual adventure or advantage, 
long before the advent fl^ the barbarians as armed find emigrant 
hosts. Rome had drawn sblnc of her finest legions from these 
great races which she could not subdue. Her armies were in the 
later days of the Empire full of stalwart, fair-haired Germans. 
Even her greater officers and officials were oftentimes of that 
blood. 

287. Primitive Teutonia Institutions. — When Franks and Goths 
and Burgundians moved as militant races to the supplanting of 
Roman dominion, they, nevertheless, took with them into western 
Europe, torn as it was by Roman dissensions and sapped by 
Roman decay, a freih, unspoiled individuality of „their own. 
TJiey had their own original contribution to make to the history 
of institutions. Hitherto they had lived under a system of 
government combining with singular completeness, though in 
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somewhat crude forms, tribal unity and individual independence. 
Amongst them, as amongst other Aryan peoples, kinship consti¬ 
tuted the basis of association and the primal sanction of authority; 
and the /amily was the unit of government. Kinsmen, fellow- 
tribesmen, were grouped in villages, and each village maintained 
without question its privileges of self-government, legislating 
upon its common affairs and administering its common property 
in village meeting. Its lands were the property, not of indi¬ 
viduals, but of the community; but they were allotted in separ^t-r 
parcels to the freemen of the community, upon would-be equit¬ 
able principles, to be cultivated for private, not for communal, 
profit. Chiefs there were who exercised magisterial powers, but 
these chiefs were elected in village meeting. They did not deter¬ 
mine the weightier questions of cys|om, iu the administration of 
justice: that was the province or the village meeting itself; and 
such judicial authority as they did exercise was shared by 
‘assessors ’ chosen from the whole body of their free fellow- 
villagers. 

288. Free, Unfree, and Noble. —Not all their fellow-villagers 
were free. There were some who were excluded from political 
privilege and who held their lands only as serfs of the freemen 
of the community; and *there wert! others, lower still in rank, 
who were simpl* slaves. There were, again, on the other 
hand, some who were more than free, who, for one reason or 
another, had risen to a recognized nobility .of station, to a posi¬ 
tion of esteem, and to an estate of j „<iith' above those of the rest 
of the community. But nobility did not carry with it exceptional 
political privilege: it only assured a consideration which put its 
possessor in the way of winning the greater preferments of office 

* in the gift o? the village meeting. The power of the noble de¬ 
pended upon the franchises of his community rather than upon 
any virtue in his own blood. 

289. Intercommunal Government. — It was not often that a 
village stood apart in entire dissociation from all similar tribal 
or family centres; but when it did, the powers of its moot (meet¬ 
ing) extended beyond the choice of magistrates, the management 
of the communal property, and the administration of communal 
justice. It also declared war and appointed leaders of the com- 
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munal ‘host.’ Commonly , however, these greater matters of war 
and of ‘foreign relations ’ were determined by assemblies repre¬ 
senting more than one village. Communities sent out offshoots 
which remained connected with them by federal bonds; or inde¬ 
pendent communities drew together into leagues; and it was the 
grand folk-moot of the confederated communities which sum¬ 
moned the ‘host’ and elected leaders,— which sometimes even 
chose the chiefs who were to preside over the administration' of 
-ffce, several villages. 

290. Military Leadership: the Comitatus. — The leaders selected 

to head the ‘host ’ were generally men of tried powers who could 
inspire confidence and kindle emulation in their followers; and 
such men, though in all cases chosen to official leadership only 
for a single campaign, never g™n in times of peace ceased to be, 
potentially at least, the heads of military enterprise and daring 
adventure. Not uncommonly they would break the monotony of 
peace and dull inactivity by gathering about them a band- of 
volunteers and setting forth, spite of the peace enjoyed by their 
tribe, to make fighting or find plunder somewhere for their own 
sakes. About men of this stamp there gathered generally all 
the young blades of the tribe who thirsted for excitement or 
adventure, or who aspired to gain proficiency in arms. These 
became the military household, the comitatus,*'oi their chosen 
chieftain, his permanent, inseparable retinue, bound to him by 
the closest ties of personal allegiance, sitting always at his table, 
and at once defending his fter^on and emulating his prowess in 
battle; a band who looked to him for their sustenance, their mili¬ 
tary equipment, and their rewards for valor, but who rendered 
him in return a gallant service which added much to his social 
consideration and gave him rank among the most powerful of his 
fellow-tribesmen. < 

291. Contrasts between the Teutonic System and the Homan. — 

These features of tribal confederation and personal supremacy, 
though suggestive at many points of the primitive Roman state, 
were in strong contrast with the Roman polity as it existed at 
the time of the invasions. They were not only rude and primitive 
and characteristic every way of a very much less advanced stage 
of civilization, but they also contained certain principles which 
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were in radical contradiction to conceptions obviously funda¬ 
mental to Roman state life. 

292: Roman Allegiance to the State. —The central contrast 
betweers the two systems may be roughly summed up in the 
statement that the Teutonic was essentially personal, th* Roman 
essentially impersonal. Neither the Roman soldier nor the 
Roman citizen knew anything of the personal allegiance which 
was the chief amalgam of primitive German politics. His sub¬ 
ordination was to the state, and that subordination was so cam- 
plete that, as I have previously said, he was practically merged 
in the state, possessing no rights but tho&e of a child of the body 
politic. His obligation to obey the magistrate in the city or his 
commander in the field lasted only so long as the magistrate’s or 
commander’s commission lasted^ ^Allegiance had no connection 
with the magistrate or the commander as a person: magistjate 
and commander claimed allegiance only as representatives of the 
stnie, its'temporary embodiment. To them, as the state, the citi¬ 
zen or' soldier owed the yielding of everything, even of life itself: 
for as against the state the Roman had no private rights. While 
he held office, therefore, and shared the imjierium, magistrate or 
commander was omnipotent; his official conduct could be called 
in question only after his term of office was at an end and he had 
'.eased to be the’state’s self. Of course much decay had come 
into the heart of such principles ere the Empire was forced to 
break before‘the barbarian; but they never .ceased to be central 
to Roman political conception. r ' 

293. Teutonic Personal Allegiance. —With the Teutons, on 
the contrary, political association manifested an irresistible ten¬ 
dency towards just the opposite principles. When they came to 
their final triumph over the Empire they came ranked and asso¬ 
ciated upon grounds of personal allegiance. In their old life in 
Germany, as we have seen (sec. 290), their relations to their 
commanders did not cease at the close of a war sanctioned by the 
community, tlough the commission of their leaders did expire 
then. Many,—and those the bravest and bpst, —remained mem¬ 
bers of theij leaders’ comitatus, bound to him by no public com¬ 
mand or sanction at all, but only by his personal supremacy over 
them. They even made themselves members of his household, 
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depended upon the bounties of his favor, and constituted them• 
selves a personal following of their chosen leader such as no 
Roman but a fawning client would have deigned to belong to. 
It was a polity of individualism which presented many striking 
points ofr surprise to Roman observers. Individuals had under 
such a system a freedom of origination and a separateness of 
unofficial personal weight which to the Boman were altogether 
singular and in large part repugnant. 

>*■204. Temporary Coexistence of the Two Systems. — For lonfe 
after the Teuton had established his dominion over the Roman¬ 
ized populations of Europe, Teutonic and Boman institutions 
lived side by side, each set persistent for its own people. The 
Germans did not try to eradicate either the old population or the 
old laws of the Empire. Thpy simply carried into the midst of 
the ,Empire their own customs, which they kept for themselves, 
without thrusting them upon their new subjects. They appro¬ 
priated to their own uses large tracts of the conquered lands, and 
established upon them such bodies of free landholders as they had 
known and built their polity upon in their old seats, either cast¬ 
ing out those who already occupied them or reducing the occupiers 
to a servile condition; but much of the land they left untouched, 
to be occupied as before. Of course Teutonic customs, being the 
customs of the dominant race, more and more Effected the older 

i 

Roman rights, even if only insensibly; and Roman principles of 
right, belonging as -they, did to a much superior and much more 
highly developed civilization n'hich the Teuton had already long 
reverenced, must have had quite as great a modifying effect upon 
the Teutonic customs, which now, so to say, lay alongside of 
them. The Roman polity had entered into the whole habit of 
the older provincials and still retained, despite the disorders * 
of the later days of the Empire, not a little of its old vigor and 
potency. It had strongly affected the imaginations of the Ger¬ 
mans when they had touched only its geographical* borders, and 
it did not fail in a certain measure to dominate them even now, 
when it was at their feet. They made no attempt to. stamp it 
ouf. They, on the contrary, tolerated, respected, imitated it. 

295. ‘Personal’ Law. —What looked like tolerance on the 
part of the Teutons was in reality for the most part only a natural 
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outcome of certain fixed conceptions of the race. The hosts which 
had poured into the Roman territories were much greater and 
more various in their make-up than any the Teutonic peoples 
had gathered in their communal life in the forests of Germany. 
They represented tribes united: kindred tribes, indeed,*but still 
tribes only very loosely eoiifederated at home, if united there 
under any common government at all. These each had their own 
l^w. Salian Frank had one law and custom, Ripuarian Frank 
another; Frank had one right and practice, Burgundian anotlter; 
and it was a principle everywhere observed among Teutons that, 
whether joined with others in a common enterprise or not, each 
man must be judged and given his right by his own native law, 
according to the custom of his own people. Each had his * per¬ 
sonal ’ privilege of blood and odfeiwm, must be adjudged by his 
own ‘personal* law, the law of his own tribe or homeland. • So 
at any rate we have now come to phrase it; and we know that in 
giving leave to the people of the Roman territories to keep their 
law also, the conquerors were but extending to them a habit of 
their own, alike in thought and practice. 

296. Relative Influence of Roman and Teutonic Systems. — So 
far as any general description of .this mixture of Roman and 
Teutonic influences may be ventured, it may be said that the 
Teutonic had thei» greatest weight on the side of political organi¬ 
zation, the Roman on the side of the development of private 
rights. The Teutons, of course, tried -U. reproduce in their new 
settlements the communal life peculiar to tLeir own native insti¬ 
tutions; they endeavored to organize their own power, according 
to the immemorial fashion of their own politics, on the basis of 
a freehold tenure of the land and local self-administration,— a 
free division of the spoils on the principle of individual equality 
among the freemen of the tribes. They had stamped out the 
Roman state in the invaded territory; Roman public law they had 
of course displaced, destroyed. It was Roman conceptions as to 
private relations that gradually modified their Teutonic system. 
That system rested, as regarded its political features hardly 
less than at* all other points, upon the relations of individual 
to individual, and as the example of the Roman practices, still 
preserved by the conquered populations about them, modified 
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these relations of individual to individual, great changes were 
by consequence inevitably wrought in political organization as 
well. Such changes were, however, not in the direction of a 
reproduction of Roman political method, but in the direction of 
the creation of that singular public polity which we designate 
as medieval. 

297. Roman Influence upon Private law. — The Roman influ¬ 
ence thus told most directly and most powerfully through the 
medium of Roman private law. That law had developed too 
complete and perfect a system, and was much too suitable to the 
new conditions in the midst of which they found themselves, to 
fail of influence amongst the new organizers. The Teutonic 
peoples, leaders and followers alike, were prepared to admire and 
heed Roman civil arrangemeTOk The leaders had in many eases 
a ftuicy for seeming successors to the Roman Emperor. They 
were prompt, when their power was once established, to draw the 
law which was to be ‘ personal ’ to their Roman subjects ■ into a 
crude but formal code, after the manner of Theodosius. King 
Gundobad, of tlie Burgundians, had sucli a codejiut together out 
of the older Roman codices, the writings of Paulus and Gains, 
and the text-books and interpretations pf the schools, so early as 
the year 500 a.d., five years after he had given his own people a 
similar statement of their own law. The nwA code was the “Lex 
liomana Burgundionum, ” the Roman llaw of the Burgundians, as 
contradistinguished ftv#»tlipir own Burgundian law; and its pro¬ 
visions were chiefly for their conquered subjects, not for them¬ 
selves. In the year 500 came the Lex Romana Visigothorum, the 
Roman eode of the Visigoths, formulated at the command of 
Alarie II. and generally known now as the BreviaVy of Alaric, • 
the best and most influential of the barbarian codes of Roman 
law. It was practically the only source of Roman law known in 
the south of France till the twelfth century. Germany and Eng¬ 
land drew their knowledge of that law from it unjil the eleventh 
century. In 511, or thereabouts (for the date is not certainly 
ascertained), Theodorie the Great promulgated a like Compilation 
of the Roman law for his Ostrogothic kingdom in Italy, a com¬ 
pilation which we know as the Edictum Theodorici. It was no 
small evidence of Roman influence that these greater rulers 
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should seek to give their subjects written law in both kinds; and 
the fact that only priests were literate enough to undertake the 
work of oodification meant that Homan principles would creep at 
unaware! even into the statements of native law; for the polity 
and learning of the Church had its roots in the tradition‘and law 
of Rome. ‘Personal’ law, nevertheless, continued to prevail. 
Even the greatest statesmen, like Charles the Great, did not make 
use of their power to cut at the roots of local custom or personal 
right. Sometimes it was the plaintiff, sometimes the defendant, 
who established his right to his own personal law in a suit; but 
in every case custom reigned where it could. 

298. Roman Towns. — It was in the towns that the law of 
Rome had its strongholds. There it had a centred and lively 
influence: and there it was long A,/disturbed by the conquerors. 
It took the Teuton a long time to learn how to live in a to\frn, 
within limiting walls and amidst crowded houses. His native 
habit (;alled him to a freer life: the pent-up town was too rigid, 
too conventional, too narrow a sphere for his restless energies. 
He at first contented himself, therefore, with the mere formal 
submission of the towns: it was long before he entered them to 
stay and to take part in their life. .Meanwhile not only Roman 
private law, but also Roman municipal traditions, were preparing 
tne cities for the power and independence which they were to 
claim and enjoy during the Middle Ages. They were to prove 
Rome’s most vital fragments. They /nu;sed'her law and repro¬ 
duced her politics. Not Italy only, but the Rhone and Rhine 
countries as well, were dotted over with these abiding places of 
the old influences which had once dominated the world: and from 
.them those influences were eventually to issue forth again to fresh 
triumphs. 

299. The fusion of the Two Systems. — Gradually there was 
brought about that fusion of German customs with Roman law 
and conception which, after a long intermediate fermentation, 
was to produce the conditions of modern political life. During 
the Middle Ages government gradually worked its way out from 
the individualism inherent in the habits of the Germanic race! 
back into an absolutism not unlike that of the Roman Empire. 
The intermediate stage was Feudalism. 
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300. Effeots of Movements of Conquest upon Teutonic Institu¬ 
tions. — Feudalism was preceded, however, by modifications in 
the Teutonic system which were not the result of their contact 
with Romanized peoples so much as the direct effects of conquest. 

301. (1) The New Kingship. — The migratory conquests of the 
Teutons greatly emphasized for a time the principle of individu¬ 
alism,— the principle of personal allegiance. They advanced to 
their new seats not as separate marauding bands, but as emigrant 
nations. It was a movement of races, not of armies merely. All 
the freemen of the tribes came, bringing with them their families, 
their household goods, and their slaves, as having come to stay. 
But they could not preserve, when on such an errand, the organi¬ 
zation of times of settlement and peace. They had not come, in 
fact, with nothing but their caJ and simple organization. They 
came with established discipline and subordination, it would 
seem,— with kingship already in some measure recognized 
amongst them, ready to be made permanent. They were foiced 
to elevate the commander of the host to a new kingship. As 
confederated tribes in their old seats they had often chosen kings, 
who typified in their official dignity and sancfity the unity of 
tribal organization, who presided over the national councils, and 
who by reason of their preferred position enjoyed a somewhat 
greater state than their noble associates in the. tribes. But these 
early kings, like the Greek kings of the Homeric songs, were 
scarcely more than pateiqrchal presidents, ‘first among peers.’ 
The later kings, in Gaul, iiTfengland, and in Spain,— the kings 
of the emigration,—on the other hand, ruled as well as reigned. 
They had first of all been the leaders who commanded the invad¬ 
ing hosts, and who had met and routed the Roman, forces which t 
sought to withstand the stalwart immigrants; and so long as con¬ 
quests remained incomplete they continued in command to com¬ 
plete them. Conquest being achieved, their authority was still 
necessary to keep their people together in dominant organization. 
It was only the logical and inevitable result that was reached, 
therefore, when thej^ became possessed of sovereign»powers of a 
sort such as German politics had never known befdre. Great as 
was the almost immediate transformation of commanders into 
kings, however, they were not yet kings such as later times were 
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to see in France, after feudalism should have worked its perfect 
work. 

302. ' (2) The Modified Land Tenure. — The invading peoples 
doubtless at first took possession of the conquered territory by a 
tenure not radically different from that by which they had held 
their older home fields, except as it was modified by the fact that 
the conquered lands were already occupied by a native population, 
■vyhom it was not their policy altogether to dispossess, and whose 
presence even as serfs would necessarily affect the system of* the 
new masters. Those who were suffered to retain their holdings 
only exchanged a Eoman over lordship for a German; but they 
constituted a new class of citizens in the German polity, and 
inevitably touched with Korean influences Teutonic customs of 
tenure. 

303. It was the circumstances of conquest, however, which 
were the chief causes of modification. The conquered territory 
was naturally disposed of, in large part at least, by the leaders 
of conquest in accordance with military and strategic require¬ 
ments. Such leaders, too, always get the lion’s share of property 
won by arms, as these lands had been; and, by their gifts, their 
chief followers also are, made specially rich in the new lands. 
Thus a new bond .of personal connection is created, and conditions 
pregnant with profound social changes are established. It was 
by means of, such gifts and their influence that the leaders of 
conquest raised up about them proprietors all but as powerful as 
themselves, and so both cheated themselves of full kingship, and 
robbed society of all chance of harmonious unity. Power fell 
apart into fragments,— into a vast number of petty lordships, 
and the Feudal System was born. 

304. The Feudal System. —But the,complex thing which we 
call the Feudal System was built up by no single or simple 
process. Feudalism was itself a process: the process by which 
armed and emigrant tribes, settled upon conquered territories, 
were compacted into states, and prepared for a new political 
order whiSh should subdue the fierce individualism of the Teuton 
to a novel discipline of subordination and obedience. When the 
system had been thoroughly wrought out society resembled an 
army spread abroad and encamped, every freeman endowed with 
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a portion of land indeed, for his own tillage, but holding it by 
‘military tenure,’ upon the condition that he would serve him 
of whom he held it, his immediate overlord and commander, 
whenever his call came to the field: that he would in all things, 
with a soldier’s fealty, prove himself his faithful follower. Be¬ 
fore this migration and conquest and settlement in new lands 
the duty of each Teutonic freeman to come into the field when 
summoned had been only a personal duty, which fell upon him 
when the summons came from the free council of his people: it 
had had no connection with his title to his land. But under the 
new order of things it had become his duty as a tenant, and it was 
a, duty which he owed, not to the host or to the leader with whom 
ne had voluntarily associated himself for some adventure of war, 
but to him of whom he held lft& land. And every fi'eeman held 
his'land thus of some one, save only the king himself. Military 
society had taken root in the soil. The land supported an army 
in which every man had a fixed place and function, failing which 
he was cut off from his land. A society that might have fallen 
to pieces, had not the unbridled independence of the Teuton been 
in some way checked and disciplined, was in this way held 
loosely together by a series of personal,dependencies based upon 
the tenure of land. A connected series of greater and lesser land- 
owners, the less dependent upon the greatei, and all at least 
nominally dependent upon the king, the centre and titular head 
of the hierarchy: suc^i was the pattern of feudal society. 

305. Genesis of the System. — It is possible to distinguish in a 
general way the several stages by which this singular order of 
political life came into existence. It was many centuries in the 
making, and forces almost without number had their effect in , 
creating it in its several parts; but the main outlines of what 
took place may be briefly stated. At first, no doubt, the Teu¬ 
tonic conquerors took possession of the land they had overrun 
like the rough freemen they were: every man, preat or small, 
got his share of the conquered territory, and the land was cov¬ 
ered, as in their original homes, with a yeomanry slow to call 
aVly man master or submit to any authority not of their own 
making. Inevitably, however, the shares of land that fell to the 
greater leaders of the invading hosts of freemen very greatly 
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exceeded those which fall to the ordinary soldier, and the king’s 
share was greatest of all. Those to whom the greater grants fell 
could not use them themselves, but they could perpetuate their 
personal power and importance by making gifts (benefices) out of 
them to their immediate followers, gifts revocable at will and 
given upon condition of continued allegiance and service. The 
new kings, moreover, bound their immediate servants and agents 
to,themselves by a strict oath of homage, which rendered them 
their men and vassals, and made of them as it were a permanent 
comitatus. It was natural to reward such personal agents also 
with benefices: and such a process in time bred an inevitable 
association of ideas. It came to be expected that vassals should 
receive gifts of lands from their lords. i f also came to be taken 
for granted that those who recCiVed such gifts should render 
homage to those of whom they accepted them. And so land dud 
vassalage went at last together; and every man who had land 
enough gave benefices out of it in order that he might have 
bounden vassals. 

306. The service rendered by a vassal was only such service 
as a freeman might render and not be degraded. It had never 
been degrading in the eyes of the Teutonic freeman to be of the 
comitatus or personal following of a great leader. It did seem to 
him degrading to pay money, to do any menial thing, to hold him¬ 
self liable to any undefined or indefinable service : but military 
service degraded no man, nor anything that went naturally with 
it. Moreover, with the greater grants of land it became cus¬ 
tomary, as the new order of things developed, to grant also a cer¬ 
tain wholesale right of jurisdiction and government, a long list of 
• ‘ Immunities ’ -or exemptions from higher authority in all matters 
not military, which in effect rendered a great estate a small 
kingdom. Those who received the greater holdings received also 
the right to be supreme lords within them: to make their own 
military levies, to coin their own money, if they chose, to lay 
taxes, and to hold their own independent courts of justice. 
Although at first such holdings were theoretically revocable at 
the will of the grantor, it naturally became more and more difl?- 
cult to withdraw them. They inevitably became hereditary, and 
great families throve upon them. 
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307. The theory of the system was naturally opposed to the 
principle of inheritance. Each fief (as a feudal land gift was 
called) was held upon condition of military service, and no over- 
lord or grantor could be sure that his vassal’s sou would be as 
faithful dr as capable as his father. Though the heir took the 
estate, therefore, it became the practice for him to pay a price 
for the privilege of succession. The principle of inheritance, 
when once it crept in, was necessarily the principle of primo¬ 
geniture : the fief and the responsibilities that went with it could 
not be divided. To grant any portion of it to another, merely 
for his use and service, moreover, was forbidden, except for a 
price paid. The fief must be kept a unit. Vassals, nevertheless, 
if they had land enough, made themselves masters in turn by 
granting portions of their landdo others, upon a military tenure 
like, their own, which rendered them more powerful without tak¬ 
ing away from the obligations which they still owed to their own 
overlord and seigneur. The king was the nominal overlord'of 
all; and upon some he had direct claims of authority. Porto 
some he granted lands and immunities upon condition that they 
should act as his officers and representatives in the maintenance 
of his authority amongst the vassals about them. But the very 
offices became hereditary; grants and sub-grants filled the country 
with a long series of overlords and tenants;' and the king’s 
authority grew very remote indeed. A man’s first duty was to 
his immediate overlold, and the king seemed very far away. 
The variety was completed by the granting of great territories to 
the Church; and then the Church feudalized its lands. “ Monas¬ 
teries and bishoprics parted with their land to fighting nobles on 
the tenure of military service [to be rendered at the. call of the 
king], and received these persons as their vassals.” 

308. It was a long tirfte before the small freeholders, come 
from the loins of the original conquerors, were drawn into the 
network of this hierarchy. Generation after generation they 
kept their independence and their separate ownership. But the 
process of feudalism V/as in the end too strong for them. The 
greater feudal lords grew to be too powerful to be safe neighbors; 
the feudal lawyers established it as a fundamental maxim of the 
law that there should be no land without its lord or seigneur; 
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and the poorer freemen, their ranks thinned by war, their proper¬ 
ties too small to carry the burdens of independence, and their 
power Jo combine every year growing less, were fain to ‘ com¬ 
mend’ themselves to the stronger owners near at hand: to give 
up their lands, that is, into their keeping, and receive them back 
again upon condition of vassalage. For the feudal overlord owed 
protection and all that the word implied to his vassal. Without 
an overlord, a man’s only redress could be got in the distant 
courts of the king. He had no protector at hand but himself. 
He was outside the fixed order of society, and might any day be 
compelled to yield to force. And so, by the two processes of 
benefice and commendation the Feudal System was at last com¬ 
pleted. 

309. Local Differences in Feudal Development. —There was 
not, of course, exactly the.same method of development every¬ 
where. In England, under the Saxons, and afterwards under 
their-cousin Danes, the new polity seems to have been held 
together more than elsewhere by that old cement of personal 
allegiance, the relations of leader and comitahis (secs. 290, 293); 
in France, and elsewhere on the continent, it was generated more 
directly by territorial connections independent of leadership and 
following. In the one case men were apt to own land and possess 
power because of’their personal relations with the king; in the 
other, they \yere likely to stand in special^ personal relations to 
the king because they owned land of which circumstances had 
made him titular overlord. Speaking generally, so as to include 
both France and England, it may be said that the benefice was of 
two kinds. The English benefices were most often estates granted 
by the king' to his personal following, to his comites, or to his 
local officers and agents, or to his less independent adherents, on 
condition that they should hold themselves ever ready to render 
him full aid and service, and ever continue to adhere to him 
with special iujelity. The French benefices were more generally 
estates originally allodial (that is, held under no one, but by an 
independent title), which had been surrendered to the king, or 
to some other lord of the new hierarchy, to be received back again 
as his gift, for the sake of the mutual obligations of faith and 
support thus established. Nevertheless, it is not to be understood 
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that benefices were exclusively of the one kind in England, and 
exclusively of the other kind in France. In France such estates 
were very often direct gifts from the king or another superior; 
and in England they were as often surrendered freeholds as 
rewarding gifts. But each country had its predominant type of 
the benefice. Its common mark everywhere. was that it was a 
landed estate: not an office or any other gift, but land held upon 
conditions of fealty to a superior. t 

BIO. Commendation, on the other hand, at first at any rate, 
had no necessary connection with land. Its predominant feature 
was a personal relationship which was rather that of master and 
man than that of landlord and tenant. It seems to have been 
made necessary by the creation of benefices. As great properties 
grew up about them, as they^ficcame encompassed by the great 
network of connected estates woven out of the principle of the 
benefice, small landholders found it necessary to avoid collision 
with the growing power of their princely neighbors by throwing 
themselves into the arms of that power, by hastening to conform 
and make of their own holdings fiefs held of the lord of the 
greatest contiguous manor; and as society fell thus into regular 
gradations of personal allegiance based upon property, the free¬ 
man who was without property and the native pf the conquered 
territory who found himself suffered to have- liberty but not to 
hold land by any such tenure as would enable him to become a 
* beneficiary, ’ were fioih left without a place in the new social 
order. Owing no definite service to the powerful persons about 
them, they could claim no protection from them. They could 
be oppressed without remedy. They were driven, therefore, to 
‘commend ’ themselves to some lord who could afford them security 
— such security at least as the times permitted — in return for 
fealty. This was ‘commendation.’ It had, as I have said, no 
necessary connection with the land, though the small owner as 
well as the landless person probably became his ‘lord’s ‘man ’ 
rather by commendation than by benefice. It became a univer¬ 
sally recognized maxfm of law that ‘every man must have his 
lotd.’ Whether through benefice or through commfendation, he 
must fall into a definite place in the minutely assorted and classi¬ 
fied society of feudalism. , 
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311. Political Disintegration. — The state was thus disinte¬ 
grated. It no longer acted as a whole, but in semi-independent 
parts. There was no longer any central authority which acted 
directly*upon all individuals alike throughout a common terri¬ 
tory. The king controlled directly, as he had the power, only 
the greater lords, who were in feudal theory his immediate vas¬ 
sals; other men, lower down in the series, could be reached from 
above only through their immediate masters. Authority filtered 
down to the lower grades of society through the higher. • It 
was a system, not of general obedience to a common law, but 
of personal obedience and subordination, founded upon land- 
ownership. 

312. Such, then, was the Feudal System. The king had no 
immediate subjects except the g»i,ater barons and the vassals on 
his own baronial estates, and the greater barons were obedient 
subjects only when he had armed power sufficient to compel them 
to t)bqy. Their vassals served the king only when they them¬ 
selves did, and because they did, arming themselves for the king, 
as they would arm themselves against him, only as their lords 
commanded. In brief, every baron was himself practically 
sovereign of those holding under him. It was his decree that 
sent them into the field; it was his power that defended them 
against others who would have oppressed or plundered them; 
and it was in his courts that justice was administered between 
them. His strength and favor were their Shield and title. Law 
indeed grew up in the shape of custom; but the customs of one 
barony differed from those of another. Except in so far as the 
priest and the lawyer revived, in their advice to the magnates 
who consulted them, the principles of the Homan law, still 
alive to the studies even of that time, no uniformity of practice 
prepared a unified system of law fo*r the realm. It was an 
arrangement of governments within governments, a loosely con¬ 
federated grohp of inharmonious petty kingdoms. 

313. The Feudal Conception of Sovereignty. — The most notable 
feature of feudalism is that in its system sovereignty has become 
identified with ownership. The rights exercised by the harems 
were in many cases nothing less than sovereign. Not only did 
they decide property titles by the custom of their baronies and 
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private rights by laws determined in their own courts, they often 
also coined money, they constantly levied tolls upon commerce, 
and they habitually made war when they pleased upon rival neigh¬ 
bors. They gathered about them, too, as the king gathered about 
himself, an immediate following of knights, whom they endowed 
with lands as, so to say, barons of, these lesser kingdoms, the 
greater baronies. They commanded this retinue and exercised 
these sovereign powers, moreover, because of their relations as 
owners to the lands and tenantry of their domains. Sovereignty, 
in this petty parcelled kind, had become a private hereditary 
possession, an item in family assets. Whoever should be able 
to accumulate these territorial lordships into ono really great 
kingship would be owner, and, as owner, sovereign of the realm 
(sec. 323). ^ 

3}4. Feudalism and the Towns. — The towns, meantime, stood 
out with not a little success against feudalization. Many a town 
was, indeed, dominated by the threatening pile of some baronial 
castle, built over against it on the strategic vantage ground of 
hill-summit or river peninsula; and all were constrained sooner 
or later to yield at least nominal overlordship to some feudal 
superior. But in the most important and powerful burgs enough 
of the old municipal organization and' independence was pre¬ 
served to transmit to the times which witnesspfr the downfall of 
feudalism at least a vivid memory of the antique communal life 
in which society had found its first, and up to that time its best, 
vigor. They kept alive if it were only a tradition, yet a fecun¬ 
dating tradition, of that true conception of political authority 
which made of it, not a piece of private property to be bartered 
or sold, but the organized, the uttered will of a comipunity. 

315. The Guilds. — Still, within the cities there early sprang 
up a semi-feudal organization of society altogether their own. 
The importance of a town rested, not upon the ownership of 
lands, though many towns owned not a little laud, but upon 
wealth gained by trade and industry. The interna} social organi¬ 
zation of the towns, therefore, tended more and moi;e to turn 
ugpn the relations of labor. The famous guild syitem sprang 
into existence. Every handicraftsman, every trader,— like every 
landowner and every freeman in the society outside the towns, 
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— had to find his place in a sharply differentiated social classifi¬ 
cation. Each occupation was controlled by its guild; and that 
guild was a close corporation, admitting to membership only 
whom ft chose. No one could enter save through the stringently 
guarded avenues of a limited and prescribed apprenticeship; and 
once in, the apprentice was bound by the rules of his order. 
City government became representative of the authority of asso¬ 
ciated guilds. No one was a citizen who was not within one of 
the privileged associations. It is a reminiscence of this old order 
of things that the building about which the city government of 
London, as of many other antique towns, still centres is known 
as the ‘Guildhall.’ Even the militia of the towns were train- 
bands irom the several guilds. The tcwn, also, had created its 
‘estates/ its orders, as the couatvy had done. This was its feudal 
system. * 

316. The City Leagues. —The greater trading towns near the 
Baltic and along the Rhine took advantage, during the thirteenth 
century, of the opportunities for independent action afforded 
them by the piecemeal condition of authority under the feudal 
system to draw together into leagues, the better to pursue their 
own objects; and for a very Ion" time these leagues exercised 
the powers of great states, making war and peace, levying cus¬ 
tom, concluding treaties and alliances. Their primary object 
was to cure those disorders of the times which made the roads 
unsafe and ’interfered with their trade. ‘The greatest of these 
leagues were the Ilansa, more commonly known in English 
writings as the Hanseatic (Ilansa means trade-guild), and the 
Rhenish. The former centred about the great cities of Liibeek 
and Hamburg, and at one time included ninety of the towns 
lying between the Baltic and the Elbe. The latter had Worms 
and Mainz as its leaders, and at one time or another had connec¬ 
tions with seventy towns, some of which stood as far away from 
the Rhine aS Bremen and Nuremberg, though the arteries of 
trade which it was meant to protect and keep open lay chiefly 
along the.Rhine valley. Many great princes were constrained 
to connect ftliemselves witli these leagues in the heyday of their 
power. But trade alliances afforded too many occasions for 
jealous discords, and the growth of vast territorial monarchies 
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too dangerous rivalries for the cities; and their leagues were 
eventually broken up. 

317. Unifying Influences. — Two unifying influences operated 
more or less potently during the Middle Ages to counteract the 
disintegrating tendencies of the feudal system. These were the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Ifoly Roman Empire. Both 
the Church and the Empire may be said to have been shadows of 
imperial Borne. They were, by intention at least, the temporal 
and spiritual halves of the old empire of the Caesars. 

318. (1) The Boman Catholic Church had, historically, a real 
connection with the veritable dominion of Borne. Before the 
Empire had been shattered by the onset of Teutons and Turks, 
Christianity had become its recognized official religion. The 
Pope in Borne represented one f>f the great primacies which had 
earjy grown up within the imperial Church: and this Church of 
the West, sundered from the Church of the East by irreconcilable 
differences of doctrine, showed an instinct for conquest which 
seemed a direct heritage from the great pagan Borne of the olden 
time. She mastered the new masters, the Teutons, and every¬ 
where insinuated herself into the new political system which 
developed under their hand. Not only had every castle its 
chaplain, every city and country-side its priest, but the greater 
ecclesiastics themselves became feudal lords, nj Ulsters of baronies, 
members alike of the civil and the religious hierarchies; and 
even monasteries owned vast estates which were parcelled out 
upon a feudal tenure. 

319. But for all it was so interwoven with the feudal system, 
the Church retained its internal unity. The Pope’s power did 
not fall apart as did the king’s. The priest acknowledged in all 
things his allegiance to a universal kingdom, the spiritual king¬ 
dom of the Church of Bo toe. That Church recognized no boun¬ 
daries, whether of baronies or of states, as limits to her own 
spiritual sovereignty. Her authority extended, shefclaimed, over 
all kings of whatsoever grade, over all men of whatsoever rank 
or estate. The silent) unarmed forces of her influence, therefore, 
st*>od always on the side of an ideal unity. And they certainly 
retarded disintegration. Her lesson was brotherhood and a com¬ 
mon subjection; and that lesson, though often neglected, was 
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never utterly lost sight of or forgotten. She kept alive, more- 
over, in her canon law, much of the civil law of Rome; her laws 
at any rate were not diverse, but always the same; they reached 
the people and the conceptions of the time through the adminis¬ 
tration not only of her ecclesiastical courts, but also, indirectly, 
no doubt through the judgments of the baronial courts of the 
baron-bishops: and whatever tended to unify law tended to unify 
politics. The ecclesiastical power was always on the side of any 
good Catholic who proved himself capable of creating larger 
wholes of political authority, larger areas of civil unity. By 
precept and by example the Church was imperial. 

320. (2) The Holy Homan Empire. — Under the direct descend¬ 
ants of Chlodwig, the once vast dominions of the Franks fell 
asunder in several pieces; but. Charles the Great (768-814) 
reunited and even extended them. He brought together under 
his sword the territory now included in Germany, Switzerland, 
Hungary, Italy (all save the southernmost part), France, and 
Belgium. And neither any Teuton nor any successor of Teutons 
in western Europe ever gathered wide territories under his sway 
without dreaming of restoring the Roman Empire and himself 
ascending tbe throne of the Caesars. From Charles the Great to 
Napoleon the spell of the’ Roman example has bound the imagina¬ 
tion of every European conqueror. Charles had this ambition 
clearly in his view, and circumstances peculiarly favored its 
realization. 'Afthe same time that ho reached the height of his 
power, Rome reached the acme of her discontent with what she 
considered the heresies of the Eastern See, and the political 
disorders at Constantinople gave the Roman pontiff pretext for 
casting finally loose from all Eastern connections. The Empress 
Irene deposed her son and usurped his throne; the Italians 
declared that no woman could succeed tb the titles of the Caesars; 
and the Pope, arrogating to himself the prerogatives of king¬ 
maker, crowned Charles the Great emperor of what later genera¬ 
tions have knoWn as the Holy Roman Empire,— ‘Holy ’ because 
created by the authority of mother Church? 

321. Hero was a real ‘Western Empire’-, the first had been 
only an administrative half of the once undivided dominions of 
the emperors. Charles gave to his empire real vitality while 
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he lived; he, moreover, did what he could to hasten civil unity 
by promulgating anew the Visigothic version of the Roman law 
(sec. 297); and, although his empire broke up upon his death, 
an almost uninterrupted line of emperors, of one greS.t feudal 
house or another, carried the titles of Rome through the Middle 
Ages to modern times, now and again backing them with real 
power and always preserving for Germany a shadow at least of 
unity in a time of real disintegration. Believing themselves, 
besides, in the early times at any rate, the lineal and legitimate 
successors of the Caesars, there was special reason why every 
emperor should continue to build, so far as he had the oppor¬ 
tunity, as Charles the Great had begun to build, on the law of 
Rome as a foundation, never designedly, as Charles the Bald 
declared, enacting anything repugnant to it. All who from time 
to»time drew to the side of the imperial power in the conflicts of 
disordered ages also naturally affected the language and princi¬ 
ples of the same system. The Empire was, therefore, not billy 
sometimes a silent witness and sometimes a great power for uni¬ 
fication, but also always a steady influence on the side of a system 
of law more advaueed and unifying than that of feudalism. 

322. Centralizing Forcesthe Carolingians. —The rise of the 
family of Charles the Great into power illustrates the character 
of the chief, indeed the only potent, centralizing forces of the 
feudal time. Those forces lay in the ambition of great barons. 
Under the descendants of Chlodwig (the Merowingians) the ter¬ 
ritory of the Franks tended more and more to become permanently 
divided into two distinct parts. There were often, it is true, 
more parts than two: for it was the Frankish custom to divide 
even a royal inheritance between all the sons of a«deceased pos-, 
sessor. But, as it fell out in the long run, the most permanent 
division was that between Neustria (the western half) and Aus- 
trasia (the eastern). In both of these kingdoms the Merowingian 
rulers soon degenerated into mere shadows of thbir imperative, 
dominant ancestors; and they were presently displaced by a 
powerful family of *Austrasia, the family of Charles Martel. 
Charles Martel was Mayor of the Palace under the Austrasian 
branch of the royal family. The office of Mayor of the Palace, 
though an office in the king’s household, was, it would seem, 



DURING THE MIDDLE AGES. 


183 


filled rather by dictation of the powerful lords of the kingdom 
than by a free royal choice. It was filled, consequently, at any 
rate in the times of which I am now speaking, by the leader of 
the great territorial chiefs, by the leader, that is, of the king’s 
rivals in power. It had indeed become an hereditary office held 
by the greatest of the baronial families. Charles Martel was a 
soldier of genius: he handed his office on to his son and his 
grandson: and they were men abler than he. His son, Pepin, 
wffch the sanction of the Pope, whom he had greatly served, 
became king of the Franks, in name as well as in reality, to the 
final ousting of the old line of ‘ do-nothing ’ monarehs; and 
Pepin’s grandson was Charles the Great. 

323. The Capets: Concentration of Feudal Power. — In the 
tenth century a similar chang, y.as wrought in France. The 
descendants' of Charles Martel (Carolingians) had in tlieir turn 
lost vigor and become unfit for power. They were displaced, 
therefore, in the western half of their dominions (in Neustria) 
by a family of warriors whom they had endowed first with the 
county of Paris, and afterwards with the duchy of France, as at 
once a reward for their services in withstanding the incursions 
of the Northmen and a stake in the threatened territory. The 
duchy of France was only a comparatively small district about 
Paris; but the vigor and capacity of the Capets, its dukes, 
speedily made it one of the most important feudal properties in 
the whole of’thr great territory to which it.TTas eventually to 
give its name. They became the chiefs of the baronial part}', 
and when discontent with the Carling kings culminated it was 
they who became first ‘kings of the barons,’ and finally kings of 
France. Refusing to degenerate, as the Merowingian and Caro- 
* lingian princes had degenerated, they continued to develop, 
generation after generation, a kingdonudestined one day to rank 
with the greatest of Europe; and that by a process planned as if 
meant to illustrate how best the feudal system might be used for 
its own destruction. By every means, —by war, by marriage, by 
contract, by^tratagem, by fraud,—they dreviall the greater feudal 
sovereignties* into their own possession, until at length, they: 
duchy of France and the kingdom of France were indeed identical; 
until, having absorbed all scattered authorities, they had made 
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sovereignty, once possessed privately in sundered pieces, again a 
whole,— but a whole which, by the strict logic of feudalism, was 
their private estate; until they almost literally possessed the 
land, and Louis XIV. could say with little exaggeration? ‘L’itat 
c’est moi.’ They had gathered the fragments of the feudal system 
into a single hand, and had made t,he state itself a feudal pos¬ 
session, a family estate. 

324. The Piecing together of Austria and Prussia. — Later still 
the. same process was repeated in Prussia and in Austria. By 
conquest, inheritance, forfeiture, marriage, contract, fraud, 
powerful feudal families pieced together those great kingdoms, 
to become in after times the bases of national organization. In 
neither Prussia nor Austria did the process go so far as in 
France, though Austria, under the great house of Habsburg, be- 
canje possessor of the imperial throne of the Holy Roman Empire, 
and Prussia, under the equally great house of Hohenzollern, has 
become the central and dominant state of a new German Empire, 
which, through the healthful processes of modern national life, 
if not through the happily obsolete forces of absolutism, may yet 
be as truly compact and unified a kingdom as any the world has 
seen. 

« < 

The Diffusion of Roman Law in .Eumope. 

« 

325. From the fifth to the twelfth centuries Roman law 
inhered in the confused civil methods of the times' for the most 
part as a mere unsystematized miscellany of rules applicable to 
the descendants of the Roman provincials and observed largely 
within the towns. As the old distinctions between Roman and 
Teuton faded away, however, in the gradual mixtur%of the popu¬ 
lations, these rules entered more and more into the general mass 
of common custom. Thi4process was in great part unconscious; 
there was no scientific selection in the development. 

326. The Barbaric Codes. — It was not from mere tradition, 
however,— not simply from Roman law transmitted into unre¬ 
corded provincial custom,— that the knowledge of these centuries 
esneerning the civil law of the Empire was derived, but from 
fragments of the Theodosian legislation and of the writings of 
the jurists which had found embodiment in the Code of Alaric II. 
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(sec. 297), which is known to quotation as the Breviary ( bre - 
varium Alaricianum). The West Goths themselves had not long 
remained contented with that compend of the law. In the seventh 
century there had been prepared in Spain a new Lex Visigothorum 
which contained a summary, not of Roman rules only, but of 
Gothic custom as well, and vJhioh, superseding the earlier com¬ 
pilation of Alarm, formed the basis for later codifications of 
Spanish law. But the south of France, which had once owned 
the dominion of the Visigoth, retained the Code of Alaric; it was 
transmitted thence to the north of France, to be handed on to 
Germany and England; and for all of these countries it continued 
to be the chief, if not the only, source of Roman law until the 
eleventh or twelfth century. Charles the Great, as I have said, 
republished it, accepting it as the recognized manual of Roman 
legal principle. Even Italy had had the continuity of her le£al 
tradition broken by barbarian invasion,— especially by the inroad 
of tlie raw Lombards,— and had had to keep the fragments to¬ 
gether as best she might amidst just such a confusion of ‘per¬ 
sonal ’ laws as prevailed elsewhere in the once Roman world 
(sec. 295). 

327. Custom and Written Law in France. — It was at this time 
that the north and south of France came to be distinguished as 
repectively the ‘co'untry of custom ’ (pays de coutume ) and the 
‘country of v;ritf i en law ’ (pays de droit icrify— In the south, 
which had been thoroughly Romanized for centuries, there was 
the written law of Rome; in the north, which had never been so 
thoroughly Romanized, and which was now quite thoroughly 
Germanized, there reigned in unrestrained confusion the Teutonic 

•customs of thh barbarian masters. 

This division corresponded closely with the division between the langur. 
(Toe and the langur d'oil. The districts of the langue d'oil (of the Frank- 
ized Latin) were the country of custom ; the districts of the langue d’oc, 
the country of written law. 

328. The Study of the Roman Law. —Butrin the twelfth cen¬ 
tury the lauf <jf Rome fell upon the good fortune of being sys¬ 
tematically studied once more by competent scholars, and once 
more cultivated by scientific lawyers. And not the Code of 
Alaric, but the vastly more perfect Corpus Juris Civilis, as the 
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twelfth century called it, Justinian’s (or, rather, Trebonian’s) 
great compilation, which Germanized Europe had hitherto used 
scarcely at all, 1 was the basis of the revived study. ,The new 
cultivation of the law began, naturally enough, in the Italian 
cities. There the movements of trade were quick and various; 
and there a various population was' not only mixed of many ele¬ 
ments but fused and united, by intermarriage no less than by 
close social, political, and commercial intercourse. For the 
quick, informal, multifarious operations of trade Teutonic law 
had made no more suitable provision than had the jus civile in 
the old days at Rome: a jus gentium was needed such as the 
Roman jurisprudence stood ready to supply. ‘Personal ’ law 
could not obtain where elements were so fused and united by 
common undertakings and interests as well as by an actual mix¬ 
ture of bloods. “ In Justinian’s Digest the Italian jurists of the 
twelfth century found a system of law that was adequate to the 
needs of the new commerce; ” and great schools sprang promptly 
into existence for its study and propagation. The first of these 
was also to be the most famous, the University of Bologna, estab¬ 
lished late in the eleventh century, and destined to become the 
chief seat of the study of thaRoman code. Pisa and other Italian 
cities then took up the new pursuit. Presently the interest 
had spread to France and to Spain, going* in France first to 
Montpellier and lx ins, afterwards to Bourges, Orleans, and Tou¬ 
louse, the old capital of the West Goths; and in Spain creating 
(a.d. 1254) the notable University of Salamanca. From Spain 
and France, Holland caught the fashion, giving to Europe in the 
seventeenth century the illustrious jurist Hugo Grotius, who 
created out of the great principles of equity discoverable in. 

Roman Law the elevated and influential science of International 

* 

Law (sec. 1457). In England, too, the same studies began to 
be affected almost immediately after the rise of the school of 
Bologna, and are said to have been regularly pursued there down 
to the sixteenth century. 

329. This sudden spread and luxuriance of the study is impres- 
five evidence of a common preparation and need for it. The 

1 The Digest and the Codex were in some measure made use of by the 
canonists throughout the Dark Ages. * 
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cultivation of the Roman law in the schools may in some 
instances indicate a clerical influence; but the study was too 
general and too spontaneous to be attributable mainly to this or 
to any otSer single cause. 

330. Influence of the Schools. — The Italian schools of law 
almost immediately drew to .them students from all parts of 
Europe, and, in time, “ sent out masters and doctors by the hun¬ 
dreds.” Priests and laymen alike got their training in them. 
“ Returning to their homes, the civil doctors crowded the heredi¬ 
tary expounders of local usage off the judicial bench. Under the 
fostering care of kings and princes,” interested to see a centralized 
power built up by their courts, there grew up everywhere bodies 
of accomplished lawyers and a ‘learned judiciary and “Europe 
obtained a common commercial law in the Corpus Juris Civilis, 
as it had obtained a common family law in the Corpus Jwsis 
Canonici,” the developed jurisprudence of the Church. 

The materials upon which teachers and students alike worked in 
tiie schools were not the pure sources of the Roman law, but a mixture of 
Roman, canonical, and Lombard law which showed the influence of an 
earlier cultivation of jurisprudence by learned men among the Lombards 
in their school at Pavia. 

332. Influence of the Church. —The Roman Church had early 
effected a conquest of the Teutonic invaders, and the new masters 
of Europe had left its organization intact. “ It_c.ff.red for educa¬ 
tion and dispensed charity. It drew into i£s' domain the entire 
control of the family relations. It undertook, partly in its own 
interest, to enforce testaments, ” or wills, after the Roman man¬ 
ner. The Teutonic peoples, held together by ties of consanguinity 
£iid accustomed to communal rather than to individual ownership 
in matters of property, had not admitted to their law conceptions 
of free contract, individual ownership” and succession by will 
such as the developed jurisprudence of Rome had given currency 
to. But the tfill, the contract, and the principle of separate 
ownership were indispensable to the Church if she was to build 
up her properties by the gifts and devises hi pious persons to 
whom her pri?sts were permitted to minister. “They were alsc* 
characteristic and essential elements in the civilization amid 
which the Church had been reared to maturity.” (Maine.) The 
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whole weight of the Church’s power was thrown, therefore, in 
favor of the adoption of these important doctrines and practices 
out of the law of Home. And she was able to make her great 
influence tell in all the matters to which she gave her attention 
because she “ had brought over from the Roman into the mediaeval 
world a well-developed governmental organization. She added 
to this a complete set of courts, with appeal to Rome.” (Smith.) 
And her priests possessed the learning of the time; were indis¬ 
pensable as counsellors and administrators, no less than as clerks; 
were the compilers of codes, whether of Roman or of Teutonic 
rules; had in all things the ascendency of training and knowledge. 

333. The currency of the Latin language had also its influence in 
spreading abroad the forces which were to bring in the Roman law. It 
was everywhere in Europe the speech of commerce, of learning, and of 
public business: the common repository and vehicle of knowledge and of 
the forms of important transactions. 

334. Entrance of Roman Law into the Legal Systems of Enrope. 

— Of course this widespread interest in the study of Roman law 
was not all speculative. The study and the practice of the law 
acted and reacted ou one another. Its rules were more and more 
consciously and skilfully fitted into the.growing law of the king¬ 
doms which were emerging from the feudal system because it was 
being adequately mastered and systematized lit the universities; 
and it was being mastered and systematized at. the universities 
because it was being more and more called for in the actual ad¬ 
ministration of justice. Its use and its cultivation went hand in 
hand. 

335. In France. — Roman law came into use with much the 
same pace with which the Capets advanced to complete power, 
and triumphed with the perfecting of the centralization which 
they effected. Louis IX. ordered the Roman law translated into 
French; established the right of the crown to hear appeals from 
the feudal courts in all cases; sent royal judges on circuit to 
hear complaints of infringed rights; and erected at Paris the 
famous Parliament of Paris as the supreme tribunal of the realm. 
The feudal lords of France were the nominal members of this 
court, but trained jurists ( legistes ), appointed as experts to assist 
th$m, became in practice its real members. Schooled in the 
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Roman law, they admitted its principles into all their decisions; 
and they gave to the king from the same source the maxim which 
declared the will of the prince to be law. As the king’s jurisdic¬ 
tion grew, the principles of Roman jurisprudence gained wider 
and wider acceptance and supremacy. 

336. The Method by which^Roman law crept in was always the 
same: it was introduced, not by legislation, but by adjudication, 
by the decision of cases in the royal courts. It was here that the 
learning of the trained lawyers told, and the desire of the king 
to see the single power of the throne magnified. The royal 
courts, as they were developed in the provinces, applied local 
custom in their decisions, for the most part, only upon very con¬ 
clusive proof of its existence and its definiteness, and in the 
absence of definite and conclusive proox of a contrary custom 
resorted always to the Roman as to a ‘common’ law. The l|iw 
grew thus, and was made consistent, by judgment, by written 
opinion, by royal ordinance; and a French jurisprudence began 
to make its appearance, working upon the various materials 
which were to enter into the final law of the land. 

337. And presently the Roman law came, so to say, from 
out the nation to meet the royal system. Very early in Berri, 
BoiH'bounais, and Auvergne, the central districts of France, the 
law of Rome had bgen consciously adopted as the common law of 
the land, to be appealed to in the absence of proof of any special 
custom or enactment. Subsequently it cam^'IxToe considered as 
in some sort the supplementary common law of all France, for, 
though never established as such in the north of France, it was 
even there appealed to in doubtful cases as ‘written reason.’ 
The Code NajjoUon, the last great codification of French law, has 

*been described as in great part a republication of the laws of 
Justinian as those laws have been modified and fitted to new cir¬ 
cumstances by the processes of French history. The statement 
ought, howevei, to be taken with an important qualification. A 
very great deal ©f Germanic law found permanent place among 
accepted legal principles in France, though Roman law contrib¬ 
uted the chiei formative forces, the forces of fusion and system. „ 

338. Local Custom in France. — It is important to observe 
that the unifying, harmonizing influences exercised by the grow- 
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ing royal jurisdiction were, for a long time at any rate, influ¬ 
ences which affected procedure much more than the internals 
essential elements of legal principle. The differentiation between 
district and district which had taken place in the process of feu- 
dalization had been of the sharpest, most decided character. 
When the Capets first assumed the titles of kingship there were 
duchies as great as France. The work of extending and consoli¬ 
dating the kingdom consumed several centuries; and, meanwhile, 
eacji petty sovereignty was developing its own law apart. MuOli 
of the territory which afterwards became part of France was, 
during the same period, moreover, in foreign hands, held by 
England or Burgundy. The kingdom as finally consolidated, 
therefore, presented a very great variety of deeply rooted and 
persistent local laws and customs. Normandy had one set of 
customs, Berri a very different set, Anjou a third, Brittany a 
fourth; and so throughout the once piecemeal country. 

339. Unifying Influence of the Royal Prerogative. —The , in¬ 
fluence of the royal jurisdiction upon this heterogeneous nlass of 
differing laws was, as I have said, at first rather to unify and 
systematize the procedure of the local courts, which administered 
local law, than to effect changes in the local customs themselves. 
Since appeals to the king’s justice were* possible in all cases, the 
formal method of appeal tended to become the-same everywhere; 
and the methods of the king’s courts in dealing with appealed 
cases more and'111', .;e tended to set the fashion of procedure 
throughout the loose system, though the royal judges continued 
to decide appealed cases according to the law of the district from 
which they were brought up. 

340. By degrees, however, new ideas and principles, as well 
as new modes of procedure and appeal, were infused into local 
justice. The law and the legal practice of each district alike 
more and more distinctly and consciously approximated to the 
models of organization and to the standards of decision obtaining 
in the king’s courts. The territorial tribunals accepted the ser¬ 
vices of lawyers trained in Roman principles and inclined towards 
regal precedents; and the local law officers of the crown were of 
course everywhere ready to effect whatever was within reach of 
their functions or example in the way of bringing local custom 
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around to the rules of universal acceptance to be found in Roman 
law and regal decision. Independently, moreover, of the influ¬ 
ence of the crown, the Roman law was entering the local courts, 
becoming* common law in Auvergne and Bourbonnais, as we have 
seen, before it became the common law of France. 

341. Through the Parliament of Paris the Roman law had, so 
to say, a double door of entrance. The jurisdiction of that court 
was both spiritual and temporal: so that both the Code of Jus¬ 
tinian and the canons of the Church contributed their versions 
of Roman judicial practice and tradition to its findings. 

342. In the Code Napoldon, the final codification of French law 
as it had emerged from the long processes of the Middle Ages, 
we find a statement of the law which was in fact made possible 
by the earlier labors of great French jurists, like the accomplished 
Pothier. In matters of inheritance, in the rules which govern 
the family relations, and in the law of marriage the customs of 
Fiartce.find their place, though as if they had been digested and 
formed anew under the influence of the Roman jurisprudence. 
In the law of contract, the law of property, the rules of judicial 
trial, and all questions of the legal burdens which may be placed 
upon land, Roman law has had a chief place of influence. Every- 
whe»e, however, there are traces and elements of fusion. It is a 
law written over with history and with the labors of trained 
students of the law. 

343. In Germany there was no central power'such as that which 
served to build together the legal systems of France and o f Eng¬ 
land. The feudal system had done its work more thoroughly 
there than elsewhere: and Germany emerged from the Middle 
.Ages, not a nation, but a congeries of petty states. There was 
a form of union among them, indeed, in the Holy Roman Empire, 
and throughout all the changes of German history the imperial 
influence had sought to shelter and to foster Roman law, the law 
of empire and (Jf princely rule. The imperial courts, the impe¬ 
rial lawyers, the imperial party in Germany, were always admin¬ 
istrators or advocates of its principles; and*when the house of 
Habsburg cariSe to the imperial throne, as when other powerful' 
emperors had reigned, there was no small potency in these influ¬ 
ences. But the final reception of the Roman law was postponed 
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in Germany until the sixteenth century, and was due to other 
forces than those associated with the royal power. 

344. Season for Germany’s Reception of Soman Law. — The 
reception of the Soman law into the law of Germany tfas due to 
various circumstances and influences, but not to the poverty or 
imperfections of German law. Gei^nan law was both rich and full 
in its development: at some points it may fairly be said to have 
been superior to Soman law in its suitability to the needs and 
conditions of the time. Neither was the law of Some received 
as naturally supplementary to German law and of a sort to effect 
its further and more complete development; for there were not 
a few radical oppositions of principle between the two systems. 
For example, Roman law was based upon the recognition of the 
entire equality of persons, while German law ranked them in 
osiers, with differing values and privileges; Soman law allowed 
the free alienation of land and set up the principle of absolute 
individual ownership, while German law had at its root {deas of 
communal and family ownership and put many restrictions upon 
alienation. Moreover, there could be no doubt that the law of 
feudal relationships had had as complete a development in Ger¬ 
many as anywhere else in the European world; and yet, along 
with the Roman law, which she took from the schools and com¬ 
mentators of Italy, Germany took also the Italian Feudal Law, 
to which the Italian students had given a similar systematic 
formulation. . 

345. The Roman law was received in Germany because of the 
feebleness and disintegration of the judicial system there; because 
the old popular courts, which administered only an unchanging 
custom and tradition, inevitably decayed with the growth of 
society; because single judges trained to the law were substituted, 
and the only law in which one could be trained was the Roman 
law of the Italian schools. “The popular court,” as Professor 
Sohm says, “is the natural enemy of Jurisprudence.” “The 
Roman law was received,” he declares, “ not' because it was 
Roman, not because 1 it was the better, law, but because it was 
scientific law,” — not because of its contents, but 'because of its 
form and exactitude. “Because we needed the foreign jurispru¬ 
dence, we received the foreign law/’ The introduction took 
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place, not because princes controlled the courts, but because 
litigants insisted. They were dissatisfied with the administra¬ 
tion of justice in the unlearned courts. They wanted a court, 
a judge, learned in the law. “ The single judge must be a learned 
judge, by the same necessity by which the old popular court was 
an unlearned court.” > 

346. Throughout the Middle Ages the popular courts remained 
thp only vital courts in Germany; when they first began to give 
way their place was taken by courts that were no better, being 
made up of some unlearned agent of the feudal lord of the dis¬ 
trict, assisted by assessors as little trained for the function as 
he. In France and in England a native jurisprudence grew up, 
because the royal power was able to set up a system of courts, 
to put trained officers into them, and to draw differing local cus¬ 
toms to a common administration and development. But there 
was no power capable of rendering the like service in Germany 
the* decay of the popular courts did not mean the substitution 
of an indigenous learning. The single judges finally set up there 
were learned, if trained at all to the law, in the Italian jurispru¬ 
dence. Germans had long studied in Italy; and the Roman law 
of the Italian schools was taught from their foundation in the 
German universities. All theological students were obliged to 
study the Roman iSnd canonical law as part of their regular pro¬ 
fessional training; for it formed the basis of the administration 
of the spiritual courts, which had so long stood alongside the 
courts of ordinary law in every part of Europe. “ The occurrence 
which we call the reception of foreign law,” says Professor Sohm, 
“ consisted entirely in this, that the jurisprudence which already 
ruled in the* spiritual courts took possession also of the civil 
courts.” 

347. The law that was received was ribt the Corpus Juris of Jus¬ 
tinian, but the common law of Italy, founded upon the Roman, 
th* canon, anfi^the Lombard law. “The Corpus Juris was terra 
incognita to the German jurists of the period of the reception.” 
They brought in, “not the Pandects, but the Usus modemus 
Pandectarum of the Italian lawyers.” It was the great Savigny ef 
our own century who first carried German legal study back to the 
pure sources of the Roman law, and great was the confusion pro 
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duced by the substitution. The new law was not, of course, ac¬ 
cepted whole aud in bulk. It entered, in Germany as elsewhere, 
as ‘subsidiary ’ law, not as the native law of the land. It never¬ 
theless received everywhere a decided preference in thS courts. 
"While accepting Roman legal rules as prima facie conclusive of 
the rights of a suitor, they impeded upon those who alleged 
established local usage in opposition to it the necessity of fur¬ 
nishing conclusive proof of the existence and acceptance of such 
usage as law. Roman law, in brief, they accepted on its own 
authority, Germanic custom only on the authority of indubitable 
circumstantial testimony. 

348. The outcome was that, speaking most generally, the 
Roman law prevailed in the field of procedure, in the field of 
criminal law, in the field of contract, and in the field of the law 
of inheritance; while German law persisted in respect of the 
law of real property, in respect of family law, and wherever law 
was to be drawn on to the recognition of new relationships, 
like those of association and incorporation, in a changing 
society. 

349. In England, a strong native jurisprudence kept the for¬ 

eign law out. Always held off from the rest of Europe by the 
sea, a separate system of law was made*"possible for her, no less 
than an independent government. The royalo power was able to 
make of the favored island a compact kingdom: and men of the 
masterful Plantager.'ht blood gave it a centralized administration 
of justice such as no other European state was able to obtain 
while yet it was in its early formative stage of growth. English 
judges put together a consistent English law, and there was no 
need for a foreign jurisprudence. > 

350. And yet the Roman law was not wholly excluded. The 
Romans had governed Britain four hundred years, bending the 
province to the purposes of their administration with their usual 
thoroughness. We know that Papinian, the greatest of Rome's 
jurists, himself administered the law in Britain, and we have 
every reason to believ'd that its promulgation there was thorough, 
its rootage full four hundred years deep. It can hirdly be that 
■<he Saxons wholly eradicated it. We know that many Roman 
nunicipalities on the island survived all conquests: and we know 
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that the priests of the Church of Borne early took back to Eng¬ 
lished Britain conceptions steeped in Bornan jurisprudence. Bede 
testifies Jihat the Saxon laws were codified under the auspices of 
the clergy and that Boman codification was the model. We have 
seen that Boman law was studied in England almost as early as 
in mediaeval Italy herself, the study being continued without 
serious break for more than three centuries (sec. 328); and the 
werks of the earliest English legal text-writers, such as Bracton, 
Glanvil, and the author of the Fleta, abound in tokens of a close 
familiarity with the laws of the imperial codes, are full of their 
very phraseology indeed. The so-called laws of Henry I. are 
said by competent legal scholars to consist, to the extent of fully 
one-half their content, of precepts borrowed from Borne. Through 
the ecclesiastical courts, which down to the middle of the present 
century administered upon all estates in England, and upon'all 
trusts; through the Court of Chancery, whence has issued the 
system of English equity, and which was presided over in its 
formative period by the great ecclesiastics who were the first 
chancellors, afterwards by great lawyers, such as Lord Hardwicke 
and Lord Thurlow, deeply versed in the civil law of Borne and 
apt to draw suggestion .and even .concrete rule from it; and 
through the Admiralty Courts, always controlled by the rules of 
the Civil Law, England has drawn directly or indirectly from 
Boman sources, '".supplement of her own indigenous Germanic 
customs; and not many portions of her law have escaped being 
in some degree marked by the same influences that have moulded 
the law of the rest of Europe. Her borrowings, nevertheless, 
have been of form and method rather than of substance, and the 
• great bulk of*her law is her own. 
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THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 


351. The Growth of the Freneh Monarchy. —The full political 
significance of the history of France can be appreciated only by 
those who keep in mind the chief phenomena of the widening 
monarchy, the successive steps‘by which the Dukes of France, 
the Capable Capets, extended their power and the name of their 
duchy over the whole of the great territory which was to be in¬ 
herited by Louis XIV. The course of French history is ‘from 
complex to simple. In the days of Hugh Capet ‘France ’ was the 
name of only a single duchy centering in Paris, of but one of a 
great number of feudal lordships equally great, equally vigorous, 
equally wedded to independence. The duchy’s advantage lay in 
the fact that her dukes had been chosen for le^iership and that 
they were capable of leadership, rather than ‘in the possession 
of preponderant strength or superior resourc^v Tp the west of 
her lay the solid mass of Normandy; to the north lay the terri¬ 
tories of the Counts of Flanders and Vermandois, and to the east 
the territory of the Count of Champagne; southward lay the great 
duchies of Burgundy and Aquitaine, beyond them the laiyls of 
Toulouse; alongside of Normandy, Anjou and Brittany stretched 
their independent length $o the west. And these were only the 
greater feudal sovereignties. Within and about them lay other 
districts not a few with masters ready to assert privileges without 
number in contradiction of all central rule. The early history 
of France is the history of a duchy striving to become a kingdom. 
‘France ’ holds a good strategic position, and fortune' has made 
her dukes titular kings over their feudal neighbors, but still she 
is in reality only one among many duchies. 

352. By slow and steady steps, nevertheless, a work of unifica* 

108 
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lion is wrought out by the Capets. In every direction they stretch 
out from their central duchy of France their hand of power and 
of intrigue and draw the pieces of feudalized Neustria together 
into a compact mass. The work is thoroughly done, moreover, at 
almost every stage. Out of populations as heterogeneous as any in 
Europe they construct a nation singularly homogeneous; out of 
feudal lordships as strong, as numerous, as heady, and as stiffly 
separate as any other equal territory could show, they construct 
a single kingdom more centralized and compacted than any other 
in Europe. The processes of these remarkable achievements give 
to the history of the French monarchy its distinctive political 
significance: the means which the Capets devised for solidifying, 
and, after its solidification, for enlarging and effectuating their 
power, furnish some of the most ‘Suggestive illustrative material 
anywhere to be found for the general history of government.* 
.'553. Perfection of the Feudal System in France. — The feudal 
syStejn worked its most perfect work in France. The opportuni¬ 
ties of feudalism there were great. Neustria, the western, Gal¬ 
lic half of the great Frankish kingdom, was early separated from 
Austrasia, the eastern, Germanic half (secs. 322, 323), and its 
separateness proved the cause of its disintegration. Burgundy, 
Brittany, and Aquitaine sprang to the possession of unchecked 
independent powftr round about it; the Normans thrust their 
huge wedge of territory into it; battle after battle between those 
who contended for the possession of the pieces of the great em¬ 
pire which Charles the Great had swept together first decimated 
and finally quite annihilated the sturdy class of Frankish freemen 
whose liberties had stood in the way of local feudal absolutism; 
privilege grtw in the hands of feudal lords while prerogative 
declined in the hands of those who sought to be kings; those 
who possessed privilege built for themselves impregnable castles 
behind whose walls they could securely retain it:—and feudal¬ 
ism had its hfeyday in France. 

364. 14is reckoned that in Hugh Capet’s da>* the “free and noble pop¬ 
ulation ” c# the country out of which modern France was to be ma^Je 
numbered “ about a million of souls, living on and taking their names 
from about seventy thousand separate fiefs or properties: of these fiefs 
about three thousand carried titles with them. Of these again, no less 
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than a hundred, — some reckon as many as a hundred and fifty, — were 
sovereign states, greater or smaller, whose lords could coin money, levy 
taxes, make laws, administer their own justice.” 1 Of these one hundred, 
however, only some eight or ten were really powerful states. • 

355. Materials of the Monarchy. — Such were the materials 
out of which the Capets had to build up their monarchy. It was 
their task to undo the work of feudalism. Nor were these the 
only materials that they had to handle in the difficult under¬ 
taking. There were other privileges besides those of the feudal 
barons which it was necessary to destroy or subordinate before 
they could see their power compact and undisputed. 

356. Local Self-government. —Notwithstanding the fact that 
in most districts of the divided territory the power that ruled 
him was brought close to ever/ man’s door in the person of his 
feudal lord and master, there were many corners of the system 
which sheltered vigorous local self-government. The period of 
the greatest vitality of the feudal system was, indeed, the. only 
period of effectual local self-government that Trance has ever yet 
known. The eventual supremacy of the Crown, which snatched 
their power from the barons, also destroyed local self-government, 
which the barons had in many, cases suffered to grow; and neither 
the Eevolution nor any of the governments whigh have succeeded 
the Eevolution has yet restored it to complete life. Local liber¬ 
ties were taking form and acquiring vigor during the very period 
in which the monarchical power was making its way towards 
supremacy; and it was by these local liberties that the kings 
found themselves faced when their initial struggle with feudal¬ 
ism was over. It was their final task to destroy them by per¬ 
fecting centralized administrative organization. 

357. Rural Communes. — While feudalism was in its creative 
period, while the forces were at work, that is, which were shap¬ 
ing the relations of classes and of authorities to each other, it was 
not uncommon for feudal lords to grant charters to the rural 
communes lying within their demesnes. In and after the twelfth 
century these charters became very numerous. The^y permitted 
a^ueparate organic structure to the communes, regulated the ad¬ 
mission of persons to communal privileges, laid down rules for 

1 G. W. Kitchin, History of France, Vol» L, p. 186. 
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the administration of property in the commune, set forth feudal 
rights and duties, prescribed the corvdes, etc. “Everywhere a 
general assembly of the inhabitants directly regulated affairs,” 
delegating executive functions to communal officers, who acted 
separately, each in the function with which he was specially 
charged. These officers convoked the general assembly of the 
people for every new decision that it became necessary to take 
with reference to communal affairs. The principal affairs within 
the jurisdiction of the assembly were, “the administration of 
communal property, which in that period was very important, 
police, and the collection of the taxes both royal and local.” 1 

358. In the administration of justice, also, the Middle Ages 
witnessed in France not a few features of popular privilege. The 
peasant as well as the nobleman »had tne right to be tried by his 
peers, —by persons of his own origin and station. In the courts 
of the feudal barons the vassals were present to act as judges, 
ranch as the freemen were present in the English county courts 
(secs. 836, 942). 

359. Liberties of Towns: the Roman Municipalities. — The 

privileges of self-direction granted to the rural communes, how¬ 
ever, were privileges granted, so to say, inside vassalage: the 
members of the communes were not freed from their constant 
feudal duties. ?tany towns, on the contrary, acquired and main¬ 
tained a substantial independence. When the earliest Frankish 
kings failed* in their efforts to establish a power in Gaul as strong 
and as whole as the Roman power had been, and the Frankish 
dominion fell apart into fragments whose only connection was a 
nominal subordination to a central throne, there were others 
l«si3es the* great landowners to avail themselves of the oppor¬ 
tunity to set up independent sovereign powers of their own. The 
Franks, as we have seen, had found many Roman cities in Gaul, 
and, not at first taking kindly to town life, had simply conquered 
them and then let them be (sec. 298). In these, consequently, 
the old Roman organization had endured, freed from Roman dic¬ 
tation. The Franks who entered them later took character from 
them almoSt as much as they gave character to them. Germanic 
principles of moot-government and individual freedom entered, 

1 H. de Ferron, Institutions Municipals* et Provincials* Comparits, p. 3. 
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to a certain extent, like a new life-blood into the Roman forms, 
and compact, spirited, aggressive, disciplined communities were 
formed which were quick to lay hold of large privileges of self- 
rule, and even to assume semi-baronial control of the lands lying 
about them, in the days when independent powers were to be 
had for the seizing. The organization which Roman influences 
had bequeathed to these towns was oligarchical, aristocratic: the 
governing power rested with close corporations, with councils 
( curhe ) which were eooptative, filling their own vacancies. But 
forces presently appeared in them which worked effectually for 
democracy. The Christian Church, as well as the barbarian 
Teuton, took possession of Gaul: the greater towns became the 
seats of bishops; and the bishops threw their weight on the side 
of the commons against both the'counts outside the towns and the 
oligarchs inside. Only so could the magnates of the Church es¬ 
tablish themselves in real power. In most cases the ecclesiastics 
and their restless allies, the commons, won in the contest for 
supremacy, and democracy was established. 

The Italian towns, with their 1 consuls ’ and their other imitations of the 
old Roman republican constitution, are perhaps the best examples of this 
renaissance of democracy. 

360. The Ron-Roman Municipalities. — These Roman towns, 
however, were to be found for the most part only in the south 
and along the Rhinfe. North of the Loire, asTthe 1?ranks took 
gradually to city life, there sprang up other towns, of Germanic 
origin and character; and these were not slow to agitate for grants 
of special privileges from their baronial masters. In very large 
numbers they obtained charters, — charters, however,* which were 
to give them a connection with the feudal system about them 
which the towns of the south, antedating feudalism, did not for 
Borne time possess. They were given substantial privileges of 
self-government, but they were not severed from barbnial control. 
They conducted their affairs, on the contrary, under charters 
in which the relative (customary) rights of both seigneur and 
bfhgher were definitely ascertained, by which seigneurial author¬ 
ity as well as burgher privilege was fully recognized, and under 
which, moreover, the authority of the seigneur was actively ex- 
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ercised through the instrumentality of a Pr&vot, the lord’s servant 
and representative in city affairs. 

361. This, the more secure form of municipal self-government, 
because tfie form which was most naturally integrated with the 
political system about it, —a form, moreover, which very natu¬ 
rally connected itself, mediately, with the supreme seigneurial 
authority of the king, —became in course of time the prevalent, 
indeed the almost universal, type in France. The ‘pr^votal ’ 
town is the normal town down to the end of the fifteenth century. 

362. Not all of this development was accomplished peacefully 
or by the complaisance of the barons. Many cities were driven 
to defend their privileges against the baronage by force of 
arms; some, unable to stand out unaided against feudal aggres¬ 
sions, were preserved from discomfiture only by succor from the 
king, whose interest it served to use the power of the townsmen 
to check the insolent might of the feudal lords; others, again, 
were repeatedly constrained to buy in hard cash from neighbor 
barons’a grudging tolerance for their modest immunities. The 
kings profited very shrewdly by the liberties of the towns, draw¬ 
ing the townspeople very closely about themselves in the struggles 
of royal prerogative against baronial privilege. As supreme 
lords in France, they assumed to make special grants of munici¬ 
pal citizenship: they made frequent gifts of bourgeoisie to dis¬ 
affected vassals of the barons, — gifts so frequently made, indeed, 
that there grew up special class of royal townsmen, a special 
bourgeoisie du roi. 

30% The Towns and the Crusades. — Not the least important 
element in the growth of separate town privileges was the influence of 
the <yusades upon the power of the nobility. When the full fervor of 
crusading was upon France, her feudal nobility were ready to give up 
anything at home if by giving it up they might be enabled to go to the 
holy warn, to the prosecution of which Mdther Church was so warmly 
urging them. Their great need was money; money the towns had; and 
for money they bought privileges from departing crusaders. Very often, 
too, their one-time lords never returned from Palestine — never came 
back to resume the powers so hastily and eage^y bartered away before 
their departure. When they did return they returned impoverished, and 
in no condition of fortune to compete with those who had husbande 
their resources at home. On every hand opportunities were made for 
the perpetuation of town privileges. 
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364. Municipal Privileges. — The privileges extorted or bought 
by the sturdy townspeople were, to speak in general terms, the 
right to make all the laws which concerned only themselves, the 
right to administer their own justice, the right to raise 'all taxes 
(as well those demanded by king or baron as those which they 
imposed upon themselves for their own purposes) in their own 
way, and the right to discipline themselves with police of their 
own appointing. Such villages as contrived to obtain separate 
privileges could of course obtain none so extensive as these. 
They often had to seek justice before baronial rather than before 
their own tribunals; they could by no means always choose their 
own way of paying unjust charges; they had often to submit to 
rough discipline at the hands o'f prince’s retainers; oftentimes 
the most they could secure for themselves was a right of self- 
direction in petty matters in which no one else was immediately 
interested. 

305. The administrative functions exercised by the towns ha^e Been 
thus summed up: the administration of communal property, the mainte¬ 
nance of streets and roads, the construction of public edifices, the support 
and direction of schools, and the assessment and collection of all taxes. 1 

366. Forms of Town Government. — The forms of self-govern¬ 
ment in the towns varied infinitely in detail, .according to place 
and circumstance, but the general outline was hlmost everywhere 
the same. Often there were two asseinblieajvhich took part in 
the direction of municipal affairs, an Assembly of Notables and 
a General Assembly of citizens. These two bodies did not stand 
to each other in the relation of two houses of a single legislature; 
they were separate not only, but had also distinct functions. 
The popular body elected the magistrates; the select body advised 
the magistrates; the one was a legislative, the other an executive, 
council. More commonly) however, there was but one assembly, 
the general assembly of citizens, which elected the magistrates, 
exercised a critical supervision over them, and passed upon all 
important municipal affairs. The magistracy generally consisted 
of a mayor and aldermen who acted jointly as the Executive of 
^he city (its corps de ville), the mayor in most cases being only 


* Ferron, p. 8. 
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the president, never the ‘chief executive,’ of the corporation, and 
mayor and aldermen alike being equal in rank and in responsi¬ 
bility iq exercising their corporate functions. 

367. Decay or Destruction of Municipal Self-government. — 
From this democratic model there were, of course, in almost all 
cases, frequent departures, quite after the manner formulated by 
Aristotle (sec. 1397). Oligarchy and tyranny both crept in, time 
and again; nowhere did local liberties permanently preserve their 
first vigor; everywhere real self-government sooner or later Suc¬ 
cumbed to adverse circumstances, crushed in very many cases by 
the overwhelming weight of the royal power. Generally such 
changes were wrought rather by stress of disaster from without 
than because of degeneracy within: and in very few cases indeed 
did local liberty die before the community which had sought to 
maintain it had given proof of a capital capacity for self-govern¬ 
ment. The independence of the cities died hard and has left 
glorious memories behind it. 

3G8. Pays d’lStats. — Early times saw self-government in the 
provinces also. Many a feudal province had had its own ‘Es¬ 
tates,’ its own triple assembly, that is, of nobles, clergy, and 
burghers, which met to discuss and in large part, no doubt, to 
direct provincial affairs. The provinces of old France, thirty-six 
in number, represented separate feudal entities, much as the 
English counties did (sec. 836). The towns, on the other hand, 
in the central and northern portions of France at least, repre¬ 
sented, nothing but grants of privilege, were nothing but com¬ 
munities which had been given a special and exceptional place 
in thq feudal order. The assemblies of the provinces, accord- 
' ingly, were not primary or democratic like those of the towns, 
but were made up by‘estates ,’—models for the States-General 
which appeared in 1302 (secs. 374, 375). 

309. The provincial Estates were probably in their origin nothing else 
than normal feudal councils, made up, as they were, of representatives 
of all who possessed corporate or individual privileges, whose judgments 
and advice*feudal dukes and counts found it redound to their greater peace 
and welfare V> hear and heed. 

370. In several of the provinces, as, notably, in Languedoc 
and Brittany, these provincial Estates continued to meet and to 
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exercise considerable functions down to the time of the Revolu¬ 
tion, Such provinces came to be distinguished from the others 
as pays d’itats (provinces having Estates), and it is largely from 
the privileges of their assemblies that we argue the general nature 
of the powers possessed by those which had passed out of exis¬ 
tence before history could catch a glimpse of them. We see the 
Estates of the pays d’ilats clearly only after the royal power has 
bound together all the provinces alike in a stringent system of 
centralization; they sit only at the king’s call; their resolutions 
must be taken in the presence of the king’s provincial officers 
and must await the regal sanction; they live by the royal favor 
and must in all things yield to the royal will. Nevertheless their 
privileges were still so substantial as to make the pays d’itats the 
envy of all the rest of France. They bought of the Crown the 
right to collect the taxes demanded by the central government; 
they retained to the last the right to tax themselves for the ex¬ 
penses of local administration and to undertake and carry through 
entirely without supervision the extensive improvements in roads 
and watercourses to which the local patriotism bred by local self- 
government inclined them. Restricted though their sphere was, 
they moved freely within it, and gave to their provinces a vital¬ 
ity and a prosperity such as the rest of France, administered, as 
it was, exclusively from Paris, speedily and ucterly lost. 

371. Territorial Development of the Monarchy. —The process 
of the organic development of the monarchy which centred in the 
duchy of France began with territorial expansion and consoli¬ 
dation. For eight centuries that expansion and consolidation 
went steadily on; but its successful completion was assured be¬ 
fore the extinction of the first, the direct, line of Capets in 1328. 
Before that date Philip Augustus had wrung Normandy from 
England and had added 'Vermandois, Auvergne, Touraine, Anjou, 
Maine, and Poitou to the dominions of his Crown, and his succes¬ 
sors had so well carried forward the work of expansion that before 
the Valois branch came into the succession only Flanders, Bur¬ 
gundy, and Brittany broke the solidity of the French power in 
’the north, and only Aquitaine, still England’s fief, cut France 
off from her wide territories in the southeast. It had been the 
mission of the direct line of the Capets to lay broadly and irre- 
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movably the foundations of French unity and nationality, and 
they had accomplished that mission. They gave to their mon¬ 
archy the momentum which was afterwards to carry it into full 
supremacy over Brittany, Aquitaine, and Burgundy, over the 
Rhone valley, and over the lands which separated her from the 
Rhine. 

372. The Crusades and the Monarchy. —The monarchy, even more 
than the towns (sec. 363), profited by the effects of the crusades on the 
feudal nobility. So great was the loss of life among the nobles, so gfeat 
was their loss of fortune, that they fell an easy prey to the encroaching 
monarchy. During the first crusades the French kings stayed at home 
and reaped the advantages which the nobles lost; during the last crusades, 
the kings were strong enough themselves to leave home and indulge in the 
holy warfare in the East, without too great apprehension as to what might 
happen to the royal power in their absence. 

373. Institutional Growth. — Of course along with territorial 
expansion there went institutional growth: and this growth in¬ 
volved in large part the destruction of local liberties. The amal¬ 
gamation of France into a single, veritable kingdom was vastly 
more fatal to local self-government than the anarchy and confu¬ 
sion of feudal times had been. Thejcities could cope with neigh¬ 
bor lords; and diying the period of contest between king and 
barons they could count oftentimes upon assistance from the king: 
his interests, like tj^qirs, lay in the direction of checking baronial 
power. But when the feudal lords were no‘longer to be feared, 
the towns in their turn felt the jealousy of the king; and against 
his overwhelming power, when once it was established, they 
dared/lot raise their hands. The ancient provinces, too, had in 

«the earlier d&ys found ways of bringing local lords into their 
Estates, in which the right of the burghers to have a voice in the 
government was recognized (sec. 368)." But they could no more 
resist the centralization determined upon by a king triumphant 
over all feudal jivals than the towns could. In the end the pro¬ 
vincial assemblies, where they managed to exist at all in the face 
of the growing power of the Crown, were, like all other indepen¬ 
dent authorities of the later time, sadly curtailed in privilege? 
and at the last almost entirely lost heart and life. 

374. The States-General. — At one time, indeed, it seemed as 
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if the nation, in being drawn close about the throne) was to be 
given a life of its own in a national parliament. Philip the Fair 
(1285-1314), bent upon making good his authority against the 
interference of the Pope in certain matters, bethought himself 
of calling representatives of the nation to his support. The 
kings of France had already often taken the advice upon public 
affairs of the baronage or of the clergy, each of which orders had 
a corporate existence and organization of its own, and therefore 
possessed means of influential advising: but Philip called in the 
burghers of the towns also and constituted (1302) that States- 
General (Etats-OSniraux) in which for the first time in French 
history that ‘third estate’ of the Commons appears which in 
later times was to thrust both clergy and nobles out of power and 
itself rule supreme as ‘the people.’ 

§75. Character of the States-General. — The first States-Gen- 
eral, summoned by Philip the Fair, reminds one not a little of 
the parliament called together in England in 1295 by Edward I. 
(secs. 848, 850). Apparently France was about to have a parlia¬ 
ment such as England’s became, a representative body, speaking, 
and at the end of every important contest bringing to pass, the 
will of the nation. But for France this first promise was not ful¬ 
filled. During three centuries, the fourteenth, fifteenth, and 
sixteenth (1302-1614), it was the pleasure of tae French monarch 
to keep alive, at first by frequent, and later by occcasional sum¬ 
mons, this assemblage of the three Estates. "* This was the period 
during which feudal privileges were giving way before the royal 
prerogative, and it was often convenient to have the formal sanc¬ 
tion of the Estates at the back of acts of sovereignty on the part 
of the Crown. But after the full establishment of the regal power 
the countenance of the Estates was no longer needed, and was 
no longer asked. The States-General never, moreover, even in 
the period of their greatest activity, became a legislative au¬ 
thority. For one thing, they had not the organization proper, 
not to say necessary, for the exercise of power. * The three Es¬ 
tates, the Nobility, the Clergy, and the Commons (.Tiers Etat), 
deliberated apart from each other as separate bodies; and each 
submitted its own list of grievances and suggestions to the king. 
They acted often in harmony, but never in union; their only 
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iommon meeting was the first of each session, when they all 
ihree assembled in the same hall to hear a formal opening speech 
from the throne. They never acquired the right to be consulted 
with reference to that cardinal affair of politics, taxation; they 
never gained the right to sit independently of royal summons. 
They were encouraged to submit what suggestions they chose to 
the government concerning the administration of the kingdom; 
and, as a matter of fact, their counsels were often heeded by the 
king. But they never got beyond advising: never won the light 
to expect that their advice would be taken. Their sessions did, 
however, so long as they continued, contribute to keep alive a 
serviceable form of self-government which at least held the nation 
within sight of substantial liberties; and which, above all, secured 
national recognition for that ‘tllird estate,’ the people, whose 
sturdiest members, the burghers of the towns, were real represen¬ 
tatives of local political life. 

*76. Administrative Development. — Of course along with the 
territorial expansion of the monarchy by annexation, absorption, 
and conquest there went also great administrative developments. 
As the monarchy grew, the instrumentalities of government grew 
along with it: possession and control advanced hand in hand. 

377. Growth of the Central Administration. — In the earlier 
periods of the Capetian rule a Feudal Court and certain house¬ 
hold officers^ constituted a sufficient machinery for the central 
administration. There was a Chancellor, -frho was the king’s 
private secretary and keeper of both the public and the private 
records of the court; a Chamberlain, who was superintendent of 
the household; a Seneschal, who presided in the king’s name 
and stead in’the Feudal Court, and who represented the king in 
the direct administration of justice; a Great Butler, who was 
manager of the royal property and revenues; and a Constable, who 
was commander of the forces. The Feudal Court, composed of 
the chief feuJa^ories of the Crown, exercised the functions of a 
tribunal of justice in suits between tenants in capite, besides the 
functions df a taxing body and of an administrative council (secs. 
228, 229, 237, 238). 

378. The Council of State. — So long as ‘France’ was only a 
duchy and the real territory of the Crown no wider than the im- 
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mediate domain of the Capetian dukes, the weight of administra¬ 
tion fell upon the officers of the household, and the Feudal Court 
was of no continuous importance. But as France grew, the 
household officers declined and the Feudal Court advanced in 
power and importance. As the functions of the Court increased 
and the Court became a directing Council, the Council more and 
more tended to fall apart into committees, into distinct sec¬ 
tions, having each its own particular part of the duties once 
common to the whole body to perform. The earlier Councils 
exercised without distinction functions political, judicial, and 
financial, and their differentiation, though hurried forward by 
monarchs like Louis IX., was not given definite completeness 
until 1302 (the year of the first States-General) when, by an or¬ 
dinance of Philip the Fair, their political functions were assigned 
to £he body which was to retain the name Council of State, their 
judicial functions to a body which was to bear the ancient name 
of parliament (and which we know as the Parliament of Paris), 
their financial functions to a Chamber of Accounts. Alongside 
of the Chamber of Accounts there sprang up a Chamber of 
Subsidies which concerned itself with taxation. Into these 
bodies, whose activity increased from year to year, the old offi¬ 
cials of the household were* speedily absorbed, the Great Butler, 
for instance, becoming merely the president if the Chamber of 
Accounts. 

379. The Parliament of Paris. —The judicial section of the Council 
of State consisted at first like the other sections, like the whole Council 
indeed, of feudatories of the Crown, as well as of administrative experts 
gradually introduced. More and more, however, this chief tribunal tended 
to become exclusively a body of technical officials, of trained jurists and 
experienced lawyers, the law officers and advisers of the Crown. 

380. Growth of Centralized Local Administration: Lonis IX__ 

This expansion of the central organs of administration meant 
that the royal government was entering more anti more exten¬ 
sively into the management of affairs in the provinces, that 
local administration “was being centralized. This extension of 
centralized local administration may be said to have begun in 
earnest under Louis IX. Louis IX. did more than any of his 
predecessors to strengthen the grip of the monarchy upon its 
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dominions'by means of direct instrumentalities of government. 
He was a man able to see justice and to do it, to fear God and yet 
not fear the Church, to conquer men not less by uprightness of 
charactef than by force of will and of arms; and his character 
established the monarchy in its power. By combined strength 
and even-handedness he bore down all baronial opposition; the 
barons subjected to his will, he sent royal commissioners through¬ 
out the realm to discover where things were going amiss and 
where men needed that the king should interfere; he established 
the right of appeal to his own courts, even from the courts of the 
barons, thus making the Parliament of Paris the centre of the 
judicial system of the country; he forced limitations of power 
upon the feudal courts; he forbade and in part prevented judicial 
combats and private warfare. He«drew the administration of the 
law in France together into a centralized system by means of 
royal Baillis and Privdts, whom he subordinated to the Parliament 
of Paris. 

381. Steps of Centralization. — It is not, of course, to be understood 
that Louis’ work was to any considerable extent a work of creation: it was 
not, but rather a work of adaptation, expansion, systematization. The 
system which he perfected had been slowly growing under his predecessors. 
A bailli was, in the Middfe Ages, a v8ry common officer, representing 
king or seigneur, at the case might be, administering justice in his name, 
commanding his men-at-arms, managing the finances, caring, indeed, for 
every detail uf admic’stration. At first, it is said, “all of judicial, finan¬ 
cial, and military administration was ir. his hands.* It was an old system 
of royal baillis , set over districts known as bnilliayes (bailliwicks), that 
Philip Augustus instituted (1190) and Louis IX. extended and regulated, 
keeping an eye to it, the while, that the baillis should be made to feel their 
dependence upon the Crown so constantly that they should per force re¬ 
main officials and not dream of following the example of dukes and 
counts and becoming independent feudal lords on their own accounts. 

383. Personal Government: Louis xfv. — Such measures naturally 
tended to subordinate all local magnates to the king. By the policy of 
Louis XIV. tBis tendency was completed: the whole of the nobility of 
France were, s8 to say, merged in the person and court of the king. 
Louis took^ care to have it understood that no man who remained upon 
his estate, w$o did not dance constant attendance upon his majesty, the 
king, at his court, to add to its brilliancy and servility, might expect any-" 
thing but disfavor and loss. He made of the great landed nobility a court 
nobility, turning men from interest in their tenants and their estates to 
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interest in court intrigue alone. He drew all men of rank and ambition 
to himself, merged them in himself, and left nothing between the mon¬ 
archy and the masses whereby the terrible impact of the great revolution 
which was to come might be broken. 

383. The Completed Centralization: the Intendant. —Finally 
came the completed centralization which followed the days of 
Richelieu: the system whose central figure was the Intendant, a 
direct appointee and agent of the king and absolute ruler within 
the province; and whose lesser figures were the sub-delegates'of 
the Intendant, rulers in every district and commune. The rule of 
these agents of the Grown almost totally extinguished the separate 
privileges of the elected magistrates of the towns and of the other 
units of local government. In many places, it is true, the people 
were suffered still to elect thqjr magistrates as before; but the 
usurping activities of the Intendant and his subordinates speedily 
left elected magistrates with nothing to do. In other cases elec¬ 
tions ceased; the Crown sold the local offices as life estates to any 
one who would buy them for cash. 

384. The Province was a military, not a civil, administrative district. 
The Provinces were grouped into Generalities, of which there were in all 
thirty-two, and it was over a Generality that each Intendant ruled. Ec¬ 
clesiastical administration was served by. still another distinct division into 
Dioceses. 

385. Judicial Centralization. — The local tribunals of justice in 
like manner had thejr business gradually stdlbn from them. The 
principle of appeal established by Louis IX. at length worked its 
perfect work. Every case in which any interest cared for from 
Paris (and what interest was not?) was either actually or by pre¬ 
tence involved was ‘evoked* to special courts set up by* royal 
commission. No detail was too insignificant to come within the ' 
usurpations of the king’s government. 

386. The Boyal Council and the Comptroller-General. —The 
Royal Council at Paris regulated, by ‘orders in oouncil,’ every 
interest, great or small, in the whole kingdom. The Comptroller- 
General, acting through the Intendants and their sub-delegates, 
^nd through the royal tribunals, managed France. ‘Everybody’s 
affairs were submitted to him, and through him to the Royal 
Council; and everybody received suggestions from Paris touching 



THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 


213 


his affairt. No labor of supervision was too overwhelming for 
the central government to undertake. Interference in local affairs, 
made progressively more and more systematic, more and more 
minute Und inquisitive, resulted, of course, in the complete 
strangulation of local government. All vitality ran to the veins 
of the central qrganism, and, except for the lingering and treas¬ 
ured privileges of the pays d’itats, and for here and there a per¬ 
sistent form of town life, France lay in the pigeon-holes of a 
bureau. Tabla rasa had been made of the historical elements of 
local government. 

387. The Spirit of the Administration.—This busy supervision of 
local and individual interests was always paternal in intent; and the 
intentions of the central power were never more benevolent than just 
when the Revolution was beginning to draw on apace. “The royal gov¬ 
ernment was generally willing in the latter half of the eighteenth century 
to redress a given case of abuse, but it never felt itself strong enougfl, or 
had leisure enough, to deal with the general source from which the par¬ 
ticular grievance sprang.” 1 

388. The Bevolution. — This whole fabric of government went 
for a moment to pieces in the storm of the Revolution. But the 
revolutionists, when their stupendous work of destruction had 
men accomplished, were Under the Same necessity to govern that 
had rested upon t’te monarch whom they had dethroned and exe¬ 
cuted; and they very soon proved themselves unable to improve 
much upon the old patterns of government. .In denial of the in¬ 
defeasible sovereignty of the king, they proclaimed, with huzzahs, 
the absolute sovereignty of the people; but Assembly and Con¬ 
vention could do no more than arrogate all power to themselves, 
as the people’s representatives, and seek to reign in the king’s 

’ stead through the king’s old instrumentalities. They gave voice 
to a new conception, but they could i»ot devise a new frame of 
administration. The result was confusion, Committees, the 
Terror, and —. Napoleon. 

389. The Reconstruction by Napoleon. — The Revolution re¬ 
moved all $ie foundations of French politic*, but scarcely any of 
the foundations of French administration. The interests of the,- 

1 John Morley, Miscellanies, Vol. II. (last Macmillan edition), essay on 
“ Turgot,” p. 188. 
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royal administration had centred in the general government, 
rather than in its local parts, — in patronage, in the aggregate 
national power and prosperity, in finance. The true interests 
of republican government, on the other hand, centre in thorough 
local development: republican work, properly done, ought to 
tend to broaden and diversify administrative w<jrk by diversi¬ 
fying political life and quickening self-directive administrative 
agencies. But this the leaders of the Bevolution neither saw nor 
could do; and Napoleon, whom they created, of course made no 
effort to serve republican development. 

390. Napoleon simply reorganized despotism. In doing so, 
however, he did scarcely more than carry into effect the principal 
purposes of the Constituent Assembly. The legislation of that 
Assembly had sought, not to shatter centralization, but to sim¬ 
plify and systematize it; and it was this purpose that Napoleon 
carried out. For the Convention and Assembly, as representa¬ 
tives of the nation’s sovereignty, he substituted himself; and 
then he proceeded to give to centralization a perfected machinery. 
The Convention and Assembly had endeavored to direct affairs 
through Committees, Commissions, Councils, Directories, — 
through executive boards, in a word. For such instrumentalities 
Napoleon substituted single officers as depositaries of the several 
distinct functions of administration; though Vie was content to 
associate with these officers advisory councils, whose advice they 
might ask, but should take only on their own individual responsi¬ 
bility. ‘“To give advice is the province of several, to administer, 
that of individuals,’ says the maxim which he engraved'on the 
pediment of the administrative arrangements of France,” 1 to 
remain there to the present day. The Constituent Assembly, 
willing to obliterate the old Provinces of France, with their 
memories of feudal privilege, and the Generalities, with their 
ancient savor of absolutism, had redivided the country, as sym¬ 
metrically as possible, into eighty-nine Departments; and it was 
upon this territorial framework that Napoleon superimposed a 
machinery of Prefects and sub-prefects, modelled, with simplifi¬ 
cations and improvements of method, upon the systefn of Intend- 
ants and delegates of the old rigime. This he accomplished in 
1 Marquardsen’s Handbuch, Lebon’s monograph on France, p. 78. 
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that celebrated "Constitution of the Year VIII.” which still lies 
almost undisturbed at the foundation of French administration. 
The Revolution had resulted in imparting to centralization wliat 
it never had had before: namely, assured order and effective 
system. 

391. Since the war between France and Germany in 1870-’l, the De¬ 
partments of France have numbered only eighty-six, the loss of Alsace 

•and Lorraine having subtracted three Departments. 

392. Advances towards Liberal Institutions. — Nevertheless, 
the Revolution had asserted a new principle of rule, and every 
change of government which has taken place in France since the 
Revolution has pushed her, however violently, towards genuine 
representative institutions and real republicanism. Louis XVIII., 
though he persisted in holding to the divine right of kings and in 
retaining for himself and his ministers an exclusive right of in¬ 
itiative in legislation, assented to the establishment of a parlia¬ 
ment of two houses and conceded to it the responsibility of the 
ministers. Louis Philippe abandoned the delusion of the ‘divine 
right,’ acknowledged the sovereignty of the people, and shared 
with the chambers the right of initiative in legislation. With 
Napoleon III. caiye reaction and a return to a system like that 
of the first Napoleon; but even Napoleon III. had consented to 
return to the practice of ministerial responsibility before the 
war with Germany swept him from his tlirohe and gave birth to 
the present Republic. 

393. The Third Republic. — Sedan having fallen (September 2), 
and tjje Emperor having been taken prisoner, the imperial gov¬ 
ernment went to pieces, and on Sunday the fourth of September, 
1870, the leaders of uneasy Paris proclaimed the Third Republic, 
Gambetta being their mouthpiece. X provisional government 
was at once set up by the republican leaders, under the name of 
the National defence. The men who constituted it were fully 
aware that they legally represented nobody but themselves, that 
they had u'sprped power in the face of a national crisis and were 
acting by sufferance, and it was their purpose to call together a 
national assembly at once, an assembly chosen by universal suf-' 
frage, in order that .the people’s representatives might construct 
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in more formal fashion a government of their own. Immediate 
preparations were accordingly made for an election. But the 
rapid and fatal progress of the war prevented. Germany pressed 
her victories to the utmost. It was not possible to hold an as¬ 
sembly at all until the end had come and it had become necessary 
to decide terms of submission and peace. 

394. The National Assembly of 1871-1876. — On the 8th of 
February, 1871, a National Assembly was elected, and on the 
13tH of the same month it convened for the transaction of its 
business at Bordeaux. It turned out not to be a republican body. 
Of its seven hundred and sixty-eight members a majority were 
found to be in favor of a monarchical form of government. Had 
that majority been united, it could have undone the work of Gam- 
betta and his colleagues and have set a prince once more upon 
thefthrone of France. But it could not unite. Some, the ‘Le¬ 
gitimists,’ wished to see the old house of Bourbon restored; 
others were partisans of the house of Orleans; a few were im¬ 
perialists and wanted the empire of the Bonapartes set up again. 
The first business of the Assembly was easily disposed of, hu¬ 
miliating though it was. Peace was concluded with Germany 
upon her own terms, only Belfort being saved by the diplomacy 
of Thiers. The matter of real difficulty was. ( the establishment 
and maintenance of a government. For the time being, and until 
something better and more permanent could be agreed upon, the 
name and the forms of the Republic were kept. M. Grevy, a 
moderate Republican, was made President of the Assembly; M. 
Thiers, a moderate Orleanist, was chosen ‘Chief of the Executive 
Power’ of the Republic (a title presently changed f;o President); 
and the Assembly itself undertook to direct affairs, through the « 
President as its responsive agent. 

395. A Balance of Parties. — For five years the Assembly main¬ 
tained its authority and hold upon affairs. It had^been given no 
formal commission at the elections what it should do. It had 
been clearly enough understood, of course, that it was first of aU 
to come to terms of peace with Germany; but no one* knew what 
the voters had expected it would do after that. It had neither 
been commissioned to form a government nor to conduct one, and 
yet it certainly had not been forbidden to do either. The Repub- 
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licans, finding themselves in a minority, urged that the Assembly 
had no authority to make a permanent constitution, and demanded 
that it should be dissolved and the people asked to choose a new 
assembly explicitly authorized to frame a government. The 
monarchical majority, however, feared that they should not have 
such another chance as the present to frame a government to their 
own liking, and claimed that as a National Assembly elected 
without instructions the existing body had practically received 
sovereign powers from the electors and might do as it pleased, 
watching, as prudent men should, the while, the temper of the 
country. The real difficulty was to hit upon a practicable pro¬ 
gramme, agreeable to all factions of the monarchists. The 
interests of the factions proved in fact irreconcilable and it soon 
became evident to conservative add observant men of every opin¬ 
ion that the Republic must be left standing. Thiers declared 
very frankly that he would have preferred a constitutional mon¬ 
archy.; but he believed a republic to be the real preference of the 
country, and he knew that to attempt the restoration of any one 
of the royal houses would be in the highest degree dangerous and 
revolutionary under the circumstances. “The Republic exists,” 
he said; “it is the legal government of the country; to wish for 
anything else would be a revolution.” The monarchists had at 
all events lost thefr opportunity by waiting; opinion ran steadily 
against them, and itjvas presently too late. 

396. The Framing of the Constitution. — The more statesman¬ 
like and practical men amongst them saw at last very clearly that 
they must frame a republican government or none at all; but they 
determined to do as little as possible towards making the consti¬ 
tution they sVmld give it definitive and difficult of alteration. 
They would make the forms of the new government such that it 
could at any rate be readily changed* and that without radical 
amendment, into a constitutional monarchy. They gave it, ac¬ 
cordingly, as ‘simple and rudimentary a frame as possible, leav¬ 
ing almost every detail, and even some of t^e main arrangements 
of its administration, to be settled by ordinary legislation; and 
they took care to make constitutional change as easy and informal 
a matter as might be without risking immediate instability. For 
four years they experimented with the government they had: 
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defining the powers of the President and their own relations to 
him more than once, as if tentatively, and so as it were testing 
and shaping the arrangements to which they should ultimately 
give permanency. About a month after its convening the As¬ 
sembly removed from Bordeaux to Versailles. While the Com¬ 
mune ruled Paris the leaders of the Assembly could of course 
think of nothing but the measures necessary to establish order 
and the authority of the government. When order had been se- 
storSd, it was still necessary to handle the finances and arrange 
many disordered matters of administration. What with the diffi¬ 
culties of governing the country and the even greater difficulty of 
quieting its own factions, it proved impracticable for the Assem¬ 
bly to enter upon the work of constitution-making before 1873. 

The work was not completed before the closing months of 1875. 

• 

397. Meanwhile (August 31, 1871), by the same act which conferred 
upon him his new title of President of the Republic, the Assembly had 
defined its relations to Thiers, constituting him its responsible minister, 
with the right to appoint the other executive officers of the government and 
to address the Assembly upon all matters of public business, and giving 
him a term of office which should last until it should have finished its own 
business. In March, 1873, thinking him t<y> dominant in its counsels, it 
had sought to exclude the President from its debates, except upon extraor¬ 
dinary occasions, and to put a responsible cabinet *bf ministers between 
itself and the head of the government. Two months later it forced M. 
Thiers to resign and fleeted Marshal MacMahoiCto exercise the office of 
President in his stead, fixing his term at seven years and leaving the scope 
of ins authority and of his relations to the legislature to be determined by 
the definitive constitutional laws it was about to frame. It had experi¬ 
mented long enough at governing and at the making and modifying of 
Executives, and was ready, as it no doubt saw the country was, for its 
final task. 

398. Scope and Character of the Constitutional and Organic 
Laws of 1875. — In framing the laws which were tp give shape to 
the new government the Assembly distinguished between those 
which were to be ‘constitutional ’ and subject to change only by 
special processes of amendment, and those which, 'though ‘or¬ 
ganic,’ were to be left subject to change by the ordinary processes 
of statutory enactment by the two Houses of the Legislature. 
The ‘constitutional ’ laws, passed February 24th and 25th and July 
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16th, 187$, respectively, dealt in the simplest possible manner 
with the larger features of the new government’s structure and 
operation: the election and general powers of the President; the 
division of the National Assembly into two houses, a Senate and 
Chamber of Deputies; the general powers and mutual relations of 
the two Houses, the President’s relation to them, and the general 
rules which should control their assembling and adjournment. 
Two ‘organic ’ statutes, bearing date August 2nd and November 
30th, 1875, respectively, provided for the election of Senators<and 
Deputies. The only radical amendment of the ‘constitutional ’ 
laws since then effected was made in August, 1884, when almost 
the whole of the constitutional law regarding the composition and 
powers of the Senate was repealed, and replaced by an ‘organic’ 
law (that is, an ordinary statute) vVhich introduced a number of 
important changes, and left the organization and authority of the 
Senate henceforth open to the freest legislative alteration, likely 
to be checked only by the circumstance that the Senate must itself 
assent to the changes made. The ‘organic’ laws of 1875 with 
regard to elections to the Chamber of Deputies have been several 
times amended. 

399. The Sovereignty of the Chambers. — There can be no doubt 
that the National Assembly had invested Marshal MacMahon 
with the presidential power, upon the resignation of M. Thiers 
in May, 1873, with a distinct purpose. MacMahon was at once a 
popular and p'atriotic soldier and a partisan of monarchy. It was 
hoped that he might keep the chief executive place of the nation 
warm for some sovereign to be afterwards agreed upon and en¬ 
throned, — not necessarily by coup d’itat: perhaps by a mere 
modification of the constitutional laws with regard to the person 
and powers of the head of the state. Sovereignty, nevertheless, 
passed under the new constitution to th? new National Assembly, 
the Senate and Chamber of Deputies. The ‘constitutional ’ laws 
of 1875 can be Changed at will by the legislature which they called 
into existence: changed by the simple substitution of action in 
joint Assembly for the ordinary separate action in two houses. 
The Senators* and Deputies have but to unite in National Assem¬ 
bly to become as sovereign as the Assembly which created them 
(see sec. 411). They are, besides, the sole judges of their own 
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constitutional powers. No courts restrain them. France, like 
England, vests in her parliament a complete sovereignty of dis¬ 
cretion as to its own acts. 

400. The principal difference between the two cases is, that the English 
Parliament may exercise all its powers in the same way, by the ordinary 
procedure of enactment, whether it changes by the act a mere detail of 
the common law or a chief arrangement of the constitution of the realm, 
while the French chambers are put under limitations of procedure in 
respect of every alteration of the fundamental law. 

401. The constitutional arrangements thus effected have this 
admirable difference from all other previous constitutions France 
has had since the Revolution: they do not pretend to constitute 
the whole body of her fundamental public law. They exclude 
neither precedent nor growth. In practice even the precedents 
of'previous constitutions have been suffered to have a part in sup¬ 
plementing them. So much of former constitutional usage as is 
not incompatible with the laws and character of the Republic is 
regarded as still in force. There has been no absolute break 
with the past, but only a new construction on old foundations. 

402. The Chamber of Deputies. — It was the hope of the consti¬ 
tution-makers of 1875 that the Senate would have equal weight 
in affairs with the Chamber of Deputies; but^that hope has been 
disappointed. Effective power has fallen from' the first to the 
popular chamber, and the Senate has been .thrust iqto a secondary 
role. Of the choice of members of the Chamber of Deputies, the 
constitutional laws say no more than that they shall be elected 
by universal suffrage. ‘Organic ’ statute law has organized the 
Chamber on the basis of one deputy to every seventy thousand 
inhabitants. Deputies must be at least twenty-five years of age,» 
and their term, unless the Chamber be sooner dissolved, is four 
years. The eighty-six Departments into which the country is 
divided are the basis of representation in the Chamber, as in the 
Senate (sec. 406). To each Department is assigned a certain 
number of deputies, according to its population; every Depart¬ 
ment, however, whatever its population, being entitled to at least 
three representatives. The deputies are elected, not ‘at large’ 
for the whole Department, that is, on a general ticket, but by 
districts, as members of our federal Houge of Representatives 
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are chosen^in the States (sec. 1286). The Arrondissements serve 
as ‘congressional districts,’ as we should call them,—and this 
method of voting is accordingly known in France as scrutin 
d’arrondissement (ballot by arrondissement). 

403. This was the original arrangement of 1875; bat in 1885 the system 
of voting for deputies in each Department on a general ticket, as we vote 
for presidential electors in the States, was introduced, being called scrutin 
de lisle (ballot by list). It was adopted at the suggestion of Gambetta, 
Who thought that a system of general tickets would give his party a freer 
sweep of popular majorities. In 1889, however, scrutin d'arrondisseitlent 
was reestablished, because scrutin de lisle had given too free a sweep to 
the popular majorities of General Boulanger, 

404. The principal colonies, too, are entitled to representation 
in the Chamber. Algiers sends «five deputies; Cochin-China, 
Guadaloupe, Guyana, India, Martinique, Reunion, and Senegal 
each send one. All counted, there are five hundred and eighty- 
foui; deputies. Elections to the Chamber do not take place at 
regular intervals and on fixed dates named by statute, but must be 
ordered by decree from the President of the Republic in each case. 
The law directs, however, that the President must order an elec¬ 
tion within sixty days, or, in case of a dissolution, within two 
months after the expiration of a ternf of the Chamber; and that 
the new Chamber nAist come together within the ten days follow¬ 
ing the election. At least twenty days must separate decree and 
day of election. 

406. # Election by Majority. — The law governing the election of 
Deputies provides against choice by plurality on the first ballot; and the 
result is unfortunate. If there are more than two candidates in an elec¬ 
toral district fltn arrondissement), an election on the first ballot is possi¬ 
ble only if one of the candidates receives an absolute majority of all the 
votes cast not only, but also at least one-fc*irth as many votes as there 
are registered voters in the district. If no one receives such a majority, 
another vote must be taken two weeks later, and at this a plurality is 
sufficient to elfist. The result is, that the multiplication of parties, or 
rather the multiplication of groups and factions within the larger party 
lines, from which France naturally suffers overmuch, is directly encour¬ 
aged. Rival groups are tempted to show their strength on the first ballot 
in an election, for the purpose of winning a place or exchanging favor 
for favor in the second. They lose nothing by failing in the first; they 
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may gain concessions or be more regarded another time by showing a 
little strength; and rivalry is encouraged, instead of consolidation. Prance 
cannot afford to foster factions. 

406. The Senate. — By an act of the National Assembly passed 
August 14th, 1884, almost the whole of the constitutional law of 
February 24th, 1875, relating to the organization of the Senate 
and to the qualifications and election of senators was stripped of 
its ‘constitutional ’ character and became an ordinary statute. 
Four months later it was replaced by the act of December 9th, 
1884. In all that respects its organization and in much that re¬ 
spects its powers the Senate has become a merely statutory body. 
So far as the ‘constitutional ’ laws are concerned, it might be con¬ 
stituted by executive appointment or by lot. By statute it has 
been made to consist of three hundred members chosen by ‘elec¬ 
toral colleges ’ specially constituted for the purpose in the several 
Departments and colonies, and the term of senatorship has been 
fixed at nine years. Forty years has been declared the minimum 
age for senators. The electoral college for the choice of senators 
is composed in each Department of the deputies from the Depart¬ 
ment, the members of the ‘General Council ’ of the Department 
(sec. 447), and the members of the Councils of its several Arron- 
dissements (sec. 455), together with delegates chosen in each 
Commune by the Communal Council from among the qualified 
voters of the Commune (see. 464). One-third of the membership 
of the Senate is renewed every three years. In legal powers 
the Senate is in all respects upon a footing of equality with 
the Chamber of Deputies, except that money bills must origi¬ 
nate with the Chamber; and though it has in practice been con¬ 
ceded that the Senate may amend them, it has been doubted 
whether it can of strict legal right add to money bills. In 
political power, of course, the Chamber overshadows and domi¬ 
nates the Senate. 

407. Until 1884 the law provided that seventy-fire of the senatorial 
seats were to be filled by the choice of the Senate itself, and held for life. 
By virtue of the constitutional change effected in 1884, all vacancies occur¬ 
ring in these life-memberships are now filled by electioh in the Depart¬ 
ments, as other seats are, and for the usual term of nine years. This 
process will in time, of course, do away with all life-membership. 
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408. Legislation determines from time to time how many senators shall 
be elected by each Department. According to the present distribution ten 
are returned by the city of Paris, which itself constitutes the Department 
of the Supine. Other Departments vary in their representation from two to 
eight. “ The following elect one senator each : the Territory of Belfort, the 
three Departments of Algeria, the four colonies, Martinique, Guadaloupe, 
Reunion, French Indies.” (Law of Dec. 9, 1884.) 

409. In Case of Usurpation. — In case the Chambers should be ille¬ 
gally dissolved or hindered from assembling, the General Councils of the 
Departments are to convene without delay in their respective places of 
meeting and take the necessary steps for preserving order and qftiet. 
Each Council is to choose two delegates to join delegates from the other 
Councils in assembling at the place whither the members of the legal gov¬ 
ernment and the regular representatives of the people who have escaped 
the tyranny have betaken themselves. The extraordinary assembly thus 
brought together is authorized to constitute itself for business when half 
the Departments shall be represented; and it may take any steps that 
may be necessary to maintain order, administer affairs, and establish rthe 
independence of the regular Chambers. It is dissolved, ipso facto, so soon 
aS the regular Chambers can come together. If that be not possible, it is 
to order a general election, within one month after its own assembling. 

410. The National Assembly: its Functions. — The Senate and 
Chamber of Deputies meet together in joint session as a National 
Assembly for two purpose’s: the revision of the Constitution and 
the election of theTresident of the Eepublic. Since November, 
1879, the Houses have met for the performance of their ordinary 
legislative functions in Paris; as a National Assembly they meet 
in Versailles, apart from the exciting influences of the great capi¬ 
tal, which has led so many assemblies captive. Whether met for 
the election of the President or for the revision of the Constitu¬ 
tion, tfie Natfonal Assembly must do the single thing which it 

has convened to do and then at once adjourn. For the election 
of the President there are clearly determined times and occa¬ 
sions : whenever the office of President falls vacant, whether by 
the death or resignation of the President or by the expiration of 
his term. 

411. Revision of Constitution. —A revision of the Consti¬ 
tution may take place whenever the two Houses are agreed that 
revision is necessary. It has, thus far, been customary for the 
Houses to consider separately beforehand not only the propriety 
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of a revision, —that standing constitutional rules'require, —but 
also the particular points at which revision is necessary and 
the lines on which it should proceed; and to know each other’s 
minds on these important heads before agreeing to a National 
Assembly. Alike for the election of a President and for the 
adoption of constitutional amendments an absolute majority vote 
of the united Chambers suffices. 

412. It might easily happen that the majority in one of the Houses 
ould be outvoted on joint ballot in National Assembly. If such were 
likely to be the case, that majority could hardly be expected to con¬ 
sent readily to a joint session. France has, not two, but many national 
parties, and it is not always possible to effect the same combination of 
factions in support of a measure in both the Houses. Cases must fre¬ 
quently arise in which a joint vote of the Houses upon a particular measure 
would carry with it defeat to the policy preferred in one of them. And 
yet there is no legal obstacle to prevent the majority in a joint session 
taking up and deciding questions not agreed upon beforehand. The only 
guarantee is good faith. 

413. The National Assembly is the most completely sovereign 
body known to the Constitution, there being but one thing it 
cannot do under existing law: it cannot sit as long as it pleases. 
Its sessions must not exceqd in lengtji the duration of an ordi¬ 
nary legislative session (five months). It is. indeed, forbidden, 
besides, to consider the repeal of republican government; but it 
could repeal the law which forbids it. , 

414. The officers of the Senate act as officers of the National Assembly. 
They consist of a President, four Vice-Presidents, six Secretaries, and 
four Qutestois, elected for one year. The Chamber of Deputies has the 
same offices, with the addition of two more secretaryships. 

415. The President of the Republic. — The president, elected by> 
the joint ballot of the Chambers, is titular head of the Executive 
of France. His term of office is seven years. He has the power 
of appointing and removing all officers of the public service. He 
has no veto on legislation, but he is authorized to demand a re¬ 
consideration of any»measure by the Houses. He can adjourn the 
Chambers at any time (though not more than twi$e during the 
same session) for any period not exceeding one month; he can 
close a regular session of the Houses at his discretion after it has 
continued five months, and an extra session,when he pleases; and 
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he can, with the consent of the Senate, dissolve the Chamber of 
Deputies, even before the expiration of the five mouths of its 
regular session. A dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies 
puts an end also to the sessions, though not to the life, of the 
Senate; for it cannot act, except as a court, without the Chamber. 
In the event of a dissolution, as has been said, the President 
must order a new election to be held within two months there¬ 
after, and the Houses must convene within ten days after the 
election. “ The President is responsible in case of high treason 
only,” says the constitutional law of February 25th, 1875; and, 
in case of high treason the Chamber must impeach, the Senate 
try, him. As a matter of fact, however, four out of the six 
Presidents of the Eepublic have been Idrced or have chosen to 
resign. Hot one has completed his full term of seven years: for 
Carnot was assassinated and Faure has been (1897) but two years 
in office. 

416. The only limitation put by law upon the choice of the National 
Assembly in electing a President of the Republic is, that no one shall be 
chosen President who is a member of any family which has occupied the 
throne of Prance. Members of these families are also excluded from 
seats in either the Chamber pr the Senatt;. 

417. The President’s power of dissolving the Chamber might, on occa¬ 
sion, be used to bar even the proceedings of the National Assembly. The 
consent of the Senate having been obtained, the President could dissolve 
the Chamber while the •National Assembly was in pession, and so deprive 
that body of two-thirds of its members, leaving it without that ‘ absolute 
major^y,’ lacking which it can take no authoritative action. Such a 
course would, however, be clearly revolutionary, — more revolutionary 
than any action of the Assembly that it might be used to prevent, — and 
woulcf, though perhaps technically defensible, have no real sanction of law. 

418. Influence of President and Senate. — The President and Senate, 
it will be seen, are given a really very gre^it power of control over the 
Chamber of Deputies. It is within the choice of the President to moder¬ 
ate the exoesses of the Chamber by returning bills to it for reconsidera¬ 
tion, or by adjourning it during a period of too great excitement; and it 
is within the choice of the President and Senate acting together to appeal 
from its decisions to the constituencies by a dissolution. The Senate, 
moreover, has once and again been given so many members of real weight 
of character and distinction of career that it would seem to have been in 
a position to act in restraint of the Chamber with firmness and success. 
But, though the Natiqpal Assembly which elected Thiers and MacMahon 
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and put together the framework of the constitution may hare intended the 
new government to be in some real sense a government by the President, 
it has in fact never shown the President in any degree a master in affairs 
since the days of MacMalion himself. MacMahon exercised thfe power of 
dissolution, with the approval of the Senate; but the change of Deputies 
only taught him the real character of the government, as a government 
subject to the will of the Chamber. Year by year the subordinate position 
of the Senate and the irregular but always irresistible power of the Chamber 
have become more and more obvious. The later presidents have been ipen 
of so little commanding force and the Senate has played so timid a part 
in affairs that their position of advantage has been altogether sacrificed ; 
and the unbridled license of the Chamber constitutes one of the chief 
menaces to the success and even to the existence of the Republic. 

419. The Cabinet and. the Council of Ministers. — A Cabinet of 
ministers constitutes a link between the President and the Cham¬ 
bers : and the political functions of this Cabinet are amongst the 
central features of government in France. It is to be carefully 
distinguished from the Council of ministers; both the Cabinet-and 
the Council consist of the same persons; but the Cabinet is a 
political body exclusively, while the Council has only adminis¬ 
trative functions. The distinction illustrates pointedly the 

double capacity of the ministers. 

• * 

420. The Ministries. — There are now eleven ministers: the Minister 
of Justice, filling the office filled before the Revolution by the Chancellor; 
the Minister of Finance, who lias taken the place of the Comptroller-Gen¬ 
eral of ante-revolutionary days (sec. 386) ; the Minister o¥ War, who acts 
as head of the administrative department created in the time of Mazarin 
(1644); the Minister of Marine and the Colonies (1644) j the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs (1644) ; the Minister of the Interior, an office created by 
the Constituent Assembly in 1791, by a consolidation of the prerevolu¬ 
tionary offices of Comptroller-General and Minister of the lioyal Household, 
except so far as the functions of the Comptroller-General were financial 
and bestowed upon the Minister of Finance; the Minister of Public Instruc¬ 
tion (1848), Religion (1848), and the Fine Arts; the Minister of Public 
Works; the Minister of Agriculture (an office created ip 1812, but after, 
wards abolished, to be revived in 1828-30); the Minister of Trade and 
Industry; and the AJinister of Posts and Telegraphs. These last two 
offices were created in 1848 by subtraction from the department of the 
Interior. ' 

421. The Cabinet. — As a Cabinet, the ministers represent the 
Chambers. They are commonly chosen froip amongst the mem- 
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hers of the Houses; but, whether members or not, they have, as 
ministers, the right to attend all sessions of the Chambers and to 
take a specially privileged part in debate. The same right ex¬ 
tends also to the Under-secretaries of Finance, of the Interior, 
of the Colonies, and of Fine Arts, who are, consequently, usually 
members of the Chambers. 

A minister may speak at any time in the Chambers; not even the 
cloture (previous question) can exclude him. 

In 1888 the Minister of War was without a seat in the Chamber. 

422. The Council of ministers. —As an administrative Council 
the ministers are, in official rank at least, subordinate to the 
President, who is the Chief Executive. The Council sits in his 
presence, though not under his presidency, but under that of a 
special ‘President of the Council’ chosen by the ministers fretn 
amongst their own number. Tts duty is to exercise a general 
oversight of the administration of the laws, with a view to giving 
unity of direction to affairs of state. In case of the death, resig¬ 
nation, or incapacitation of the President of the Republic, the 
Council is to act in his stead until the National Assembly can 
meet and elect his successor. Its members are ex officio members 
of the Council of Piate, the highest judicial tribunal of the Re¬ 
public for the determination of administrative cases (sec. 468). 

423. Relation of the .ministers to the President. — The Council 
of Ministers is a body recognized by law, the Cabinet is not: it 
is only the ministers in consultation concerning matters affecting 
their political responsibility: it is, aside from such meetings for 
consultation, ojily a name representing their union in responsi¬ 
bility. But the two names, Council and Cabinet, furnish con¬ 
venient means for making plain the various relations of the 
ministers to the President. As a Council they are, in a s6nse, 
his creation; a^a Cabinet they are, in a sense, his masters. The 
Executive Departments or Ministries over which they preside 
are the creation, not of the Constitution or o$ statutes, but of the 
President’s cfacree. No decree of the President is valid, however, 
unless countersigned by the minister whose department is affected. 
Any such decree must, too, almost necessarily affect the budget, 
and must in that way come within the control of the ministers 
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and the Chambers. The ministers are the President’s appointees; 
but he must appoint ministers who are in agreement with the 
majority in the Chambers, and they are responsible to the Cham¬ 
bers alone for their conduct in office. The President is the head 
of the administration; but his salary is dependent upon the 
annual budget which the Minister of Finance presents to the 
Chambers: and the items of the budget are matter of agreement 
between the ministers and the Chambers. * 

424. All these ‘buts’ are so many fingers pointing to the 
power of the Cabinet over the President. The Ministers are in 
fact not his representatives, but representatives of the Chambers. 
In this capacity they control not the policy only, but also the 
patronage of the government. , Naturally the President’s appoint¬ 
ments, needing, as they do in every ease, the countersignature of 
a minister, are in general the appointments of the ministers; and 
their appointments are too often bestowed according to their in¬ 
terest in the Chambers, — are too often used, in short, to be cast 
as bait for votes. 

425. The Patronage of Office, indeed, threatens to become even more 
of a menace to good government in France than it has been to good govern¬ 
ment in our own country und&r the federal system of appointment. The 
number of offices in the gift of the ministers in Prance is vastly greater 
than the number within the gift of the President of the United States; 
and the ministers’ need to please the Chambers by favojs of any and all 
kinds is incomparably greater than our President's need to please Con¬ 
gress, since they are dependent upon the good-will of the Chambers for 
their tenure of office, while he is not dependent on Congress for bis. 

426. There have never yet been in France, however, any such whole¬ 
sale removals from office upon the going out of one administration and the 
coming in of another as we have seen again and again in this country ;* 
because there has really been no radical change of administration in 
France since the days of ‘MacMahon. In this country, as in England, 
there are two great national parties, and the government is now in the 
hands of one and again in the hands of the other. But in France a change 
of cabinet means nothing more than a change from tBe leadership of one 
group of Republicansto the leadership of another, —or, at most, a change 
from the leadership of Republicans to the leadership of Radicals, who are 
simply extreme republicans. In England we hear of “Her Majesty’s 
Opposition ”: the party of the minority for the time being is known to be 
as patriotic, as much attached to the existing form of government, as safe 
to entrust power to, should It obtain a majority in the Commons, as the 
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party In office. But In France it is not so. Until very recent years, the 
only real party opposed to the Republicans was made up of persons known 
or susi^cted to be hostile to the very form of government under which the 
country is living. The people have never given it a majority in the 
Chamber, and have never been willing to entrust it with office. One 
group of Republicans, therefore, succeeds another; one faction goes out 
of office, another c'omes in. Generally a new cabinet, just come in, is 
composed in part of men who held office also in the cabinet just thrust out. 
it is a change only of chief figures. And so wholesale removals from 
office do not take place. 

427. Ministerial Responsibility. — The responsibility of the 
ministers to the Chambers is of law, and not simply of custom 
as in England. Their tenure of office is dependent upon the 
favor of the Houses. It would d-subtless be so without law, for 
no policy of theirs could succeed without legislative approval and 
support, and it is French precedent as well as English for minis¬ 
ters to resign when defeated. They resign because they will not 
carry*out measures of which they disapprove. In theory their 
responsibility is to both Houses; but, as a matter of fact, it is 
only to the Chamber of Deputies. The votes of the Senate alone 
seldom make or unmake Cabinets; that has come to be recog' 
njzed as the prerogative Of the popular Chamber, which is more 
directly representative of the nation. 

428. Questions and Interpellations. — The ministers may be 
held closely to their responsibility at every turn of their policy 
by means of various simple and effective forms of inquiry on the 
part of*the Chambers. First of all is the direct question. Any 
member of either House may, after due notice given to the min¬ 
ister dbncerndd, ask any question as to affairs of state; and an 
answer is demanded, by custom at least, to every question which 
can be answered publicly without detriment to the public interest. 
Next to the direct question, which is a matter between the indi¬ 
vidual questioner and the minister questioned, comes that broader 
form of challenging the policy of the Cabinet, known in France 
as the ‘Interpellation.’ The simple questidlier must first get the 
consent of thb minister to hear his question; an interpellation, on ' 
the contrary, can be brought on without awaiting the acquiescence 
of the minister. It is a special and formal challenge of the 
policy or action of the. Cabinet on some matter of the day, and is 
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commonly the occasion of a general debate. It usually results in 
a vote expressive of confidence or want of confidence in the min* 
isters, as the case may be. It is the question exalted into a 
subject of formal discussion: it is the weightiest form of interro¬ 
gating ministers: it makes them and all that they have done the 
objects of set attack and defence. A third and still more formal 
method of bringing administrative acts under the scrutiny of the 
Chambers consists in the appointment of a Committee of Investi¬ 
gation. 

429. The power of interpellation has been so indiscriminately and un¬ 
wisely used in France as seriously to discredit her system of cabinet gov¬ 
ernment. The Chamber of Deputies is notoriously an intemperate body, 
and it seems constantly inclined to make of government a game at which 
it may match its wits with those of the ministers of the day. Interpella¬ 
tion is unhesitatingly used to take the ministers by surprise. Deputies 
lie in wait to take them at a disadvantage. They are ‘interpellated,’ 
moreover, most often, not upon questions of first-rate importance or in 
any way representative of their policy, but upon trivial matters of the 
moment. A sudden impulse upon a minor question of administratioa 
often determines the vote, and a cabinet goes out, it may be, as if by a 
trick, — not because its policy has been rejected or discredited, but be¬ 
cause a chance and temporary majority has. been got together against it. 
It is said that “ out of the twenty-nine ministries tjiat have resigned in 
consequence of a vote of the Chamber of Deputies since the cabinet has 
been made responsible, ten have fallen on account of orders of the day 
moved after an interpellation, or in course of a debate. Several of these 
orders covered, indeed, the general policy of the cabinet, but others had 
no such broad significance.” (Lowell, I., 122.) 

480. The ministers are, therefore, hardly more than nominally the 
leaders of the Chamber, holding their authority for brief periqds and 
upon a very precarious tenure. For a little they represent a combination 
of Republican groups; they have almost never since the establishment of 
the Republic had a thoroughly homogeneous majority behind them. The 
Chamber treats them as if they were still the agents and appointees of 
a monarch, instead of its own representatives, and is jealous and suspi¬ 
cious of them at every turn. The system no doubt awaits for its success¬ 
ful operation the fonq^tion of two coherent national parties, capable of 
organizing for government instead of merely for rivalry. 

f 

431. The Course of.Legislation. — All propositions alike, whether 
made by ministers or by private members, have to go to a special 
committee for consideration before reaching a debate and vote by 



THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 


231 


the whole House; but the propositions of private members must 
pass another test before they reach even a special committee. 
They mqst go first to the ‘Monthly Committee on Parliamentary 
Initiative,’ and it is only after hearing the report of that Com¬ 
mittee upon bills submitted to it that the House determines 
whether particular measures shall be taken under further consid¬ 
eration and advanced to the special-committee stage. A vote of 
emergency taken upon the introduction of a measure can, how¬ 
ever, rescue a ministerial bill from all committee liandling,*and 
a private member’s bill from the delays of the Initiative Com¬ 
mittee. 

432. The Committees. —The committee organization of the 
House is worthy of special remark. Every month during the 
session, the members of the Chamber of Deputies are divided by 
lot into eleven, those of the Senate into nine, Bureaux. These 
Bureaux select four ‘monthly committees,’ one on ‘Leave,’ one 
on ‘Petitions,’ one on ‘Parliamentary Initiative,’ and one on 
‘ Local Interests, ’ and one annual committee on the Budget, — each 
Bureau contributing its member or members. The Bureaux 
select, moreover, all the special committees to which bills are 
referred, except when the House prefers itself to elect a com¬ 
mittee; and they themselves consider matters referred to them. 

483. It will be seen that this arrangement, making the composition of 
the Bureaux Mependeni* upon lot, as it does, and providing for the monthly 
reconstitution alike of the Bureaux and of the committees which they 
select* must effectually prevent the recognition or maintenance of party 
lines in the formation either of the Bureaux or of the committees, and 
seenjp in that, way very well adapted to check the factional ardors of the 
Chamber. But the very existence of committees and of the matter-of- 
course reference of all measures to their consideration, means that the 
Chamber insists upon examining and siting all proposals for itself, 
whether they have been introduced by the ministers or not. It means, 
consequently,, that the leadership of the ministers is thus still further 
broken and embarrassed. The committees will always iusist upon put¬ 
ting some touch at least of their own handiwork jipon the bills submitted 
to them; and even the ministers may count upon seeing their proposals 
pulled about and altered. 

434. The Budget Committee. — All financial matters are con¬ 
sidered by special standing committees chosen for one year; in 
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the Chamber of Deputies by a Budget Committee composed of 
thirty-three members, and in the Senate by a Finance Committee 
composed of eighteen members; and these Committees, like other 
standing committees, arrogate to themselves something like abso¬ 
lute domination of the financial policy of the government, with 
the result of robbing financial legislation of order and consistency, 
and of sadly obscuring the responsibility of the ministers. Other 
committees simply consider and report; the Budget Committee 
undertakes often radically to revise, sometimes altogether to 
transform, ministerial proposals, originating when it was meant 
only to control. 1 

435. Government by the Chambers. — Ministerial responsibility 
has rapidly degenerated in France, during the past few years, into gov¬ 
ernment by the Chambers, or, worse still, government by the Chamber of 
deputies. Ministerial responsibility is compatible with ministerial leader¬ 
ship ; and under a ministry really given leave to direct the course of 
public policy, the Chambers judging and controlling but not directing, 
that policy might have dignity, consistency, and strength. But in France 
the ministers have, more and more as the years of the Republic have multi¬ 
plied, been made to substitute for originative leadership submissive obedi¬ 
ence, complete servility to the wishes, and even to the whims, of the 
Chamber of Deputies. The extraordinary functions which have been 
arbitrarily assumed by the Budget Committee simply mirror the whole 
political situation in France. The Chamber has Undertaken to govern, 
with or without the leadership of ministers. So capricious, so wilful has 
it been in its rejection of every minister who wiw.ld not at once willingly 
serve its moods, so impatient indeed of all real ministerial leadership, that 
almost every public man of experience and ability in France has now been 
in one way or another discredited by its action ; and France is staggering 
under that most burdensome, that most intolerable of all forms of gov¬ 
ernment, government by mass meeting, — by an inorganic^ popular assem¬ 
bly. It is this state of affairs which has once and again called forth so * 
loud a demand for a revision of the Constitution, and which has seemed 
upon at least one notable occasion to create an opportunity for another 
return to some sort of dictatorship. 

436. The Administrative and Judicial Powers Of the Executive. 

— It must not be supposed, because the life of a ministry is short 
and its leadership in the houses uncertain, that it»wholly lacks 
power while it lasts. It inherits the traditional prerogatives of the 

1 See the JBevue des Deux Monies for Nov. 1, J886, p. 226 et seq. 
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French Executive, and they are very great. The powers of the 
President are the powers of the ministers. His power to exe¬ 
cute and administer the laws means, according to the immemorial 
practice in France, that he may not only freely interpret the 
laws but may also supplement them to meet circumstances and 
cover cases which the legislature did not foresee or provide for. 
He may not disregard the plain principles of the law, indeed, but 
ha need not be restrained by its detail; and in shaping adminis¬ 
trative arrangements, instructing officials, and developing plans 
to meet the requirements of public business the executive au¬ 
thority exercised by the ministers through the President’s decrees 
is in most cases wholly free from the trammels of statute. The 
Executive is expected to shape the laws to the cases that arise, 
and to supplement them where they lack completeness. The 
laws are, accordingly, for the most part themselves without,de¬ 
tailed provisions. They give the officers of state who are to exe¬ 
cute •'them a principle by which to go rather than a body of 
minute instructions. The legality of administrative action, more¬ 
over, is tested, when challenged, not by the ordinary courts of 
law, in which private rights are determined and guarded, but 
by special administrative, tribunals in which the utmost latitude 
of discretion on th£ part of officers of state is the principle chiefly 
respected and enforced. The Executive inherits a very absolute 
tradition of power. 

• 

437. The President’s power to ‘ dispose of the armed force ’ of the 
nation has been employed in such a way as almost to amount to a decla¬ 
ration of war, in some of the aggressive colonial schemes into which recent 
French ministries have allowed themselves to be drawn. There goes with 
the executive power of appointment, too, an absolute power of removal 
from office, and all the vast official machinery of a centralized state is 
under the hands of the ministers to use alnjost as they will. 

43$. Departmental Functions. — The main duties of most of the 
Departments ’%r 0 sufficiently indicated by their names. The 
Ministry of Justice controls the administration of civil, criminal, 
and commdrcial law; in other words, is set over the judicial sys¬ 
tem of the country. Not over the whole of it, however. The 
strict differentiation of functions insisted upon in France assigns 
to the Ministry of War, the Ministry of Marine, and the Minis- 
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try of the Interior respectively, the administration of military, 
marine, and administrative law. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
controls the relations of France with foreign countries. The 
Ministry of the Interior undertakes all duties not assigned to any 
other executive Department. That of Finance collects, handles, 
disburses, and accounts for the revenues of the state. That of 
War directs all military affairs. That of Marine and the Colonies 
has, added to the duty of managing the navy, the duty of acting 
for the colonies as all departments in one. The Ministry of Pub¬ 
lic Instruction, Religion, and the Fine Arts organizes and oversees 
education, from the primary schools up to the University, medi¬ 
ates between church and state, buys works of art for the state, 
directs the public art-schools, museums, and art-exhibitions, sub¬ 
sidizes the theatres, exercises'a censorship over the drama, su¬ 
perintends conservatories and schools of music and oratory, and 
supervises the state manufactories of Sevres ware and tapestry. 
The Ministry of Public Works is entrusted with the management 
of the public highways, including the railways, and of the state 
mines, with the inspection of shipping and the care of seaports 
and lighthouses, and with the direction of the schools of engineer¬ 
ing and architecture. The Ministry of Agriculture is charged with 
the care of the forests, the proper irrigation of # the country, over¬ 
sight and assistance in the breeding of live-stock, sanitary regu¬ 
lations with reference to cattle diseases, and the administration 
of the various aids 'given by law to agriculture. The Ministry 
of Trade and Industry undertakes to provide for the interior com¬ 
merce of the country the facilities afforded by special courts 
of law, bourses and chambers of commerce, duly commissioned 
middle-men and factors, life-insurance companies, savings banks, 
and accident funds, the official examination and warranty of cer¬ 
tain classes of manufactured goods, the policing of markets, and 
the granting of patents and trade-marks; for the foreign com¬ 
merce of the country, it regulates duties and impplts, offers pre¬ 
miums for shipbuilding and seamanship, and collects statistics. 
A special ‘Bureau of Industrial Societies’ was added to this 
‘ Department in 1886. The Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs sees 
to the carrying and delivery of the mails, and to the telegraphic 
service of the country. 
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439. Tfye duties of most of these ministries illustrate the range 
of function assumed by the government in France (secs. 1479, 
1480) more conspicuously than they illustrate the form and spirit 
of her political institutions. A mirror of the political life of 
France is to be found in the organization of the Ministry of the 
Interior, which is more largely concerned than any other Depart¬ 
ment with the multifarious details of local government. 


Local Government. 

440. France still preserves the administrative divisions created 
by*the Constituent Assembly in December, 1789. Instead of the 
old system of ecclesiastical dioceses, military provinces, and ad¬ 
ministrative ‘generalities ’ (sec. 38^), with their complexities and 
varieties of political regulation and local privilege, there is a 
system, above all things simple and symmetrical, of Departments 
divided into Arrondissements, Arrondissements divided into Can¬ 
tons, and Cantons divided into Communes. Much the most signifi¬ 
cant of these divisions is the Department: whether for military, 
judicial, educational, or political administration, it is the impor¬ 
tant, the persistent unit of organization; arrondissement, canton, 
and commune are only divisions of the Department, — not frac¬ 
tions of France, but only fractions of her Departments. The 
canton, indeed, is little more than an election district; and the 
arrondissement is on 7 jr a fifth wheel in the administration of 
the Department. The symmetry of local government is perfect 
throughout. Everywhere the central government superintends 
the local elective bodies; and everywhere those bodies enjoy the 
same privileges and are hedged in by the same limitations of 

* power. 

441. The several parts of the systejn of local government in 
France will thus be seen to rest, not upon any historical ground¬ 
work, creating, each a vital whole, with traditions of local self- 
government handed down from an older time of freedom, but upon 
a bureaucratic groundwork of system. If,»therefore, France is 
now approaching confirmed democracy and complete self-govern-. 
ment, as there is good reason to believe she is, she is building, 
not upon a basis of old habit, fixed firmly in the stiff soil of wont 



286 


THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE. 


and prejudice, but upon a basis of new habit widely separated 
from old wont, depending upon the shifting soil of new develop¬ 
ments of character, new aptitudes, new purposes. Her new ways 
run across, not with, the grain of her historical nature. Her 
self-government is a-making instead of resting upon something 
already made. 

442. The Department; the Prefect. —The central figure of 
French administration is the Prefect, the legal successor of the 
Intendant (sec. 384). He is the agent of the central government 
in the Department. He is the recruiting officer of that district, 
its treasurer, its superintendent of schools, 1 its chief of police, its 
executive officer in all undertakings of importance, and the ap- 
pointer of most of its subordinate officials. He fills a double 
capacity: he is the agent and appointee of the central govern¬ 
ment, and at the same time the agent of the local legislative 
authorities. He is at once member and overseer of the General 
Council of his Department; and he is necessarily its agent, inas¬ 
much as he commands, as representative of the authorities in 
Paris, all the instrumentalities through which its purposes must 
be effected. A minister can veto any act of a Prefect, — for he 
is the representative of any minister who needs his executive aid 
in the Department, —but no minister .can override him and act 
by his own direct authority. Until he is dismissed the minister 
must act through him. 

443. When acting as the agent of the central authorities in 
carrying out the prbvisions of general statutes or of general ad¬ 
ministrative regulations the Prefect has, of course, no choice but 
to obey the orders he receives from the ministers in Paris. But 
when he acts in local matters, he may use his own discretion and 
can be brought to book only by judicial process and upon com¬ 
plaint. It is of great consequence, therefore, that his powers in 
the field of local government are so many and so important. He 
prepares the budget of the Department not only but also all the 
other business upon which the General Council of the Department 
(secs. 447-452) is exnected to act. His initiative determines the 
greater part of what that Council does; and it can act only through 
him in getting its resolutions carried into effect. His police 

1 He appoints and disciplines the teachers. 
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power extends beyond the organization and government of the 
police of the Department to the, at any rate, indirect control of 
the police organization and the police regulations of the Com¬ 
munes, m£ny of which are great cities, with elective officers of 
their own (sec. 458). Every mayor’s police appointments must 
be confirmed by him, and he alone can remove police officials 
from office in the Communes. ‘Police ’ affairs, in France, more- 
sver, cover not merely the preservation of order and the enforce¬ 
ment of the law, but also such important matters as those, for 
sxample, which concern the public health. In respect of some 
matters of local management, too, the Prefect can act by direct 
orders of his own, addressed to the officials of the Communes, as 
if to his own immediate subordinates. He can in his discretion 
suspend the mayor of a Commune fyom office for a month’s time; 
he can suspend also the session of a communal council (sec. 4C4) 
Cor a like period. 

*444. The Prefect may take part in the proceedings of the General 
Council of the Department at any time except when his accounts are being 
considered. 

445. Sucii is the legal position of the Prefect. His actual position is 
somewhat different. The politics of the Republic, one of whose tendencies 
has been to contribute by degrees to local self-government, is making the 
Prefect more and more largely the executive agent of the General Council 
of his Department; and has, moreover, already made his office a party 
prize. He is appointed by the Minister of the Interior and is in law first of 
all and chiefly the representative of the Interior. Put the other ministers 
also, as has been said, act through him in many things. The result is that 
his office is often emptied and filled again upon a change of ministers, — a 
change, that is, of the ruling group in the Chamber. lie frequently owes 
his agpointmejit to the favorable influence of the deputies and senators 
from his Department with the Minister of the Interior and he is kept, by 
his personal relations with them, close to local influences. He is, conse¬ 
quently, not the autocrat he was under Napoleon. He is, rather, the 
trimmer to local opinion too often found under popular governments. 

446. The Spoils System in France. — French administration in all 
its branches, indeed, and in all grades of its service, from the lowest to 
the highest, has suffered profound corruption thrcmgh the introduction of 
the fatal idea that public office may and should be used as a reward for 
party or personal services. Ministers have adopted, all too readily, the 
damning practice of distributing offices among their party followers as pay 
for party activity, and even among the friends and constituents of deputies, 
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in exchange for support iu the Chamber. And of course, when short of 
gifts to bestow, the temptation is to empty as many offices as possible of 
opponents or luke-warm friends in order to have places to give away. 
This policy is likely to be doubly fatal to good government in Prance 
because of the very frequent changes of ministry at present characteristic 
of her politics. (Compare secs. 426,427.) 

447. The General Council of the Department. —The legislative 
body of the Department is the General Council, which is made 
up of representatives chosen, one from each canton, by universal 
suffrage. Except during a session of the Chambers, the Presi¬ 
dent of the Republic may at any time dissolve the General Council 
of a Department for cause. The election of representatives to the 
General Council, like the election of deputies, does not take place 
upon days set by statute, but on days set by decree of the Presi¬ 
dent. Councillors are elected for a term of six years, one-half of 
the membership of the Council being renewed every three years. 
In order that members of the General Council may be in fact 
representatives of at least a respectable number of the voters of 
the cantons, the law provides, as in the case of the election of 
Deputies (sec. 400), that no one shall be elected on a first ballot 
unless voted for on that ballot by an absolute majority in a poll 
of at least one-fourth of the registered voters. Attention having 
been called to the election by the failure of a first ballot, a plu¬ 
rality will suffice to elect on a second. In case of a tie, the older 
candidate is to be declared elected. 

I ' 

448. The membership of the Council varies in the several Departments, 
according to the number of cantons, from seventeen to sixty-two. 

449. The General Council is judge of the validity of elections to itc 
own membership; but it is not the final judge. An appeal lies from itf 
decisions to the Council of State. A seat may be contested on the initia 
tive either of a member of the Council, the Prefect, or a constituent of tb 
member whose rights are ill question. 

450. There are two regular sessions of the General Counci 
each year. The duration of both is limited by law: for the firt 
greatt®** een days, f° r “he second to one month. Extrp, sessions c 
him in* days will be called by the President of the Republic at th 
m request of two-thirds of the members. If the Council : 
e outsit its legal term, it may be dissolved by the Prefec 
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if it overstep its jurisdiction in any matter, its acts may be an¬ 
nulled by a decree of the President. Members are liable to pen¬ 
alties for.non-attendance or neglect of duty. They are, however, 
on the other hand, paid nothing for their services. 

451. At the first regular session of the year the Council considers 
general business; at the second and longer session it discusses the budget 
of the department, presented by the Prefect, and audits the accounts of 
the year. At either session it may require from the Prefect or any other 
chief of the departmental service, full oral or, if it choose, written replies 
to all questions it may have to ask with reference to the administration. 

452. The supervisory and regulative powers of the General 
Council are of considerable importance; but its originating powers 
are of the most restricted kind. It? has the right to appropriate 
certain moneys for the expenses of local government, but it fyas 
not the right to tax for any purpose. The amount and the source 
<>f the. money it is to use are determined by the Chambers in 
Paris. Even such narrowed acts of appropriation as it can pass 
have to be confirmed by presidential decree. Its chief functions 
are directory, not originative. It sees to the renting and main¬ 
tenance of the buildings needed for its own use, for the use of the 
Prelect and his subordinates, for the use of the public schools, 
and for the use of tfie local courts; it votes the pay of the police 
(gendarmerie) of the Department; provides for the cost of print¬ 
ing the election lists; dbpervises the administVation of the roads, 
railroads, and public works of the Department; oversees the man¬ 
agement" of lunatic asylums and the relief of the poor. Most 
important of all, it apportions among the several arrondissements 
J;he direct taxes annually voted by the Chambers. 

453. The Departmental Commission. -*■ During the intervals between 
its sessions, the General Council is represented in local administration by 
a committee of its own members called the Departmental Commission, 
which it elects \q counsel and oversee tlio Prefect. The powers of this 
Commission, however, are merely advisory. 

• 

454. Central Control. — The most noticeable feature of this 
system is the tutelage in which local bodies and the individual 
citizen himself are kept. Fines compel the members of the Gen¬ 
eral Council to do their work, and then every step of that work 
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is liable to be revised by the central administration. Irregulari¬ 
ties in the election of a member may be brought to the attention 
of the General Council by the Prefect, as well as by its own 
members or by petition from the constituency affected. If the 
Council overstep the limits of its powers, it is checked by decree, 
and not by such a challenging of its acts in the courts by the 
persons affected as, in English or American practice, strengthens 
liberty by making the individual alert to assert the law on'his 
owif behalf, instead of trusting inertly to the government to keep 
all things in order. Even expression of opinion on the part of 
the General Council is restricted. It may express its views on 
any matter affecting local or general interests, ‘if only it never 
express a wish which has a political character. ’ 

455. The Arrondissement is the electoral district for the Cham- 
bet of Deputies, the members of the Chamber of Deputies being 
elected, as we have seen, not ‘at large,’ for the whole Department, 
but by Arrondissements, —not by scrutin de Uste, that is, but by 
scrutin d’arrondissement (sec. 404). It also serves as a judicial 
district and as the province of an arrondissemental Council. The 
Council of the Arrondissement (conseil d'arrondissement), elected 
from the cantons, like the General Council of the Department, 
has no more important function than that of (Subdividing among 
the communes the quota of taxes charged to the Arrondissement 
by the General Council. For the rest, it .merely g ; ves advice to 
administrative officers appointed by the ministers in Paris. Its 
decisions are largely controlled by the Prefect, and may be an¬ 
nulled by the President of the Republic. 

456. The Canton is the electoral district from which members 
are chosen to the General Council and the Council of the Arron-' 
dissement; it marks the jurisdiction of the Justice of the Peace; 
it is a muster district for the army, and serves as a territorial unit 
of organization for registration and for the departmental care of 
roads; but it has no administrative organization of its own. It 
is a mere region of cfcnvenient size for electoral and like purposes. 

457. The Commune, unlike the arrondissement and canton, is 
as vital an organism as the Department. All towns arc com¬ 
munes; but thire is, of course, a much larger number of rural 
than of town communes. 
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468. There are 30,170 Communes, most of which have less than 1600 
inhabitants and many of which have less than 600. One hundred and 
seventeen have more than 20,000. Every city of France, except Paris and 
Lyons, js organized as a Commune. 

459. The general rule of French administration is centraliza¬ 
tion, the direct representation of the central authority, through 
appointed officers, in every grade of local government, and the 
ultimate dependence of all bodies and officers upon the ministers 
in’Paris. In one particular this rule is departed from in the 
Commune. The chief executive officer of the Commune, the 
mayor, is elected, not appointed. He is chosen by the Municipal 
Council from among its own members, and is given one or more 
assistants elected in the same way. 

• 

460. Down to 1874 the mayors of the more populous Communes were ap¬ 
pointed by the authorities in Paris, the mayors of the smaller Communes 
by the Prefects. Between 1831 and 1862 the choice of the appointing 
' po^er was confined to the members of the Municipal Councils; between 
1852 and 1874 the choice might be made outside those bodies. From 1874 
to 1882 the smaller Communes elected their mayors, indirectly as now. 
Since 1882 all mayors have been elected. 

461. The Communal Magistracy. — The mayor and his assist¬ 
ants do not constitute an executive board: the mayor’s assistants 
are not his eolleagdes. He is head of the communal government: 
they have their duties assigned to them by him. The mayor is 
responsible, dot to tht? Council which elects .him, but to the cen¬ 
tral administration and its departmental representative, the Pre¬ 
fect. Once elected, he becomes the direct representative of the 
Minister of the Interior. If he will not do the things which the 
, laws cfemand of him in this capacity, the Prefect may delegate 
some one else to do them, or even do them himself instead. For 
cause, both the mayor and his assistants may be suspended, by 
the Prefect for one month, by the Minister of the Interior for 
three months, "and all their .acts are liable to be set aside either 
by Prefect or minister. They may even be removed by the 
Executive. • 

• 

462. In cose of a removal it is the duty of the Municipal Council to fill 
the vacancies, and to fill them with other men; for removal renders the 
mayor or his assistants ineligible for one year. 
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463. One of the duties of the mayor is to appoint the police force and 
other subordinate officers of the Commune; but in Communes of over 
forty thousand inhabitants the mayor’s composition of the police force 
must be ratified by decree, and in other Communes all his appointments 
must be confirmed by the Prefect. 

464. The Municipal Council. — There is in every Commune a 
Municipal Council (of from ten to thirty-six members, according 
to the size of the commune) which has, besides its privilege of 
electing the mayor and his assistants, pretty much the same place 
in the government of the Commune that the General Council has 
in the government of the Department; and, in the main, a like 
dependence upon the approval of the central administration. 
Unlike the General Council, the Municipal Council is liable to 
be suspended for one month, by the Prefect; like the General 
Council, it may be dissolved by decree of the President passed 
in*the Council of Ministers. It holds four regular sessions each 
year, one of which it devotes to the consideration of the munici¬ 
pal budget, which is presented by the mayor. Its financial ses¬ 
sion may continue six weeks; none of its other sessions may last 
more than fourteen days. The mayor acts as its president, ex¬ 
cept when his own accounts are under consideration. 

« 

465. Neither the Municipal Council nor the Council of the Arrondisse- 
ment is judge of the validity of the elections of its members. Contested 
election cases are heard by the Prefectural Council (sec. 409). 

466. Until 1831 the Municipal Council was chosen by the Prefect from 
a list of qualified persons made up in the Commune. Between 1831 and 
1848 its members were elected by a restricted suffrage. Since 1848 they 
have been elected by universal suffrage. 

467. In case of a dissolution of the Municipal Council, its place may be 
taken, for the oversight of current necessary matters, by a delegation of, 
from three to seven members appointed by the President of the Republic 
to act till another election fan be had. This delegation cannot, however, 
take upon itself more than the merely directory powers of the Council. 

468. Administrative Courts: the Council of Sta^e! — So thorough 
is the differentiation °f functions in France that actions at law 
arising out of the conduct of administration are instituted, not in 
the regular law courts connected with the Ministry of Justice, 
but in special administrative courts connected with the Ministry 
of the Interior. French thought, inherited from days of un- 
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bounded royal prerogative, makes sharp separation between 
Public Law, which concerns the action of the government, and 
Private I#iw, which concerns the relations of individuals to one 
another. The ordinary courts will determine the rights of an 
individual when they concern the action of another individual} 
but the special courts of the administration must determine the 
questions involved in any challenge of official action, — in any 
challenge of the public power. (Comp. sec. 437.) The highest 
of these courts is the Council of State, which is composed of *the 
ministers, and of various high administrative officers of the per¬ 
manent service. It is the court of last resort on administrative 
questions. It is also charged with the duty of giving advice to 
the Chambers or to the government pn all questions affecting ad¬ 
ministration that may be referred to it. 

469. The Prefectural Council. — Below the Council of State 
are the Prefectural Council, a Court of Revision, a Superior 
Council of Public Instruction, and a Court of Audit. These are 
not subordinate to each other: each is directly subordinate to the 
Council of State. The Prefectural Council is directly associated 
with the Prefect and is the most important of them. It has, 
amongst other weighty funetions, that of determining the validity 
of elections to tlie»Council of the Arrondissement and to the 
Municipal Council. Por the rest, it has jurisdiction over all ad¬ 
ministrative questions, find over all conflicts between administra¬ 
tive authority and private rights. Its processes of trial and 
adjudication are briefer and less expensive than those of the 
ordinary law courts. In almost all cases an appeal lies to the 
Council«of State. 

i 

470. The Prefect is the legal representative of the government in cases 
brought before the Prefectural Council; but* that court is not at all under 
his dominance. It is composed of permanent judges, one of whom, at 
least, is usually of long administrative experience. Its members are 
appointed, and, far cause, are removable, by the central administration. 

471. Each minister is himself a judge of first 4nstance in cases whose 
consideration is not otherwise provided for, an appeal almoet always 
lying, however, to the Council of State. Prefecta and mayors are, in 
like manner, judges of first instance in certain small cases. 
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The Administration of Justice. 

r 

472. Ordinary Courts of Justice. — The supreme court of France 
is the Cassation Court (the Court, that is, of reversals or appeals) 
which sits at Paris. Next below it in rank are twenty-six Courts 
of Appeal, the jurisdiction of each of which extends over several 
Departments. These hear cases brought up from the courts* of 
first? instance which sit in the capital towns of the arrondisse- 
ments. These last consider cases from the Justices of the Peace, 
who hold court for the adjudication of small cases in the cantons. 
By decree of the President, passed in the Council of Ministers, 
the Senate may be constitute^ a special court for the considera¬ 
tion of questions seeming to involve the safety of the state; and 
sueh questions may be removed by the same authority from the 
ordinary courts. 

473. The appointment of all judges rests with the President, 
or, rather, with the Minister of Justice; and the tenure of the 
judicial office, except in the case of Justices of the Peace, is 
during good behavior. In the case of Justices of the Peace, 
the President has power to remove. 

474. Jury Courts. —In France, the ordinary civil courts are 
without juries; the judges decide all questions of fact as well 
as all questions of law. There are, howeyer, special jury courts 
(cours d’assises) constituted four times a year in each Department 
for the trial of crimes, and of political and press offences; and 
in these the jury is sole judge of the guilt or innocence of the 
accused; the judges determine the punishment. 

475. Tribunal of Conflicts. — Between the two sets of courts, 
the administrative and the ordinary, there stands a Tribunal oi 
Conflicts, whose province it is to determine to which jurisdic¬ 
tion, the administrative or the ordinary, any case, belongs whose 
proper destination, or forum, is in dispute. This Tribunal con¬ 
sists of the Privy S*al as president, of three State Councillors 
chosen by their colleagues, and of three members ef the Cassa¬ 
tion Court selected, in like manner, by their fellow-judges, 
besides two members chosen by those already mentioned. 
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476. The Feudalization of Germany was in some points strongly 
contrasted with the feudalizatiou of France. There was in Ger¬ 
many no Romanized subject population such as existed in Gaul, 
with habits which should enter like a leaven into the polity of 
their conquerors. Beyond the Rhine all were of one general 
kin, all bred to the same general customs. What was new 
theffr was the great Frankish kingship of Merowingian and 
Carolingian, —the new size and potency of the regal power bred 
amidst the readjustments of conquering migration by the domi¬ 
nant Franks. For the rest, there was at first the old grouping 
about elective or hereditary princes, the old tribal individualities 
of custom, the old,organization into separate, semi-independent, 
self-governing communities. Feudalism came, not so much 
through fresh gifts of land and novel growths of privilege based 
upon such fresh gifts* not so much through "benefice ’ and ‘com¬ 
mendation ’ (secs. 305-308, 310), as through the official organiza¬ 
tion of the Frankish monarchy. 

477., Official System of the Frankish Monarchy: the Grafen. — 

> In order to exercise their kingly powers the more effectually, the 
Frankish monarchs adopted the natural plan, for which there was 
Roman precedent, of delegating their* functions to officers com¬ 
missioned to act as their representatives in various districts of 
their extensive domains. There does not seem to have been any 
symmetrical division of the territory into districts to fit the official 
system. H^re and there there were counts (Grafen), the king’s 
vicegerents in the exercise of the financial, judicial, and military 
prerogatives of overlordship; but the limits of their jurisdiction 
were not always slpirply defined. There were, for one thing, 
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many exemptions from their authority within the general dis¬ 
tricts allotted them. There were the dignity and pretensions 
of provincial princes to be respected; more important still, there 
were the claims of the great landowners to a special jurisdiction 
and independent lordship of their own to be regarded. As a 
matter of policy such claims were generally allowed. The 
demesnes of the greater landowners were cut out from the ad¬ 
ministrative territory of the Graf and given separate political 
functions. Barons, such as we have seen in France, — local 
autocrats with law courts and a petty sovereignty of their own, 
—were freely created. The king apparently could not deny them 
the ‘immunities ’ they demanded. 

478. The Magistracy of Office and the Magistracy of Proprietor¬ 
ship. — There thus grew up, side by side, a double magistracy — 
a magistracy of office and a magistracy of proprietorship. The 
Graf ruled by virtue of his office; the baron by virtue of his 
landed possessions: there were lords by privilege (Immw'itafs- 
herren), and lords by commission. As time went on the two sets 
of magnates drew nearer and nearer to the possession of a com¬ 
mon character through an interchange of qualities. The office 
of Graf tended more and more to become hereditary and to con¬ 
nect itself with the ownership of large estates. Heredity of 
title and prerogative was the almost irresistible fashion of the 
age: the men of greatest individual consequence, besides,—the 
men who were fit because of their individual weight to be dele¬ 
gated to exercise the royal authority, — were commonly the men 
of large properties. Either there went, therefore, along with the 
grafship, gifts of land, or else men already sufficiently endowed 
with lands were given the grafship: and as the office connected, 
itself with proprietorship it took from proprietorship its invari¬ 
able quality of heredity.* This was the double process: Grafs 
became hereditary territorial lords; and hereditary territorial 
lords acquired either the grafship itself or powers'quite as great. 

479 n Hereditary Qhiefs. — Add to this hierarchy the more 
Dlete b Tl nces an( * tale of greater lords is com- 

of the on&? e P r * nces were > by traditional title at least, rulers 
dencv had i n 8e ^'g° vern i n g communities which Frankish ascen- 
he days of conquest united under a common author- 
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ity. In many cases, no doubt, they retained a vital local sway. 
They were intermediate, in the new political order, between the 
king and the barons. 

480. Full Development of Territorial Sovereignty. —By the 

thirteenth century German feudalization was complete. Princes 
(dukes), Grafa, and barons had all alike become lords within 
their own territories (. Landesherren ). Bishops and abbots, too, 
as in France, had entered the competition for power and become 
themselves Grafs and barons. That territorial sovereignty, that 
private ownership of political authority which is the distinguish¬ 
ing mark of feudalism, and which we have seen so fully de¬ 
veloped in France, is present in as full development here in 
Germany also. But the elements of the development are very 
different in the two countries. In France we have seen the ap¬ 
pointment of royal delegates come after the perfecting of feudal- 
.^and lead, through the gradual concentration of judicial aud 
other authority in the king’s hands, to the undermining and final 
overthrow of baronial sovereignty (secs. 380, 385). In Germany, 
on the contrary, the royal representatives, appointed while feudal¬ 
ism was taking shape, themselves entered and strengthened the 
baronage, quitting their dependent functions as officials for the 
independent privileges of territorial lords. 

481. The Xarkgr&f. — One office especially fostered feudal in¬ 
dependence in Germanv. Outside the hierarchy I have described, 
and standing in special relations with the king, was the Mark- 
graf, —the Graf of the Mark or border, set to defend the kingdom 
against inroads by hostile peoples. He was of course chosen 
chiefly Jjecause* of his capacity in war, and was of the most im- 
•perative, masterful soldier breed of the times. To him, too, were 
necessarily vouchsafed from the first extraordinary powers. He 
was made virtual dictator in the unsettled, ill-ordered border dis¬ 
trict which he was appointed to hold against foreign attack; and 
he was freely given all the territory he could conquer and bring 
under the nominal authority of the king. »It was thus that the 
Mark Brandenburg spread itself out to the northeast, to become 
at last a great kingdom, and that the Ostmark, established by 
Charles the Great as a barrier against the Hungarians, increased 
till it became the great state of Austria. The Markgraf was not 
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long in becoming virtually a ruler in his own right, little dis¬ 
turbed by the nominal suzerainty of a distant monarch, and pos¬ 
sessed by fast hereditary right of the titles and powers which 
would one day make of him a veritable king. 

482. The Empire. — Charles the Great set for his successors 
the example of a wide rule and a Roman title. But for many 
a long age it seemed as if he had left behind him nothing but a 
tradition and a scheme of power which no man was able to take 
up. * His great empire fell to pieces, never to be put together 
again, except as it seemed to rise once more for a little space in 
the days of Charles V. Even the greater fragments of it fell 
apart beyond the Rhine, shattered by the disintegrating forces 
of feudalism. But the nam^ and shadow of the imperial power 
persisted from age to age with a strange vitality. First a line 
of <Saxon princes, then men of the Franconian house, after them 
the masterful Hohenstaufan essayed the office Charles had mad*' 
great, wielding such authority as they could as power came and 
went amidst the shifting scene of German politics. Finally the 
succession fell to the house of Habsburg, who were building a 
veritable kingdom together upon the southern skirts of Germany, 
where the Ostmark had grown to be Austria. As their strength 
increased, their presidency amidst the German states became an 
unmistakable power of command, and Germany had at last a 
leader, if not a master. 

483. The Imperial Cities. — While the imperial power lan¬ 
guished a notable thing happened. Germany gave birth,to great 
free cities, set like independent states in the midst of their weak 
neighbors. The cities of the Empire had, as feudalism devel¬ 
oped, fallen into its order in two classes. Some of them held* 
their privileges of the Emperor himself, were his immediate vas¬ 
sals; others were subordinated to some feudal lord and were sub¬ 
jects of the Empire only through him. The position of those 
immediately dependent upon the Emperor was much more advan¬ 
tageous than the position of those who had lesser and nearer 
masters. The imperial supervision was apt to he much less 
exacting titan the overlordship of princes who, having less wide 
interests to care for than those which busied the Emperor, could 
render their power greater by concentration* They were always 
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near at hand and jealous of any movement of independence on the 
part of the towns within their domain; the Emperor, on the other 
hand, was often far away and never by possibility so watchful. 
He was ^represented always by some deputy; but the presence 
of this officer did not greatly curtail municipal self-government. 
In the thirteenth century even this degree of control was got 
rid of at the suit of some of the cities. They were allowed to 
become ‘free’ imperial cities, bound to the Emperor only by 
svrt>rn allegiance, not by any bonds of actual government. The 
next step in the acknowledgment of their independence and' im¬ 
portance was their admission to representation in the Diet of the 
Empire, — and such recognition was not long delayed. The rdle 
of these great free cities in imperial affairs became one of the 
most important of the many independent roles played on the 
confused stage of that troubled time. Liibeck, Hamburg, and 
Bremen retain to this day a certain privilege of position as thee 
in the German Empire (secs. 497, 500). 

484. The Swiss Confederation. — Almost at the very time that 
the Habsburgs first won the imperial crown and acquired the duchy of 
Austria, some of their Swiss dependencies broke away from them, and 
established an independence never since permanently broken. Schwyz, 
Uri, and Unterwalden, the sturdy little mountain communities grouped 
about the southern and of quiet Lucerne, with whose struggle for freedom 
the glorious story of the Swiss Confederation begins, contained some part 
of the estates of the Counts of Habsburg, whose hereditary domains 
touched the olher end ot'Lucerne, and stretched vtide to the north about 
the further shore of Lake Geneva, and southward again on the West. The 
region of the Alps contained the notable imperial cities of Zurich, Berne, 
Basle, and Schaffhausen; and Schwyz, Uri, and Unterwalden claimed to 
be immediate vassals of the Emperor, as these cities were. The Counts 
of Habsburg, in despite of this claim, sought to reduce them to submission 
to themselves. The result was a long struggle in which the three littk. 
cantons, at first joined only by their neighbor canton, Lucerne, but after¬ 
wards by Zurich, Glarus, Zug, and Berne, were eventually completely 
victorious. By. the formation of this famous league of free cantons and 
cities, at first known as the “ Old League of High Germany,” but ulti¬ 
mately as Switzerland (the land of Schwyz), there emerged from the 
German Empire one of the most interesting states known to history. It 
may be said to have been the offspring of the disintegrating forces of the 
Empire, — a living proof of its incoherence. In the next chapter we shall 
oonsider its political development with the special attention which it merita 
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485. Austria's Rival, Prussia. — While Austria’s power was on 
the make a formidable rival had grown up in the north, out of 
the Forth Mark established in the tenth century as the Empire’s 
barrier against the Wends. Men of energy and daring had 
steadily pushed forward the eastern boundaries of the Mark until 
it had become a great territory, the Mark Brandenburg. In the 
fifteenth century the markgrafship fell into the hands of a race 
more capable than the Habsburgs, the Hohenzollern of Niirnberg. 
Under them it waxed greater yet alike in territory and in organ¬ 
ized power: took in Prussia, the district from which it was to get 
its later name, and got ready for the great r51e it was to play in 
the seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. In 1640 
Frederic William, the Great Elector (1640-1688), came upon the 
stage, to make his power a determining element in the politics of 
Europe. His son was Frederic, the first * king of Prussia.’ 

*486. Frederic the Great. — Frederic, the first king of Prussia, 
governed from 1688 to 1713. His son, Frederic William, T . 
(1713-1740), rounded out Brandenburg’s possessions and hoarded 
the money and prepared the army with which his son, Frederic 
the Great (1740-1786), was to complete the greatness of Prussia. 
The great Frederic took Silesia from Austria, and then, joining 
in the heartless and scandalous partition of Poland in 1772, filled 
up the gap between Brandenburg and East- Prussia with West 
Prussia and the Netze district, territory already thoroughly Ger¬ 
man. The second and third partitions of friend 1 ess Poland in 
1793 and 1795 added to Prussia the districts now known as South 
and East Prussia. 

Prussia was at last ready for her final rivalry with Austria for 
the leadership of Germany. But first there wa# to be the great 
storm of the Napoleonic wars, which was to sweep away so much 
that was old in Germau political arrangements, and create the 
proper atmospheric conditions for German nationality. 

487. Napoleon : the Confederacy of the Rhine. — One of the 
earliest acts of Napoleon in his contest with Austria and Prussia 
was to isolate these Wo great German states by thrusting between 
them a barrier of smaller German states attached- to the French 
interest. So little coherent was Germany, so little had the Em¬ 
pire made of the Germans a single nation, that Napoleon was 
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able to detach from all alliance with either Austria or Prussia 
every one of the German states except Brunswick and the elec¬ 
torate of Hesse. Of these the chief were the kingdoms of Bavaria 
and Wiirttemberg and the grand-duchy of Baden. Napoleon 
organized out of these allies the so-called ‘Confederacy of the 
Rhine,’ of which he constituted himself ‘Protector,’ and Which 
lasted from 1806 till 1813. 

488. The year 1806 had marked also the formal end of the 
‘ Holy Roman Empire ’ over which the Habsburgs had so Jong 
presided. The eighteenth century had witnessed a notable de¬ 
cline in their power; the sweeping conquests of Napoleon put 
them at his mercy; and in 1806 Francis of Austria was forced to 
abdicate and forever renounce the imperial office. There was no 
more to be a German Empire till Prussia should draw one about 
her, and Austria be once for all ousted from her place of lea^er- 
. .gliip in Germany. 

48\). The German Confederation (1815-1866). — Despite the 
ease with which he at first divided Germany in order to conquer 
it, Napoleon discovered at last that he had himself aroused there 
a national feeling which was to cast him out and ruin him. In 
1813 Germany rose, the Confederacy of the Rhine went to pieces, 
and all Napoleon’s .plans were undone. He had done Germany 
the inestimable service of making her patriotic. The Congress 
of Vienna, which met at the close of the Napoleonic wars to 
recompose Europe, could not revivify the German Empire: that 
had bee.n dead for some time before Napoleon forced a winding 
up of its affairs. But Germany was not to remain disintegrate. 
Theye»r 1815 witnessed the formation of a new union of the Ger- 
• man states, the German Confederation, which, loose as it seemed, 
held them more closely together than they had been held for many 
generations. Austria was the president of the Confederation. 
The organ of government was a Diet of ambassadors from the 
thirty-nine component states (kingdoms, duchies, cities, princi¬ 
palities) authorized to mediate between th<* states in all matters 
of common epncern; and the Confederation maintained an army 
of thirty thousand men. The arrangement was little enough like 
national union: the large states had a preponderant representation 
in the Diet, Austria dominating all; and each state, whether great 
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or small, was suffered to go its own way, make its own alliances, 
and fight its own wars, if only it refrained from injuring any one 
of the Confederates or the interests of the Confederation. But 
there was sufficient cohesion to keep the states together while 
German national feeling grew, and while the political revolutions 
of the century (1830 and 1848) liberalized political institu¬ 
tions. 

490. Period of Constitutional Reform. — In 1848 most of the 
German states, except Prussia, granted to their people consti¬ 
tutional government. In the same year a ‘German National 
Parliament ’ met at Frankfort (the seat of the Diet of the Con¬ 
federation) aud attempted to formulate a plan for more perfect 
union under the leadership of Prussia; but its leaders proposed 
much more than was possible," the time was not yet ripe, and the 
attempt failed. Still earlier, in 1833, Prussia had led in the for¬ 
mation of a ‘Customs Union ’ ( Zollverein ) between herself and all 1 
the states of the Confederation except Austria, which laid afree^ 
trade basis for those subsequent political arrangements from which 
also Austria was to be excluded. In 1830 Prussia received from 
the hands of her king the forms, at least, of a liberal govern¬ 
ment, with parliamentary institutions; and these concessions, 
though at first largely make-believe, served eventually as the 
basis for more substantial popular liberties. 

491. The North German Confederation (1807-1871). — Finally, 
in I860, came the <open breach between Prussia'and Austria. 
The result was u six weeks’ war in which Austria was completely 
defeated and humiliated. The Confederation of 181,3 fell to 
pieces; Prussia drew about her the Protestant states of Northern 
Germany in a ‘North German Confederation ’; the middle'states, 
Bavaria, Wiirttemherg, Baden, etc., held off for a while to them¬ 
selves; and Austria found herself finally excluded from German 
political arrangements. 

492. Austria out of Germany. — Since then Austria, originally 
predominantly German, has devoted herself to the task of amal¬ 
gamating the various nationalities of Southeast Europe under her 
hegemony, and so has become in large part a non-German state. 
Prussia has become the head and front of Germany, in her stead. 

1 The Union did not at first include this ‘all,’ h|tl it did eventually. 



THE GOVERNMENTS OF GERMANY. 


255 


Meantime Prussia has grown more than one-fifth in territory. 
The rearrangement at Vienna in 1815 gave her Swedish Pom- 
merania.and the northern half of Saxony; the war of 1866 con¬ 
firmed her in the possession of Schleswig-Holstein, Hannover, 
Jlesse-Cassel, Hesse-Nassau, and Frankfort. 

4D3. The German Empire. —The finishing impulse was given 
to the new processes of union by the Franco-Prussian war of 
18T0-1871. Prussia’s brilliant successes in that contest, won, as 
it seemed, in the interest of German patriotism against French 
insolence, broke the coldness of the middle states towards their 
great northern neighbor; they joined the rest of Germany; and 
the German Empire was formed (Palace of Versailles January 
18, 1871). 


Govern'mi:XT ok the Emitre. 

" "K4. Austria and Germany: Character of the German Empire. 

— When lie ceased to be Emperor of the Holy Homan Empire 
(1806; see. 488), Francis 1. still remained Emperor of Austria. 
He had assumed that title in 1804; and from that day to this 
there has been in full form, —what there had long been in reality, 

— an Austrian Empire. In 1871 there arose by its side a new 
German Empire, but the two empires are thoroughly unlike one 
another. The Austrian Empire, though wearing the. form of a 
dual monarchy as Austria-Hungary, is composed of the hereditary 
possessions of the House of Habshurg; the German Empire, on 
the. other hand, is a federal state composed of four kingdoms, six 
grand-duchies, five duchies, seven principalities, three free cities, 
and the imperial domain of Alsace-Lorraine, these lands being 
united in a great ‘corporation of public law ’ under the hereditary 
presidency of the king of Prussia. Its Emperor is its president, 
not its monarch. 

• 

496. The foilr kingdoms are Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, and Wtirttem- 
berg; the grand-ducliies, Raden, Hesse, MecMenbunr-Schwerin, Saxe- 
Weimar, dlflenburg, and Mecklenburg-Strelitz ; the duchies. Brunswick, 
Saxe-Meiningcn, Anhalt, Saxe-Coburg, and Saxe-Altenlmrg; the princi-’ 
palities, Waldeck, I.ippe, Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt, Sehwarzburg-Sonders- 
hausen, Uouss-Schleiz, Schaumburg-I.ippe, and Reuss-Greiz; the free 
cities, Hamburg, Liibcck, and Bremen. 
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496. The Central German States and the Empire. — The first 
step towards the present union was taken in 1870, when Baden, 
Bavaria, and Wiirttemberg, fearing that the object of ^Napoleon 
III. was to conquer the central German states or renew the Con¬ 
federation of the Rhine, decisively espoused the side of Prussia 
and the North German Confederation. While the siege of Paris 
was in progress these three states sent delegates to King William 
at Versailles and formally united themselves with their northern 
compatriots: the North German Confederation became the Ger¬ 
man Confederation, with King William as president. Almost 
immediately, thereafter, the influences of the time carried the 
Confederates a step farther: at the suggestion of the king of 
Bavaria, the president-king was crowned Emperor, and the Ger¬ 
man Confederation became the German Empire. 1 

£97. The Character of the Empire. —These changes of mem¬ 
bership and of title did not, however, change the character or, at 
first, the constitution of the union. It remained a federal state, 
and the king of Prussia was still its president only; he was not 
its monarch. Its make-up and powers were not radically altered. 
Prussia, indeed, was very great: in territory more than three 
times as large as all the other states of the union put together, 
her population three-fifths that of all Germany i and the king of 
Prussia had other means of mastery than those afforded by the 
law. But as Emperor he occupies not an hereditary throne, but 
only an hereditary office. Sovereignty cfoes not reside in him, 
but “in the union of German federal princes and the free cities.” 
He is the chief officer of a great political corporation, whose ob¬ 
ject it is to “ form an eternal union for the protection of the realm 
and the care of the welfare of the German people.” 1 

498. The Emperor. — Still his constitutional prerogatives are 
of the most eminent kind. Unlike other presidents, he is irre¬ 
sponsible: he cannot be removed, his office belonging inalienably 
to the throne of Prussia, whether its occupant be king or regent 
only. He summons^ opens, adjourns, and closes the two Houses 
of the federal legislature, the Sundesrath and the Reichstag, the 
latter of which he can also, with the consent of the Bundesraih, 
dissolve. He appoints, and may at his pleasure remove, the Im- 
1 The present constitution of the Empire bean (late April 10,1871. 
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perial Chancellor, who is both the vital centre of all imperial 
administration and the chairman of the Bundesralh; and he 
appoints also, under the countersignature of the Chancellor, all 
minor ofAcers of the imperial service, whom, with a like coopera¬ 
tion of the Chancellor, he may also dismiss. He controls the 
foreign affairs of the Empire and commands its vast military 
forces; and in this latter capacity, of commander-in-chief of the 
imperial army, it rests with him, acting at the suggestion of the 
liundesrath, to coerce into obedience such states of the Empire 
as may at any time wilfully and pertinaciously neglect to fulfil 
their federal duties. He has, in brief, to the fullest extent, both 
the executive and the representative functions now characteristic 
of the head of a powerful constitutional state. There are distinct 
limits to his power as Emperor, limits which mark and emphasize 
the federal character of the Empire and make of it a state gov¬ 
erned by law, not by prerogative; but those limits nevertheless 
IleTibundantly wide apart. Adding, as he does, to his powers as 
hereditary president of the Empire his commanding privileges 
as king of Prussia and, as king of Prussia, the dominant member 
of the Union, he possesses no slight claim to be regarded as the 
most powerful ruler of our time. (Compare sees. 415, 418, 423, 
746, 761, 775, 790, 813, 823, 8G0, 889, 1329, 1381, 1382.) 

499. Sovereignty of the Empire in Legislation. — So complete, 
so unlike that of a mere confederation, is the present union of 
Herman states that the»sovereigu legislative power of the Empire 
is almost unlimited. The constitution can be amended by the 
federal ’legislature; amendment may change all the existing 
allotments of power as between the federal and the state goveru- 
tinents; powers now reserved to the states can, except in one or 
two instances in which they are explicitly guaranteed, be with¬ 
drawn from them without their couserft. The individual states 
virtually retain their general rights “only by sufferance of the 
Empire.” 1 Amendments of the constitution are not submitted 
either to the people or to the governments of the states: nor are 
they passed* ]>y any special or peculiar procedure, as in France 
(sec. 411). They are originated and acted upon as ordinary 

1 I.aband, Das StnatsreeM des deutschen Reiches (Marquardsen’s Band- 
lucft), p. 22. 
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laws would be. The only limitations put upon their passage are, 
first, that fourteen negative votes in the Bundesrath will defeat 
a proposed amendment, and, second, that no state can be deprived 
of any right guaranteed to it by the constitution, without its own 
consent. From the first the legislative power of the Empire has 
covered the entire field of the law of contracts, of commercial law, 
and of criminal law; and by an amendment of December 20, 
1873, it was extended to the whole field of civil law as well. For 

ti 

sometime it did not exercise its power over the whole domain of 
these great subjects, but it has now enacted, besides full codes 
of commercial and criminal law, an exhaustive civil code which 
has brought practically all of private law under the statutes of 
the imperial government. 

500. The Bundesrath: its* Composition and Character. — The 

central and characteristic organ of the Empire is the Bundesrath , 
the Federal Council, which is, alike in make-up and function, 
the lineal successor of the Diet of the older Confederation. - ITT 
form, in theory, and indeed in fact, the Bundesrath is a body of 
ambassadors. Its members represent the governments of the 
states from which they come, and are accredited to the Emperor 
as diplomatic agents, plenipotentiary charges d'affaires, to whom 
he must extend the same protection that is extended to the like 
representatives of foreign states. It is a fundamental conception 
of the German constitution that “ the body of German sovereigns 
together with the senates of the three free cities, considered as a 
unit,— tanqnum unuin corpus, —is the repository of imperial 
sovereignty”; 1 and the Bundesrath is the organ of this body. 
It is therefore the organ through which the sovereignty of the 
Empire is expressed. The Emperor does not exercise sovereignty 
he only shares it as king of Prussia, so far as the Empire is con¬ 
cerned, and takes part in‘its exercise only through the Prussian 
members of the Bundesrath. It follows, of course, from this prin¬ 
ciple that the members of the Bundesrath are only the agents of 
their governments, apd act under instructions from them, making 
regular reports of the proceedings of the Bundesrath to their home 
administrations. The votes of a state are valid, whether cast by 
her representatives in accordance with their instructions or not; 

i L&baud, p. 40, 
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but the delegates are responsible for every breach of instructions 
to their home authorities. In practice they are generally them¬ 
selves members of the governments they represent, entrusted also 
with high administrative functions at home, and representing 
their governments in the local legislative bodies of their own 
states, as well as in the Bundesmth. The Bundesrath is thus 
used, as it was intended to be, and as it was used under the some¬ 
what looser forms of the earlier Confederation, as a body of con¬ 
sultation and guidance, a larger sort of imperial cabinet, in which 
the responsible ministers of the several states draw together to 
determine all questions of general interest, whether they affect 
the making or the administration of the laws. 

501. Representation of the States in the Bundesrath. — The 
states of the Empire are unequally represented, according to 
their size. Prussia lias seventeen votes; llavaria six; Saxony 
and Wiirttemberg four each; Baden and Hesse each three; 
Me>klenburg-Se.hwerin and Brunswick each two; the other 
seventeen states one apiece. The votes of each state which is 
entitled to more than one vote must be cast together as a unit, 
and each such state can east her full vote whether or not she have 
her full number of representatives present. 

502. Members a/e sent anti withdrawn at the pleasure of their respec¬ 
tive governments, like the responsible agents they are; and their constant 
responsibility, makes formal instruction ns to their votes upon particular 
measures for the most part unnecessary. The smaller states have found 
the duty of maintaining representatives at times very onerous; and. inas¬ 
much as it is not required by law that their delegates should be chosen 
from among tljeir own citizens, it has become a common practice for them 
to scfve economy and their own convenience by combining to maintain 
joint representatives. Groups of them combine, and each group dele¬ 
gates their powers to a single person, who ls authorized to represent them 
severally. Since 1880, however, the session of the llinid'sruth lias been 
divided into two periods, in one of which the more important matters 
of the year an* considered ; and during this part of the session each state 
is required to vote, if it votes at all, through its own separate delegate. 
During thejemainder of the session routine mafters are disposed of and 
joint representation is permitted. 

603. The significance of the constitutional provision that amendments 
to the constitution may not pass if there be fourteen negative voles east 
in the Bundesrath i^ quite evident. A combination of the small states 
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may defeat any organic change of law proposed by the larger states; and 
Prussia alone can bar any amendment to which she is opposed. The 
seventeen votes of Prussia on the one side and the seventeen votes of the 
small states on the other might be said, were there any real qffset to the 
power of Prussia, to constitute the central balance of the system. 

504. Functions of the Bundesrath. — The Bundesrath occupies 
a position in the German system in some respects not unlike that 
which the Roman Senate held in the government of Rome (secs. 
171-174). It is, so to say, the residuary legatee of the constitu¬ 
tion. All functions not specifically entrusted to any other con¬ 
stitutional authority remain with it, and no power is in principle 
foreign to its jurisdiction. It has a composite character, and is 
the presiding organ of tire Empire. It is at one and the same 
time an administrative, a legislative, and a judicial body. 

505. In its legislative capacity, it presides over the whole 

course of lawmaking. The Reichstag has the right to originate 
measures, but, as a matter of practice, originates very few. Most 
bills first pass the Bundesrath and go with its sanction to the 
Reichstag. If passed by the people’s house, they are returned to 
the Bundesrath and there once more adopted. All the more im¬ 
portant legislation, moreover, is framed by the imperial officials 
and presented to the Bundesrath by the Chancellor, who is not 
only president of the federal chamber but also chief of the 
Prussian delegation. Prussia, therefore, in reality presides over 
the process of legislation. Hers is the qhief initiative; and the 
federal chamber, in which she commands seventeen votes, is the 
usual source of every great measure. The Reichstag has, of 
course, the right of amendment, and has sometimes exercised it 
with boldness; but nothing that it suggests can become law with-, 
out the assent of the guiding and overseeing Bundesrath. The 
consent of the Bundesrath, as well as of the Reichstag, must be 
had also to every treaty which affects any matter that falls within 
the legislative powers of the Empire. , * 

606. The measure! sent down from the Bundesrath to,the Reichstag 
are generally advocated there, if not by the chancellor hknself, by mem¬ 
bers of the federal chamber specially delegated for that purpose; and the 
Reichstag is usually kept advised of the amendments which the Bundesrath 
Will accept. All members of the Bundesrath havjs, however, the right tc 
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be present in the Reichstag , and to express their views upon its floor con¬ 
cerning pending legislation, even when their views are not those which 

have been accepted by the majority in the Bundesrath. 

607. The administrative function of the federal chamber may 
be summed up in the word oversight. It considers all defects or 
needs which discover themselves in the administrative arrange¬ 
ments of the Empire in the course of the execution of the laws, 
and may in all cases where that duty has not been otherwise be¬ 
stowed, formulate the necessary regulation to cure such defects 
and meet such needs. It has, moreover, a voice in the choice of 
some of the most important officers of the imperial service. It 
nominates or elects the members of the Court of Accounts, of the 
Supreme Court of the Empire ( Reichsgerirhi ), and of the ‘Cham¬ 
ber of Discipline,’ as well as the officials who administer the im¬ 
perial pension funds, and those who constitute the directory of 
the Imperial Bank. It confirms the nomination, also, either 
dur.ctly or through one of its committees, of consuls and of the 
officers who exercise the imperial control over the duties and 
taxes laid by the states under laws of the Empire. It may also 
be reckoned among the executive functions of the Bundesrath that 
its consent is necessary to a declaration of war (except in case of 
invasion, when the Emperor may act alone), to a dissolution of 
the Reichstag duridg a legislative period, and to coercive action 
against a state of the Empire. 

608. The judicial functions of the Bundesrath spring in part out 
of its character as the chief administrative council of the Empire. 
When acting as such a council, many of its conclusions partake 
of the nature qf decisions of a supreme administrative court of 
.appeal. But its jurisdiction as a court is much wider than ques¬ 
tions of administrat ion. It can declare a state of the Empire 
delinquent, and order execution to issue against it. It is the 
court of highest instance in every case of the denial of justice to 
an individual in a state court arising out of a defect or deficiency 
in the law of the state; it being within its competence in such a 
case to compel the state to cure the deficiency and afford the 
suitor the proper remedy. It is the court of appeal in all cases 
of dispute between the imperial government and a state, and in 
all cases arising between two or more states of the Empire which 
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involve not mere private law questions (such cases' go to the 
ordinary civil courts), but points of public law. 

609. In case it cannot agree upon a conclusion in such disputes, the 
whole legislative power is brought into play and a law is passed covering 
the matter in controversy. If in any case it considers itself unfitted by its 
organization, or for any other reason, to act as a omul in controversies 
brought before it, it may delegate its judicial powers to a court or to 
experts. This it did in 1877 with reference to the dispute between I’russia 
and Saxony concerning the Bcrlin-Dresden railway. 1 • 

; >io. Organization of the Bundesrath. — The Imperial Chan¬ 
cellor is chairman of the Bundesrath. lie is appointed by the 
king of Prussia, and he must also be one of Prussia’s seventeen 
representatives, — for it is the better opinion among German 
constitutional lawyers that the Chancellor’s membership in the 
federal chamber is necessary to his presidency of the body in 
case of a tie vote, the Chancellor's vote is decisive; that is to 
say, the side on which Prussia's votes are cast prevails, fur her Vote 
must he undivided: — the Chancellor’s vote is not las own, but is 
one-seveuteentli part of Prussia’s whole vote. 

611. The Chancellor may appoint a substitute to act in his absence as 
president, this limitation resting upon his choice, that if lie does not a|>- 
point a Prussian delegate to the office lie must appoint a Bavarian. He 
may also appoint a substitute to perform all ins filiations, and such 
an appointment would include the presidenev of the liutnlesruth unless 
a separate and speotgl delegation of that office were made. — and unless, 
also, perhaps, the general substitute were not a member of the Federal 
Council. 

612. Inasmuch as it is not merely the legislative hut also the adminis¬ 
trative organ of the Empire, the Itundesrnth may be nu^ened without the 
Reichstag. It must be called together if one-third of its members domain^ 
a session. Its business, moreover, is continuous from session to sen-ion, 
being taken up at each session where it was left off at the la-1 : an arrange¬ 
ment by which it gains both efficiency and expedition in action. Its 
sessions are secret : for it preserves the reserve of a guiding cabinet. Its 
compromises and quarrels do not go abroad. 

613. Imperial lawpuakes no provision with regard to a quorum in tho 
Bundesrath. It is believed by German jurists, however, that its business 
could go forward, after proper notice, if only the Chancellor, its president, 
were present. No state can cast its vote upon any question in which it is 
not interested. 


1 Laband, p. 43, «. 
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614. Committees. — The Butidesrath follows the practice of 
other deliberative bodies in referring various matters to special 
committees of its members. It has, too, like other bodies, cer¬ 
tain staii'ding committees. These are three: one on Alsace- 
Lorraine, one on the Constitution, and one on the Order of 
Business. 

Much more important than these, however, are eight delega¬ 
tions of its members which, though called committees, may be 
more properly described as Commissions, for, like the executive 
rommittee of our own Congress under the old Confederation (sec. 
1000), they continue to sit during the recesses of the chamber 
which they in a sense represent. Of these Commissions two are 
appointed by the Emperor, namely a Commission “for the Land 
Forces and Fortifications ” and *a Commission “for Naval 
Affairs”: five are chosen yearly by the Bundesrath, namely, those 
■' on Tariffs and Taxation,” " for Trade and Commerce,” “ for R;?il- 
wass, Posts, and Telegraphs,” “on Justice,” and “on Accounts” 
(Iierhiiungxtresrn); the eighth and most important, the “Com- 
mission on Foreign Affairs,” consists of the representatives of 
Bavaria, Saxony, and Wiirttemberg, and of two other members 
chosen by tin* Bundesrath. At least five states must be repre¬ 
sented on each of these Commissions, and Prussia must always be 
one of the five, except in the case of the Commission on Foreign 
Affairs. On this last Prussia needs no representation; she has 
committed to' her, through her king who is also Emperor, the 
whole conduct of the foreign affairs of the Empire; the Commis¬ 
sion is appointed simply to watch the course of international 
relations, and,to inform the several states of the posture of 
(foreign affairs from time to time. “ It has to prepare no con- 
elusion for the Bundesrath and to make no reports to it: it serves 
to receive communications concerning *the foreign affairs of the 
Empire and to exchange opinions with the imperial administra¬ 
tion concerning” those affairs. 1 Its action is thus independent 
of its connection with the Bundesrath; and tjiis is the chief point 
of contrast between it and the other Commissions. Their duties 
are principally to the Bundesrath: they for the most part only 
make reports to it. 


1 Labaiut, p. 46. 
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516. Besides their right to representation on the Commission on 
Foreign Affairs, of which Bavaria has the presidency, Wiirttemberg, 
Bavaria, and Saxony have also the right to appointments on the Commis¬ 
sions for Land Forces and Fortifications ami for Naval Affairs which it is 
the privilege of the Emperor to name. Prussia is entitled to the presi¬ 
dency of all the Commissions except that on Foreign Affairs. Each state 
represented has one vote in the action of a Commission, and a simple 
majority controls. 

516. The Reichstag: its Character and Competence. — It would 
lead to very serious misconceptions to regard the Bundesrath and 
the Reichstag as simply the two houses of the imperial legislature, 
unlike each other only in some such way as our Senate and House 
of Representatives are unlike, only, i.e., because the upper house 
is differently constituted and is entrusted with a certain share in 
functions not legislative. Properly conceived, the Bundesrath 
ancl Reichstag stand upon a very different footing with reference 
to each other. The Bundesrath is the sovereign organ of the 
Empire, the authoritative representative of the “body of German 
sovereigns and the senates of the free, cities.” Though it origi¬ 
nates most of the legislation of the Empire, legislation is no 
more peculiarly its business than is the superintendence of ad¬ 
ministration or the exercise of judicial functions. It, as part of 
the administration, governs; the Reichstag, as representing the 
German people, controls. The control of the Reichstag is exer¬ 
cised, not only through its participation, in legislation, but also 
through the giving or withholding of its sanction to certain ordi¬ 
nances to whose validity the constitution makes its concurrence 
necessary; through its power of refusing to pass,the necessary 
laws for the execution of treaties of which it does not approve;, 
through its right to inquire into the conduct of affairs; and 
through its right of remonstrance. Its powers are not enumer¬ 
ated; they are, exercised in one form or another, as wide as the 
activities of the Empire. The legislative competence of the 
Empire is, since 18£3, legally unlimited as to private law: it 
covers the whole field of civil and criminal enactment. 

517. Composition of the Reichstag. — The Reichstag represents, 
not the states, or the people of the several states regarded sepa¬ 
rately, but the whole German people. Representation is dis- 
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tributed on the basis of about one representative to every one 
hundred and thirty-one thousand inhabitants. Representatives 
are, however, elected by districts, one for each district, and no 
district may cross a state line and include territory lying in more 
than one state. If, therefore, any state of the Empire have less 
than one hundred and thirty-one thousand inhabitants, it may, 
nevertheless, constitute a district and send a representative to 
the.'Reichstag. 

618. The Reichstag at present (1897) consists of three hundred and 
ninety-seven members ; and of this number Prussia returns two hundred 
and thirty-five, about three-fifths of the whole number. The electoral dis¬ 
tricts as they now stand (1897) are sadly in need of change. They were 
fixed so long ago that Berlin, though it has grov.-n to possess more than a 
million and a half inhabitants, has oniy’six members in the Reichstag. 

519. The members of the Reichstag are elected for a term of 
five years by universal suffrage and secret ballot. The voting 
age in Germany is twenty-five years; and that is also the earliest 
age of eligibility to the Reichstag. 

520. The election districts are determined in the northern states 
according to laws passed under the North German Confederation ; in 
Bavaria, by the Bavarian legislature ; in the other southern states, by the 
Rundcsrath. The subdivisions of the districts, the voting precincts, are 
determined by the administrations of the states. 

621. An absolute majority is required for election, as in France (sec. 
405). In easy no candidate receives such a majority, the commissioner 
of election — an officer appointed by the administration for each district— 
is to order a new election to take place within fourteen days aftei the 
official publication of the result of the first, the voting to be for the two 
candidates who received the highest number of votes. Should this second 
electiob result in a tie the. lot decides. 

• 

522. Election to the Reichstag takes place, not on days set by 
statute, but on days appointed by executive decree, as in France 
(sec. 405). For the Reichstag may be dissolved by the Emperor, 
with the consent of the Bundesrath (by a vote in which Prussia 
concurs) before the completion of its regulaj term of five years. 

623. In dase of a dissolution, a new election must be ordered within 
sixty days, and the Reichstag must reassemble within ninety days. The 
Emperor may also adjourn the Reichstag without its own consent (or, in 
English phrase, prorogue it) once during any session, for not more than 
thirty days. • 
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524. Sessions of the Reichstag. — The Reichstag meets at the 
call of the Emperor, who must call it together at least once each 
year; and who may convene it oftener. He must summon at the 
same time the Bundesrath. The sessions of the Reichstag must 
be public; it is not within its choice to make them private. A 
private session is regarded as, legally, only a private conference 
of the members of the Reichstag, and can have no public authority 
whatever. 

625. Members of the Reichstag who accept a salaried office under the 
Empire or one of the states, or an imperial or state office of higher rank 
or power than any they may have held when elected, must resign and 
offer themselves for reelection. (Compare sec. 80.').) 

526. Organization of the Reichstag. — The Reichstag elects its 
own President, Vice-presidents (2), and Secretaries. For the 
facilitation of its business, it divides itself by lot, for the session, 
into seven ‘Sections’ (Abtheilungen), each Section being made to 
contain, as nearly as may be, the same number of members as 
each of the others. These Sections divide among them the work 
of verifying the election of members and the choice of special 
committees. The Reichstag has no standing committees; but 
from time to time, as convenience suggests, temporary commit¬ 
tees are named, whose duty it is to prepare! information for the 
body, which they present in reports of a general nature. These 
committees it is which the Sections select. Each Section con¬ 
tributes its quota of members to each committee. The party 
leaders, however, always determine beforehand the division of 
places on the Committees and the Sections merely do their will 
in the matter. Government bills, moreover, are not referred to 
the committees. They play no such part in revision as is played 
by the committees of the French Chamber of Deputies (secs. 432- 
434). One-half of the members constitute a quorum; and an 
absolute majority is requisite to a valid vote.' 

627. Election tt Officers. — The initial constitution of a newly 
elected Reichstag is interesting. It comes to order under (he presidency 
of the oldest member; it then elects its president, two vice-presidents, and 
secretaries j the president and vice-presidents for a term of only four 
weeks. At the end of these four weeks a president and vice-presidents 
are elected for the rest of the session. There i& no election of officers for 
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the whole legislative term, as in England and the United States: at the 
opening of each annual session a new election takes place. It is only at 
the first, however, that there is a, so to say, experimental election for a 
trial tern> of four weeks. 

528. Powers of the Beichstag: the Budget. — The Bundearath, 
as I have said, governs; the Beichstag in a measure controls. 
But only in a measure. Its assent is necessary to the validity 
of qll legislation. Though the Bundearath originates, it cannot 
rule in the field of law without the cooperation of the popular 
chamber. Like other popular assemblies, too, the Reichstag 
votes the taxes and subjects the government to sharp criticism 
when it asks for money. But the annual budget comes to it, like 
other subjects of legislation, from the Bundearath, and with the 
sanction of that great chamber already behind it; many of the 
principal revenue laws art; not annual but permanent; the army, 
for whose maintenance the larger votes are asked, is organizld 
for periods of several years together and must be paid; and there 
is really very little latitude of choice with regard to any but 
new or subordinate expenditures. No minister is responsible to 
the Reichstag for what he does or proposes. The Emperor may 
dissolve the Reichstag at any time, if the Bundearath consents, 
and has frequently exercised the power with the result of obtain¬ 
ing in the new elections the majority he desired. The Reichstag 
may influence affairs, may win slow victories by persistent and 
well-directed criticism, may force modifications of policy; but it 
is constantly made to realize the fact that it cannot govern, and 
that its chief function is not origination but control. 

52b. ^Classes .and Parties. — The majority of its members, more¬ 
over, are Prussians, and Prussia is above all things else a mili¬ 
tary state, trained to the compact order and instinctive obedience 
of a strong monarchy. Classes, too, art,’ sharply marked in Prus¬ 
sia. An active and influential landed aristocracy furnishes the 
army with its oest officers, the court with its most devoted ser¬ 
vants, the public assemblies with their most conservative leaders. 
The parties that desire democratic privilege work against ancient 
prestige, against the habit of the community, against the organi¬ 
zation and the prejudices of long-established classes. National 
parties, moreover, are broken athwart by the divergent feelings 
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and variant interests of the different states of the unequal Em¬ 
pire. Prussia supports the monarchy whose power galls the 
lesser states; her statesmen withstand the process of liberaliza¬ 
tion which men of the smaller states would fain see pressed for¬ 
ward. Neither responsible party government nor any kind of 
clear-cut constitutional rule is yet possible. 

530. Imperial Administration. — While the distinction between 
the executive and legislative functions of government is sharply 
enough preserved in Germany, no equally clear discrimination is 
made in practice between executive and judicial functions. The 
judiciary is a branch of the administration. The caption ‘Im¬ 
perial Administration ’ covers, therefore, all activities of the gov¬ 
ernment of the Empire which are not legislative. 

531. Although it is a fundamental principle of the imperial 
constitution that ‘the Empire has sovereign legislative power, the 
states only autonomy,’ the Empire has heretofore occupied only 
a part of the great field thus opened to it, and has confined itself 
as a rule to mere oversight, leaving to the states even the execu¬ 
tion of imperial laws. 

632. The judges of all but the supreme imperial court, for instance, 
the tariff officials and gangers, the coast officers, and the district military 
authorities, are state officers. , 

533. The Imperial Chancellor. — The Empire has, neverthe¬ 
less, its own distinct administrative o'gans, through which it 
takes, whether through oversight simply or as a direct execu¬ 
tive, a most important and quite controlling part in affairs; 
and the head and centre of its administration 'is the Imperial 
Chancellor, an officer who has no counterpart in any other con¬ 
stitutional government. 

534. (1) Looked at from one point of view, the Chancellor 
may be said to be the Emperor’s responsible self. If one could 
clearly grasp the idea of a responsible constitutional monarch 
standing beside an» irresponsible constitutional monarch from 
whom his authority was derived, he would have, conceived the 
real, though not the theoretical, character of the Imperial Chan¬ 
cellor of Germany. He is the Emperor’s responsible proxy. 
Appointed by the Emperor and removable at his pleasure, he is 
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still, while he retains his office, virtually supreme head of the 
state, standing between the Emperor and the Reichstag, as the 
butt of al 1 criticism and the object of all punishment. He is not 
a responsible minister in the English or French sense (secs. 427, 
868, 869); there is, strictly speaking, no ‘parliamentary respon¬ 
sibility ’ in Germany. In many respects, it is true, the Chan¬ 
cellor does occupy with regard to the Reichstag much the same 
position that a French or English ministry holds towards the 
representatives of the people; he must give an account of the ad¬ 
ministration to them, when a debate is forced upon him. But 
an adverse vote does not unseat him. His ‘responsibility’ does 
not consist in a liability to be forced to resign, but consists 
simply in amenability to the laws. ■ He does not represent the 
majority in the Reichstag, but he must obey the law. 

635. This ‘ responsibility ’ of the Chancellor's, so far as it goes, shields, 
not the Emperor only, but also all other ministers. “The constitution 
of the Empire knows only a single administrative chief, the Imperial 
Chancellor." 1 

630. So all-inclusive is the representative character of the chancellor¬ 
ship that all powers not specifically delegated to others rest with the. Chan¬ 
cellor. Thus, except when a special envoy is appointed for the purpose, 
he conducts all negotiations with foreign powers. He is also charged with 
facilitating the necessary intercourse between the Bundesrath and the 
Reichstag. 

The Chancellor’s relation to the Reichstag is typified in his 
duty of submitting to it the annual budget of the Empire. 

637. (2) Still further examined, the chancellorship is found 
to be tli$ centre; not only, but also the source of all departments 
•f the administration. Theoretically at least the chancellorship 
is the Administration: the various departments now existing are 
offshoots from it, differentiations within its all-embracing sphere. 
In the official classification adopted in German commentaries on 
the. public law of the Empire, the Chancellor constitutes a class 
by himself. 2 There are (1) The Imperial Chancellor, (2) Admin¬ 
istrative offices, (3) Independent (i.e., separate) financial offi¬ 
cials, and (4) Judicial officials. The Chancellor dominates the 
entire imperial service. 

1 JLabaud, p.' 67. 


2 Laband, p. 66. 
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638. (3) A third aspect of the Chancellor’s abounding au¬ 
thority is his superintendency of the administration of the laws 
of the Empire by the states. With regard to the largp number 
of imperial laws which are given into the hands of the several 
states to be administered, the Empire may not only command 
what is to be done, but may also prescribe the way in which it 
shall-be done: and it is the duty of the Chancellor to superintend 
the states in their performance of such behests. In doing this 
he does not, however, deal directly with the administrative 
officials of the states, but with the state governments to whom 
those officials are responsible. In case of conflict between the 
Chancellor and the government of a state, the Bundesrath de¬ 
cides. 

659. The expenses of this administration of federal laws by the states 
fall upon the treasuries of the states themselves, not upon the treasury of 
the Empire. Such outlays on the part of the states constitute a part of 
their contribution to the support of the imperial government. The states 
are required to make regular reports to the imperial government concern¬ 
ing their conduct of imperial administration. 

540. (4) When acting in the capacity of chairman of the 
Bundesrath, the Chancellor is simply a Prussian, not tin imperial, 
official. He represents there, not the Enyioror, for the Em¬ 
peror as Emperor has no place in the Bundesrath, but the king of 
Prussia. 

641. During most of the time since the institution of the Empire the 
Chancellor has been also chief minister of Prussia as president of the 
Council; and such a union of offices is both natural ami desirable. Theo¬ 
ries aside, the Prussian government guides imperial affairs through the 
Chancellor. ,■ 

542. The Vice-chancellorship. —The laws of the Empire make a 
double provision for the appointment of substitutes for the Cham-ellur. 
As I have already said, in connection with his presidency of the Hioi- 
desrath (sec. 511), he may himself appoint a substitute,, for whose acts lie 
is, however, responsible. In addition to this a law of March 17, 1878, 
empowers the Knqielur to appoint a responsible Vice-Chancellor. This 
appointment is made, upon the motion of the Chancellor Himself, for the 
administration of all or any part of his duties, when lie is himself hindemi, 
even by an overweight of business, from acting; the Chancellor himself 
judging of the necessity for the appointment. The Chancellor may at any 
ime, too, resume any duties that may have beeh entrusted to the Vice- 
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chancellor, and himself act as usual. He is thus, in effect, ultimately 
responsible in every case, — even for the non-exercise of his office. The 
vice-chancellorship is only a convenience. 

543. Foreign Affairs. — The full jurisdiction over the foreign 
affairs of the Empire conferred upon the imperial government by 
the constitution of the Empire does not exclude the several states 
from having their own independent dealings with foreign courts: 
it only confines them in such dealings to matters which concern 
them without immediately affecting imperial interests. The 
subject of extradition, for instance, of the furtherance of science 
and art, of the personal relations and private affairs of dynasties, 
and all matters which affect the interests of private citizens indi¬ 
vidually, are left to be arranged, if.the states will, independently 
of the imperial Foreign Office. The states, therefore, have as 
full a right to send ambassadors for their own constitutional i^ur- 
pnses as the Empire has to send ambassadors for its greater ob¬ 
jects affecting the peace and good government of Europe. It may 
thus often happen that the Empire and several of the states of 
the Empire are at the same time separately represented at one 
and the same court. In the absence of special representatives 
from the states, their separate interests are usually cared for by 
the representative pf the Empire. The department of the impe¬ 
rial administration which has charge of the international rela¬ 
tions of the JKmpire is known as the Foreign Office simply (das 
Ausiviirtiye Amt). ' 

541. .Internal Affairs. —The general rule of government in 
Germany, as I have said, is that administration is left for the 
most part to tlte states, only a general sunerintendence being ex¬ 
ercised by the imperial authorities. But the legislative sphere 
of the Empire is very much wider than is the legislative sphere 
of the central government in any other federal state. Imperial 
statutes prescribe in very great variety the laws which the states 
administer, and are constantly extending farther and farther their 
lines of prescription. From the Empire eAanate not only laws 
which it is V the utmost moment to have uniform,—such as 
laws of marriage and divorce, —but also laws of settlement, poor 
laws, laws with reference to insurance, and even veterinary regu¬ 
lations. Its superintendence of the local state administration of 
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imperial laws, moreover, is of a very active and systematic 
sort. 

545. Weights and Measures. — Imperial methods of supervision are 
well illustrated in the matter of weights and measures. The laws with 
reference to the standard weights and measures to be used in commerce 
are passed by the imperial legislature and administered by state officials 
acting under the direction and in the pay of the state authorities; but 
thorough control of these state officials is exercised from Berlin. There 
is at the capital a thoroughly organized Weights and Measures Bureau 
( Normal-Ekhungskommission ), which supplies standard weights and 
measures, superintends all the technical business connected with the 
department, and is in constant and direct association with the state offi¬ 
cials concerned, to whom it issues from time to time specific instructions. 

546. Honey. — With regard to money the control of the Em¬ 
pire is, as might be expected, more direct. The states are for¬ 
bidden to issue paper money, and imperial legislation alone 
determines money-issue and coinage. But even here the states 
are the agents of the Empire in administration. Coining is en¬ 
trusted to state mints, the metal to be coined being distributed 
equally among them. This, however, is not really state coinage. 
The state mints are the mere agents of the imperial government: 
they coin only so much as they are commanded to coin; they 
operate under the immediate supervision of imperial commis¬ 
sioners; and the costs of their work are paid out of the imperial 
treasury. They are state mints only in this, that their officers 
and employees are upon the rolls, not offthe imperial, but of the 
state civil service. The Empire would doubtless have had mints 
of itS own had these not already existed ready to its hand. 

547. Bailways. — The policy of the Empire with reference to 
the management of the railways is as yet but partially developed; 
The Empire has so far made comparatively little use of the exten¬ 
sive powers granted it in this field by its constitution. It could 
virtually control; but it in practice only oversees and advises. 
The Imperial Railway Office (Reichx-Eisenbahnamt) has advisory 
rather than authoritative functions; its principal supervisory 
purpose is to keep the various roads safe and adequately equipped. 
Some railways the Empire itself owns, but most of the lines are 
bwned by the several states; and the states are bound by the 
constitution to administer them, not independently or antagonis- 
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tically, but as parts of a general German system. Here again 
the Empire has refrained from passing any laws compelling obe¬ 
dience to the constitution on this point; possibly because the 
states have assiduously complied of their own accord. Using 
the Bundesrath for informal conference on the matter (though 
the Bundesrath has no constitutional authority in railway adminis¬ 
tration) they have effected satisfactory cooperative arrangements. 

648. Tlie railways of Bavaria stand upon a special footing: for Bava¬ 
ria came into the federation on sjtecial term.-,, reserving an independence 
much greater than the other states retain in the management of her army, 
her railways, and her posts and telegraphs. 

640. For military purposes, the Empire may command the services of 
the railways very absolutely. It is as aids to military administration pri¬ 
marily that their proper construction and efficient equipment are insisted 
on through the Imperial Railway Office. Even the Bavarian railroads 
may be absolutely controlled when declared by formal imperial legislative 
action to be of military importance to the Empire. With reference to 
any but the Bavarian roads a simple resolution of the Bundesrath alone 
suffices for this declaration. 

660. The duty of the states to administer their roads as parts of a 
single system is held to involve the running of a sufficient number of 
trains to meet all the necessities of passenger and freight traffic, the run¬ 
ning of through coaches, the maintenance of proper connections, the 
affording of full accbmmodations, etc. 

651. At times of scarcity or crisis, the Emperor may, with the advice 
of the Bitmlusrath, prescribe low tariffs, within certain limits, for the 
transportation of certain 'kinds of provisions. 

552. Posts and Telegraphs. — Here the administrative arrange¬ 
ments af the Umpire are somewhat complicated. Bavaria and 
AYiirttemberg retaiu their own systems and a semi-independence 
in their administration, just as Bavaria does with regard to her 
railways also; being subject to only so much of imperial regula¬ 
tion as brings their postal and telegraphic services into a neces¬ 
sary uniformity with those of the Empire at large. In most of 
the states the imperial authorities directly administer these ser¬ 
vices; in a*few — Saxony, Saxe-Altenburg, the two Meeklen- 
burgs, Brunswick, and Baden — there is a sort of partnership 
between the states and the Empire. The principle throughout 
is, however, that tlio Empire controls. 
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663. Patents, etc. — Besides the administrative activities with refer¬ 
ence to internal affairs which I have mentioned, the Empire issues patents, 
grants warrants to sea-captains, naval engineers, steersmen, and pilots; 
and examines sea-going vessels with a view to testing their seaworthiness. 

554. Military and Naval Affairs. — The Empire as such has a 
navy, but no troops. Prussia is the only state of the Empire 
that ever maintained a naval force, and she has freely resigned 
to the Empire, which she virtually controls, the exclusive direc¬ 
tion of naval affairs. But the ease is different, in form at least, 
with the army. That is composed of contingents raised, equipped, 
drilled, and, in all but the highest commands, officered by the 
states. This at least is the constitutional arrangement: the actual 
arrangement is different. Only Bavaria, Saxony, Wiirttemberg, 
and Brunswick really maintain separate military administrations. 
The other states have handed over their military prerogatives to 
tlirf king of Prussia; and Brunswick also has organized her con¬ 
tingent in close imitation of and subordination to the Prussian 
army. Bavaria’s privileges extend even to the appointment of the 
commander of her contingent. The Emperor is commander-in- 
chief, however, appointing all the higher field officers; and the 
imperial rules as to the recruitment, equipment, discipline, and 
training of troops and as to the qualifications and relative grad¬ 
ing of officers are of the most minute kind and are imperative 
with regard to all states alike. 

555. Finance. —The expenses of the fEmpire are met partly 
from imperial revenues, and partly from contributions by the 
states. The Empire levies no direct taxes; its revenues come 
principally from customs duties and excises, certain stamjj. taxes, 
the profits of the postal and telegraph system, of imperial rail » 
ways, of the imperial bank, and like sources. So far as these do 
not suffice, the states assist, being assessed according to popula¬ 
tion. And here, again, the states undertake much of the actual 
work of administration: the customs officials, for Example, being 
state officers acting vnder imperial supervision. The financial 
bureaux, like all other branches of the imperial government, are 
immediately subordinated to the Imperial Chancellor. 

556. Justice. —In the administration of justice, as in so many 
other undertakings of government, the Eippire superintends, 
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merely, 3hd systematizes. The state courts are also courts of 
the Empire: imperial law prescribes for them a uniform organiza¬ 
tion and uniform modes of procedure: and at the head of the sys¬ 
tem stands the Imperial Court ( Reichsgericht ) at Leipzig, created 
in 1877 as the supreme court of appeal. The state governments 
appoint the judges of the state courts and determine the judicial 
districts; but imperial laws fix the qualification s'to be required 
of the judges, as well as the organization that the eourts shall 
liaVe. The decisions of the court at Leipzig give uniformity to 
the system of law. 

557. Citizenship. — Every citizen of a state of the Empire is a 
citizen of the Empire also and may enjoy the rights and immuni¬ 
ties of a citizen in every part of the Empire; but Citizenship, 
though rooted in the states by w;u of locus, is conferred only 
upon terms fixed by federal law. The Empire determines in 
nearly all respects this fundamental question of civil status; find 
every citizen is thereby made the more directly and immediately 
a citizen of the Empire. It remains, nevertheless, the theory of 
the relationship that citizenship is primarily state citizenship 
and that citizenship of the Empire flows out of citizenship of the 
state, as with us. (Compare secs. 1121, 1124.) 

Tin: Government ok Prussia. 

558. The organization of government in Prussia has, for the 
student, of German political institutions, a double interest and 
importance. Tn the first place, Prussia’s king is Germany’s 
Emperor; Prussia is the presiding and controlling state of the 
Empir?; and many of her executive, Inmaux are used as admin¬ 
istrative agencies of the Empire. Her government is in a very 
real sense an organ and representative of the imperial govern¬ 
ment. In the second place, Prussia’s administrative system 
serves as a type of the highest development of local government 
in Germany. Prussia has studied to lie mtjre perfect than any 
other European state in her administrative organization. 

559. St&gefs of Administrative Development. —Until the time 
when she emerged from the long period of her development as 
the Mark Brandenburg and took her place among the great rnili* 
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tary states of Europe, Prussia’s administrative organization was 
of a very crude sort, not much advanced beyond the mediaeval 
pattern. Later, under the Great Elector and his immediate suc¬ 
cessors, though well out of her early habits, she was still little 
more than a mere military state, and her administration, though 
more highly developed, had almost no thought for anything but 
the army. Only since the close of the Napoleonic wars has her 
system of government become a model of centralized civil order. 

660. Process of Centralization. — The Great Elector reduced 
the feudal Estates of the Mark to complete subjection to his 
will. He it was, also, who began the policy by which local 
affairs as well were to be centralized. In the towns the pro¬ 
cess was simple enough. In them there was little effective ob¬ 
struction: the channels wer& already open. There the military 
authorities, directly representative of the Elector, had all along 
digitated in.police and kindred matters; direct ordinances of the 
Elector, moreover, regulated taxation and the finances, and even 
modified municipal privileges at pleasure. It did not take long, 
such being the system already established, to make burgomasters 
creatures of the royal will, or to put effective restrictions upon 
municipal functions. 

561. In the provinces, however, it was quite another matter 
to crush out local privilege. The Prussia of the Great Elector 
and his successors was no longer the Mark Brandenburg, but the 
extended Prussia of conquest. There were many Estates to deal 
with in the several principalities of tlfe kingdom; and these 
Estates, exercising long-established prerogatives, very stubbornly 
contested every step with the central power. They were the 
channels through which the sovereign’s will Iiad at 'first to 
operate upon provincial government, and they were by no means’ 
open channels. They insisted, for a long time with considerable 
success, that the chief officers of the provinces should be nomi¬ 
nated by themselves; and they nominated natives, men of their 
own number. Only by slow and insidious processes did the 
Elector, or his successors the kings of Prussia, makq out of these 
representative provincial officials subservient royal Servants. 

562. First Results of Centralization. — The system pursued in 
the process of centralization, so far as there was any system, 
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was a system by which central control was grafted upon the old 
growths of local government derived from the Middle Ages. The 
result was of course full of complexities and compromises. In 
the vast royal domains bailiffs administered justice and police, as 
did Schulzen in the manorial villages. In the larger rural areas 
a Landrath, or sheriff, “nominated by the county nobility, usu¬ 
ally from among their own number, and appointed by the king,” 
saw to the preservation of order, to the raising of the levies, to 
tax collection, and to purveyance. In the towns there was a 
double administration. Magistrates of the towns’ own choosing 
retained certain narrow local powers, constantly subject to be 
interfered with by the central authority; but royal tax-commis¬ 
sioners, charged with excise and polic e, were the real rulers. 
Above this local organization, as an organ of superintendence, 
there was in each province a ‘Chamber for War and Domains,’ 
which supervised alike the Landrath and the city tax-eommjs- 
sjoners. 

663. A War and Domains Chamber consisted of a president, a “ director 
or vice-president, and a number of councillors proportioned to the size, 
populousness, or wealth of the province.” The president of a chamber 
was “expected to make periodical tours of inspection throughout the 
province, its the Lamlraths did throughout their counties.” In the 
despatcli of business by a Chamber, the councillors were assigned special 
districts, special kinds of revenue, or particular public improvements for 
their superintendence or administration, the whole board supervising, 
auditing, etc.* 

064. Justice and Finance. — Much progress towards centraliza¬ 
tion was'also made by the organization of justice and finance. 
“The ^ministration of justice was in the hands of boards, the 
Jiegierungen, or governments, on the one hand [the whole organi¬ 
zation of administration in Prussia being characteristically col¬ 
legiate], and the courts on the other.” * 

oO.'i. In finance also there was promise of systematization. 
During the period preceding the Napoleonic wars, when Prussia 
figured as a purely military state, the chief concern of the central 
government*\yas the maintenance and development of the army. 
The chief source of revenue was the royal domains: the chief 


‘Tuttle, History of Prussia. Vol. III., pp. 107-109. 
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need for revenue arose out of the undertakings of war. 1 There 
were, therefore, at the seat of government two specially promi¬ 
nent departments of administration, the one known as the ‘Gen¬ 
eral War Commissariat,’ and having charge of the 'army, the 
other known as the ‘General Finance Directory,’ commissioned 
to get the best possible returns from the domains; and here and 
there throughout the provinces there were ‘ War Commissariats ’ 
and ‘Domains Chambers ’ which were the local branches of the 
two great central departments. 8 These two departments'and 
their provincial ramifications were, however, instead of being 
coordinated, kept quite distinct from each other, clashing and 
interfering in their activities rather than cooperating. 

r>06. Fusion of Departments of War and Domains. — Such at * 
least was the system under rite Great Elector and his immediate 
successor, Frederic I., if system that can be called which was 
without cither unity or coherence. Frederic William I. united 
War and Domains under a single central hoard, to be known as 
the ‘General Supreme Financial Directory for War and Domains,’ 
and brought the local war and domains hoards together iu the 
provinces as Chambers for War and Domains. Under this ar¬ 
rangement the various ‘war councillors ’ who served the provin¬ 
cial Chambers were charged with a miscellany of functions. 
Besides the duties which they exercised in ifn mediate connection 
with military administration, they were excise and police com¬ 
missioners, and exercised in the cities many of the'civil functions 
which had formerly belonged to other direct representatives of 
the Crown. In the rural districts the Chambers were "served in 
civil matters by the several iMwlmthe. 

5(57. Differentiation of Central Bureaux. — This arrangement 
speedily proved as cumbrous as the name of its central organ, and 
an internal differentiation set in. The General Directory sepa¬ 
rated into Committees; and, as time went on, these committees 
began to assume the character of distinct Ministries,—though 
upon a very haphazard system. Frederic the Great further con¬ 
fused the system by creating special departments* immediately 

1 The army consumed about five-sevenths of the entire revenue. 

2 Seeley, Life and Times of Stein, Vol. I., Chap. II. Also Tuttle, Vol. I., 
pp. 421, 422. 
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dependent upon himself and a special cabinet of advisers having 
no connection with the General Directory. He was himself the 
only cohesive element in the administration: it held together 
because clasped entire within his hand. 

568. Reforms of Stein and Hardenberg. — Order was at last 
introduced into the system through the influence of Baron vom 
Stein and the executive capacity of Count Hardenberg, the two 
most eminent ministers of Frederic William III., who together 
may be said to have created the present central administration 
of Prussia. Prussia owes to the genius of Stein, indeed, the 
main features of both her central and her local organization. 
Her central organization is largely the direct work of his hands; 
and her local organization derives its principles from his thought 
not only, but also from the provisions of the great Ordinance by 
which he reconstructed the administration of the towns. 

560. Prussian administrative arrangements as they now exist may be 
said to be in large part student-made. As the Roman emperors honored 
the scientific jurists of the Empire l>> calling upon them to preside over 
legal development, so have Prussian kings more and more inclined to rely 
upon the advice of cultured students of institutions in tin- organic develop¬ 
ment of the government. Stein was above all tilings else a student of 
governments. In our own day the influence of Professor (ineist upon 
administrative, evolution has continued the excellent tradition of student 
power. And because she has thus trusted her .students, Prussia Inis had 
practical students: students whose advice lias been conservative and care¬ 
fully observant of historical conditions. • 

670. Of course it is much easier to give such influence to students where 
the government follows for tiie most part royal or executive initiative than 
where all initiative rests witii a popular chamber. It is easier to get and 
to keep the ear of one master than the ears of flve hundred. 

• 

571. Reform of Local Government before 1872. —The county 
law ( Kreisordnnnt /) of the 1.3 December, 1872, has been called 
the Magna Churta of Prussian local government. Upon it all 
later changes Unci modifications rest. Between the period of 
Stein’s reforms and the legislation of 1871} the organization of 
local government was substantially as follows: 1 The provinces 
were divided* into ‘Government Districts,’ as now, the Govern* 

1 See 11. B. 1>. Moricr’s essay on Local Government in German!/, in the 
volume of Cobden Club Jissays for 1875. 
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nieut Districts into ‘Circles ’ or Counties. An administrative 
Board established in the Government District was then, as now, 
the vital organ of local administration. In the province there 
was also a board, exercising general supervisory powers, the eye 
of tjie central bureaux in the larger affairs of administration, the 
affairs, that is, which extended beyond the area of a single Gov¬ 
ernment District; and, as the chief officer of the province, a 
‘Superior President’ of influential position and function. But 
alongside of this quite modern machinery stood the old provincial 
Estates (revived in 1853), representing, not the people, but the 
social orders of a by-gone age, ami possessing certain shadowy 
powers of giving advice. In the ‘Circle’ or County, there was 
still the Landrath, as formerly, appointed from a list of local 
landed proprietors, and associated with the ‘Estates of the Circle,’ 
a body composed of the county squires and a few elected repre¬ 
sentatives from the towns and the rural townships,—a body of 
antiquated pattern recalled to life, like the Estates of the prov¬ 
ince, in 1853. In the towns, which had directly received the 
imprint of .Stein’s reforming energy and sagacity, administration 
was conducted by boards of magistrates chosen by popular coun¬ 
cils and associated with those councils in all executive business 
by means of a joint-committee organization, t the burgomasters 
being presidents rather than chief magistrates. 

572. Landgemeintje and Manors. — Resides these areas of adminis¬ 
tration there were rural communes ( Lamlijemliiule) still connected, quite 
after the feudal fashion, with adjacent or circumjacent manors, their gov¬ 
ernment vested in a Schulze and two or more Schoffen (sheriffs or justices), 
the former being appointed either by the lord of the Mtanor, of, if the 
village was a free village, as sometimes happened, by the owner of some, 
ancient freehold within the commune with which manorial rights had 
somehow passed. The cmrynune had, besides, eitber a primary or an 
elective assembly. The. communes were often allowed, under the super¬ 
vision of the oftisial board of the Government District, tculraw up charters 
for themselves, embodying their particular local laws and privileges. 
Within the manors pelice powers, poor-relief, the maintenance of roads, 
etc., rested with the proprietor. Local government was' within their 
borders private government. 

573. Beform of 1872. — The legislation of 1872 took the final 
steps towards getting rid of such pieces as remained of the anti- 
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quitted system. It abolished the hereditary jurisdiction of the 
manor and the dependent office of Schulze, and established in 
place of the feudal status an equal citizenship of residence. In 
place of the Estates of the province and county it put real repre¬ 
sentative bodies. It retained the Lanilrath, but somewhat cur¬ 
tailed his powers in the smaller areas within the Circle, and 
associated with him an effective administrative board, of which 
he. became little more than president. It carried out more 
thoroughly than before in the various areas the principle of 
board direction, integrating the lesser with the greater boards, 
and thus giving to the smaller areas organic connection with 
the larger. It reformed also the system of local taxation. 
It is upon this legislation, as I have said, that the system 
of local government now obtaining in Prussia is erected 1 (secs. 
588, (518). 

574. The Central Executive Departments. —Stein’s scheme Yor 
the development of the central organs of administration brought 
into existence five distinct ministries, which no longer masquer¬ 
aded as committees of a cumbrous General Directory, and whose 
functions were distributed entirely upon a basis of logical distinc¬ 
tion, not at all upon any additional idea of territorial distribution. 
These were a Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a Ministry of the 
Interior, a Ministry of Justice, a Ministry of Finance, and a 
Ministry of War. This, however, proved to be by no means a 
final differentiation. r, ,'he Ministry of the Interior was at first 
given a too miscellaneous collection of functions, and there split 
off from'it in 1817 a Ministry of Ecclesiastical, Educational, and 
Sanitary Affairs, and in 1848 a Ministry of Trade, Commerce, and 
.Public Works and a Ministry of Agriculture. In 1878 a still 
further differentiation took place. The Ministry of Finance, re¬ 
taining distinct reminiscence of its origin in the administration 
of the royal domains, had hitherto maintained a Department of 
Domains and Forests. That department was in 1878 transferred 
to the Ministry of Agriculture. At the same time, the Ministry 
of Trade, Gbjnmeree, and Public Works was divided into two, a 
Ministry of Trade and Commerce and a Ministry of Public 
Works. 


i Moricr, p. 434. 
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575. There are now, therefore, nine ministries: (1) a Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (Stein, 1808) ; (2) a Ministry of the Interior (1808) ; (8) a 
Ministry of Ecclesiastical, Educational, and Sanitary Affairs (1817) ; 
(4) a Ministry of Trade and Commerce (1848) ; (6) a Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture (1848), Domains, and Forests (1878); (6) a Ministry of Public 
Works (1878) ; (7) a Ministry of Justice (1808) ; (8) a Ministry of Fi-' 
nance (1808) ; and (9) a Ministry of War (1808). 

576. The Council of State. — Most of these ministries were created 
before Prussia had any effective parliamentary system, and when, con¬ 
sequently, there was no instrumentality in existence through which there 
could be exercised any legislative control over the executive. Stein would 
have revived for the exercise of some such function the ancient Council of 
State ( Stnutsrnth ) founded by Joachim Friedrich in 1604, which had at 
first presided over all administration but whose prerogatives of oversight 
and control had gradually decayed and disappeared. This council, which 
bore a general family resemblahcc to the English Privy Council (see. 854), 
had a mixed membership made up in part of princes of the blood royal, 

, in part of certain civil, military, and judicial officials serving ex officio, amt 
in part of state officials specially and occasionally summoned. It was 
Stein’s purpose to rehabilitate this body, which was in a sense representa¬ 
tive of the classes standing nearest to government and therefore presum¬ 
ably best qualified to test methods, and to set it to oversee the work of the 
ministers: to serve as a frame of unity in the administration without with¬ 
drawing from the ministers their separate responsibility and freedom of 
movement. This part of his plan was not, however, carried out, and the 
Council of State, though still existing, a shadowy of its former self, lias 
never regained its one-time prominence in administration. 

577. Staatsmittirterium. — Instead of adopting Stein’s plan, 
Count Hardenberg integrated the several ministries by establish¬ 
ing the Ministry of State, or College of Ministers ( Slaatsminis- 
ten'mn), which stands in much the same relation to Prussian 
administration that the French Couneil of Ministers (see. 42D) 
occupies towards administration in France, though it in some 
respects resembles also *the French Couneil of State (see. 408). 
It is composed of the heads of the several ministries and meets, 
once » week or oftener, for the consideration of all matters which 
concern all the executive departments alike, to discuss proposed 
general laws or constitutional amendments, to rqljust conflicts 
between departments, to hear reports from the ministers as to 
their policy in the prosecution of their separate work, to exercise 
a certain oversight over local administration, to concert measures 



THE GOVERNMENTS OF GERMANY. 


283 


to meet any civil exigency that may arise, etc. It serves to give 
unity and coherence to administration. 

578. The Supreme Chamber of Accounts. — The same purpose 
is served by the Supreme Chamber of Accounts ( 'Oberreehnnng- 
skammer ) and by the Economic Council (VolkswirthxchajUmth). 
The Supreme Chamber of Accounts was founded in 1714 by 
Frederic William I. Its members have the tenure and responsi¬ 
bility of judges. Its president is appointed by the Crown on the 
nomination of the Ministry of State; its other members are ap¬ 
pointed by the Crown upon the nomination of its president, 
countersigned by the president of the Ministry of State. It con¬ 
stitutes a distinct branch of the government, being subordinate, 
not to the Ministry of State, but directly responsible to the Crown. 
Its duty is the careful oversight and revision of the accounts of 
income and expenditure from all departments; and the oversight 
of the state debt and of the acquisition and disposition of prop¬ 
erty by the state. It watches, in brief, the detailed adminis¬ 
tration of the finances, and is the judicial guardian of the laws 
concerning revenue and disbursement. 

670. The Economic Council. — The Economic Council considers pro¬ 
posals for laws or ordinances affecting weighty economic interests which 
fall within the domains of the three, ministries of Trade and Commerce, of 
l’nblic Works, and of Agriculture. Such proposals, as well as the pro¬ 
posals for the repeal of such laws and ordinances may he submitted to its 
debate before going to the king for his approval. ( It is also privileged to 
consider the uuestion liowTrussia’s votes shall he cast upon such matters 
in the lii/ndesrtith. Of course, however, its part in affairs is merely con¬ 
sultative. It is composed of seventy-five members appointed by the king 
for a tejin of live years, forty-five of t bis number being appointed upon the 
nomination of various chambers of commerce, mercantile corporations, 
and agricultural unions. 

580. The Ministers in the Legislature.* —The king —or, more 
properly, the Administration — is represented in the legislative 
houses by the ministers, who need not be members in onder to 
attend and speak on the public business. 

581. The Tayiri tag ; the House of Lords. — The Prussian Land¬ 
tag, or Legislature, consists of two houses, a House of Lords 
( Herrenhaus ) and a House of Representatives (Abgeordnetenhaus). 
The House of Lords might better be described as a house of classes. 
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It contains not only hereditary members who represent rights of 
blood, but also life members who represent landed properties and 
great institutions, and officials who represent the civil hierarchy. 
There sit in it princes of the blood royal nominated to member¬ 
ship by the king; the heads of families once royal whose domains 
have been swallowed up by Prussia; certain greater noblemen 
appointed by the Crown, together with eight others elected by the 
resident landowners of the provinces; the four chief officials of 
the province of Prussia (the Supreme Burggraf, the High Mar¬ 
shal, the Grand Master of the Teutonic. Order, and the Chancel¬ 
lor); and a great number of life members appointed by the king 
upon the presentation of various bodies: certain evangelical 
foundations, namely, certain colleges of counts, and of land¬ 
holders of great and ancient possession, the nine universities, 
aijd forty-three cities which have received the right of nomina¬ 
tion. The king may, besides, issue special summons to sit in the 
House of Lords to such persons as he thiuks worthy. There is 
no limit placed upon the number of members, —the only restric¬ 
tion concerns age: members must be at least thirty years old. 

582. At present (1897) the number of members is about three hundred. 
Of these quite one-third are of the landed nobility, and almost as many 
more are the nominees of the landed classes ; so that the House stands for 
loyalty to the Crown and opposition to lilieral change. 

583. The House pf Representatives, though in a sense repre¬ 
senting every Prussian twenty-five years of age who is not 
specially disqualified to vote, is not constituted by a direct popu¬ 
lar franchise^ or even by an equal suffrage. Tlie t vote is indirect 
and is proportioned to taxable property. The country is'divided 
into districts; the qualified voters of each district are divided 
into three classes in sucV a way that each class shall represent 
one-third of the taxable property of the district; each of these 
classes^selects by vote a third of the number of electors to which 
the district is entitled; and the electors so chosen elect the 
members of the House of Representatives. 

*■ 

584. The Electoral System. — One elector is chosen for every two 
hundred and fifty inhabitants ; the voting is not by the ballot, but is public, 
and an absolute majority of the electors is required to elect. The total 
number of members of the Uouse is 433. The Verm is five years. Any 
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Prussian Who is thirty years of age and in full possession of civil rights 
may be chosen. In case a vacancy occur in the House, no choice of 
electors is necessary. Once chosen, the electors are competent to act 
throughout the legislative term. 

f>85. It need hardly to be remarked that the division of the primary 
voters into classes according to the amount of taxes they pay gives a pre¬ 
ponderance to wealth. The three classes are of course very unequal in 
numbers. It requires a comparatively small number of rich men to repre¬ 
sent one-third of the taxable property in a district; it takes a considerably 
Utrger number of the well-to-do to represent another third ; and the last 
third will be represented by the great imjority of the inhabitants of 
the district. For the classes are not constituted with a view to distribut¬ 
ing the small taxpayers and equalizing the classes numerically. Those 
who pay most taxes constitute the first class; those who pay less, the 
seroud; those who pay least or none, the third; and it may thus very 
well happen that a very small nunibtv of persons elects a third of the 
electors. 

58C. Equality and Competence of the House. — The constant 
i.i both Houses is necessary to the passage of a law, and they 
stand upon a perfect equality as regards also the right of initia¬ 
tive in legislation, — except that all financial measures must 
originate in the lower house, and that the upper house can pass 
upon the budget, which must he presented first to the House of 
.Representatives, only as a whole. The Lords cannot amend the 
budget in part when it comes up to them: they must accept or 
reject it entire. 

687. The King’s Po ver of Adjournment and Dissolution. — The 

king may adjourn the House of Representatives for a period not exceed¬ 
ing thirty days, once during any one session without its consent. He 
may also dissolve it. When a dissolution is resorted to Jje must order a 
new Section within sixty days, and the newly uected House must assemble 
within ninety days. (Compare sec. 415.) 

588. Local Government. — The organization of local govern¬ 
ment in 1’russia is rendered complex by a mixture of historical 
and systematic*elements: it is compounded of old and nejv, —of 
the creations of history and the creations f>f Stein and Gneist. 
Stein’s hand is even more visible in local organization in Prussia 
than in the organization of the central ministries. More conser¬ 
vative than the Constituent Assembly and Napoleon in France, he 
did not sweep away # the old provinces of Prussia, whose bounda- 
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ries, like those of the French provinces of the old regime, were 
set deep in historical associations. The twelve provinces were 
given a place,—a function of superintendence,— in the new sys¬ 
tem established. The country is, indeed, divided into Districts 
(Bezirke) corresponding in general character and purpose with 
the French Departments; but these Districts are grouped under a 
superintendent provincial organization. There are, therefore, in 
Prussian local organization (1) the Province,-(2) the Government 
District, (3) the Circle ( Krei*) or County, and (4) the township 
and the town. The township and the town are, as we shall see, 
coordinate, standing, not in subordination to each other, but in 
the same rank of the series. 

680. The usual organs of legal government throughout all the series of 
the Prussian system are “first, a representative body with an exclusive 
control over the economic portion of the communal business; secondly, 
'an executive board with an exclusive control over the public portion of the 
communal business ; thirdly, mixed committees, composed of members of 
both bodies, for the ordinary management of the affairs of the commu¬ 
nity ; fourthly, the division of the communal area into administrative dis¬ 
tricts under overseers responsible to the executive board." 1 

590. The Province. —There are in the Province two sets of 
governmental organs; one of which represents the state and its 
oversight, the other the Province and iis self-government. 
(1) The state is represented by a Superior President and a Pro- 
vinzialrath associated with him. The original purpose in retain¬ 
ing the provincial organization was to secure broad views of 
administration through officials charged with the oversight of 
extended areas arid so elevated above the near-sightedness of local 
routine and detail. Nearer to the particulars of local adminis¬ 
tration than the minister at Berlin, but not so near as the officials 
of the Government Distiiets, the provincial representatives of 
the state are charged with the care “of all such affairs as concern 
the entire province or stretch beyond the jurisdiction of a single 
[district] administration.” 5 These are such matters as affect 

1 R. B. D. Morier, Cubden Club Essay/ (1875) on Local Government and 
Taxation , p. 433. 

3 Schulze, Das Staalertcht des Kunigreichs Preussen (In Marquardsen’s 
Bandbuch), p. 63. 
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imperial Interests or the whole Prussian state; the concerns of 
public institutions whose functions extend beyond a District; 
insurance companies; extensive plans of improvement; road and 
school management, etc. In exercising most of these functions 
the provincial authorities act, however, not through officers of 
their own, but through the District Administrations. There lies 
with the Superior President, also, the duty of overseeing district 
administration, the provincial tax directors, and the general 
Commission for the regulation of the relations between landlords 
and tenants. He represents the central government, too, in al • 
special, occasional duties, and under all extraordinary circum¬ 
stances. He has, l>esides, initial jurisdiction in cases of conflict be¬ 
tween District Administrations, or between such Administrations 
and specially commissioned officials not subject to their orders. 

501. The extraordinary powers of tiie ‘Superior President’ are illus¬ 
trated by the fact that, in case of serious civil disturbance, of war or*the 
danger of war, lie is authorized to assume the whole authority of adminis¬ 
tration, local as well as general, within the Province. 

602. In overseeing the District Administration, however, he has no 
executive, but only advisory, jxnvers. 11c is merely the eye of the Minis¬ 
tries at Berlin, advising them of all matters needing their action. Like 
the French Prefect, he is the servant of all Ministries alike, though most 
directly and intimately associated with the Ministry of tiie Interior. 

503. The defect of the provincial organization in Prussia is said to he 
lack of vitality. Critics like Professor Gneist thought that it rendered the 
system of ideal government cumbrous without, adding to its efficacy. It 
is too much restricted to gratuitous advice, and too little authorized to 
take authoritative action. 

594. The Provinzialrath, the administrative Council associates. 
with tiie Superior President, consists, besides the President or 
his representative as presiding officer, of one professional civil 
official of high rank, appointed by the Minister of the Interior, 
practically for life, and of five lay members chosen by the Provin¬ 
cial Committed for a term of six years. The assent of the Pro- 
vinzialrath is necessary to every ordinance issued by the Superior 
President. • 

595. (2) The organs representing the Province and its self-gov¬ 
ernment are the Provincial Landtag, the Provincial Committee, 
and the Jjandeshaupfmann or Landesdirektor. In a Prussian law 
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concerning local government the province is described as “a 
communal union established with the rights of a corporation for 
self-government of its own affairs.” 1 The provincial legislative 
body, the Landtag, is composed of representatives eledted from 
the Circles or Counties by the Diets of the Circles: for, when 
looked at from the poiut of view of self-government, the Province 
is a union of Circles, not of Districts: the Districts, as we shall 
see, are organs of the central government only. The functions 
of the Landtag lie within the narrow field of such matters as the 
apportionment of taxes among the Circles (which in their turn 
apportion them among individuals), the examination of the local 
budget, the care of provincial property, and the election of cer¬ 
tain officials, —though it is at liberty to take cognizance of any¬ 
thing that is of local concern.' 

696. It may also, on occasion, give its opinion on bills concerning the 
Province and on other matters referred to it, for an expression of opinion, 
by the authorities at Berlin. The Superior President may be present at 
its sessions and may annul all acts in which it oversteps its jurisdiction. 
Its by-laws are subject to the Crown’s approval, as are also many of its 
votes of appropriation ; and the king may dissolve it. 

597. The Landtag elects the Provincial Committee and the 
Landeshauptmann, who are the executive organs of provincial self- 
government. The Landeshauptmann and the Committee stand 
related to each other very much as do the Superior President and 
Provinzialrath, or th§ French Prefect and the Prefecfcural Council: 
the Landeshauptmann is the executive, 'the Committee the ad¬ 
visory organ of local self-administration, though it ki effect 
directs the action of the Landeshauptmann in most matters. 

698. The spheres of the representatives of the slate and of the reprc- ( 
sentatives of ioral self-government are quite sharply distinguished in 
Prussia. The Provincial (Committee and the Landeshauptmann have 
nothing to do with the general administration: that is altogether in the 
hands of the Superior President and the Vrnvinzialrnth, wlm on their 
part httve nothing to do with local self-government. The sphere of local 
self-government, though narrow, is’ somewhat more guarded against the 
constant interference of the central authorities in Prussia than m France. 
(Compare sec. 454.) 

t Schulze, Das Staatsrecht del Konigreichs Preussen (in Marijuardsen’s 
Handbuch ), p. 86. 
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609. Communal Estates. — In some Provinces there still exist cer¬ 
tain corporations, representing the old organization by ‘ estates ’ of inde- 
penaent districts, which retain their ‘ landtag ,’ their separate property, 
and a small part of their privileges. They constitute rural poor-unions, 
and play a limited part in local administration according to the Bharply 
explicit laws of incorporation under which they now exist. They are, 
however, being gradually abolished or transformed by special enactments. 
Their German name is JCommunal-standische Verbande, which may be 
translated, Unions of Communal Estates. 

600. The Government District ( Reyierungsbezirk ).—Unlike 
the Province, the Government District has no organs of sell- 
government: it is exclusively a division of state administration. 
Its functionaries are the principal,— it may even be said the uni¬ 
versal,— agents of the central government in the. detailed conduct 
of administration: they are charged with the local management 
of all affairs that fall within the sphere of the Ministries of Jhe 
Interior, of Finance, of Trade and Commerce, of Public Works, 
of Agriculture, of Ecclesiastical and Educational Affairs, and of 
War, exclusive, of course, of such matters as are exceptionally 
entrusted to officers specially commissioned for the purpose. In 
brief, they serve every ministry except the Ministry of Justice. 

601. Collectively the functionaries of the District are called 
the ‘ Administration ’ ( Regie rung ), and their action is for the most 
part collegiate, /.<>., through Hoards. The exception to this rule 
concerns matters falling within the province of the Ministry of 
the Interior. That Ministry acts in the District, not through a 
board of, officials, but through a single official, the President of 
the Administration ( Regierungsjmisident ). In dealing with all 
other matters Ihe action is collegiate; hut the Boards are not 
•independent bodies: they are divisions ( Abtheilungen ) of the 
‘Administration ’ taken as a whole, and in certain affairs of gen¬ 
eral superintendence, the ‘Administration ’ acts as a single coun¬ 
cil (im Plenum). Each Board is presided over by a ‘Superior 
Administrative Councillor’ ( Oberregierungsrath ); and that on 
Domains and Forests has associated with it*a special functionary 
known as tho» Forest-master. The members of the‘Administra¬ 
tion ’ are all appointed by the central government, which places 
upon the Boards whose functions require for their proper dis¬ 
charge a special traihing certain so-called “technical members”: 



290 


THE GOVERNMENTS OP GERMANY. 


for instance, school experts, medical experts, road-engineers, and 
technically instructed forest commissioners. 

602. These ‘ Administrations ’ have taken the place of the oldHiine War 
and Domains Chambers of which I have spoken (sec. 666), and which, like 
the Administrations, acted through Boards as a sort of universal agency 
for all departments of government. It is only since 1883 that the affairs 
of the Interior have been given into the sole charge of the President of the 
Administration. Before that date they also were in the hands of a Board. 

603. “ Every head of a department, as well as every Hath and assessor, 
is bound each year to make a tour through a portion of the district, to 
keep an official journal of all he sees, to be afterwards preserved amongst 
the records of the Board, and thus to make himself practically acquainted 
with the daily life and the daily wants of the governed in the smallest 
details.” 1 (Compare sec. 563.) 

604. The President of the Administration ( Regierungspriisident ) 

is the most important official in the Prussian local service. Not 
only does he preside over the ‘Administration,’ the general and 
most important agency of local government; lie is also equipped 
for complete dominance. He may, upon occasion, annul the 
decisions of the ‘Administration ’ or of any of its Hoards with 
which he does not agree, and, in case delay seems disadvantageous, 
may himself command necessary measures. He may also, if he 
will, set aside the rule of collegiate action add arrange for the 
personal responsibility of the members of the ‘Administration,’ 
whenever he considers any matter too pressing to awffi.it the meet¬ 
ing and conclusions of a Board, or, if when he is himself present 
where action is needed, he regards such an arrangement its neces¬ 
sary. 8 In brief, he is the real governing head of .local adminis¬ 
tration. The jurisdiction of the ‘Administration ’ covers such 
matters as the state taxes, the ehurehes, the schools, and the 
public domain. • 

605. The District Committee. — Although, as I have said, the 
Government District is not an area of self-government, a certain 
part in the oversight of governmental action in the District is 
given to lay representatives chosen by the provincial agents of 
the people. A District Committee ( Bezirksausschuss ), composed 

1 Morier (Cobden Club Essays), p. 422. 

* Schulze (in Marquardsen), p. 04.* 
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of two professional members (one of whom must be qualified for 
judicial office, the other for the higher grades of the administra¬ 
tive service) appointed by the king for life, and of four members 
chosen by the Provincial Committee (sec. 597) for a term of six 
years, is allowed an oversight of such matters as it has been 
thought best to put under lay supervision. The President of the 
Administration is ex officio a member of the Committee and usu¬ 
ally presides over its sessions. All orders or arrangements which 
he wishes to make with regard to local police are subject to its 
confirmation, and all questions regarding the control of subordi¬ 
nate local authorities fall to it. More important than its admin¬ 
istrative functions are the judicial functions with which it has 
been recently invested. Since 1883 the District Committee has 
been the Administrative Court of the District (sec. 628). When 
acting in this capacity the Committee is presided over by its ju¬ 
dicial member, and the President of the Administration does hot 
sit with it. 

606. The Government Districts number thirty-five, and are grouped, as 

I have said, within the twelve Provinces. 

G07. The Circle ( Kreis ). —In the Circle, as in the Province, 
there emerges a double set of functions: there is the state admin¬ 
istration and, alongside of it, the narrower function of self-gov¬ 
ernment. This double set of functions is performed, however, 
by a single set of functionaries: by a professional officer known 
as the Landrath , associated with a Circle Committee (Kreimus- 
fichuss), which acts by delegation for the Diet of the Circle (Kiris- 
tag), the consultative and supervisory authority. There are not, 
, as in the Province, one council and one executive for the state, 
another council and another executive for the locality. 

608. The Landr&th and the Circle Cemmittee. — The Landrath 
stands upon a peculiar footing: his office is ancient and retains 
some of its historical features. Originally the Landrath repre¬ 
sented the landed gentry of various district* of Brandenburg; he 
was appointed upon their nomination and in a sense represented 
their interests. In some parts of Prussia traces of this right of 
presentation to the office by the landowners still remain; and 
in almost all parts pf the kingdom the privilege of nomination 
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has been transferred to the Circle Diet, as heir of the control once 
exercised by the local lords of the soil. The Ijandmlh is, there¬ 
fore, formally, the representative of the locality in which he 
officiates. In reality, however, he is predominantly the agent of 
the state, serving both the District Administration and the de¬ 
partments at Berlin. He is appointed by the Superior President 
of the Province in which the Circle lies, and is always a profes¬ 
sional officer who has passed, by examination, into the higher 
grades of the civil service. He is chief of police within the 
Circle, and superintendent of all public affairs. The Circle Com¬ 
mittee is associated with him in the administration of his office 
and organized under his presidency. It consists, besides himself, 
of six members chosen by the Circle Diet. It constitutes the 
Administrative Court of the'Circle (see. 628), hearing appeals 
from the acts of subordinate officials as well as supervising ad- 
mfhistrative action. 

609. The Diet of the Circle represents, not the people, but 
groups of interests, — is based upon the economical and social 
relations of the people. Each Circle includes all towns lying 
within it which have less than 25,000 inhabitants, and represen¬ 
tation in the Diet is divided between town and country. The 
country representation, in its turn, is divided between the rural 
Communes and the greater landowners. 

610. The cities e^ect representatives either singly or in groups; if 
singly, through their magistrates ami councils Acting together; if in groups, 
through electors who assemble under the Presidency of the L(m[rath. As 
‘greater landowners’ are classed all those who pay, in their own right, 76 
thalers annual land or building tax ; and these are organized for electoral 
purposes in Unions ( Vt-rhandr). The rural Communes elect in groups^ 
through electors. The term of members of the Circle Diet is six years. 
Cities having more than 2'),j}00 inhabitants constitute separate Circles, and 
combine in their town governments both Circle and Commune under the 
forms of city government. 

611. The Circle the Basis of Local Government. — A moment’s 
review of the electoral arrangements which underlie Prussian 
local government as I have outlined it will show how literally 
the whole structure, so far as it is a system of self-government, 
rests upon the electoral organization of the (Jircle. The Diet of 
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the Circle ih the only representative body I have yet named which 
is chosen by the qualified voters of the locality: and it is not 
chosen directly. The larger towns elect their quota of members 
through tiieir councils, while the smaller towns unite and choose 
through electors. The rural Communes elect in groups, through 
electors. The greater landowners send their separate quota. And 
then from the Circle Diet, when once it is chosen, proceed, in¬ 
directly, all the other lay bodies of administration in the larger 
areas. It nominates the Lmdrath, elects the Circle Committee, 
and unites with the Diets of the other Circles of the Province in 
choosing the provincial Landtuy. The provincial Landta/j, in 
turn, elects the Lundeshaaptmann and the Provincial Committee. 
The Provincial Committee elects five out of the seven members 
of the Proviiiziulrath and four out of the six members of the Dis¬ 
trict Committee. Each Provincial Committee chooses, on an 
average, two District Committees. It is in only a very restrictsd 
sense a system of popular control in local affairs. It is a long 
way from the people to the District Committee. 

612. The Magisterial District (Amtsbezirk ).— The rural Communes 
arc grouped in Magisterial Districts containing eaeli about fifteen hundred 
inhabitants; and eaeli District is presided over by a Reeve or Justice 
(Atntxrnrsti'her or Anitutixnin ) who is appointed by the king upon the 
nomination of the ('in le Diet, usually from among the landowners of the 
locality. The Reeve's term is -ix years, lie is given charge of the police 
of the District’, and is entrusted with the administration of the laws for 
the relief of the poor and The preservation of health. As police commis¬ 
sioner luj is put over the mayors of the several Communes within his dis¬ 
trict. He acts under the supervision of the Committee of the Circle. 

ft 

613. 'The Sural Commune (Landyeniriiide). —The larger rural 
Communes act through small representative assemblies or coun¬ 
cils, while the less populous regulate tl*eir affairs by mass meet¬ 
ing. In some Communes the executive officer is known as 
‘mayor,’ in others as ‘village judge,’ in still others as ‘president.’ 
In most localities lie is assisted by one or more aids or assessors. 
The electoral privilege is based upon the three-class system of 
voting described in secs. 583-.”iS5, except that those who pay no 
taxes at all are usually excluded from the franchise. The powers 
of the Communes coffer all matters of strictly local interest. 
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614. The City Communes ( Stadtgemeinde). — Among the City 
Communes there is great variety of organization. In some cities 
there is a single executive,—a single Burgomaster,—perhaps 
assisted by certain Boards; in others the Burgomaster has col¬ 
leagues; in still others the magistracy is collegiate, —is itself a 
Board. In all there are councils more or less directly represen¬ 
tative of the people. In the cities, as in every other unit of local 
administration, the subjects of finance, police, and the military 
are largely controlled from Berlin; and in these branches of 
administration the city governments are agencies of the central 
government. They thus have a double character; they are at 
one and the same time representatives of the authorities at the 
capital and of the citizens at home. When acting as agencies of’ 
state administration they are, of course, responsible to the central 
Departments at Berlin. 

615. There is in Prussian local organization none of the extreme, the 
rather forced uniformity so noticeable in France, where no difference is 
made between rural Communes and City Communes, only the greater 
cities, like Paris and Lyons, being given a special organization. In Prussia 
historical and other grounds of variety have been freely observed. 

616. General Principles of Prnssian Town Government. — 

Although without uniformity of structure, town government in 
Prussia has certain uniformities of principle at its basis which 
render it a striking example of active self-government. The 
mayor of a Prussian city is a trained official, taken from the pro¬ 
fessional service; but he is not the Executive; he is simply presi¬ 
dent of the executive. There is associated with him a board of 
Aldermen most of whose members are elected from the general 
body of citizens, to serve without salary, hut an important 
minority of whose members are salaried officials who, like the 
mayor, have received a thorough technical training in their various 
branches of administration, and whose tenure of office is in effect 
permanent: and this board of Aldermen is the bentre of energy 
and rule in city government. But it acts under check. A town 
council represents the citizens in the exercise of t a control over 
the city budget, and citizens not of the Council as well as Coun- 
cilmen act with the Aldermen in the direction of executive busi¬ 
ness. The Aldermen do their administrative work in Committees, 
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and act always in association with certain delegations of town- 
councilmen and certain ‘select citizens ’ named by the council. 
In the wards of the larger towns the Aldermen command also the 
assistance of local committees of eitizens, by whom the conditions 
and needs of the various districts of the town arc familiarly 
known. Thus in the work of poor relief, in the guardianship of 
destitute orphans, in education, and in tax assessment ‘select 
citizens ’ commonly reinforce the more regular, the official, corps 
of city officers. This literal self-government, which breaks down 
the wall of distinction between the official and the non-official 
guardian of city interests and presses all into the service of the 
.community, is not optional; it is one of the cardinal p-inciples 
of the system that service as a ‘select citizen ’ is to be enforced by 
penalties,— by increasing the taxes of those who refuse to serve. 

617. Berlin “ governs itself through more than ten thousand men belong¬ 
ing to the wealthier part of the middle classes.” 1 The citizens chosen for 
ward work or for consultation with the central committees of Aldermen 
and town-councillors include merchants, physicians, solicitors, manufact¬ 
urers, head-masters of public schools, and like representative persons. 

618. The three-class system of voting described in sees. 683, 584, and 
686 obtains also in all municipal elections in Prussia, so that weight in the 
electoral control of city affairs is proportioned to tax-assessment. One- 
tliird of the elected Aldermen and town-councillors represent the wealthy 
class, one-tliird the middle class, one-third the •proletariat.’ It is said 
that in Berlin the tirst class contains “ less than two per cent of the voters, 
the second class less than thirteen per cent, and Jhe third eighty-six per 
cent.” The arrangement breeds a deep discontent in the lowest class and 
they largely refrain from voting. 

019. 'fhe Administration of Justice. —Ti e Prussian courts of 
justice, like those of the other states of the Empire, have the 
general features of their organization and jurisdiction prescribed 
by imperial law (sec. 556). They are Phissia’s courts; but they 
also serve as courts of the Empire; Prussian law commands only 
their personnel and their territorial competence. At the head of 
the system sits the supreme court of the Empire ( Keichsijvrieht ), 
to which the courts of all the other states stand subordinated. J 

1 Professor Gneist, Contemporary Review, Vol. 46 (1884), p. 77". 
a Prussia is vouchsafed by imperial law the privilege of retaining her own 
supreme court; but she ttas not availed herself of the permission. 
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Id each Province there is a Superior District Court ( Oberhindex• 
gericht), and, next below it, a District Court ( Lmulgrricht ). In 
each magisterial District there is an Amtsgericht. 

620. The Amtxgericht, which is the court of first instance in 
minor civil cases, consists of one or of several judges, according 
to the amount of business there is for the court to despatch: for 
when there is more than one judge the work is not handled by 
them together, but separately; it is divided, either logically or 
territorially. 

621. The higher courts, the District Court, and the Superior 
District Court consists each of a number of judges. At the 
beginning of each year, the full bench of judges in each court, 
determine a division of the business of the court among them¬ 
selves, constituting themselves in separate ‘chambers’ for sepa¬ 
rate classes of cases. There is always a ‘civil chamber ’ and a 
‘Criminal chamber,’ and often a chamber for commercial cases 
(Kanimer far IluiaMswchen). Each chamber has its own presi¬ 
dent and its own independent organization. 

622. Minor criminal cases are tried in sheriffs’ courts ( Schiiffen - 
gerirhte ) sitting in the Magisterial Districts; more serious offences 
by the criminal chamber of the District Court; all grave crimes 
by special jury-courts ( Srhviu-gvrirhte ) widely sit under the presi¬ 
dency of three judges of the District Court. 

623. An appeal ftom a sheriff’s court on tjie merits of the case can go no 
further than the District Court. Appeals on the merits of the case from 
the criminal chamber of the District Court are not allowed “ but a case 
can be taken from that court on the ground of the neglect of a rule of law 
to the Superior District Court, and on other legal grounds to tin Imperial 
Court, fur revision. 

624. The nomination'of all judges rests with the king: but 
the appointment is for life and the judges stand in a position 
of substantial independence. The Minister of Justice, however, 
completely control# all criminal prosecutions: for no criminal 
prosecution can be instituted except by the statesvittorneys who 
represent the government in the several courts, and these hold 
their offices by no permanent tenure, but only at the pleasure of 
the Minister. 
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625. Parity in the administration of justice is sought to be secured by 
public oral proceedings. Until a very recent period all proceedings in 
the Prussian courts were written : the plea and the answer constituted the 
suit. Now public oral proceedings are made imperative. 

626. The organization of justice in Prussia provides for the assump¬ 
tion by the state of a certain 1 voluntary ’ jurisdiction, some of which, 
such as the exercise of guardianship and the probate of wills (winch latter 
is made a function of the AmtsgericlU ) are <ptite familiar to the practice 
of other countries ; but others of which, such as an oversight over certain 
feudal interests, are somewhat novel in their character. The system 
knows also certain ofiicially commissioned trbitrators ( Schiedsmanner) 
and certain trade judges, which are in some respects peculiar to itself. 

62T. Administrative Coarts (Venvaltun yager ichte ). —The same 
'distinction between administrative and ordinary courts of justice 
that we have observed in France obtains also in Prussia (see. 468). 
Here again appears the organizing hand of Htein. He established 
for Prussia the principle that cases arising out of the exercise iff 
the state’s sovereignty should be separated in adjudication from 
eases between private individuals and should be allotted to special 
courts. Such are eases of damage done to an individual through 
the act of an administrative officer, or cases of alleged illegal 
action on the part of a public official, — in brief, all cases of con¬ 
flict between the public power and private rights, as well as all 
questions between administrative authorities. 

628. The courts charged with this jurisdiction are, (1) in the 
Circle, the Circle Committee (see. 608), presided over, as in deal¬ 
ing with other matters, by the Lautlmth, and in the cities which 
themselvcs'eonstitute Circles, the City Committee ( Stadtanssekuss ), 
consisting of the' Burgomaster as president and four members, 
a|l of whom must be qualified for judicial service or for the higher 
grades of administrative office, elected by the magistracy of the. 
city, acting collegiate.ly, for a term of* six years. (2) In the 
Government District, the District Committee (see. 605), to whose 
presidency when’sitting in this capacity, the king may appoint, 
as representative of the President of the Administration, one 

of the memlnrs of the ‘Administration’ under the title of Di- 
» 

rector of the Administrative Court {Verivaltungsgerichtsdirektor). 
(3) The Superior Admiuistrotire Court in BerYm-(Obcrrencalt>nigs- 
gericht), whose members are appointed by the king, with the «on- 
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sent of the Council of Ministers, for life. This court Stands upon 
the same footing of rank with the supreme federal tribunal, the 
Beichsgericht. Its members must be qualified, half of them for 
high judicial, half for high administrative office. It acts, like 
the other courts, in divisions or ‘senates,’ each of which has its 
separate organization; and these sections come together only for 
the settlement of certain general questions. (Compare sec. 468.) 

629. The Court of Conflicts (Qerichtshof fur Kompetenz-konJUkte ). 
— Between the two jurisdictions, the ordinary or private and the 
administrative, stands, as in France, a Court of Conflicts. It 
consists of eleven judges appointed for life (or for the term of 
their chief office, in case they act ex officio ); and of these eleven 
six must be members of the Superior District Court of Berlin, — 
must belong, that is, to a” court of the ordinary jurisdiction. 
The other five must be persons eligible to the higher judicial or 
Administrative offices. (Compare sec. 475.) 

630. The Prussian Courts and Constitutional Questions. — The 

Prussian courts have no such power of passing upon the constitutionality 
of laws as is possessed by the courts of the United States. They cannot 
go beyond the simple question whether a law has been passed, or, in 
administrative cases, an official order issued, in due legal form. 
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631. Feudalism in Switzerland. — Until the beginning of the 
fourteenth century the towns and communes of the country now 
called Switzerland were all held fast in the meshes of the feu¬ 
dal system. Real vassalage, indeed, such as the low countries of 
France and Germany knew, had never penetrated to all the val¬ 
leys of the Alps; many a remote commune had never known any¬ 
thing but a free peasantry; and hardly anywhere near the heart 
of the great mountains had feudal fealty meant what it meant 
elsewhere. Still great neighbor lords and monasteries had swept 
even these mountain hinds at least nominally within their over- 
lordsliips, and most of the Swiss Cantons of to-day represent 
pieces of old feudal domains. 

632. First Movements towards Cantonal Independence. — In 

1309, however, began the process which was to create the Switzer¬ 
land of our time. In that year the Cantons of Scliwyz, Uri, and 
Unterwalden, lying close about the lake of Lucerne, won from the 
Emperor Henry VII. the recognition of their freedom from all 
supremacy save that of the Empire itself. They had already, 
about the middle of the thirteenth century, drawn together into 
a league which was to prove the seed of the modern Confederacy. 
That Confederacy has two distinguishing characteristics. It has 
brought down to us, through an almost unbroken tradition, the 
republican institutions of the Middle Ages; and it has by slow 
processes of cautioi s federation drawn together into a real union 
communities the most diverse alike in point of race, of language, 
and of institutions without destroying their individuality. 

633. The Processes of Confederate Growth. — In its briefest 
terms the story is this. The Cantons broke from the toils of the 
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feudal system while still in possession of those local liberties 
which the disintegrateness of that system gave leave to grow 
wherever courageous men could muster numbers enough to assert 
their independence; having a common cause against the feudal 
powers about them, they slowly drew together to each other’s 
support; and, having allied themselves, they went on to show the 
world how Germans, Frenchmen, and Italians, if only they respect 
each the other’s liberties as they would liave their own respected, 
may by mutual helpfulness and forbearance build up a union at 
once stable and free. Several centuries elapsed before the devel¬ 
opment was complete, for the Confederation, as finally made up, 
, consisted of two very different elements: of strong and for the 
most part aristocratic free cities and of quiet rural peasant 
democracies. It was necessarily a long time before even common 
dangers and common interests brought proud Cantons like Bern 
and aristocratic cities like Geneva into cordial relations with 
Soliwyz, Uri, and Untenvalden, the humble originators of the 
Confederacy. But circumstances constrained and wisdom pre¬ 
vailed: so that union was at last achieved. 

634. French Interference. —The year 1513 may be taken as 
marking the close of the period during which the Confederacy 
won the place it was always to keep among the powers of Europe. 
In that year the League was joined by the last of those thirteen 
German Cantons which were to constitute its central membership 
down to the French Eevolution. It was rot till 1S48, however, 
that its constitution was put upon its present foundations; and 
not till lf?74 that that constitution received at all points its pres¬ 
ent shape. In*the meantime events of the greatest magnitude 
•gave direction to Swiss affairs. The great powers had recognized 
the independence of Switzerland in the Treaty of 'Westphalia, 
1648. The thirteen original Cantons lftid received great French 
cities, like Geneva, to the west, and various Italian lands, to the 
south, either into close alliance or into fixed subjection. The 
French Revolution had sent French troopi#into Switzerland, in 
support of a fruitless attempt to manufacture out of the always 
stiffly independent Cantons, hitherto only confederates, a com¬ 
pact and centralized ‘Helvetic Republic,’ after the new model 
just set up in unhappy France (1798-1802). Napoleon had inter- 
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vened (1803-1814) for the purpose of both loosing these artificial 
bonds and creating a new cement for the League in the shape of 
a common allegiance to himself. And, in 1813, the pressure of 
the French power being removed, reaction had conic. The irri¬ 
tated Cantons, exasperated by the forms of a government not of 
their own choosing, had flung apart, to the practice of principles 
of cantonal sovereignty broader, extremer even than those upon 
which they had based their Union before 1798. And then reac¬ 
tion, in its turn, brought its own penalties. Troubles ensued 
which read very much like those, so familiar to Americans, 
which forced a strong federal government upon the United 
States. 

635. The Sonderbund War. — It was, however, differences of 
religious, not of political, opinion which were in Switzerland the 
occasion of the strife which was to bring union out of disuniou. 
After the power of Napoleon had Wen broken, the Congress 
of Vienna had sought to readjust all the arrangements that he 
had disturbed, and Swiss affairs had not been overlooked. The 
Cantons were induced to receive Geneva, Valais, Neuchatel, and 
the territories hitherto held as dependencies, into full confed¬ 
erate membership, and to agree to a l’aet (known as the Fact of 
1815) which gave to the League, with its increased membership 
of twenty-two Cantons, a new basis of union. One of the clauses 
of that Fact contained a solemn guarantee of the rights and privi¬ 
leges of the monasteries still maintained in the Roman Catholic 
Cantons: and upon that guarantee were based the hopes of all 
parties for peace among the members of the League. But the 
guarantee was broken down. The wave of democratic reform 
swept steadily and resistlessly through Switzerland during the, 
revolutionary period of 1830-1848, and where the Frotcstant and 
Roman Catholic parties wfcre nearly equal in popular force threat¬ 
ened not a few of the oldest foundations of the mediaeval church. 
The crisis was first felt in Zurich, where the excesses of a radical 
party temporarily hi control brought about, in 1839, a violent 
reaction. The next year saw the disturbance transferred to 
Aargau. There the auti-Catholic party, commanding, during a 
period of constitutional revision, a narrow popular majority, and 
exasperated by the violent opposition tactics«of the clerical party, 
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forced a vote in favor of the abolition of the eight monasteries 
of the Canton. The Diet of the Confederation was thereupon 

' asked by the aggrieved party whether it would permit so flagrant 
a breach of the Pact of 1815. It was forced by a conflict of 
interests to a compromise, agreeing to the abolition of four of 
Aargau’s eight monasteries. This was in August, 1843. The 
next month saw the formation of a separate League (Sonrlerbnnd) 
li) the seven Koman Catholic Cantons, Scliwyz, Uri, Untenval- 
den, Luzern, Freiburg, Valais, and Zu ,r . The deputies of these 
Cantons were, however, slow in withdrawing from the Diet, and 
the Diet was reluctant to come to open strife with its recalcitrant 
members. Four years this league within a league was permitted 
to continue its obstructive agitation. But at last, in November, 
1847, war came, — a sharp, decisive contest of only eighteen days’ 
duration, in which the seceded Cantons were overwhelmed and 
forced back to their allegiance. * 

636. The New Constitution. — Constitutional revision followed 

immediately. The Pact of 1815 was worn out: a strong and pro¬ 
gressive constitution had become a necessity which not even the 
party of reaction could resist or gainsay. By the Constitution of 
1848 there was created, out of the old discordant Confederation 
of States ( Shiatcnbiind ) the present federal State (liundexstaat). 
That Constitution, as modified and extended by the impor¬ 
tant revision of 1874, .is the present Constitution of Swit¬ 
zerland. , * 

637. Character of the Constitution. — The federal government 
thus established has many features which are like, as well as 
many yhieh aib very unlike, the familiar features of our own 

•national system. It has had, since 1874, a federal Supreme 
Court, which is in many important fields of jurisdiction the high¬ 
est tribunal of the land; and it has hall since 1848 a Legislature 
consisting of two branches, or Houses, the one representative of 
the people, the* other representative of the states of the Confed¬ 
eration. The popular chamber is called th# ‘National Council’ 
(der A Talimialrath), the federal senate, the ‘Council of States’ 
(der St&nderath). The former represents the people as a whole; 
the latter, the States as constituent members of the Confedera¬ 
tion. 
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638. Mach of the resemblance of these arrangements to ouf own is due 
to conscious imitation. The object of the reformers of 1848 and 1874 was 
not, however, to Americanize their government., and in most respects it 
remains distinctively Swiss. , 

639. Nationality and State Sovereignty. — Much as such in¬ 
stitutions resemble our own federal forms, the Constitution of 
Switzerland rests upon federal foundations such as our own gov¬ 
ernment had during the first half century of its existence rather 
than upon national conceptions such as have dominated us since 
the war between the States. The Swiss Constitution does indeed 
expressly speak of the Swiss nation, declaring that “the Swiss 
Confederacy has adopted the following Constitution with a view 
to establishing the union ( Bund ) of the Confederates and to main¬ 
taining and furthering the unity, the power, and the honor of the 
Swiss nation ’’: and not even the war between the States put the 
wSrd nation into our Constitution. But the Constitution of 
Switzerland also contains a distinct and emphatic assertion of 
that principle of divided sovereignty which is so much less fa¬ 
miliar to us now than it was before 1861. It speaks of the Con¬ 
federation as formed by “ the people of the twenty-two sovereign 
Cantons,” and it explicitly declares that “the Cantons are sover¬ 
eign, so far as their sovereignty is not limited by the federal 
Constitution, and exercise as such all rights which are not con¬ 
ferred upon the federal power”; and its most competent inter¬ 
preters are constrained to say that such, a constitution does not 
erect a single and compacted state of which the Cantons are only 
administrative divisions, but a federal state, the units of whose 
membership are themselves states, possessed, * within certain 
limits, of independent and supreme power. The drift both ofj 
Switzerland’s past history and present purpose is unquestion¬ 
ably towards complete nationality; but her present Constitution 
was a compromise between the advocates and the opponents of 
nationalization; and it does not yet embody a* truly national 
organization or powfcr. 

640. Large Constitutional Grants. — At the sapte time, the 
grants of power under the Swiss Constitution have from the first 
been both larger and less definite than those contained in the 
Constitution of the United States. It contains such indefinite 
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grants as these: that the federal legislature shall have power to 
pass “ laws and resolutions concerning those subjects which the 
Confederacy is commissioned by the federal Constitution to act 
upon to control the foreign relations of the Cantons; to guar¬ 
antee the constitutions and territories of the Cantons; to provide 
for the internal safety, order, and peace of the country; to adopt 
any measures “ which have the administration of the federal Con¬ 
stitution, the guaranteeing of the cantonal constitutions, or the 
fulfilment of federal duties for their object”; and to effect revi¬ 
sions of the federal Constitution. 

041. It adds to such federal powers as we are familiar with 
the authority to regulate religious bodies and monastic orders, 
to control the manufacture and sale of alcoholic liquors, to estab¬ 
lish general sanitary regulations in the case of certain diseases, 
to control the construction and operation of all railroads, to regu¬ 
late labor in factories, to provide for the compulsory insuraifte 
of workmen, and to legislate throughout the whole field of com¬ 
mercial law. The federal government is given, besides, a large 
power of superintendence. It has supervision of streams and 
forests, and of the more important roads and bridges; it has the 
right to disapprove of and annul the press laws of the several 
cantons, and their regulations with regard to the acquisition of 
residence and the franchise in the communes; and it exercises 
in many another matter y. general oversight and guardianship. 

U4L'. Guarantee of thq Cantonal Constitutions. — The Swiss fed¬ 
eral Constitution is more definite in guaranteeing to the Cantons 
their constitutions than our federal Constitution is in guaranteeing 
to the States “ rt republican form of government.” The guarantee 
.is made to include the freedom of the people, and their legal and 
constitutional rights; the exercise of those rights under repre¬ 
sentative or democratic forms; and tin? revision of any cantonal 
constitution whenever an absolute majority of the citizens of the 
Canton desire st revision. 

This ‘ guarantee ’ is not used or understood in Switzerland as it is in the 
United SStafef. Here the sanction and support of the federal government 
is taken for granted, unless the constitutional arrangements of a State 
are challenged as unrepublican, lit Switzerland it is expected that each 
Canton shall seek the explicit sanction or guarantee of the federal govern¬ 
ment for its constitution, and even for each amendment as added. 
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The Cantonal Governments. 

643. The Cantonal Constitutions and the Federal Constitution. 

— So deeply is Swiss federal organization rooted in cantonal 
precedents, that an understanding of the government of the Con¬ 
federation is best gained by studying first the political institu¬ 
tions of the Cantons. At almost all points the federal government 
exhibits likeness to the governments of the Cantons, out of whose 
union it has grown. As our own federal Constitution may be 
said to generalize and apply colonial habit and experience, so the 
Swiss Constitution may be said to generalize and apply cantonal 
habit and experience: though both our own Constitution and that 
of Switzerland have profited largely by foreign example also. 

644. In some respects the Swiss Constitution is more conserva¬ 

tive — or, if you will, less advanced — than the Constitution of the 
United States. Those who have fought for union in Switzerland 
have had even greater obstacles to overcome than have stood in 
the way of the advocates of a strong central government in this 
country. Differences of race, of language, and of religion, as 
well as stiffly opposing political purposes, have offered a persist¬ 
ent resistance to the strengthening and even the logical develop¬ 
ment of the prerogatives of the federal power. The Constitution 
of the Confederation, therefore, bears ma/iy marks of compromise. 
It gives evidence at certain points of incpmplete nationalization 
not only, but even of imperfect federalization. Cantonal insti¬ 
tutions are, consequently, upon a double ground entitled to be 
first considered in a study of the governments 6f Switzerland. 
Both their self-assertive vitality and their direct influence upon, 
federal organization make them the central subject of Swiss 
politics. * 

645. Position of the Legislative Power. — The development of 
political institutions has proceeded in the Swiss Cantons rather 
according to the logic of practical democracy than according to 
the logic of the schools. The Swiss have not, for‘one thing, 
hesitated to ignore in practice all dogmas concerning the separa¬ 
tion of legislative, executive, and judicial functions. I say ‘in 
practice ’; for in theory such distinctions tire observed. The 
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constitutions of fully half the Cantons say explicitly that legisla¬ 
tive, executive, and judicial functions shall be kept fundamen¬ 
tally distinct; but in the practical arrangements actually made 
the line of demarcation is by no means sharply drawn. The 
leading principle according to which they proceed in all political 
arrangements is, that in every department of affairs the people 
must, either immediately or through representatives, exercise a 
direct, positive, effective control. They do not hesitate, there¬ 
fore, to give to their legislative bodies a share both in the admin¬ 
istration and in the interpretation of laws; and these bodies are 
unquestionably the axes of cantonal politics. 

640. A Single House. — A very great variety of practice marks 
the organization of government in the Cantons. Each Canton has 
had its own separate history and lids, to a certain extent, worked 
out its own individual political methods. But there is one point 
of perfect uniformity, —the Legislature of each Canton consists 
of but a single House. The two Houses of the federal legisla¬ 
ture have been made after foreign, not after Swiss, models. In 
Uri, Unterwalden, Glarus, and Appenzell this single lawmaking 
body is the Landxyrmeinde, the free assembly of all the qualified 
voters, the folk-moot; but in the other Cantons the legislative 
assembly is representative. Representatives are elected by direct 
popular vote in all’the Cantons, and in almost all by the secret 
ballot. 

647. Elections arc for,a term which varies froln one year to six in the 
different Cantons, the rule being a term of from three to four years. The 
number 1>f representatives bears a proportion to the number of inhabitants 
which also varies as between Canton and Canton, the average being about 
one tb every 094 inhabitants. 1 

648. In most of the Cantons the legislative body is called the Great 
Council ((1 ro.w Rath) —the executive body being the Lesser Council. 
In some it is called the Cantonal Council* (KantonsratK) ; in others, tho 
Landrath. 

.» 

649. Functions of the Cantonal Legislatures. — The functions 
of these councils have the inclusiveness characteristic of Swiss 
political organization. Not only are they entrusted with such 

1 Orelli, Das Staatsrecht der srhweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft (Mar- 
quardsen’s llandbuch)„ pp. 100, 101. 
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legislative power as the people are willing to grant; they also, as 
a rule, select many of the administrative officers of the Canton, 
and exercise, after such election, a scrutiny of administrative 
affairs which penetrates to details and keeps executive action 
largely within their control. It is a recognized principle of can¬ 
tonal government, indeed, that the executive body — executive 
power, as we shall see, being vested in a board or commission, 
not in an individual — is a committee of the representatives of 
the people,—a committee of the legislative Council. 1 To’that 
council they are responsible, as the selectmen of a New-England 
town are responsible to the town-meeting (secs. 1218, 1219). 

650. The Executive Power is collegiate in all the Cantons, is 
exercised, that is, not by a single individual or by several indi¬ 
viduals acting independently'of each other, but by a commission. 
This commission is variously called in the different Cantons. In 
some it is known as the “Landammcinn and Council,” in others 
as the “ Estates-Commission ” ( Standeskommission ), in some as 
the “Smaller Council”; but in most as the “Administrative 
Council ” (liegierungurath). Its term of office varies in the differ¬ 
ent Cantons with the term of the legislative body, with which it 
is always coincident; but the custom is reelection, so that the 
brief tenure does not in practice result in too frequent changes in 
executive personnel. The members of the executive have always 
in the mountain Cantons been chosen by the people themselves; 
in the others they were formerly elected‘always by the legislative 
council—whence the name, “smaller council,” which they bear 
in some Cantons. Xow, however, direct election by the people 
has been substituted in eleven Cantons, and only .eight retain the 
practice of election by the Great Council. Whether elected by 
the people or by the Great Council, however, the Administrative 
Council remains, in function, a committee of the legislative body. 
Its members freely take part in the business of legislation and 
in the Rebates of the Great Council. It in fact originates most 
of the measures of «ach session, and is looked to for guidance in 
every matter of consequence. It does not resign if outvoted upon 
its proposals. It is, on the contrary, regarded in most of the 
Cantons rather as a business head than as a body of party leaders, 

»Orem, p. 89. 
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and its membership is usually made up, not from one, but from 
the several political parties of the Canton. 

661. The Administrative Council usually consists of from five to seven 
members, though in the Canton of Berne it contains nine. It has proved 
necessary of late years to give over the attempt to act in all matters as a 
Board, and it has become usual to divide the work of the Council among 
departments. But these departments are under the general direction of 
the Council as a whole, and the administration of a canton has usually a 
t ary real coherence and an intimate coordination. 

652. The People’s Control over Legislative Action. —Although 
the people have delegated their legislative powers to representa¬ 
tive chambers in all the Cantons except those which still retain 
their primitive Lnndsgp.mpinden, they have nevertheless kept in 
their own hands more than the mere right to elect representatives. 
The largest of the Cantons (Herne) has but a little more than half 
a million inhabitants; the majority of the Cantons have less tlnn 
one hundred thousand apiece; and the average population, taking 
big and little Cantons together, is only about one hundred and 
twenty thousand. Their average area scarcely reaches six hun¬ 
dred and forty square miles. The people of such communities 
stand, as it were, in the midst of affairs. They are in a sense 
always at hand to judge of the conduct of the public business. 
Their feelings and ilheir interests are homogeneous, and there is 
the less necessity to part with their powers to representatives. 
Jn seven of tlie German Cantons a certain number of citizens (the 
number varies from one to twelve thousand) can demand a popu¬ 
lar vote ityon the question whether the Great Council shall be 
dissolved or not; and if the vote goes in the affirmative the 
^chamber’s term is ended and a new election takes place at once. 
If this method of control is no longer used, it is because more 
effective methods have been substituted^ In almost all the Can¬ 
tons the question of constitutional revision can be brought to 
popular vote upon petition, and the revision, if undertaken, may 
go any length in changing or reversing tin processes of legis¬ 
lation. ' , 

653. The Popular Veto. — In some of the smaller Cantons, 
again, the people are given a right of Veto. It is provided that, 
within a certain length of time after the publication of a measure 
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passed by the Council (generally about a month), a popular vote 
upon the measure may be forced by the petition of some fifty 
citizens (the number varies of course in different Cantons) and 
the measure be made to stand or fall according to the decision of 
that vote. The law is rejected, however, only when an actual 
majority of all the registered voters cast their ballots against it. 
Those who do not vote are reckoned as favorable to the law. 

654. The Initiative: Imperative Petition. — So far has the 
apparent logic of democracy been carried in Switzerland thaVthe 
people exercise in several ways a direct part in lawmaking. 
The right of petition, which is recognized in every country where 
popular rights exist at all, has become in Switzerland a right of 
initiative in legislation. In every Canton except Geneva the * 
people have been granted the right to initiate constitutional re¬ 
forms by petition; and in all except Luzern, Freiburg, aud 
"Valais the same right has been established with regard to the 
revision or enactment of ordinary laws. In the Confederation 
petitions signed by fifty thousand voters have, since 1891, been 
imperative in respect of the introduction of constitutional amend¬ 
ments. In the case of ordinary legislation, specific laws may be 
proposed by petition, in all the Cantons except the three I have 
named; the legislature must submit the law proposed to the popu¬ 
lar vote; and its adoption at the polls put.* it upon the statute 
book. In the case of constitutional amendments, it is generally 
provided that either general or specific 'changes may be proposed: 
that is, that the changes may be propose?! either in general terms 
or in definitive and final form, ready for adoption. If the pro¬ 
posal is couched only in general terms, the legislature may either 
formulate the desired amendment at once and submit ft to the 
people, or, if it disapprove of the change proposed, it may first 
submit the general question to the vote of the electors. If, in the 
latter event, the vote be in the affirmative, the legislature must 
proceed to formulate the necessary article or articles aud these 
must be submitted* in their definitive shape once more to the 
popular verdict. If the petition itself embody a specific change 
already drawn and formulated, the amendment must go in that 
shape to the vote, and its adoption makes it part of the funda¬ 
mental law. The number of signatures required for these im- 
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pe.vative petitions varies with the size of the Cantons, a very 
usual number being from five to six thousand. Petitions de¬ 
manding a change in the fundamental law of the Confederation 
must be signed, as we have seen, by not less than fifty thousand 
voters. 

05G. The Initiative lias been very little used, having given place in 
practice, for the most part, to the Referendum. Where it has been em¬ 
ployed it has not promised either progress or enlightenment, leading 
rather to doubtful experiments and to reactionary displays of prejudice 
than to really useful legislation. In both ot the great Cantons of Zurich 
and Berne, the most populous and influential in the Confederation, it has 
been used to abolisli compulsory vaccination. It was established for the 
Confederation only six years ago (18DI >, and has been used in federal 
legislation only to aim a blow at the Jews, under the disguise of a law 
forbidding the slaughtering of animals by bleeding. 

656. The Referendum. —Both Veto and Initiative in practice 
yield precedence to the Referendum. In every Canton of the 
Confederation, except Freiburg only, the right of the people to 
have all important legislation referred to them for confirmation 
or rejection has now been, in one form or another, established by 
law. In the smaller Cantons, which have had, time out of mind, 
the directest forms of democracy, this legislation by the people 
is no new thing; they have always had their Lundmjemeinden, 
their assemblies of the whole people, and the legislative func¬ 
tion of their Councils lias long been only thf duty of preparing 
laws for the consideration of the people. Among the Cantons 
which have representative institutions, on the other hand, the 
Referendum assumes a different form. In about one-half of them 
laws mftst be submitted to the vote of the electors only when their 
submission is demanded by petition, with the requisite number of 
signatures. This is called the ‘optional ’ or ‘facultative ’ Refer¬ 
endum. In the rest of the Cantons (always excepting Catholic 
and conservative Freiburg) substantially all substantive changes 
in the laws must be submitted to the electons, and the action of 
their legislatures is periodically voted upon. This is known as 
the ‘obligatory ’ Referendum. The Federation itself has had the 
optional Referendum since 1874. The Referendum is, moreover, 
everywhere obligatory, whether in the Confederation or in the 



312 


THE GOVERNMENTS OF SWITZERLAND, 


several Cantons, in the case of every constitutional change. Ad¬ 
ministration and the ordinary budget are usually excepted from 
its operation, and it is made to apply, within the field of ordinary 
legislation, only to laws of a general character; but in most of 
the Cantons it is made to cover also all appropriations of an un¬ 
usual character or above a certain sum; and in Valais it applies 
only to certain financial measures. 

657. Origin of the Referendum. — The term Referendum is as old 
as the sixteenth century, and contains a reminiscence of the strictly fed¬ 
eral beginnings of government in two of the present Cantons of the Con¬ 
federation, Graubiitiden, namely, and Valais. These Cantons were not 

, at that time members of the Confederation, but merely districts allied 
with it (zugeicandte One). Within themselves they constituted very 
loose confederacies of Communes (in Graubiinden three, in Valais 
twelve). The delegates whom the Communes sent to the federal assem¬ 
bly of the district had to report every question of importance to their 
constituents and crave instruction as to how they should vote upon it. 
This was the original Referendum. It had a partial counterpart in the 
Constitution of the Confederation down to the formation of the present 
forms of government in 1848. Before that date the members of , the 
central council of the Confederation acted always under instructions from 
their respective Cantons, and upon questions not covered by their instruc¬ 
tions, as well as upon all matters of unusual importance, it was their duty 
to seek special direction from their home governments. They were said 
to be commissioned ad atidiendum et referenduni. The Referendum as 
now adopted by almost all the Cantons bears the radically changed char¬ 
acter of legislation by the people. Only its*-name now gives testimony as 
to its origin. 1 

658. Its Operation. — In respect of constitutional changes the use of 
the Referendum is not peculiar to Switzerland. In that fieltl its use in 
this country is older than its use in Switzerland. And in its applica¬ 
tion to ordinary laws it is modern even in Switzerland. Its earliest 
adoption was in 1852, and it was not until the decade 1804-1874 that it 
won its way into the constitutional practice of the greater Cantons. Its 
use, therefore, is everywhere new, and the experience by which we must 
judge of it is recent and partial. It is still tested only in part. It has led 
in most cases to the rejection of radical legislation, even to the rejection 
of radical labor legislation, such as the ordinary voter might be expected 
to accept with avidity. The Swiss populations, being both- homogeneous 
and deeply conservative, have resisted, as perhaps no other people have, 
the infection of modern radical opinion. They have shown themselves 


1 Orelli, p. 104. 
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apt to reject, also, complicated measures which they do not fully compre¬ 
hend, and measures involving expense which seems to them unnecessary. 
And yet they have shown themselves not a little indifferent, too. The 
vote upon most measures submitted to the ballot is usually very light; 
there is not much popular discussion; and the Referendum by no means 
creates that quick interest in affairs which its originators had hoped to see 
it excite. It has dulled the sense of responsibility among legislators with¬ 
out in fact quickening the people to the exercise of any real control in 
affairs. 

659. Local Government: the Districts. — Local government in 
the Cantons exhibits a twofold division, into Districts and Com¬ 
munes. The District is an area of state administration, the 
Commune an area of local self-government. The executive func¬ 
tions of the District, the superintendency of police, namely, and 
the carrying into effect of the cantonal laws, are entrusted, as a 
rule, not to a board, but to a single officer,— a Bezirkmmmat.'n 
or Regierungs-Statthalter ,— who is either elected by popular vote 
in the District or appointed by one of the central cantonal coun¬ 
cils, the legislative or the administrative. Associated with this 
officer, there is *in some Cantons a District or county Council 
cliosen by vote of the people. 

660. The Gemeinde, or Commune, enjoys in Switzerland a 
degree of freedom iii self-direction which is possessed by similar 
local organs of government hardty anywhere else in Europe. It 
owns land as a separate corporation, has chr/rge of the police of 
its area, of the relief of its poor, and of the administration of its 
schools, add acts in the direction of communal affairs through a 
primary assembly of all its freemen which strongly reminds one 
pf the New-Englaiul town-meeting (sec. 1218). Besides its 
activities as an organ of self-government in the direction of 
strictly local affairs, the Commune selves also as an organ of 
cantonal administration, as a subdivision of the District. Thus 
it is an electoral district, and a voting district in the case of a 
Referendum; and in so far as it is used as a district of the Can¬ 
ton it is subject to the supervision of the local authorities of the 
state. 

661. There is by no means a fixed and uniform organization 
in the local government of the Cantons. In the Communes of 
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the French Cantons, for example, the people do not themselves 
act directly in affairs, in township meeting, as the people of the 
German Cantons do, but through an elected council, and the 
organization of local business suggests the cantonal organization 
upon a small scale. In all the Communes alike, however, as in 
the Cantons, the executive power is vested in a board of officials, 
presided over by a Hauptmann, a G^neindeamntan, a Syndic, or a 
Maire. This communal or municipal council is chosen, in,.the 
German Cantons, by the freemen in assembly, in the French Can¬ 
tons by the representative body to which supervision in affairs 
and the enactment of all local regulations is entrusted. The 
Hauptmann has often separate powers of his own, apart from and 
independent of his colleagues; but in most matters he is merely 
the presiding officer of the administrative council, and executive 
action is collegiate. 

•- 

662. Citizenship in Switzerland is associated very closely with the 
Commune,—the immediate home-government of the citizen,—the pri¬ 
mary and most vital organ of his self-direction in public affairs. The 
Commune is, so to say, the central political family in Switzerland; it is to 
it that the primary duties of the citizen are owed. Naturalization is regu¬ 
lated by federal law; but the full rights of citizenship can be conferred 
only by cantonal and communal law. 


The Federal Government. 

663. The Federal Executive. — In no feature of the federal 
organization is the influence of cantonal example more evident 
than in the collegiate character of the Executive.* The executive 
power of the Confederation, like the executive power of each Can* 
ton, is vested not in a single person, as under monarchical or 
presidential government,* but in a board of persons. Nor does 
Swiss jealousy of a too concentrated executive authority satisfy 
itself with thus putting that authority ‘into commission ’: it also 
limits it by giving (b the legislative branch of the government, 
both in the Cantons and in the federal system, ax'authority of 
correction as regards executive acts such as no other country has 
known. The share of the legislative branch in administrative 
affairs is smaller, indeed, under the Fedefal Constitution than 
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uncLer the laws of the Cantons; but it is large even in the federal 
system, and it seems inherent in Swiss political thought. 

664. The executive commission of the Confederation is known 
as the Federal Council ( Bundesrath ). It consists of seven mem¬ 
bers elected for a term of three years by the two houses of the 
federal legislature acting together in joint session as a Federal 
Assembly (Bundesversammlt^g). Tlie Constitution forbids the 
choice of two of its seven members from one and the same Can¬ 
ton: they must represent seven of the twenty-two Cantons. The 
Council is organized under a President and Vjpe-President chosen 
by the Federal Assembly, from among the seven councillors, to 
, serve for a term of one year, the Constitution insisting upon the 
extreme democratic doctrine of rotation. Neither President nor 
Vice-President can fill the same office for two consecutive terms; 
nor can the President be immediately nominated to the office of 
Vice-President again upon the expiration of his term. There is 
nothing to prevent the Vice-President succeeding the President, 
however; and it has hitherto been the uniform practice to follow 
this natural and proper line of promotion. 

0(55. Tlie Federal Assembly may elect to the Council any Swiss citizen 
who is eligible to either Chamber of the Legislature. As a matter of fact, 
however, they almoFt invariably make their choice from amongst the 
members of the Chambers, though an election to a place in the executive 
body necessitates a resignation of tlie legislative function. Berne and 
Zurich have always been represented in tlie Bun:iesr<ith, and are consid¬ 
ered to have acquired a sort of prescriptive right to places on it. Yaud 
has almost always had a member, too; and Aargau was represented con¬ 
tinuously till 1891. 

060; The choice of tlie Federal Assembly in constituting tlie executive 
has hitherto been admirably conservative. Some of the more prominent 
members of the Council have been retained upon it by repeated reelection 
for fifteen or sixteen years; one has serve* for thirty years; and those 
who have left its membership have generally done so of their own accord. 
Only twice, indued, since 1848, have members who wished reflection been 
refused it. 1 

007. Tlie Federal Assembly fills all vacancies in tlie membership of the 
Council, electing, however, only for tlie uucxpired term. 

608. Tlie tliree-ycars term of tlie Council is coincident with the three- 
years term of the National Council, the popular branch of the Legislature, 

1 Westminster Jieview, Voi. 129, p. 207. 
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At the beginning of each triennial term of this lower House, the two 
Houses come together as a Federal Assembly and elect (in practice re¬ 
elect) the Federal Council. If the National Council be dissolved before 
the close of its three-years term, the election of the JBundesruth must be 
renewed by the two Houses upon the assembling of the new National Coun¬ 
cil. The Bundesrath is thus not, strictly speaking, elected for three years, 
but for the term of the National Council, whatever that may turn out to be. 

609. The precedence of the President of the Council is a nuively 
formal precedence: he is in no sense the Chief Executive. He 
represents the Council in receiving the representatives of foreign 
powers; he enjoys a somewhat enhanced dignity, being addressed 
in diplomatic intercourse as ‘ His Excellency ’; and he receives a 
little larger salary than his. colleagues receive; but he is in all 
practical matters merely the Council’s chairman. 

670. The Executive and the Legislature. — The members of the 
Federal Council, though they may not be at the same time mem¬ 
bers of either House of the Legislature, may attend the sessions 
of either House, may freely take part in debate, and may intro¬ 
duce proposals concerning subjects under consideration: may 
exercise most of the privileges of membership, except the right to 
vote. They are expected, indeed, to prepare and guide the busi¬ 
ness of the Houses, and every bill is submitted to them for an 
opinion before its passage. They thus to a certain extent occupy 
a position resembling that which a French or English ministry 
occupy; but there is this all-important difference: the English or 
French ministers are subject to ‘parliamentary responsibility,’ — 
must resign, that is, whenever any important measure which they 
favor is defeated; whereas the Swiss ministers are subject to no 
such responsibility. Defeat in the Legislature does not at al 1 
affect their tenure. They hold office for a term of years, not for 
a term of legislative success; and they are the servants of the 
Houses, not their leaders. They have habitually been chosen 
from both the chief parties in the Confederation, and since 1891 
a third political group has been represented among them. They 
are not expected to speak the same opinions even on the floor 
of the Houses. But they are expected to act in harmony in all 
business, and to mediate between extreme views in matters of 
deliberation. 
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671. There have been two cases since the establishment of the Council. 
• T 

in 1848,—two cases, that is, in fifty years,— of resignation from the 
Council on the ground of disagreement in political opinion,—but two 
only. 1 

672. The Executive Departments. — The Council acts as a body 
of Ministers. It was the purpose of the Constitution that all 
executive business should handled by the Council as a whole, 
but, of course such collegiate action has proved practically im¬ 
possible: it has been necessary to divide the work among seven 
Departments. Each member of the Council, presides over a De¬ 
partment, conducting it much as an ordinary minister would under 
a Cabinet system, though there is a somewhat closer union of the 
several Departments than characterizes other systems, and a 
greater degree of control by the several ministers over such 
details of administration as the ‘permanent’ subordinates of 
Cabinet ministers generally manage, by virtue of possession, to 
keep in their own hands, to the restraint and government of tran¬ 
sient political chiefs. All important decisions emanate from the 
Council as a whole; and, so far as is practicable, the collegiate 
action contemplated by the Constitution is adopted. 

673. The seven Departments, as organized by a law taking effect Janu¬ 
ary 1, 1888, are (1) of Foreign Affairs, (2) of Justice and Police, (S) of the 
Interior, (4) of War, (5) of Finance and Imposts, (6) of Industry and 
Agriculture, and (7) of Posts and Railways. The department of Foreign 
Affairs is now separated from the presidency, with which it was formerly 
always associated, so that greater continuity of policy is now possible in 
all departments. 3 The arrangement, of administrative business in Depart¬ 
ments is effected iu Switzerland, as in France and Germany, by executive 
dec rtf, and not by legislative enactment, as in the United States. 

» 674. It is considered the capital defect of this collegiate organization 

of the Swiss executive, combined as it is witli the somewhat antagonistic 
arrangement of a division of exeentive busVness among Departments, that 
it compels the members of the Council to exercise at one and the same 
time two largely inconsistent functions. They are real, not simply nomi¬ 
nal, heads of Departments, and are obliged as su$h to give their time and 
attention to the routine, the detail, and the technical niceties of adminis¬ 
tration ; and yet as a body they are expected to impart to the administra¬ 
tion as a whole that uniformity, breadth, and flexibility of policy that can 

1 W’est minuter Eerie ir, Vol. 129, p. 207. 

* See Hiltz, FotitUehes Jahrbuch Her Schweiz, 1887, p, 778. 
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be imparted only by those who stand aloof from detail and routine and 
command the wider views of general expediency. They are called to be 
both technical officials and political guides. It has been suggested by 
thoughtful Swiss publicists that it would be vastly better to gire the De¬ 
partments permanent heads and leave to a board of ministers such as the 
present Council only a general oversight. Political and administrative 
functions require different aptitudes, must be approached from very differ¬ 
ent points of view, and ought seldom to be united in the same persons. 1 

675. Mixed Functions of the Executive. — Swiss law, as I have 
said, makes no very careful distinction between executive, legis¬ 
lative, and judicial functions. Popular jealousy of executive 
power lias resulted, alike in the cantonal systems and in the sys¬ 
tem of the Confederation, in the vesting of many executive func¬ 
tions either wholly or in part in the lawmaking bodies, and a 
very singular confusion between executive and judicial functions 
has resulted in the possession by both the executive and the legis¬ 
lative bodies of prerogatives which should, on any strict classifi¬ 
cation, belong only to regularly constituted courts of law. It is, 
consequently, somewhat difficult to get a clear summary view of 
the role played in Swiss federal affairs by the central executive 
Council. Its duties give it a touch both of legislative and of 
judicial quality. 

676. (1) It stands closely connected wit.n the Legislature 
because of its part in shaping legislation. The Council both origi¬ 
nates proposals in the Houses and gives its opinion upon pro¬ 
posals referred to it, either by the Houses or by the Cantons. It 
renders annual reports to the Houses concerning its conduct of 
administration and the condition of the Confederation, which give 
it opportunity to urge upon them necessary measures of reiorm or 
amelioration; and which, being freely debated, give the members 
of the Houses, also, an opportunity to press their own criticisms 
and suggestions with reference to the conduct of the administra¬ 
tion. It presents the budget of the Confederation also to the 
Houses and leads in' its debates of financial legislation. It is, in 
brief, the intimate servant and in part the authoritative guide of 
the Legislature, both taking and giving advice. The Houses may 

1 Orelli, Das Staatsrecht tier schweizerischen Eidgenossenschaft (Mar- 
quardsen's, Handluch), p. 30. 
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reverse whatever action of the Executive they please, even though 
it be merely administrative in character; but they usually suggest, 
they do not often condemn action already taken. 

677. (2) In the exercise of several of its most important duties 
the action of the Council is essentially judicial. It is emi»owered 
to examine the agreements made by Cantons among themselves 
or with foreign governments and to judge of their conformity 
with federal constitutional law, withholding its approval at its 
discretion. In like manner there are other cantonal laws and 
ordinances whose validity is made dependent upon its approval; 
and to a very limited extent, a jurisdiction like that entrusted to 
the Federal Court in hearing complaints concerning breaches of 
federal law is given it. Tt has also, authoritative oversight of the 
administration of federal law by the cantonal officials. There are 
not many federal officials; federal law is for the most part executed 
by local officers, the Federal Council supervising. * 

678. Here are some of the topics touching which the authoritative 
opinion of the Council may be taken : cantonal school affairs ; freedom of 
trade and commerce, and the interpretation of contracts with foreign 
states which concent trade and customs-leties, patent rights, rights of set¬ 
tlement. freedom from military service, free passage, etc.; rights of settle¬ 
ment within the Cantons ; freedom of belief ; validity of cantonal elections, 
votes, etc.; gratuitous equipment of the militia. 1 

679. (3) Its strictly executive functions are, however, its most 
prominent and important functions. It <appoints all officers 
whose selection is not otherwise specially provided for by law; 
it. of course directs the whole executive action of the government, 
controlling federal finance, and earing for all federal interests: 
, equally of course, it manages the foreign affairs of the Confedera¬ 
tion. Besides these usual executive and administrative functions, 
it exercises, however, others less common. It is the instru¬ 
ment of the Constitution in making good to the Cantons the 
federal guarantee of their constitutions. It executes the judg¬ 
ments of the Federal Court, and also all agfeements or decisions 
of arbitrators concerning matters in dispute between Cantons.’ 
In cases of necessity it may call out and itself direct the move¬ 
ments of such cantonal troops as are needed to meet any sudden 

i Orelii, rfl. 43, 44. * Ibid., p. 34. 
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danger, provided the Legislature is not in session to command such 
measures, and provided the call is for not more than two thousand 
men or for a service of more than three weeks. If mojre men or 
longer service seem necessary, the Legislature must be called at 
once and its sanction obtained. This power of the Council to call 
out troops to meet a pressing peril of war or riotous disorder is a 
logical part of the general duty which is imposed upon it of guard¬ 
ing both the external and the internal safety and order of- the 
Confederation, a duty which embraces the general police function 
of keeping the peac£. 

680. The Army. — The Confederation can maintain no standing army ; 
only the Cantons can maintain troops in time of peace; and even they 
cannot keep more than three hundred men apiece without the consent of 
the Confederation. 

681. Detail of Federal Supervision. — The federal government is 
directed by the Constitution to see to it that the Cantons provide free, 
compulsory, non-sectarian education for their people, and that the politi¬ 
cal rights and liberties of individuals are respected by cantonal law. It is 
likewise authorized, in case of internal disturbances, to intervene to pre¬ 
serve the public order upon its own initiative, whenever the cantonal 
authorities are unable to call upon it for assistance. It has been held, 
moreover, that it may exercise many of these extensive powers of over¬ 
sight and direction upon the initiative of individuals whose rights are 
affected, as well as upon the initiative of the cantonal governments them¬ 
selves; and its powers of superintendence and intervention have shown 
a marked tendency to grow from generatiorf to generation. The people 
have come to feel the Cantons in many things‘^oo small to do without the 
aid and countenance of the federal j>ower. 

682. Execution of Federal Law. — Although the supervisory powers 
of the federal government are very great, however, its hetive administra¬ 
tive duties are not many. The federal laws are for the most part executed ( 
by cantonal officials, under the superintendence of the Federal Council. 
In all that concerns foreign ( affairs the federal government acts for itself 
and through its own officials ; it directly administers the custom house, too, 
and the postal and telegraph systems of the country. It has charge of 
its own arsenals; and it is entrusted with the management of the govern- 
ment alcohol monopr4y and of the national polytechnic school. But in 
almost all other matters it is served by cantonal officials. ,Wven the Fed¬ 
eral Court 1ms no executive officers of its own. (Comp. secs. 531, 638, 630.) 

683. Appeal in Judicial Cases. — Following the example of the 
cantonal constitutions, which provide for a vdry absolute depend- 
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ence of the executive upon the representatives of the people and 
freely neglect, in practice, the careful differentiation of legislative 
from administrative functions, the Federal Constitution of 1848 
allowed an appeal in all cases from the Federal Council to the 
Federal Assembly ( Bundesversammlung). The constitutional re¬ 
vision of 1874, which had as one of its chief objects the develop¬ 
ment and strengthening of the judiciary of the Confederation, 
transferred many appeals to a Federal Court, but it left the 
action of the Federal Council no less subject to the Assembly 
than before, and it did not exclude the Legislature from judicial 
functions. It was, indeed, provided thaiAhe Federal Court, 
rather than the Assembly, should in most cases hear appeals 
from the Federal Council; but it was also arranged that certain 
‘administrative’ cases might be reserved to the Assembly by 
special legislative action. Religious and ‘ confessional ’ questions 
have, accordingly, been retained by the Legislature — questions 
which would seem to be as far as possible removed from the 
character of administrative matters. 

684. It seems to have been the conscious purpose of the more advanced 
reformers in 1874 to bring the Federal Court as near as possible in char¬ 
acter and functions to the Supreme Court of the United States ; hut they 
were able to realize their purpose only in part. The most important pre¬ 
rogative of our own*Court, its powers, namely, of constitutional interpre¬ 
tation, was denied the Federal Court in Switzerland. Most constitutional 
questions are decided by the legislate! e, except when specially delegated 
to the Court by legislation. The chief questions <of this nature now taken 
cognizance of by the Court are disputes as to constitutional rights between 
cantonal and federal authorities. 

085. The Federal Chancellor. —- The office of Federal Chancellor is 
worth noting as an inheritance of the present from the older Confedera¬ 
tion, in whose, days of incomplete federalization the Chancellor typitied 
the unity of the Cantons. The Chancellor is elected by the Federal 
Assembly at the same time and for the Same term (three yeans) as the 
Federal Council. He is chief clerk of both Houses of the Federal Assem¬ 
bly, is keeper*of all the federal records, and exercises a semi-executive 
function as preserver of diplomatic forms and usages. A Vice-Chancellor 
acts under the Chancellor as Secretary of the Council of States (Stdnde- 
rath), the Chancellor acting chiefly for the popular chamber. 

686. The Federal Legislature. —Properly speaking, the legis¬ 
lative powers of the Confederation are vested in the Federal 
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Assembly (Bundesremmmiung); but that Assembly consists of 

two distinct Houses, the National Council ( Natinnalmth ) and 

the Council of States (Standerath) ; and the Houses act separately 

in all strictly legislative matters, coming together as a single 

Assembly only for the exercise of certain electoral and judicial 

functions. The two Houses stand in all respects upon an equal 

footing: there is no difference of function between them. The 

originative work of each session — that is, the first handling of 

measures — is divided between them by a conference of tlieir 

Presidents at the beginning of the session. The Constitution 

requires that at least' pie session be held annually: as a matter 

of practice there are usually two sessions of about four weeks 

each every year, one beginning in June, the other in December, 

and a shorter extra session in March. Special sessions may be 

called either by resolution of the Federal Council or upon the 

demand of five Cantons or of one-fourth of the members of the 
* 

National Council. An absolute majority of its members consti¬ 
tutes a quorum in each House. 

687. Composition of the Houses: I. The National Council. — 

The popular chamber of the Assembly consists of one hundred 
and forty-seven members chosen from fifty-two federal electoral 
districts ( Wahl-Ktvixe ) in the proportion of one representative 
for every 20,00ft inhabitants. The federal elestoral districts can¬ 
not, however, cross cantonal boundary lines and include territory 
in more than one Canton. If, therefore, in the apportionment of 
representatives among the Cantons, the division of the number of 
inhabitants of any Canton by the number 20,000 shows p balance 
of 10,000, or more, that balance counts as 20,000, pud entitles to 
an additional representative. Reapportionments aie mads from 
time to time to meet changes in the number of inhabitants as * 
shown by decennial censyses. If any Canton have less than 
20,000 inhabitants, it is, nevertheless, entitled to a representative. 

• 

688* This is the ease with the three so-called half-cantons, Obwalden, 
Nidwalden, and Inner Appenzell, and the ancient canton of l T ri. Zug, 
which has but 23,167, also returns but a single member. ■ Berne, on the ' 
other hand, which has 541,061 inhabitants, lias twenty-seven representa¬ 
tives, and Zurich, with 351,917, seventeen; while one other, Vaud, has twelve, 
and two, St. Gallen and Aargau, have, respectively^ eleven ami ten. 
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080. -In those electoral districts which send more than one representa¬ 
tive— as, lor instance, in Berne, whose twenty-seven members are sent 
from six districts — candidates are voted for upon a general ticket, each 
voter being entitled to vote for as many representatives as the district 
returns. It requires an absolute majority to elect. 

690. Every Swiss twenty years of age who is not a clergyman 
and who is qualified to vote by the law of his Canton may vote 
for members of the National Council. The term of the National 
Council is three years. Elections take place always in October, 
on the same day throughout the count'-y, — and that day is always 
a Sunday. 

601. It is upon the assembling of each new National Council that the 
election of the Federal Council takes place (secs. 065-600). The three- 
years term of the executive Council is tints made to extend from the begin¬ 
ning of the first session of one National Council to the beginning of the 
first session of the next. 

002. The National Council elects its own officers; but in selectin'* its 
President and Vice-President it is bound by a rule similar to that which 
limits the yearly choice of a President of the Confederation. The Presi¬ 
dent or Vice-President of one session cannot be reelected for the session 
next following. For the officers of the National Assembly, like the officers 
of most European law-making bodies, are elected every session instead of 
for the whole term of the body, as in our House of Representatives and 

the English House of Commons. 

* 

693. n. The Council of States ( Sttindrruth ) is composed of 
forty-four members: two from each of the twenty-two Cantons. 
It would thus seem to* resemble very closely in its composition 
our own federal Senate and to represent distinctively the federal 
feature of the union between the Cantons. In fact, however, it 
has no such clearly defined character: for the mode in which its 
members shall he elected, the qualifications which they shall 
possess, the length of time which tljey shall serve, the. salary 
which they shall receive, and the relations they shall bear to 
those whom they represent, in brief, every element of their 
character as representatives, is left to the (determination of the 
Cantons themselves, and the greatest variety of provisions con¬ 
sequently prevails. From some Cantons the members are sent 
for one year only; by some for three; by others for four; bv still 
others for two. In the Cantons which have the obligatory Itefir 
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endurn they are generally elected by popular vote, as the' members 
of the National Council are; in those which have representative 
institutions they are usually elected by the legislative body of the 
Canton. Differing, thus, from the National Council, as regards at 
least very many of its members, only in the fact that every Can¬ 
ton sends the same number as each of the others and chooses the 
term for which they shall be elected, the Council of States can 
hardly be called the federal chamber: neither is it merely a 
second chamber. Its position is anomalous and obviously transi¬ 
tional. 

694. The Council ot'States elects its own President and Vice-President, 
but subject to the restriction that neither President nor Vice-President 
can be chosen at any session from the Canton from which the President 
for the immediately preceding session was taken, and that the office of 
Vice-President cannot be filled during two successive regular sessions by 
a member from the same Canton. 

* 695. The Cantons, upon enumeration, number, not twenty-two, but 
twenty-five, because three of them have been divided into 1 half-cantons,’ 
namely, Unterwalden, Basel, and Appenzell. The half-cantons send each 
one member to the Council of States. The following is a list of the Can¬ 
tons: Zlirich, Berne, Luzern, Uri, Sclnvyz, Obwalden, Nidwahlen, Glarus, 
Zug, Freiburg, Solotlmrn, Baselstadt.. Baselland, Sehauffhausen, Outer 
Appenzell, Inner Appenzell, St. Gallen, Graubiinden, Aargau, Thurgau, 
Ticino, Vaud, Valais, Neuch&tel, Geneva. ( 

696. Functions of the Houses. — It may be said, in general 
terms, that its Legislature is the supreule, the directing organ of 
the Confederation. It is difficult, thereffire, to classify the func¬ 
tions which the Houses exercise, because they extend into every 
field of government; but the following may serve as a distinct 
arrangement of them: 1. They exercise the sovereignty*of the 
Confederation in its dealings with foreign states, controlling all * 
alliances or treaties with .foreign powers, determining questions 
of peace and war, passing all enactments concerning the federal 
army, and taking the necessary measures for maintaining the 
neutrality and external safety of Switzerland. 2. They maintain 
the authority of the Confederation as against the Cantons, taking 
care to pass all the measures necessary for preserving internal 
safety and order and for fulfilling the federal guarantee of the 
cantonal constitutions, and deciding, upon appeal from the Fed- 
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era! Council, the validity of agreements between the Cantons or 
between a Canton and a foreign power. 3. They exercise the 
general legislative powers of the Confederation, providing for 
the carrying out of the Federal Constitution and for the fulfil¬ 
ment of all federal obligations. 4. They pass upon the federal 
budget and control the federal finances. 5. They organize the 
federal service, providing for the creation of all necessary depart¬ 
ments or offices and for the appointment and pay of all federal 
officers. 6. They oversee federal administrative and judicial 
action, hearing and acting upon complaints against the deci¬ 
sions of the Federal Council in contested mitninistrative cases. 
7. With the concurrence of the people, they revise the Federal 
•Constitution. 

607. Legislative Procedure. — Each House is served in the conduct 
of its business by a President, a Vice-President, and four Tellers. These 
six officers constitute a ‘ Bureau,’ whose duty it is not only to count ihe 
votes upon a division, but also to look after absentees, and to appoint such 
committees as the chambers do not themselves choose to elect. Much of 
the business introduced is referred to committees for detailed considera¬ 
tion ; but the Federal Council is the grand committee. All important 
legislation either comes from it or goes to it for final formulation, and its 
part is generally a guiding part in debate. 

698. Bevision of the Constitution. — When the two Houses can 
agree concerning a revision of the Constitution, it is effected by 
the ordinary processes and under the ordinary rules of legislation, 
though it is followed by fin obligatory Referendum to the. people. 
But a revision may also be otherwise accomplished. If one 
House demands particular changes and the other House refuses 
to asseift, or if 50,000 qualified voters call for a revision by peti¬ 
tion, the question whether or not a revision shall be undertaken 
must be submitted to popular vote; and,if there be a majority of 
the whole of such popular vote in the affirmative, new Houses 
must be elected and the revision proceeded with. In every case 
the amendments adopted by the Houses must be voted upon by 
the people aijd must, be accepted by a majority of the people and 
by a majority of the Cantons also in order to go into force. In 
reckoning up the votes by Cantons, on such occasions, the vote 
of a half-canton counts as half a vote. 
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699. The Federal Beferendum. — “Federal laws, las well as 
generally binding federal resolutions, which are not of a pressing 
nature, shall be laid before the poople for their acceptance or 
rejection upon the demand of 30,000 qualified Swiss Vitizens or 
of eight cantons.” Such is the command of Article 89 of the 
Federal Constitution which establishes for the Confederation the 
‘facultative ’ or ‘optional ’ Referendum (see. 666). 

700. The whole detail of the exercise of the Referendum is regelated 
by federal legislation. A period of ninety days, running from the date of 
the publication of the law, is set within which tin* demand for a popular 
vote must be madt Copies of all federal laws which are subject to Ref¬ 
erendum are sent to the authorities of each Canton, and by them pub¬ 
lished in the Communes. For the Communes are constituted the districts, 
in whicli the popular demand is to be made up. That demand must 
be made by written petition addressed to tiie Federal Council; all signa¬ 
tures must be autographic ; and the chief officer of the Commune must 
t attest the right of each signer to vote. Demands from Cantons for the 
Referendum are made through the cantonal councils, subject to the right 
of the people, under the provisions of the cantonal Referendum, to reverse 
the action. In case it appears that 30,000 voters or eight Cantons demand 
Referendum, the Federal t.'ouncil must set a day for the popular vote ; 
a day which must be at least four weeks later than the resolution which 
appoints it. 

701. Functions of the Federal Assembly. —- The functions which 
the Houses exercise in joint session, as the Federal Assembly, are 
not legislative but electoral and judicial 1- The Assembly elects 
the Federal Council, the federal judges, the Chancellor, and the 
generals of the confederate army. 2. It exercises the right of 
pardon. 3. It determines conflicts of jurisdiction between federal 
authorities, fulfilling the functions delegated under th^ French 
and Prussian constitutions to a special Court of Conflicts (sees*. 
475, 629). 

«- 

702. The President of the National Council presides over the sessions 
of the Federal Assembly, and the rules of the National Council for the 
most part govern its^proceedings. 

703. Administration of Justice: I. The Cantonal Courts.— 

The Cantons are left quite free by the Federal Constitution to 
organize their courts as they please. Not even a general uni¬ 
formity of system is prescribed as in Gerpiany (see. 556); nor 
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are the eanl'onal courts subordinated to the Federal Court except 
in certain special eases provided for by statute. It may be said, in 
general terms, that justice is administered by the Cantons, with 
recourse in selected eases to the tribunal of the Confederation. 

704. There is, however, a certain amount of uniformity in judi- 
, ial organization throughout Switzerland. There are usually two 
ranks of courts in eaui Canton: District Courts (. Bezirk&jerkhte 
or Aintxijerichte) which arc courts of iirst instance, and a supreme 
('anconal Court (luintOHsjrrivht) which is the court of final in¬ 
stance. There are also everywhere Justices of the Peace whose 
duty it is, in many places, first to act as meditors in legal dis¬ 
putes,— and as magistrates only when they fail as mediators, 
•l’ctty police cases are heard by the District Courts; but. for the 
hearing of criminal eases there is trial by jury under the presi¬ 
dency of a section of the supreme court justices, or by a special 
criminal court acting without a jury. 

705. In three of the larger Cantons, Geneva, Zurich, and St. Gallen. 
there are sjiecial Cassation Courts put above the Obergerirht. Zurich and 
Geneva hate also special Commercial Courts ( fhimlel-igerirlite). 

700. In many of the Cantons the Supreme Court exercises certain semi¬ 
executive functions, taking the place of a Ministry of Justice, in overseeing 
the action of the lower courts and of all judicial officers, such as the states- 
attorneys. 

707. In most of the cantons, too, the Supreme Court makes annual 
reports to the legislative Council, containing a full review of the judicial 
business of each year, discussing the state of justice, with criticisms upon 
the system in vogue and suggestions of reform. These reports are impor¬ 
tant sources of judicial statistics. 

708. The terms of cantonal judges vary. The usual terms are 
tjiree, four, and six years. Tin* judges of the inferior courts are 
as a rule elected directly by the people: those of the supreme 
courts commonly by the legislative Council. 

700. In Bernp the legislative Council also elects the Presidents of the 
District Courts ; but this is not the usual practice * 

710. No qualifications for election to the bench are required by Swiss 
law except oiity the right to vote. But here, as well as in regard to the 
very brief terms of the judges, practice is more conservative than the law. 
To the. higher courts, at least, competent lawyers are generally elected ; 
and reflection is in mqst eases the rule. 
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711. In Geneva the Status-attorney, instead of the Supreme Court, is 
given the general duties of superintendence which, outside of Switzerland, 
are vested in a Minister of Justice ; and in other Cantons similar officers 
are given prerogatives much moro extensive than are usually associated 
with such offices elsewhere. 

712. II. The Federal Court. — The Federal Court was created 
by the Constitution of 1848. Before that time arbitration had 
been the only form of adjudication between the Cantons. Even 
in creating it, however, the Constitution of 1848 withheld’from 
the Federal Court all real efficiency: its jurisdiction was of the 
most restricted kiid and was condemned to be exercised under 
the active superintendence of the omnipotent Federal Assembly. 
It was one of the chief services of the constitutional reform of. 
1874 that it elevated the Federal Court to a place of substantial 
influence and real dignity. It still rests with the Houses to de¬ 
termine by statute many of the particular questions which shall 
Be submitted to the Court; but its general province, as well as 
its organization, is prescribed in considerable detail by the Con¬ 
stitution. Doubtless the Federal Court, like the. Council of 
States, is still in a transitional stage, and will ultimately be 
given a still more independent and influential position. 

713. The Federal Court consists of nine judges chosen by the 
Federal Assembly (with due regard to the ^‘presentation of the 
three official languages of Switzerland,—German, French, and 
Italian) for a term of six years. Every two years, also, the Fed¬ 
eral Assembly selects two of these nine*to act, the one as 1’resi¬ 
dent, the other as Vice-President, of the Court. The Court sits, 
not at Berne, the legislative capital of the Confederation, but at 
Lausanne. 

714. The Federal Assembly elects, at the same time that it chooses the 
judges, nine substitutes alai, who sit, as occasion demands, in place of any 
judge who cannot act, and who receive for their occasional services a per 
diem compensation. , 

7f5. The members of the Court may not hold any other office or follow 
any other business during their term as judges; nor can they be members 
of any business corporation. • 

716. Seven judges constitute a quorum of the Court. The number of 
judges who sit in any case must always lie an uneven number, including 
the president. ( 
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717. Criminal Jurisdiction of the Federal Court. — In the 

exercise of its criminal jurisdiction the Federal Court goes on 
circuit. The country is divided into five assize districts (Assi- 
spnbezirkp), one of which embraces French Switzerland; a second, 
Berne, and the surrounding Cantons; a third, Zurich and the 
Cantons bordering upon it; a fourth, central, and part of east 
Switzerland; and the fifth, Italian Switzerland. 

tl8. The Court annually divides itself, for criminal business, into three 
bodies: A Criminal Chamber, a Chamber of Complaints, and a Chamber 
of Appeals. The Criminal Chamber decides at wh^ places in the several 
Districts assizes shall be held. The places selected furnish, at their own 
cost, a place of meeting. The cantonal police and court officers serve as 
officers of this Court. A Statcs-attorney appears for the Federal Council 
in all cases. 

719. Cases in Public Law. —The jurisdiction of the Federal 
Court covers a great variety of causes. There are (1) Cases in 
Public Law. These include disputes between Cantons concern¬ 
ing such matters as the fulfilment of inter-cantonal agreements, 
the settlement of boundary lines, conflicts of jurisdiction between 
the authorities of different Cantons, and extradition; also the 
enforcement of agreements between Cantons and foreign govern¬ 
ments; and, most fertile of all, cases involving the constitutional 
rights of citizens, whether those rights rest upon the federal or 
upon a cantonal constitution. Its jurisdiction does not, however, 
cover questions as to the constitutionality of 'federal legislation. 
The federal Houses are the sole judges, under public opinion, of 
their own powers. 

720, * It is considered “ the proper and natural province, of the Federal 
Court” in Switzerland “to defend the people and the citizens against 
abuses of power, whether they proceed from, federal or cantonal authori¬ 
ties." Such a province is, however, in the very nature of the case, insus¬ 
ceptible of definite limitations ; and the powers of the Federal Court have 
gradually spread far abroad by reason of the temptations of this vague 
prerogative. The most usual and proper cases arising under it are in¬ 
fringements »>lj the federal guarantee to citizens of equality before the 
law, of freedom of settlement, of security against double taxation, of 
liberty of the press, etc., but the Court has gone much beyond these. Its 
jurisdiction has been extended to the hearing of complaints against canto¬ 
nal authorities for ordinary alleged failures of justice, such as the Const!* 
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tution can hardly have contemplated giving into the hands of the Federal 
Court. The Court has even “ brought within the circle of its judgments 
cases where the appellant asserts a denial of his claims! by a cantonal 
judge grounded upon merely obstructive motives or an arbitrary applica¬ 
tion of the law.” 1 

721. The Federal Court has also cognizance of contested citi¬ 
zenship cases between Communes of different Cantons. For 
citizenship in Switzerland is first of all of the Commune, /rite 
Commune is, so to say, the unit of citizenship, and it is through 
communal citizenship that cantonal citizenship is held (sec. 6(52). 

722. (2) Civil Iz-ses in Private Law. —The administration 
of justice between individuals under federal laws is left for the 
most part to the cantonal courts, which thus serve in a sense as’ 
federal tribunals; but if, in'any case falling under federal law, a 
sum of 3000 francs Ire involved, or if the matter involved be not 
susceptible of money valuation, an appeal may be taken to the 
Federal Court from the court of last resort in the Canton. Cer¬ 
tain other private law cases, even when they do not involve fed¬ 
eral law, may be brought,— not by appeal, but in the first 
instance,—before the Federal Court upon another principle, 
because, i.e., of the nature of the parties to the suit, riz. : 
Cases between Cantons and private individuals or corporations; 
cases in which the confederation is defendant; cases between 
Cantons; and cases between the Confederation and one or more 
Cantons (sec. 1300). 

723. Cases of the first two of these four classes can be brought in the 
Federal Court only if they involve a sum of 3000 francs, (ftherwise they 
must be instituted and adjudged in the cantonal Courts. 

724. By agreement of both parties, the jurisdiction of the Federal 
Court may be invoked in any c.ase in which the subject of litigation is 
rendered important by virtue of federal legislation. 

725. A special railroad jurisdiction, too, has been given by statute to 
the Federal Court, covering cases concerning right of way and the right 
of eminent domain^ and cases in private law between railroads and the 
Confederation. 

726. (3) Criminal Cases. —The criminal jurisdiction of the 
Federal Court covers cases of high treason and of outbreak or 


1 Orelli, p. 42. 
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violence against the federal authorities, breaches of international 
law, and political offences which were the cause or the result of 
disorders which have necessitated the intervention of the Con¬ 
federation. It may, however, in the discretion of certain authori¬ 
ties, include a variety of other matters in addition to these. 
Federal officers, whose breaches of duty are ordinarily punished 
upon judgment of the cantonal tribunals, may, by resolution of 
the Federal Council or of the Federal Assembly, be handed over 
to the Federal Court to be judged. Cases may even, also, be as¬ 
signed to the federal tribunal by cantonal constitutions or laws, 
if the Federal Assembly assent to the arrangement. 

The Chamber of Appeals of the Federal Court takes eognizanrbesides, 
of complaints concerning judgments of the cantonal courts given under 
certain fiscal, police, and hanking laws of the Confederation. 

727. The Federal Council: (4) Administrative Cases. —The 

administrative jurisdiction of the Confederation, which is exer-’ 
vised, not by the Federal Court, but by the Federal Council, 
includes a great number of important cases. It covers questions 
touching the calling out of the cantonal militia, the administra¬ 
tion of the public-school system of the Cantons, freedom of trade, 
occupation and settlement, consumption taxes and import duties, 
freedom of belief and worship, the validity of cantonal elections 
and votes, and rights arising out of contracts with foreign powers 
regarding trade relations,,the credit io be given to patents, ex¬ 
emption from military service, freedom of passage, etc. In all 
these eases an appeal lies from the Federal Council either to the 
Houses or to the Federal Court. 

728. Snter-Cantonal Judicial Comity. — The Swiss Constitu- 
tton, in close imitation of the provision on the same subject in 
the Constitution of the United States, requires that full force and 
credit be given the judgments of the courts of each Canton 
throughout the Confederation. 
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THE DUAL MONARCHIES: AUSTRIA-HUNGARY — 
SWEDEN-NORWAY. 


729. The Dual Monarchies. — This title is allowed to remain 
notwithstanding the separation of Sweden ar4 Norway in 1905, 
on account of the importance for comparati politics, both oi the 
, form of union existing in those countries up to the separation, 
and of the separation itself, as a culmination of political tenden¬ 
cies and as an example unique and instructive, of the peaceful 
dissolution of a dual monarchy. The dual monarchy, as it existed 
m Norway-Swedeu, and still exists in Austria-Hungary, stands 
midway in character between unitary kingdoms like France and 
England and federal states like Germany and Switzerland. 
Each of the united kingdoms, in the union formerly existing in 
Sweden-Norway and in the still existing one of Austria-Hun¬ 
gary, keeps its own institutions, and, therefore, to a large extent, 
its own individuality; hut at the summit of their governments 
a single throne unites them, and in some things a common ma¬ 
chinery of administration.. Very interesting and important differ¬ 
ences of law and organization, however, separate Austria-Hungary 
from its northern analogue, the recently dissolved Sweden-Norway. 

Austria-IIuxoaky. 

• 730. Austria's Historical Position. — Until the middle of the 
last century Austria stood at the front of German political 
union; not until 18GG was she deposed* from leadership in Ger¬ 
many and set apart to attempt alone the difficult task of amalga¬ 
mating the jmlyglot dual monarchy of Austria-Hungary (sefl. 492). 

731. Acquisition of Hungary and Bohemia. — It was unques¬ 
tionably Austria's headship in the Empire which enabled the 
Habsburg princes at once to broaden and to consolidate their 
domain in the southeastern border-land between Slav and Teuton. 
Their power and influence within the Empire gave them their 

883 
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opportunity to control tlie destiny of border states like Bohemia 
and Hungary, lying at Austria’s doors. Both Hungary and 
Bohemia fell to Habsburg in tire same year, the year 1520, when 
Ferdinand I. mounted their throne. 

732. Bohemia.— Bohemia was a Slavonic wedge thrust into 
the side of Germany. Compassed about by hostile powers, it 
was a prize to be fought for. Alternately'eompiered by several 
neighboring kingdoms, it finally fell into German hands and 
became an apanage of the Empire. It was as such that the itabs- 
burgers seized it when its throne became vacant in consequence 
of the extinction oS*. Luxemburg line of princes. In 1520 their 
hold upon it became complete, and they were thenceforth able to 
keep it secure as an hereditary possession within their family. 

733. Moravia. — Moravia also was and is Slavonic. Slavs early drove 
out its Teutonic possessors, and were prevented from joining the Slavs 
J of the southeast in the formation of a vast Sla\onic kingdom only by the 
intervention of the Magyars, the compii-rors of Hungary. This dominant 
race in the tenth century thrust themselves in between the Slavs of the 
northwest and those ot the southeast, and, driving back the Slavs of 
Moravia, reduced the once Mlreat Moravia’ to the dimensions of the 
present province. Striven for hv Hungary, by Poland, mid by Bohemia, 
Moravia finally met her natural fate in incorporation with Slavonic Bohe¬ 
mia (1031)j, and passed, along with that kingdom, into Austrian hands, 
in 1536. 

734. Hungary. — ; Hungary is the land of the Magyars, a Tura¬ 
nian race which retains even to the present day its distinctive 
Oriental features, habits, and hearing among the »ati"e European 
races about it. After having suffered the eommou fortune of 
being overrun by numerous barbaric hordes at the breaking up of 
the lioman Empire, the territory of Hungary became, in 881), the 
realm of the Magyar duke Arpad, the Conqueror. In the year 
3000 the duke Vaik, who had succeeded to the duchy in 907, re¬ 
ceived, at the hands of Pope Sylvester II. the title of ‘apostolic 
king ’ of Hungary, and, under the name of Stephen, became the 
first of a line of native monarchs which kept the-throne until 
1301. From 1301 till 1526 kings of various families anil origins 
won places upon the throne. During this period, too, Hungary 
felt the full power of the Turk, since 1453 .master of Constuuti* 
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nople. The battle of Mobiles (29 August, 1520) brought terrible 
overthrow upon the Hungarian forces at the hands of Soliman 
the Magnificent, and death to Louis, the Hungarian king. Louis 
was childless; his widow, Maria, was sister to Ferdinand I. of 
Austria; and it was her influence which led the more powerful 
party of nobles within the kingdom to elect the Habsburger to 
the throne and so put Austria permanently in the Hungarian 
sail'lle. Not, however, until 1005-1071, a period of insurrection 
in Hungary, did the Habsburgcrs eonvert their elective into an 
hereditary right to the throne. 

735. Transylvania, Slavonia, Croatia. — iransylvania, Slavonia, 
ami Croatia, anuext-il at various times in Hungary, passed w;‘h Hungary 
to the house of Hahsburg. Except durng the period 1848 to 1867, the 
period during which Hungary was being disciplined for her revolt of 
1848-1840, those provinces have remained apanages of Hungary, though 
Croatia occupies a somewhat distinctive position, and is always accorded 
a representative of her own in the Hungarian ministry. From 1818 to 
1807 Transylvania, Slavonia, and Croatia were treated as Austrian crown 
lands. 

736. Galicia, Dalmatia. — Galicia, a district much fought for and 
ofteu divided, hut for some time attached to Poland, came to Austria 
upon the tirst. partition of Poland, in 1773. Dalmatia, once part of 
ancient Illyria, afterwards a possession of Venice, much coveted and 
sometimes held by (Croatia atvd by Hungary, was acquired by Austria 
through the treat) of Campo Fortnio, in ITilT. 

737. Bosnia and Herzegovina.- The Congress of Berlin, 1878, 
which met to fix upon a basis for the new settlements resulting from the 
victories of Russia over Turkey, added to Austria’s multifarious duties as 
ruler of many races the protectorate of Bosnia and Herzegovina, districts 
inhabited by a Servian race and long subject to Tuikish dominion, 

738. * Austria-Hungary: Nature of the Union. —The present 
constitution of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy practically recog¬ 
nizes but two parties to the union, Austria and Hungary. Bohe¬ 
mia, for all she has so much individuality and boasts so fine a 
history of independence, is swallowed up in Austria: only the 
Magyars of Hungary, among all the races of the heterogeneous 
realm of the’Habslmrgers, have obtained for tlie kingdom of their 
making a standing of equality alongside of dominant Austria. 

739. Variety of Eace. —Tlie commanding difficulty of govern¬ 
ment throughout the*whole course of Austro-Hungarian politics 
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has been the variety of races embraced within the domain of the 
monarchy. First and most prominent is the three-sided contrast 
between German, Slav, and Magyar. Within this general clas¬ 
sification, again, Slav differs from Slav by reason of many sharp 
divergencies of history, of speech, and of religion; and outside 
this classification, there is added a miscellany of Italians, Croats, 
Serbs, Roumanians, Jews, —men of almost? every race and people 
of eastern Europe. This variety is emphasized by the fact, that 
only the Czechs (Bohemians), among all these peoples, have a 
separate home land in which they are in the majority. In .Bohe¬ 
mia and Moravia ths Czechs constitute considerably more than 
half the population; whilst in Hungary the Mag 3 *ars, though 
greatly outnumbering any other one element of the population, 
are less than half the whole ’number of inhabitants; and in Aus¬ 
tria, though men of German blood are very greatly in the majority 
in the central provinces which may be called Austria proper, they 
constitute in Austria taken as a whole very little more than one- 
third of the population. 

740. Home Rule: Bohemia, Hungary. — At least two among 
these many races, moreover, are strenuously, restlessly, persist¬ 
ently devoted to independence. No lapse of time, no defeat of 
hopes, seems sufficient to reconcile the Czechs of Bohemia to in¬ 
corporation with Austria. Pride of race and the memories of a 
notable and distinguished history keep them always at odds with 
the Germans within.their gates and with the government set over 
their heads. They desire at least the same degree of autonomy 
that has been granted to Hungary. 

741. * Not ‘granted ’ either. No doubt it would be more correct 
to,say the degree of autonomy won by Hungary. Dominant in 
a larger country than Bohemia, perhaps politically more capable 
than any Slavonic people, and certainly more enduring and defi¬ 
nite in their purposes, the Magyars, though crushed by superior 
force in the field of battle, have been able to win d specially recog¬ 
nized and highly favored place in the dual monarchy. Although 
for a long time a land in which the noble was tlw' only citizen, 
Hungary has been a land of political liberties almost as long 
as England herself has been. The nobles of Hungary won from 
their king, Andreas II., in 1222, a “ Golden Bull ” which was a 
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veritable Magna Charta. It limited military service in the 
king’s army, it regulated taxation, it secured for every noble 
trial by h»s peers, it gave order and propriety to judicial admin¬ 
istration, it even enacted the right of armed resistance to tyranny. 
The nobles, too, established their right to be personally summoned 
to the national Reichstag. Standing upon these privileges, they 
were long able to defeat even the absolutism of the Austrian mon¬ 
arch's. Ferdinand 1. acquired the throne of Hungary only after 
recognizing her constitution; not for more than a hundred years 
did the crown become hereditary in the Aust;4an house; and not 
till 1687 did the ancient right of armed resistance lose its legal 
• support. 

742. The period of reaction which followed the Napoleonic 
wars and the Congress of Vienna found kings everywhere tighten¬ 
ing where they could the bonds of absolutism: and nowhere were 
those bonds more successfully strengthened than in Austrih- 
Hungary under the reigning influence of the sinister Metternich. 
1848, however, saw the flames of insurrection break forth 
more fiercely in Hungary than anywhere else in terror-stricken 
Europe: only by the aid of Russia was Austria able once more 
to get control of her great dependency. So completely was Hun¬ 
gary prostrated aft*r this her supreme effort that she had for a 
little no choice but to suffer herself to be degraded into a mere 
province of Austria. 

743. The Constitution of 1867. —Wars and disasters presently 
burst upon the absolutist Austria, however, in an overwhelming 
storm. Thrust,out from Germany (sec. 492), she was made at 
length«to feel the necessity, if she would give her realm strength, 
*to give her subjects liberty. Her eyes were at last fully opened 
to the supreme folly of keeping tlnj peoples under her rule 
weak and spiritless, poor and motionless, in order that her mon- 
archs might not suffer contradiction. She assented, accordingly, 
18 February, 1867, to a constitutional arrangement which" recog¬ 
nized the kingdom, not as Austria’s, but as the joint kingdom of 
Austria-Hungary, and which gave to the Empire its present rela¬ 
tively liberal political organization. 

744. Dual Character of the Xonarohy. — The Austro-Hun¬ 
garian monarchy, although compacted by the persistent forces of 
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a long historical development, is not a unitary state, a territorial 
and legal unit, but simply a “real union of two constitutionally 
and administratively independent states.” This union .is, indeed, 
more substanti.'.l than that formerly existing between Sweden and 
Norway : the latter began only in 181 5, and was, as we shall 
see (secs. 769, 801), only an arrangement by which two kingdoms 
might subsist under a single king, as partners in international 
undertakings but as something less than partners in affairs of 
nearer interest; while Austria-Hungary, on the contrary', held as 
a dual possession by a single royal house for more than three 
hundred and fifty ye3hs, subjected by that house to the same mili¬ 
tary and financial services, and left the while in possession of 
only such liberties as could be retained by dint of turbulent in¬ 
sistence, consists of two countries at many points interlaced and 
amalgamated in history and in institutional life. 

•745. The Fundamental Laws. —The present constitutional law 
of the dual kingdom rests upon grants of privilege from the 
Crown. It is divisible into three parts: the laws of the union, 
the laws of Austria, and the laws of Hungary, (a) The laws of 
the union embrace, beside various other rules concerning succes¬ 
sion to the throne, the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713, which was 
formally adopted by the representatives of tlje Hungarian group 
of states; and the identical Austrian and Hungarian laws, passed 
in December, 1867, which fix the relations of the f,wo kingdoms 
to one another and arrange for the administration of their com¬ 
mon affairs, (b) The fundamental law of Austria consists of 
various royal decrees, ‘diplomas,’ and patents, determining the 
membefship, privileges, etc., of the national Jleiehsrath ,and of 
the provincial Lunillai/x. Of these the chief are five fundamental* 
laws of December, 1867, by which a general reconstruction of the 
government was effected, fn agreement with the new constitution 
given to the union in that year, (e) The constitutional arrange¬ 
ments «f Hungary ijcst upon the Golden Bull of Andreas II., 
1222, touching the privileges of the Estates (sec. 74P); upon cer¬ 
tain laws of 1790-1791 concerning the political independence of 
Hungary, and her exercise of legislative and executive powers; 
upon laws of 1847-1848 granting ministerial responsibility, annual 
sessions of the Reichstag, etc.; and upon a law of 1868 (amended 
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in 18(3) whereby Croatia-Slavonia is given certain distinct privi¬ 
leges to be enjoyed independently of Hungary. These are most 
of them older laws than the Austrian. Although able for long 
periods together to keep Austria at their feet, the Habsburgers 
have never been able to keep Hungary for long in a similar atti¬ 
tude of submission. Her constitutional separateness and inde¬ 
pendence, though orten temporarily denied in practice, have 
never been destroyed. The cooperative rights of the Estates in 
government, communal self-administration, and the privileges of 
the free cities have triumphantly persisted _spite of all efforts 
made to suppress them. 

740. The Common Government: the Emperor-King. — The 

Emperor of Austria bears also the titles King of Bohemia and 
‘Apostolic ’ King of Hungary (sec. 734). He stands at the head, 
not of one of the branches of the government, but of tlie whole 
government in all its brandies. In theory, indeed, be alone gov¬ 
erns : lie makes, while legislatures and provincial assemblies only 
assent to, the laws. Law limits bis powers: the sphere of liis 
authority is fixed in each kingdom by definite constitutional pro¬ 
visions; but, whatever practical concessions modern movements 
of thought and of revolution may have compelled, it yet remains 
the theory, and to a certain extent the fact, of constitutional de¬ 
velopment in Austna-lluiigary that the monarch has himself of 
his own free will created such limitations upon his prerogative 
as exist. There is, therefore, significantly <piough, nothing to be 
said by constitutional commentators in Austria-Hungary either 
concerning the king’s veto or concerning any special arrange¬ 
ments for constitutional change. It is thought to go without the 
# saying*that the monarch's negative will absolutely kill, bis ‘let it 
be ' abundantly vitalize, all laws, whether constitutional or other. 

747. Of course limitations upon the ftionarcli’s prerogative are not 
necessarily any the less real because he may abrogate them if he dare, so 
long as the wMlo disposition and temper of his people and of liis times 
forbid Ids abrogating them. 

748. Succession, Regency, etc. —The laws touching the succession 
to the Austro-Hungarian throne provide so minutely for the widest pos¬ 
sible collateral inheritances, that provision for a vacancy is apparently not 
necessary. Permanent laws vest the regency in specific representatives 
of the royal house. 'Hie rojal age of majority is sixteen years. 
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749. The Common Ministries. — The Emperor-King is assisted 
in his direction of the common affairs of his two kingdoms by 
three Ministries and an Imperial Court of Audit. There is (1) a 
Ministry of Forygn Affairs and of the Imperial Household, which, 
besides the international functions indicated by its name, is 
charged with oversight of the foreign trade and shipping inter¬ 
ests of the dual kingdom. (2) The Ministry of Tfar, by which 
the common standing army of the two kingdoms is administered. 
The legislation upon which the maintenance of this common 
standing army is based originates with the legislatures of the 
two kingdoms actiif^eparately. It is, that is, matter of agree¬ 
ment between the two countries. It covers such points as the 
size of the army, liability to military service, rules and methods 
of recruiting, etc., and is embodied in identical laws adopted by 
the two legislatures, each acting for itself and without constitu¬ 
tional compulsion. 

760. As commander-in-chief of the army, the Emperor-King has the 
full right of discipline, full power to appoint, remove, or transfer officers 
of the line, and the determination of both the war and peace organizations 
of the army, quite independently of any action whatever on the part of 
the minister of war. In most other concerns of the military administra¬ 
tion, however, his acts require the countersignature of the minister. 

The militia, or reserve, services of the two kingdoms are separate, and 
separately maintained; but in war the militia of both countries becomes 
supplementary to the regular army. 

• < 

(3) The Ministry of Finance: acting under the Emperor, the min¬ 
ister of finance prepares the joint budget, apportions the costs of 
the common administration between Austria and Hungary, sees 
to the raising of the relative quotas, applies the common,income 
in accordance with the provisions of the budget, and administer* 
the common floating debt. The Ministry of Finance is in addi¬ 
tion charged with the administration of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

761. These two countries, although still nominally pr,rts of the Turkish 
Empire, have really,tsince the Treaty of Berlin (1878), been subject in all 
things to Austria (see 737). The Austrian Ministry of Finance stands for 
them in the position of all administrative departments in bne. 

762. The chief sources of the common revenue in Austria-Hungary are 
customs duties and direct contributions from the treasuries of the two 
states. Certain parts of the customs duties are assigned to the common 
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treasury; and such expenses as these are not sufficient to meet are de. 
frayed by the contributions, Austria paying sixty-eight, and Hungary 
thirty-two, per cent, of the sums needed. 

763. The Economic Relations of Austria and Hungary are regu¬ 
lated in the important matters of commerce, the money system, the man¬ 
agement of those railroads and telegraph lines whose operation affects the 
interests of both kingdoms, the customs system, and the indirect taxation 
of industries by formal agreements of a semi-international character en¬ 
tered into every ten years, and brought into force by separate but of course 
identical laws passed in the national legislatures of both countries. Each 
state controls for itself the collection of customs duties within its own 
territory ; but Austria-Hungary is regarded as forcing only a single cus¬ 
toms and trade territory, and the laws touching'administration in these 
fields must be identical in the two countries 

There is a joint stock Austro-Hungarian bank at Vienna; the two 
kingdoms have by treaty the same system of weights and measures; and 
there is separate coining but the same coinage. 

764. Patents, Posts, and Telegraphs .—A common system of patents 
and copyrights is maintained; and both countries have the same pos'jel 
and telegraph service. 

755. The Delegations. — The most singular, interesting, and 
characteristic feature of the common government of Austria-Hun¬ 
gary is the Delegations, which constitute, in germ at least, a 
common Legislature. There are two Delegations, an Austrian 
and a Hungarian. 'They are respectively committees of the Aus¬ 
trian and Hungarian legislatures. Each Delegation consists of 
sixty members, twenty of whom are chosen by the upper, forty 
by the lower chamber of the legislature which they represent. 
But, although thus in form a committee of the legislature which 
sends it forth, leach Delegation may be said to represent the 
kingdom from which it comes rather than the legislature of that 
kingdom. It is not subject to be instructed, but acts upon its 
own judgment as an independent body.* The two Delegations sit 
and act separately, though they exercise identical functions. 
Each passes judgment upon the budget of the common adminis¬ 
tration, each is at liberty to take action upon the management of 
the common*debt, each superintends the common administration, 
and can freely question and ‘interpellate’ (sec. 428) the minis¬ 
ters, from whom each hears periodical reports; and each has the 
privilege of initiative as regards all measures coming within 
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their competence. These functions are concurrent, not joint. 
They are, nevertheless, obviously functions which must under 
such a system be exercised in full agreement: the common ad¬ 
ministration cannot serve two masters. If, therefore, after a 
triple exchange of resolutions no agreement has been reached 
between the two bodies, a joint session is held, in which, with¬ 
out debate, and by a mere absolute majority vote, the question at 
issue is decided. 

750. Asa matter of fact the legislative powers of the Delegations are very 
narrow indeed. Tfc/ir independent action is confined for the most part to 
the granting of suppks and the superintendence of the administrative 
action of the three common ministries. The very supplies they grant come 
out of taxes voted separately by the parliaments of the two kingdoms; 
and almost every agency they Use rests upon treaties and identical laws 
independently passed. 

757. The term for which the Delegations are elected is one year. They 
* are called together by the monarch annually, one year at Vienna, the next 
at Buda-I’est. 

75?. Tn the selection of members of the Delegations the Austrian crown 
lands (the provinces once separate or independent) are entitled to repre¬ 
sentation. as is also favored Croatia-Klavonia on the Hungarian side. 

759. When the two Delegations meet in joint session, the number of 
members present from eaeli must be equal to the number of those present 
from the other, any numerical inequality being corrected by lot. 

700. Citizenship. —There is no common citizenship for the 
two kingdoms; but.in all business relationships the citizens of 
each state are regarded as citizens of the other. 

701. The Government of Austria: the Executive. *—The gov¬ 
erning 1 power rests in Austria with the Emperor/ The Emperors 
of the present day may by no means venture upon the centraliza¬ 
tion of authority attempted and in part effected by Maria Theresa 
and Joseph II.; but Austrian constitutional law does not assign 
duties to the head of the state: it assigns functions to the minis¬ 
ters and grants privileges to the representative bodies. All 
powers not explicitly so conferred remain with the Emperor. 
He directs all the administrative activities of tha State; he ap¬ 
points the life members of the upper house of the Reicharath; and, 
through liis ministers, he in large measure controls legislation. 
But he must act in administration through *the ministers and in 
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legislation through the parliament. The countersignatures of 
the ministers have been, by statute, made necessary for the 
validity of his decrees; and the consent of the Jiek-hsmfh is in¬ 
dispensable to the determination of the policy ;v>*l content of all 
legislation. Hie only judicial prerogative that remains with 
him ;» the power of nardon. On all sides his power is circum¬ 
scribed by the legallynecessary cooperation of other regularly con¬ 
stituted authorities. 

• • 

7G2. The Ministry, which consists nf a Minister-President and 
seven heads of departments, acts as the Emperor’s council. bu f 
it does not constitute a board whose majorijj, vote decides admin¬ 
istrative questions. Action is taken, rather, in each department 
upon the individual responsibility of the minister at its bead. 
The ministers have a threefold office: they are the Emperor’s 
councillors, they execute his commands, and they arc the re¬ 
sponsible administrators of special branches of the public servicf. 
They act for the Emperor also in introducing measures in the 
Jiek'hmith. They must attend both Houses to defend the policy 
of the executive and to answer ‘interpellations.’ 

763. There are eight executive departments: Interior. National Defence, 
Religion and Education, Trade, Agriculture. Finance, Justice, and Rail¬ 
ways. The Ministoj-President often holds no portlolio, and constitutes 
a ninth minister. 

764. Legislation: the National and Provincial Legislatures. 

In all legislation of whatever kind the cooperation oi the repre¬ 
sentative., if the people is necessary; but not all of this coopera¬ 
tive privilege belongs to the Itvirhxntth. the national legislative 
body. Vobperation in the greater matters of legislation is ex¬ 
pressly given by law to the /{eirJisnt/’t, but all legislative powers 
not expressly granted to it belong to the sphere of the Landtags 
of the seventeen provinces (kingdoms, grand-duchies, arch¬ 
duchies, duchies, and counties), of which the conglomerate realm 
is made up. 

765. The itpichsrath. The lii'ichttralh consists of a House of 
Lords ( riemnhaus ) and a House of Representatives (Abgeord- 
netenhaus). To the House of Lords come princes of the blood 
royal who have reached their majority, the archbishops and cer" 
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tain bishops, nobles of high rank who have acquired hereditary 
seats in the chamber, and such life members as the Emperor 
chooses to appoint in recognition of special services to the state, 
to the church, \i science, or to art. To the other House come 
representatives chosen by five classes of voters: the great land- 
owners, the cities and marts, chambers of trade and commerce, 
the rural communes, and a fifth general class which “ includes 
substantially all men not in domestic service.” 1 The term of 
the lower house is six years. 

766. The presenfcnumber of members in the House of Representatives 
is four hundred and b --enty-five. Representation is apportioned among 
the several lands which form the Austrian domain; and in Dalmatia the 
greater taxpayers, instead of the greater landowners, are represented. In 
the class of landowners women and corporations may vote. The franchise 
—which is partly direct, partly indirect — is made to rest throughout all 
the classes of voters, except the fifth, in one way or another either upon 
•property or taxation. 

767. The assent of the chambers is required not only in legis¬ 
lation but also for the validity of treaties which affect the trade 
of the country, which lay economic burdens upon the state, which 
affect its legal constitution, or which concern an alienation or 
extension of territory. The powers of the two Houses are the 
same, except that financial measures and bills which affect re¬ 
cruitment for the army must originate in the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

768. It is the general rule that the assent of both Houses is necessary 
to every resolution or action of the lieichsrath; but an inteseating excep¬ 
tion is to be noted. If a disagreement arise between the chambers upon a 
question of finance or of military recruitment, the lowest ligurewor num¬ 
bers are to be considered adopted. 

769. The Emperor napes not only the life members but also 
the president and vice-president of the House of Lords. He 
calls and opens the sessions of the lieichsrath, .and may close, 
adjourn, or dissolve* it. 

770. It is within the prerogative of the Emperor, acting with the advice 
of his ministers, to enact any laws which may seem to be immediately 
necessary during a recess of the Seichsrath, provided they be not financial 

! I Lowell, Governments and Parties in Continental Europe, Tl., 88. 
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laws, or laws which in any way permanently encumber the state. But 
such laws must be submitted to the lieichsrath within four weeks after 
its next assembling (going first to the House of Representatives), and 
altogether lapse unless submitted to the Iteichsrath within that time, and 
sanctioned by it. (Compare secs. 7W1-798.) 

771. Ministerial Responsibility. — In theory, the ministers are re¬ 
sponsible to the Houses, and must resign if defeated ; but the theory finds 
no realization in practice. Race lines determine party lines in the Houses, 
and even membere of the same race do not keep steadily together in 
purpose or policy ; so that there are no governing parties, and no majori¬ 
ties that can be reckoned beforehand. The Emperor may placate now 
this group, and again the other, and so keeps Its own ministers and 
pursues his own policy as he can. 

772. The Landtags. —The greater political divisions of Austria retain 
their own Landtags, or local legislatures, and to these belong considerable 
legislative powers. The Emperor naules the chairmen of the Landtags 
and their substitutes ; he calls, opens, and may close, adjourn, or dissolve 
the Landtags; and his assent is necessary to all their acts. But their 
consent is necessary to almost all laws which affect the provinces whfch 
they represent, and their privileges constitute an important part of the 
total of legislative power which rests with the representatives of the people. 
The provinces have also extensive rights of self-administration. 

773. Local Government. — The Landtags are of course the most 
conspicuous organs of self-government. Each Landtag consists 
of a single chamber and represents the same classes of voters 
that send members to the national lieichsrath (sec. 705),—with 
the addition of another,* an official class. The administrative 
organ of the province is a provincial committee, as in France 
(see. 453). The central government is represented in the exer¬ 
cise of its many.local powers by a Statthalter or Landes president, 
whose powers are very extensive. Within the province there 
*are, in some parts of the country, districts or circles, which are 
areas of financial administration; aw} throughout the country 
the smallest areas of local government are the Communes, local 
bodies which, acting w'ithin the commission of general statutes, 
exercise considerable powers of self-directiontlirough a communal 
committee and a communal president chosen, together with a 
certain number of assistants, by the committee. 

774. The Communes are organs of the provinces, and their presidents 
to a certain extent seVve the general state administration. 
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7T5. The Government of Hungary: the Executive. —The king 

bears substantially the same relations to the other powers of the 
state in Hungary that lie bears in Austria. The directing head 
of the state, licVyet must net in all administrative matters through 
the ministers, and in all legislative matters through the national 
chamber. Even his treaty-making power is limited as regards 
Hungary in the same way that it is limited as regards Austria 
(sec. 7(37). 

770. The Hungarian Ministry consists of a Minister-President and, if 
lit' hold no portfoli'V of nine other ministers: a minister attendant, upon 
the king, a minister it.- the Interior, a minister of Finance, a minister of 
Industry ami Commerce, a minister of Agriculture, a minister of Justice, 
a minister of Religion and Education, a minister of National Defence, and 
a special minister fur Croatia-Slavonia. 

777. The ministers attend the sittings of the chambers and 
play there the same part that the Austrian ministers play in the 
Retelixrath (see. 7(3-). The Hungarian ministers are, however, 
subjeet to a real responsibility to the'parliament of the kingdom. 
The Magyars maintain a veritable majority in the Hungarian 
Houses, and they know their own minds and the right methods 
of party discipline, besides. They have, been statesmen and 
rulers time out of mind, and the king's ministers in Hungary 
obey and represent the majority in parliament, resigning as of 
course when defeated. 

778. The Diet.—"The Diet ( OmAfjijyiijh), the national repre¬ 
sentative body, consists of a Table of Magnates and a Table of 
Representatives. To the former go all hereditary peffrs who pay 
an anntial land tax of three thousand florins, the' highest pttieials 
of the Roman Catholic and Greek churches, certain ecclesiastical 
and lay representatives of the Protestant churches, eighty-four 
life peers appointed by tlft> king, certain members ex officio, three 
delegates from Croatia-Slavonia, and those royal archdukes who 
have reached their majority and who own landedVstates in Hun¬ 
gary. The Table of Representatives consists of four hundred 
and fifty-three members elected by direct vote for*a*term of five 
years. The membership of the House for ordinary business, 
however, is only four hundred- and thirteen. The forty addi¬ 
tional members represent Croatia-Slavonia*; and, inasmuch as 
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that great province lias an almost independent legislature of its 
o'vu, its members in the national House vote only upon questions 
of national action which allcet their own province. These sub¬ 
jects are understood to he, the army, trade, aiul finance. As 
must always happen where there is real ministerial responsi¬ 
bility, the lower IIou«e is the governing House. The Magnates 
\ield, in the long rub, every point upon which the purpose of 
tiie^ltepreseutatives is definitely fixed. 

"79. The franchise rests upon the payim i ' of a small amount of taxes 
on land or on income. Members of certain leayied and professional 
classes, however, possess the franchise without, y^iy property qualifies! on. 

780. The president and vice-president of the upper House are nominated 
by the king. 

781. As in the ease ot the Austrian representative Ik idles, so also in the 
case of tlie Hungarian, the king oomcnes and opens, and may close, 
adjourn, or dissolve them. 

782. Local Government. —For purposes of local governmedt 
Hungary is divided into shires, self-administered cities, and Com¬ 
munes. The organization is throughout substantially the same. 
In each area,—the Commune excepted,—there is a president 
who represents the central government; in each, without excep¬ 
tion, there is an administrative committee which is the executive 
representative of the local body and an assembly, in part repre¬ 
sentative and in part primary (inasmuch as those who are most 
highly taxed are entitled to be pi-sent), with which rests the 
general direction of affairs. 

783. Caoatia-Slavonia. — There, is not in Hungary the provincial 
organization which we have seen to exist in Austria (sees. 772, 7,3). 
Croatfa-Slavonia is the only constituent part of the Hungarian lands 
which has its own separate LnniUtuj. The organization of this territory 
is in all respects exceptional. It has been given legal risrhts which cannot 
be taken away from it without its own tVmscnt ; and it has a distinct 
administration responsible to the. king and to its own Lundtay. It is 
nevertheless, an integral part of flic Hungarian monarchy. 


fvWF.DEX-NoRWAY. 

784. The Danes. — The, territ ory of the three northern king¬ 
doms of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway very early became a 
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home of the Teutonic peoples, a nursery of Teutonic strength, a 
peculiar possession of Teutonic institutions. It was from this 
northern land that the fierce ‘Northmen’ issued forth to win 
dominions in prance, in Russia, and in Sicily; from it, too, came 
the Dane to lay his strong hand upon England. Its roving giants 
kept the world in terror of piracy and invasion for centuries 
together. 

785. Early Institutions of Sweden and Norway. — The institu¬ 
tions of these strenuous northern folk were of the usual Germanic 
sort. Sweden and Norway were at first, like all the German 
countries, divided igto a few score loosely confederated parts 
held together by no complete national organization or common 
authority. By degrees, however, the usual slow and changeful 
methods of consolidation wrought out of the general mass of 
petty political particles the two kingdoms of Sweden and Nor¬ 
way. In each a dominant family had worked its way to recog¬ 
nized supremacy and a throne. As in other Germanic countries 
of the early time, so in these, the throne was elective; but, as 
elsewhere, so also here, the choice always fell upon a member of 
the dominant family, and the kingly house managed most of the 
time to keep together a tolerably compacted power. 

786. Union of Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. — Once and 
again intermarriage or intrigue united Sweden and Norway under 
the same monarch; once and again, too, Danish power was felt 
in the Scandinavian peninsula, and the house of Denmark ob¬ 
tained a share in the distribution of authority. Finally, in 1397, 
a joint council of deputies from the three kingdoms *met at Kal¬ 
mar, in Sweden, and effected the Kalmarian Union. This union 
resulted directly from the marriage of Hakon VI., joint king 
of Sweden and Norway, with Margaret, daughter of Valdemar of 
Denmark; the Council *f Kalmar only put it upon a basis of 
clear understanding. It was agreed that the three kingdoms 
shoulc} acknowledge a common monarch; that, in default of heirs 
of the house then on the throne, the three kingdoms should elect 
their common monarch, by such methods of agreement as they 
might be able to devise; but that, whether under elected or under 
hereditary monarch, each kingdpm should retain its own laws and 
institutions- 
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787. The Independence of Sweden. —For Norway this union 
with Denmark proved of long standing. Not until 1814 was it 
finally severed. Upon Sweden, however, Denmark maintained 
a very precarious and uncertain hold, now ruli/ig her, again 
thrust out, and favored the while only by her own power and 
by the sleepless jealousies of the patriotic but selfish and sus¬ 
picious Swedish nobles. At length, in 1523, Sweden was able to 
break finally away from the union. Her deliverer was Gustaf 
Eriksson, better known as Gustavus Vasa, who by force of a sin¬ 
gular genius for leadership and war first drove the Dane out and 
then established the royal line which was give to Europe the 
great Gustaf Adolf, the heroic figure of the Thirty Years’ War. 
Gustaf Eriksson reigned for thirty-seven years (1523-1560), and 
with him the true national history of Sweden may be said to have 
begun. The house which he founded remained upon the throne 
of Sweden until 1818, and under the long line of sovereigns 
which he inaugurated the Swedish constitution was worked out 
through a most remarkable series of swings back and forth be¬ 
tween the supremacy of the monarch and the supremacy of the 
royal council. According as the personal weight of the king 
was great or small did the royal power wax or wane. 

788. Oscillating Development of the Swedish Constitution. — 
The old constitution of Sweden associated with the king a power¬ 
ful council of nobles and assembly of Estates. In the latter, 
the Riksdag, four orders liad acquired represefltation, the nobles, 
the clergy, the burghers, and the peasants. For two hundred 
years the constitutional history of Sweden is little more than a 
changeful and perplexing picture of the ascendency now of the 
king, now of the Council or of the Riksdag , and again of the 
king, or of the Council and Riksdag combined. With Gustaf 
Adolf (1611-1632) originated the clumsy*plan, retained until the 
present century, ^according to which each of the orders repre¬ 
sented in the Riksdag acted separately in tlw consideration of 
national affairs, to the fostering of dissension among them. By 
dint of the masterful policy of Karl XI. (1672-1697), the power 
of the Crown was made absolute, the Council eclipsed. Karl XII., 
a great soldier, wasted the resources of the country and thereby 
prepared the way for a decline of the royal power. 1720 saw- a 
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new constitution adopted which gave almost entire cohtrol 01 
affairs to the Council and to a committee of one hundred drawn 
from the three first Estates of the Riksdag; and 1734 brought 
forth a new ipde of laws. Gustaf III., however (1771-1792), 
again reduced the Council from its high estate, and left to the 
Riksdag nothing but a right to vote against an offensive war. 
And so the constitution swung backward and forward until the 
present century. 

789. Bernadotte and the Accession of Norway. — The great 
change which uskered in the present regime in Sweden came in 
1814. During the alliance between Napoleon and the Czar fol¬ 
lowing the 1‘eace of Tilsit, Sweden had been defeated by Russia 
and had lost Finland. Consequent dissatisfaction among the 
Swedish nobility led to an alteration in the Swedish constitution 
in the direction of aristocratic government and the abdication of 
the king, Gustaf IV. Adolf. IIis uncle and successor, Karl XIII., 
having no issue, the succession was eventually offered, at the 
instance of the Swedish aristocracy, to Marshal Kernadottc, who 
accepted, contrary to the wish of Napoleon, and was elected crown 
prince under the name of Karl Johan. The advanced age of the 
reigning king soon threw the actual government into his hands, 
and in 1812 he joined the coalition against. Ij-'apoleon on condition 
that Norway betaken from Denmark, and handed over to Sweden. 
In January, 1814, Karl Johan accomplished the transfer by forcing 
the Danish king to agree, to the Treaty of Kiel. This transaction 
was later ratified by the Allies at the < 'engross of Vienna, but not 
by the people in Norway itself, who refused to submit, and de¬ 
claring themselves an independent nation, proceeded to,draw up 
a constitution aud elect a king of their own. They chose 1‘riiif'e 
Christian Frederik, who had been the Danish king's viceroy in Nor¬ 
way. At first he had been inclined to set himself up as absolute 
ruler, but was persuaded to call a national assembly anil await their 
decision. The assembly met at Eidsvold, and on May 17, 1814, 
elected Christian Frederik and adopted a national constitution. 

790. Norway’s Fight for Independence and he# New Constitu¬ 
tion. — The new constitution naturally spoke a strong reassertion 
of national privileges and institutions. It was not only decidedly 
democratic, it was also not a little doctrinaire and visionary. 
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Its frame; s embodied in the new fundamental law constitutional 
arrangements which they had taken from France, England, and 
the United States, and some of them naturally found no suitable 
soil of Norwegian habit in which to grow. 

I 

701. This was partly due to Norway’s peculiar history. The onion be¬ 
tween Norway and Denmark accomplished at Kalmar had resulted in 
the absolute power within his Norwegian domain of the common king. 
Allying himself with the citizen class in the national assembly, the king 
had been able to crush the nobles, arid eventually to destroy all constitu¬ 
tional liberties. This he had been the more readily able to do because the 
Norwegian throne had early become hereditary and In Norway the noble* 
had tints been robbed of that sovereign influeiict^thieli, under the elective 
system of Denmark and Sweden, they had long contrived to retaiu. Not¬ 
withstanding the untried provisions embodies! in the, fundamental law as a 
result of this absence of precedent, the new constitution gave Norway a 
valuable impulse towards regulated political liberty; and, if not carried 
out at all points, was afterwards in great measure attained. 

* 

792. These new arrangements were made, of course, in total 
disregard of the claim to Norway made by Karl Johan by virtue 
of the Treaty of Kiel. Commissioners of the allied powers to 
whom Karl Julian had appealed, ordered the Norwegian king to 
abdicate, which he declared himself willing to do, but imposed 
other conditions which the people refused to accept. Nothing 
now remained but war. However, after a few days of actual 
lighting negotiations were entered into which resulted on -August 
11, 1814, in an armistice known as the Convention of Moss. 
Norway was to retain her separate nationality and her consti¬ 
tution, 1 ,.t Christian l’tvderik must abdicate, and be succeeded by 
the common kin^ of Sweden-Norway. These terms were ^finally 
accepter! by both parties,and on Novcmlx r4. the Storthing formally 
adopted the constitution of May 17 with some alterations, choosing 
Karl XIII. kingof Norway. On November 10, Karl Johan, as re¬ 
gent, took the oiith to observe a constitution which opens with the 
words: “The Kingdom of Norway is a fre^, independent, indi¬ 
visible, and inalienable state." On August 5, 1815, the Storthing 
made the Act »if Union a*part, nf the fundamental law of Norway, 
and the union between the two kingdoms was complete. 

793. The Fundamental Laws, r— The fundamental law of the 
dual monarchy thus? created consisted of three parts: (a) the 
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separate constitutional Jaws of Sweden, (It) the separata const it 
tioiutl laws ut Norway, ami (c) the Ijujwriai Rik+Akt of August, 
lSlo, which bound the two countries together under a comm,,,, 
sovereign. This last was. so far as Sweden was conceived, a m. re 
treaty, having never passed the Jitksduy as a constituent law ot 
the kingdom; but for Norway it was an integral part of her law, 
having been formally adopted as such by thf Storthuuj. 

7S4. (a) The fundamental laws of Sweden have never been embodied 
in any single written constitution, but consist of various laws regulative of 
tlie succession to tl^‘ throne passed in the period of dynastic change ( 1809 - 
1810); of certain grca^enacUucnts of February, 1810, concerning the four 
Estates in the IUkmlng and the order of legislative business; of the enact¬ 
ments of June. 1800. abolishing the fourfold constitution of the Riksdag, • 
and substituting two popular houses ; of the laws guaranteeing freedom of 
the press, of 1810, and 1812 ; and of the recent suffrage laws. Taken to¬ 
gether, these constitute a body of fundamental provisions slowly built up 
.upon the somewhat inconstant bases of Swedish constitutional precedent. 

705. (b) The constitutional laws of Norway are, from the nature of the 
case, very much more simple. They consist, of the constitution framed 
by the Norwegians at Kidsvold, and formally reenacted on November •}, 
1814 ; to which was added, during the continuance! of the union, the ('(in¬ 
vention of Moss, drawn up in August, 1814, and confirmed by Norway in 
November of the same year, together with tire imperial Riks-Akl, or Act 
of Union, of August. 1815. 

79G. The Common Government : the King. — What bound Nor¬ 
way and Sweden together was the authority of their common 
king; but they werenn effect separate kipgdoms, and this author¬ 
ity had one character respecting Sweden and quite another respect¬ 
ing Norway. The fundamental laws of each kingdom'constituted 
it a linfited monarchy, but only in Norway did it seem to^be the 
chief object of constitutional provision to limit royal power. • 

797. Those features of the kingship which were under the union common 
to Sweden and Norway, as well as those which were distinct, can be seen 
by a comparison of the present provisions of the constitutions of Sweden and 
of Nqrway concerning the kingship. No material changes in these pro¬ 
visions have been made in either country by the separation, except in so 
far as the Reparation itself made, them necessary. . 

798. The union of Sweden and Norway as here pictured seems 
to be a mere personal union, twci nations whose only bond is their 
common king. In most matters this was practically the case, 
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but in certain important matters o£ common interest, especially 
the conduct of foreign affairs, joint action was necessary for 
which machinery had to be provided in common. 

799. The Joint Councils. — The place of a eo%;non ministry to 
advise the king tonching questions which affected the interests of 
both kingdoms was taken in Sweden-Norway by a complicated 
system of Joint Councils of State. Whenever any matters were 
to be considered in the Swedish Council of State at Stockholm 
which concerned Norway also, the Norwegian minister resident 
and the, two Norwegian councillors who regularly attended the 
king must be called in; and whenever practicable the opinion of 
the whole Norwegian Administration had to be sought and ob¬ 
tained. Whenever, rii the other hand, matters which directly 
affected Sweden were under debate in the Norwegian Council of 
Stale at Christiania, that Council must likewise he reenforced by 
the presence of three Swedish ministers. There was thus upon 
occasion both a Swedish-Norwegian and a Norwegian-Swedish 
Joint Council of State; ami not a little doubt existed among pub¬ 
licists in the two kingdoms as to what particular matters were 
proper to the consideration of one and what to the consideration 
of the other of these anomalous bodies. The. whereabouts of the 
king, however, served as a rough criterion as to the predominance 
of Sweden or of Norway in these. Councils. 

8 <X>. The sphere of these Councils v/.ts unite extended. It included tiie 
consideration of question:*of war and peace, the oversight and the costs of 
the diplomatic service, inter-territorial relations, the balance of financial 
accounts between the two countries, and all reciprocal affairs in which 
the intricate cooperation of the two kingdoms was necessary. * 

8 t)f. Foreign and Common Affairs. — Almost the only common affairs 
of tins two kingdoms which were matters, not of agreement between them, 
but of sovereign action on the part of tlje king acting for both, were 
those affairs which affected the relations of Norway and Sweden with 
foreign countries. In this field of foreign affairs the king had power to 
declare war and conclude peace, to form or d^solve alliances* to use 
shifts of war or troops, to send or recall ambassadors, — had. in brief, 
all the prorttjjatives of scXvercignty. His power to act thus for both king¬ 
doms did not, liowever, merge Sweden and Norway as regattls inter¬ 
national relations : they retained their separateness and individuality 
in the family of nations; ami fhey might, and often did, conclude 
treaties affecting one, of his kingdoms only. Peace and war were, 
inevitably, however, common to both kingdoms. 
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802. The king was assisted in these functions by no common 
minister of foreign affairs; he acted through the Swedish minis¬ 
ter, Norway having no minister of foreign affairs. Certain other 
ministers of st^ite must be present, however, when the Swedish 
foreign minister placed diplomatic affairs before the king; and 
when such matters directly affected Norway^ a Norwegian minister 
of state must be present. Norwegians saw grounds for serious ob¬ 
jection to the constitutional arrangements existing between "the 
two countries in their too slight hold upon the conduct of foreign 
affairs. The consular question was one of especial difficulty. The 
Act of Union was silet t on that subject, and it was the friction due 
to the operation of a single system for both countries, heightened 
by the difference of economic conditions in Sweden and Norway, 
which occasioned the final breach between the two nations. 

SOM. War. — If in the exercise of his great international func¬ 
tions, the question of war were to arise, the king must take the 
opinion of a joint Council of the two kingdoms (see. 70'.)). but lie 
was not legally bound by its opinions. Tie must himself assume 
the full responsibility of deeiding the question. 

804. Concurrent Legislation. — Such matters of common in¬ 
terest to the countries, as lay outside the prerogatives of the 
common king, were regulated by eoncurrept identical resolu¬ 
tions or laws passed by the A’/'A'm/o;/ and the Stnrtltimj severally. 
Important examples of such concurrent, laws are those affecting 
the money systems •of the' two countries, and those concerning 
the Lapps. The money systems of the two countries were 
not the same; but a regulated system of exchange existed. 

• 

W>. Legislative Control of Foreign Relations. — Tim lcing’ln every 
exercise of hi- royal powers was restricted by the limits of the fundamental 
law. He could not oilir into an agreement with any foreign country 
which was not conm-tent with the. constitution of his kingdom ; lie might 
not conclusively pledge the legislatures of his kingdom to any action or 
to any expenditure of money ; and he was in a large lhensure dependent, 
upon their cooperation for the execution of treaties. Hut these are the 
familiar limitations of modern representative (government, . 

806. Citizenship. — There was no common citizenship under the 
union, although the Swedes were allowed by Norwegian law to 
acquire citizenship in Norway by mere residence. Certain reci]>- 
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roeal advantages were, however, accorded : citizens of either coun- 
t i v niiglit, for instance, own land in the other. Legal banishment 
from one It ingdom was banishment from the other. 

807. Contrast between Sweden and Norway. — The Separation. 

— Along with these evidences of union, there luty long existed, 
however, tendencies of a directly opposite nature. Some were 
line to defects in the 'ymstitution, others were the result of polit¬ 
ical, economic, and social differences far deeper rooted. As 
examples of the first, Swedes considered that the union was built 
mainly upon the Treaty of Kiel: Norwegians regarded that 
document as made null and void by the, subsequent Convention 
of M i>ss. In 1Ng9, troops were even sent t#Norway to disperse 
•Norwegian students who were ce!ebr. ting the anniversary of 
liie adoption of the Norwegian <’ nstitution instead of the 
Act of Union. In Sweden likewise, the Riln-.ikt was looked 
inon in 1 ho light of a mere treaty: in Norway it was 
considered a part of the fundamental law, to be interpreted 
and enforced as such. To Norwegians, the Swedish inter¬ 
pretation of the document was an evidence of bad faith 
and of a determination to observe it only so long as it 
was Sweden's advantage to do so. The omissions and ambigui¬ 
ties of tin* common constitution placed upon the king the delicate 
and dangerous task <»f a perpetual arbitrator. 1 

80S. These duties were multiplied tenfold by the divergence 
of the two niflions polity-ally. Norway had become the most 
democratic country in Furopo : Sweden remained one of the most 
aristocratic. Kconoinic. conditions in the two countries were, 
if possible, more .diverse still. Norway's mercantile marine was 
perhaps*!lie fourth largest, in Furope, and her people were mainly 
sailors and tislu rnien. Her poliev was therefore, naturally, one 
of free trade. Sweden, o.i the oilier hand, was insignificant on 
the sea compared with Norway except, in vessels of war, her 
wealth consisted to a large extent in mines and manufactures, 
and she was developing a system of protection. 

809. The balancing of.intercsts so antagonistic may well seem 
a task too great for any ruler, no matter how impartial and adroit. 
With occasional exceptions, the house of Ponte Curve, during the 
1 Hem* WiniUriii, in Annul’ * ’1<* iSf'iV/nv# FoUliqitrn, 1S*00, p. ,>3. 
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years of the union, succeeded remarkably well, under circum¬ 
stances of infinite difficulty. But in time the political advance¬ 
ment of Norway began to influence her sister nation. In 1866 
Sweden dropped her clumsy machinery of a Riksdag of four 
Estates. Doubtless the standing example of Norway’s more simple 
and liberal constitution had much to do with this. It is unques¬ 
tionable that the democratic ideas embodied in the fundamental 
law of the Norwegian kingdom have worked as a powerful leaven 
in Swedish politics. Slowly but surely the two countries 'have 
drawn towards each other in institutional development. 

S10. But, paradoxical as it seems, the closer together the na¬ 
tions drew in their Institutions, the more precarious grew their 
union. In 1SS5 Sweden took an important step in its constitu-. 
tional advance, but one which really sounded the death knell of 
the union of the two independent states under a common king: 
the minister of foreign affairs was made responsible to the parlia¬ 
ment at Stockholm. It had been difficult but possible for a single 
minister to act for both countries when he took his orders from 
the common king of both countries: when he must ol>ey the 
representatives of one country alone, the situation became impos¬ 
sible. Trouble broke out almost immediately over the question 
of consuls, a question naturally important for a commercial couutry 
like Norway (sec. 802) which demanded separate consuls of her 
own. Many attempts wen; made to reach a settlement; but 
without result, for what advantage could Norway gain by having 
her own consuls if they must be undos the control of a minis¬ 
ter responsible to the Swedish Riksdag ? The Swedes, however, 
insisted that on account of the greater size, wealth, and impor¬ 
tance Sf Sweden, he must be thus responsible. The. final break 
occurred in 1005. Norway declared the union at an end. Swedeft 
seemed disposed to resist, by foree of arms, lmt King Oscar de¬ 
clared that he could not comjiel Norway to remain in the union 
against her will, and the Swedish Riksdag reluctantly resolved to 
conseift to the severance of the union if the people of Norway de¬ 
manded it by a plebiscite, and upon condition of the settlement of 
certain points of difference between the countries 'by means of a 
conference. The conference resulted in a series of conventions 
covering the points of difference, and on October 26,190.", King 
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Oscar acknowledged Norway as a separate and independent nation. 
OR November 18, Prince Charles of Denmark, after a plebiscite 
which resulted in his favor, was chosen king of Norway by the 
Storthing , and on the 27th he took the oath to uphold the consti¬ 
tution, as lltikon YII. One of the conventions agreed to between 
the two nations as a condition of separation was a provision .sub¬ 
mitting future ques'.ms of dispute to the Hague Peace Confer¬ 
ence. Jn November, l!)<)7, a treaty was signed by which the 
independence and territorial integrity of Norway were guaranteed 
by Germany, France, Great Britain, N may, and lluasia. 

811. The Government of Sweden: the King! — In Sweden the 
royal majority is fixed at. eighteen years. Women are excluded 
from the succession. The king must, be of the Lutheran faith. 
He lakes the throne under oath to obey the constitution and laws 
of the kingdom, and he must temporarily lay down the governing 
power when sick or out of the country. The kingship is heredi¬ 
tary, but iu the ease of the extinction of the male line of the 
reigning house the Riksdag is empowered to choose a new royal 
house, “always maintaining the Constitution.'’ 

812. The Swedish Executive : the King and Council. — Sweden’s 
theoretical development in the held of constitutional law has been 
less complete than her practical development. Her fundamental 
law recognizes only ta twofold division of governmental powers, 
into Executive and Legislative. Judicial power is supposed to 
reside in the king, and ii in lluviy indistinguishable from the 
Executive power. In practice, however, though the king nomi¬ 
nates tin* judges, they are quite as independent of him as they 
would Ih? were Swedish theory upon this head more advanced. 

Sid. •The position and character of the Swedish Executive are 
*n some respects peculiar. The lung is charged to a quite ex¬ 
traordinary extent not only with the general oversight but also 
with the detail of administration: the ministers are not so much 
directing lmads.of departments as councillors of state assigned 
the duty of advising the monarch. They hav’e seats in the Riks¬ 
dag with a ful] voice in all its debates and the right, exercised in 
the name of the king, to initiate legislation. This connection 
with the legislature involves also, as a consequence, frequent res¬ 
ignations of the ministers in eases of unalterable disagreement. 
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between themselves and one or both of the chambers; bdt ministe¬ 
rial responsibility is not as yet a recognized principle of the consti¬ 
tution ; the full equality of the two chambers stands in the way of 
its development,as well as the authority of the king. Thelninislers 
serve too many blasters to be altogether responsible to any one of 
them. In respect of her Executive, therefore, Sweden may be said 
to stand midway between England and France, where ministers are 
wholly responsible to one house of the legislature, and Germany, 
where the ministers are responsible to the sovereign alone. 


814. Tin* executive departments tu Sweden are the following right: 
Foreign Affairs, Justice, War, Marine, Interior. Agriculture., Finance, 
Public Worship and K'uicatmn. At the head of the Council of State 
(the collective ministry l stands a prime minister who is not generally 
assigned any specific duties. J’he division of business among the de¬ 
partments re-ts entirely with the king. Although the king governs, 
however, so far as one man may, every decree which he issues must be 
countersigned by the head of the department, whose affairs it concerns. 


815. Legislation. — Moth the active and the obstructive powers 
of the king in legislation are considerable. It rests with him ex¬ 
clusively, after consulting the Council of State, to formulate what 
are there denominated ‘economic laws’: Administrative laws, 
namely, regulative of trades, commerce and manufacture, and of 
mines and forests, lie is. moreover, the sole author of police regu¬ 
lations. and of laws controlling vagrancy; he has power to make 
rules concerning ordinances touching sanitary precautions and pro¬ 
tection against tire. »Ys regurds all other'laws, he must act jointly 
with the llikxilmt; though his veto is in every ease absolute. 


81R. The Jtiks'hir/ may, of course, adv ise the king concerning the eco- 
nomiewnd admiriistiativc legislation intrusted thus exclusively to him : hut. 
any action it may take has the force of advice merely. The only control 
it can exercise in sm h rases eomea to it through its money power: il may 
withhold the money recess,gy to the carrying out of administrative or 
economic ordinances determined upon by the king. 


817. The Riksdag. —The national JUkmlmj consists of two 
chambers. Neither, 1 *liowever, is a house of lords ; both chambers, 
on the contrary, are representative in their make-uy.. The upjier 
chamber consists of One hundred and fifty members chosen for a 
terra of six years by the representative bodies of the counties and 
the councils of the larger towns. These electoral bodies are iu 
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turn chosen by direct election, proportional representation being 
applied in the choice of both electors and representatives. No 
one is eligible to lie elected a member of the upper chamber unless 
he is over thirty-live years of age and has possessed for at least 
lliree years previous to the election real property of the taxable 
value of between tlo ■teen and fourteen thousand dollars, or an 
annual income ol about eight hundred. The lower house num- 
1 ter*two hundred and thirty members and is chosen for a term of 
three years by universal suffrage (since M)oy), every male Swede 
over twenty-four, except a few under legal disabilities, such as 
bankrupts, having the right to vote. 

SIS. The country is divided into lifty-~ix constituencies, each constitu¬ 
ency electing one member fur each two hundred ami thirtieth part of the 
whole population contained in it. The number of representatives to which 
each constituency n entitled is determined every three years. Tor the 
eliction of repo'sent.uives to the tipper house the country is divided i'Ci 
I.iui'lsthiiiij* or produced constituencies, twenty-live in number, in addi¬ 
tion to the tivc iiimocipal corporations of Stockholm, (loteboru. Maltmi, 
Norrkoping. ami tlalle. vvlio-e population is not represented in any of the 
provincial coii-tiliionoio*, The members of tin- up|ier house are not elected 
for a i»i»t term of si\ year-, but the constituencies are arranged in six 
groups, and an election occurs in only . me of these croup- each year. Tims 
the terms of the members of the chamber overlap each other, and the body 
is given a s .rt of ronfmmuis existence. 

S In. Joint Legislation upon Financial Questions. —It is a peculi¬ 
arity of Swedish constitutional ■irnumemcnt that, under some circum¬ 
stances. the two houses .nre fil'd. Leeislative business is under the 
general direction of a joint committee of the two chambers, and in rase of 
a differenef of opinion between the houses upon financial matters a de¬ 
cision is reached'"ill joint s. l. The houses meet ill joint sessuvn for no 
other purpose, hovvi v> r. 

KL'O. Local Government.— Local government rests in Sweden 
u]ion very ancient historienl foundations. The primitive Germau 
institutions of self-government have there never been entirely 
overlaid or lost. In the Gomniunes, the oldest and, so to say, 
most, natural areas of loeal administration, there is almost com¬ 
plete autoncmfY, the poojde themselves aetiijg, where the size of 
the community does not forbid, in primary assemblies, quite after 
the immemorial fashion. Tlie counties are more artificial con¬ 
structions of a later date and are presided over by officers ap- 
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pointed by the king; but in them also representatives play an 
important supervisory part. 

821. Changes in the Constitution. —Changes in tlya constitu-' 
tion can be qui^e easily effected. If proposed by one Riksdag and 
adopted by the next (after an election for the lower house), they 
become, with the royal assent, parts of the fundamental Law. 

822. The Government of Norway: the Norwegian Executive. 
—As might be expected, the laws concerning the kingship in 
Norway are not greatly different from those in Sweden. As in 
Sweden,the succession is in the male line only, and the king must 
be of the Lutheran f» : tli. The extent of the poire rs of the king, 
however, and his relations with the legislative assembly are vastly. 
different. The Norwegian ljing exercises his executive functions 
through a Council of State composed of one minister of state and 
at least seven councillors. On extraordinary occasions the king 
may call in others to assist, provided they are not members of 
the Storthing. The duties of this Council arc strictly advisory. 
The king must consult them, but treed not, follow their advice. 
The decision is his in any case, but all his orders other than mili¬ 
tary must be countersigned by the minister, and for any act of the 
king each member of the Council may' be held responsible unless 
he protested against it in Council and lia<J his protest entered 
upon the Council’s minutes. 

823. In addition to tlieir advisory functions the councillors are, of 
course, also heads of*adminfstrative departments. The division of busi¬ 
ness among the several departments rests with the king. 

824. The minister and Council of State may (sihce 1884) be 
present at the public sessions of tlie Storthing anti take pajt in the 
debates, but cannot vote. This change was of great consequent'*, 
and was not brought about without a long struggle with the king 
(sec. 820). In effect it iiltroduced parliamentary government into 
Norway. Though there have been exceptions, it is not too much 
to say*that since thpn the Council of State in Norway has become 
in practice responsible to the Storthing instead of to the king. 

825. Legislation. — In Norway, the Sing has ffo* independent 
legislative powers, except during the recesses of the Storthing. 
At such times he may issue certain police regulations and certain 
ordinances touching particular branches of industry, but these are 
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of force only until tlie Storthing comes together again. His veto 
on legislation is suspensive only. It may be exercised twice, but 
if a measure has been passed without change by three regular 
Storthings convened after three successive elections and separated 
from each other by at least two intervening regular sessions, then 
'uch a measure becomes law regardless of the king’s action. 

82(1. This naturally' renders the passage of hills over his negative a 
tedious and difficult undertaking, and usually, in case of an urgent dispo¬ 
sition on the part of the Storthing to have its own way, a compromise 
measure is finally adopted, often at the express suggestion of the king. 
In two notable instances, however, — the abolition ■fn 1821 of such noble 
titles as existed since the adoption of the democratic constitution of 1814, 
and the establishment of ministerial representation in the Storthing (1884), 

* —the veto was overridden, through tie- persistence of the Storthing, by 

means of the constitutional passage of flic measure proposed. 

827. The sessions of the Storthing are also practically beyond 
the king’s control. liegular sessions occur by mere operation of 
law and without, royal summons of any kind. The Storthing may 
remain in regular session as long as it considers proper, but not 
beyond two months without the king’s consent. His control over 
extraordinary sessions is greater. 

828. The Storthing. — The national Stnrih ing has a character and 
constitution peculiarly its own. Tt is, in fact, a single body, 
elected as a whole, hat. self-divided for ordinary legislative busi¬ 
ness into two sections, a Lugthing and an 0'h‘lsthing. Tt is chosen 
for a term of three years?nd consists of one hundred and twenty- 
three members, one-third of whom tire returned by the towns, 
two-thirds by the rural districts. Every Norwegian citizen of 
twenty-five years.of age, if he has resided in the country for five 
years, aftd is not under some legal disability, as, for example, in¬ 
solvency or conviction of a crime, is entitled to vote for represen¬ 
tatives in the Storthing. Since 1!)07 this has included women, 
provided they (or their husbands where the property is held in 
common) have pnid income tax on an anuual income of about one 
hundred dollars in the towns, or seventy-five dollars in the country'. 

Since 1905,the manner of voting in elections for the Storthing lias 
lieen direct. The country is divided into electioft districts, each district 
returning one member, who must, be thirty years of age or over, a resident 
in Norway of ten years’ standing, and a voter in the district which chooses 
him unless he has in the past been a member of the Council of State, in 
which case he may sit for any district. 
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829. Upon the assembling of a new Storthing one-fourth of its 
members are selected by the Storthing's own vote, to constitute 
the Lagthing; the remaining three-fourths constitute the Odels- 
thing; and with the Oddsthing remains the right to originate all 
measures of legislation. The Lagthing is thus, as it were, merely 
a committee of the Storthing set apart as a revisory body, a sort 
of upper cliamlier. It is only with regard to of dinary bills, however, 
that the Storthing acts in this way as two houses. Constitutional 
and financial questions it considers as a single body. In case the 
Ijogthing twice rejects any measure sent to it by the Odelsthing, 
the difference is decided in joint session by a two-tliirds vote. 

830. Local Government. — Local government in Norway does 
not rest upon the same undisturbed foundations of historical tra¬ 
dition as in Sweden. The laws which give to it its organization 
date from 1837. By these the country is divided into districts 
apd communes, in the government of both of which the people are 
represented, but in which officials appointed by the central Gov¬ 
ernment exercise considerable powers, of oversight and control. 

831. Changes of Constitution. — Constitutional amendment is 
effected in Norway substantially as in Sweden. Proposals of 
amendment must be introduced at the Jirst ordinary session of the 
Storthing held after an election, and must be finally acted upon, 
without alteration, during the first session of the next Storthing. 
The votes of two-thirds of the members present are required for the 
passage of such amendments, and the king’s veto operates as in 
other cases (sec. 825). 
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I. Central Government. 

832. Origin of the Constitution. — The history of government 
in England, as in Germany, begins with the primitive politics of 
the Teutonic races. Those great race movements of the fifth 
century which put the Frank into the Roman’s place in Gaul 
put the Angles and Saxons in the place of the Roman in Britain. 
The first Teutons who made a permanent settlement in Britain 
(a.d. 449) did not find the Roman there; the imperial legions 
had been withdrawn from the island almost forty years before 
(a.d. 410) to serve the Empire in her contest with invading 
hosts nearer home. But the new-comers ( from the lowlands 
about the Elbe and the Weser found there many splendid and 
impressive monuments of the civilization whicfy everywhere 
kept company with • Roma'h dominion. „ What effect these evi¬ 
dences of the displaced system of Rome may have had upon 
the rough seamen who made the new conquest, or lidw much of 
Roman‘influence may have remained with the people of Jiritain 
to be handed on, in faint reproduction, to future masters of thei 
island, it is impossible to say. Certainly, however, there was 
nothing of Rome’s handiwork in the forms of government which 
the Teutons established at the basis of English polities. Those 
forms were their own. They were reproductions, as nearly as the 
conditions of conquest would permit, of the institutions which 
the Romans had seen in use among their'redoubtable'foes beyond 
the Rhine before ever the Empire had suffered serious inroad. 

833. Primitive Teutonic Institations —These institutions had 
none of the national character which they were in the course of 
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time to acquire. They illustrated the well-known historical se¬ 
quence, in which local tribal government always precedes central 
national government. Men governed themselves as families and 
small communities before they were governed as nations. For 
the Germans of that early time the village was the centre of 
political life; national organization they at first scarcely knew 
except for purposes of war; kinship among them was honorary 
aud^typical rather than real. The freemen of each little com¬ 
munity in times of peace directed their own affairs with quite 
absolute freedom in village meeting. Even in J( war each freeman 
had a vote in the distribution of booty and could set his own im¬ 
perative individuality as a more or less effectual check upon the 
wilfulness of his commander (sees. 2S7-294). A very fierce 
democratic temper seems to have ruled in the politics of that 
rough primitive time. And it is not at all likely that this temper 
was a whit abated among the hardy pirates, as tempestuous as 
the northern waters which they braved, who founded new tribal 
kingdoms in Britain in the fifth century. 

834. Institutional Changes effected by Conquest. — Concerted, 
organized movements for conquest did the same thing for the 
Angles and Saxons that they did for the Franks (secs. 300, 301): 
they made real kingship necessary as an abiding basis for national 
organization. The military leader was of necessity constituted 
permanent king, the same cohesion being needed to follow up 
ami enjoy conquest that, uad been needed to effect it. But the 
new kingdoms were at lirst quite small, — small as the island 
was, it held many such, — and the internal organization of the 
tribes was probably not deeply affected by the fact that a„throne 
jjad been set up. The people gathered, as was their long-time 
wont, into more or less compact but always small communities, 
round about the homesteads and village*, the Romans had built; 
enjoying their lands according to some system of ownership 
which left the hliief pastures and the principal water supply 
open to use by all and reserved only the arable land to separate 
use by individuals. Justice and government still proceeded, as 
of old, at first hand, from the meeting of village freemen. 

835. The Hundred-moot and tfie Folk-moot — But there was, 
besides, a wider organization, possessing features which possibly 
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had not been quite so fully and symmetrically developed and 
integrated in earlier Germanic practice. Communities were com¬ 
bined into ‘hundreds/ and it was a combination of 'hundreds/ 
doubtless, that, constituted the little kingdoms of the first periods 
of Saxon dominion, — some of which at any rate became the 
‘shires’ or counties of the later times when all England was 
united under one rule. The ‘hundred/ like the smaller units of 
the system, the several villages or communities, had its ‘ moot ’ or 
meeting, composed of the priest, the reeve, and four men from 
each township within its limits. The principal functions of this 
hundred-moot were those of a court: for the hundred was dis¬ 
tinctively a judicial rather than an administrative district. Above 
the hundred-moot, at the top of the primitive system, was the 
general folk-moot, a general assembly of the freemen, playing 
the same part as tribal or national council that Tacitus had 
seen similar assemblies play in Germany in the first century. 

836. English Kingdom and English County. — When the Eng¬ 
lish kingdoms were many, each, probably, had its general council, 
which sat under the presidency of the king, and which advised 
with him concerning the common interests with some at least of 
the old authoritativeness which its conclusions had possessed be¬ 
fore the new kingship had been created. When England had 
been made a single kingdom, in the later days when the Norman 
conquest was drawing near, these divisions of the land, these 
kingdoms which had once had independent political life, sank to 
the role of counties, and their folk-iuoots, which had once been 
national assemblies, became mere shire-moots, mere cbunty courts, 
presided over by the sheriff as representative of the king, the 
bishop as representative of mother Church, and the ealdonnan as 
representative of the tribe, and composed of the landowners of 
the shire, the reeve, priGst, and four men from each township, 
twelve representatives from each hundred, and all officials. 

837. The Witenigemot. —National authority, meantime, had 
passed, so far as it had passed to any assembly, to an assembly of 
another kind, to a great council called tfle Witcnagemot, or Assem¬ 
bly of the Wise. We have no certain knowledge of the exact 
character of this famous national body; but we are probably 
warranted in concluding that it was formed more or less closely 
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upon the model of the assemblies which it had supplanted. The 
national councils of the smaller kingdoms of the earlier time, 
which had now shrunk into mere shire courts, handed on their 
functions of general counsel, and in theory also, it may be, their 
organization, to the Witena/jemot. 1’ossibly it was within the 
right of every freeman to attend and vote in this great meeting 
of the nation; but as a matter of fact, its membership was limited, 
apparently from the first, to the chief men of the shires and of 
the royal household. To it came the sheriffs, the ealdonnen, the 
bishops, and the chief officers and thegns about f the king’s person. 
When the king wished a veritable national council he would 
sometimes summon the moots of all the shires to meet him in 
’ grand My cel-gemot at some central point in the kingdom and de¬ 
clare their assent to his laws. This he did to spare himself the 
trouble of taking his laws to eacli shire moot in turn, as it had 
once been the king's custom to do. 

838. Powers of the Witenagemot. — The powers of the Witen- 

wjemot were very great indeed, — in theory always, perhaps at 
first in practice also. To it belonged the old popular prerogative 
of electing, or upon occasion deposing, the king. It gave or with¬ 
held its consent to grants of the public land. It was the supreme 
court of the. kingdom, for both civil and criminal cases. It 
shared with the king the lawmaking and appointing power, and 
joined him in the imposition of taxes. As the king grew in power 
and influence,’the cooperation of the* Witevmjemot in judgment 
and legislation became more and more a matter of form only ; 
but always there were two or three yearly meetings of the body, 
and its action, thtmgh in most things merely formal and perfunc¬ 
tory, was yet a necessary and, symbolicall} 7 , a valuable form, 
preserving, as it did, the memory, if no more, of the nation’s 
freedom. » 

839. The Norman Eeudalization —With the Norman conquest 
came profound changes in the government of Ijngland. Thp chief 
officers of the shire became royal officers merely, the ecclesiasti¬ 
cal authority being set apart to itself, and the ealdorman being 
shut out from all administrative functions.* The land William 
confiscated in vast quantities, in the ruthless thoroughness of his 
conquest, because of the stubborn resistance of its English own 
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ers, and granted away in new estates to Normans or to submis¬ 
sive Englishmen, to be held in feudal subjection to himself. 
The feudal system, so familiar to the historian of the Continent, 
with its separated baronial jurisdictions and its personal depend¬ 
encies of vassal upon lord and of lord upon overlord, was per¬ 
fected in England also. Township courts in most places gave 
way to baronial courts; hundred-moots lost their one-time impor¬ 
tance; and all judicial power that did not pass into the hands of 
feudal lords tended to pass to the court of the sheriff, the king's 
lieutenant in the shire. Still William kept the barons under; he 
did not suffer their power to become threatening to his own, but 
kept them always dependent upon himself for the continued exer¬ 
cise of their privileges. 

840. The Great Council of the Norman Kings. —More impor¬ 
tant still, he preserved, with modifications to suit his change of 
system, the national assembly of the Saxon polity. He claimed 
to come to the throne by natural right and legal succession, not 
by conquest, and he sought to continue, so far as might lie, the 
constitution under which he claimed succession. He sought, and 
obtained formal election to the throne, as nearly as possible in 
accordance with the ancient forms; and, his throne secure, he 
endeavored to rule within the sanction of ancient custom. He 
maintained the Witenwjemot. But its character greatly changed 
under his hands. Revolt hardened his rule, to the exclusion 
of the old national 'element from the central assembly of the 
realm. As the new organization of the country assumed a feu¬ 
dal character of the Norman type, that new character became 
mirrored in the composition of the royal council. The Mywl- 
(jemdt merged in the Great Council (magnum or commune con » 
cilium) of the king’s tenants-in-chief. To it came at first, besides 
the earls, the barons, an<T the knights, who either in fact or in 
feudal theory held their lands of the king, the archbishops also, 
the bishops, and tin abbots; subsequently, however, even these 
ecclesiastical members were admitted only as barons, as holding 
land of the king and so members of tHe feudal hierarchy. In 
theory, it would seem, every landowner was entitled to claim a 
seat in this Council; it was meant to hold the place of a national 
assembly which could speak for the governing classes; but in 
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fact only the greater‘barons and churchmen as a rule attended, 
and ‘ tenure by barony ’ became at length the only valid title to 
membership. The development of the Great Council of the 
Norman Kings is the central subject of early English constitu¬ 
tional history; for from it may be said to have sprung the whole 
effective organization of the present government of England. Out 
of it, directly or indirectly, by one process or another, have been 
evolved Parliament, the Cabinet, and the courts of law. 

841. The Feudal System in England. — England was not feudalized 
by the Normans. Feudalizatiun had grown there, js elsewhere, with the 
growth of Teutonic polities, under Saxon and Dane as under Frank and 
Goth. Society in England, as on the Oontin^ht. had divided into ranks 
of nobles, freemen, and slaves bound together by personal fealty and the 
principles of landownersliip. What the Norman did was to give new 
directions to the indigenous growth of feudalism. The system had not 
gone to such lengths of disintegration in England as it afterwards went 
on the Continent, and William the Conqueror's first care when compact¬ 
ing his power in the island was to subordinate all feudal elements perma¬ 
nently to the Crown. He saw to it, by the unhesitating use of his great 
power, that no baron should* be able to cope with the king without wide 
combination with other barons, such as watchful kings could probably 
always prevent; and lie dulled the edge of hostile feeling by giving to the 
greater barons ot the kingdom a function of weight in the management of 
affairs by bringing them into peaceful and legitimate combination iu the 
Great Council, whidi lie called together three times every year, and whose 
advice he never refused at least to hoar. The Council retained, formally 
at any rate, the right to choose the king, and all laws were declared to be 
enacted by and with its "Ivice and consefit. 

842. Character of English Institutional Growth. — It has been 
noted as a leadiug characteristic of the constitutional history of 
England that her political institutions have been incessantly in 
process of development, a singular continuity marking the whole 
of the transition from her most ancient to her present forms of 
government. It is not a history of breaks or of new establish¬ 
ments, or of successive new creations of instrumentalities of 
legislation and administration: all the way through it is a his¬ 
tory of almqgt insensible change, of slow modification, and of 
unforced, almost of unconscious, development. Very great con¬ 
trasts appear between the character of her government iu one 
age and its character in another age distant one or more cen 
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turies from the first; but it is very difficult to perceive any 
alteration at all when comparison is made from generation to 
generation. Almost no changes can be given exact dates: each 
took place 'about’ such and such a year, or in this or*that long 
reign. The whole process, therefore, is one which may be out¬ 
lined in brief epitome: its stages are long, its features large, its 
details unessential to clearness. * 

843. The Course of Development. — In briefest summary the 
facts are these: the Great (or National) Council itself became the 
Parliament of the realm; those of its members, as originally con¬ 
stituted, who were state officers and chief officials of the court 
became a Permanent royal Council, out of which, in course of 
time grew the more modern Privy Council and at length the Cab¬ 
inet; and whose members of' the Permanent Council whose duties 
were financial and judicial gradually drew apart from the rest for 
the exercise of their functions, their work being finally divided 
among them according to its nature, and the several bodies into 
which they thus fell apart becoming, in the end, the courts of 
Exchequer, of Chancery, and of common law. 

844. The Permanent Council. — The Ixxly of state and court 
officers whom the king kept always about him as his 1 Ordinary ’ 
or Permanent Council were originally all of them members of the 
Great Council and seem at first to have acted as a sort of “ com¬ 
mittee, or inner circle,” of that greater body. The Great Council 
met but three times ( in the, year; its organization was not perma¬ 
nent ; its membership varied, both numerically and personally, 
from year to year. The officers of the permanent service, on the 
other Ijand, were always within easy reach of consultation; they 
were in a certain sense picked men out of the larger body of the 
national Council; it was natural that they should be consulted 
by the king and that their advice, given in their collective ca¬ 
pacity as a smaller council, should carry with it the weight of 
their cpnnection with the more authoritative Groat Council. As 
a matter of fact at any rate, they acquired powers almost coinci¬ 
dent with those of the national body itself. Theit powers came, 
indeed, to possess ah importance superior even to those of the 
more august assembly, being exercised as they were, not inter¬ 
mittently or occasionally, but continuously; <not with a mere out- 
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side acquaintance with the posture of affairs, but with an inside 
intimacy of knowledge. 

845. Composition of Permanent Council. — Under the Nor¬ 
man kings* the membership of the Permanent Council consisted, 
usually, of the two archbishops (of Canterbury and of York), the 
Justiciar, the Treasurer, the Chancellor, the Steward, the Mar¬ 
shall, the Chamberlai^, and the Butler, with the occasional addi¬ 
tion of other officials, such as the king’s Sergeant, and of such 
bishops and barons as the sovereign saw fit from time to time to 
summon. There was, however, no fixed rule as to its composition. 
Possibly every baron, as a member of the GreaS Council, could, if 
he had so chosen, have attended the sittings of this section of the 
• Great Council also, which, while the Great Council was not in 
session, masqueraded as its deputy and proxy. Practically, it 
would seem always, as a rule, to have lain within the king’s 
choice to constitute it how he would. 

845. The Powers of the Permanent Council were enormous t 
were as large as those of the king himself, who constituted it 
his administrative, judicial,' and legislative agent. Its “ work 
was to counsel and assist the king in the execution of every 
power of the crown which was not exercised through the ma¬ 
chinery of the common law ’’; 1 and “ the king could do nearly 
every act in his Permanent Council of great men which he could 
perform when surrounded by a larger number of his nobles; 
except impose taxes on those nobles themselves."’ ! But the Per¬ 
manent Council very eaiyy ceased to act as *a whole in the dis¬ 
charge of all its functions alike. Itself a committee, it present!}*, 
in its turn, began to split up into committees. 

847. (The Law Courts. —Men specially learned in the latv were 
Wrought into its membership, the later kings not hesitating, when 
the needs of the service demanded, to introduce commoners, 
as the Council drifted away from even its nominal connection with 
the Great Council; and to these the financial and judicial func¬ 
tions of the Crown were more and more exclusively entrusted. 
(Compare sec. 379.) It was not long before (a) a separate Court 
of Exchequer, ‘which was at first charged principally with the 

1 Stubbs, Constitutional History of Enyland, Vol. III., p. 252. 

* A. V. Dicey, 77f<* Pricy Council, p. it. 
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audit of finance accounts, had been permanently assigned its 
special ‘barons’ as Justices, and had acquired jurisdiction over 
all cases in which the king was directly concerned; (h) another 
special bench of judges received, as a Court of Comniou Pleas, 
jurisdiction over, all civil cases between subject and subject; (c) 
still another came to figure as a supreme court, or Court of King's 
Bench, which always accompanied the sovereign wherever he 
went, which was in theory presided over by the king himself, and 
which was empowered to supervise local justice and itself control 
all cases not specially set apart for the hearing of other courts; and 
(d) the Chancellor' who had once been merely president, in the 
king’s absence, of the rermanent Council when it heard appeals 
in its judicial capacity, absorbed to himself, in his Court of 
Chancery, the whole of that so-called ‘ equitable ’ function of the 
Crown by virtue of which the king granted relief to suitors for 
whose cases the common law provided no adequate process. The 
Chancellorship was thus put in the way of attaining to its later- 
day partial ascendency over the ‘courts of law.’ This process of 
the differentiation and development of the court s began in the early 
years of the twelfth century and may be said to have been com¬ 
pleted by the middle of the fourteenth. 

848. Parliament. — Meantime the national body, the Great 
Council, from which the Permanent Council ami courts had been 
derived, had had its own expansions and changes of form and had 
taken on a new character of the utmost significance.' Not greatly 
altered in its composition during the ceifairy which followed the 
Norman conquest, the Great Council was profoundly,affected by 
the outcome of Magna Charta (a.d. 1215) and. the, momentous 
constitutional struggles which followed it. It, was then that the 
principle of representation was first, introduced into the constitu¬ 
tion of Parliament and tfyat, commoners as well as nobles were 
given seats in the national assembly. The archbishops, bishops, 
and abbots attended as of course, as always before, and the earls 
and greater barons *neld themselves equally entitled to be sum¬ 
moned always by special personal summon^; but the,lesser barons, 
who formerly had been called to the Council, not by personal 
summons, but only by a general summons addressed to them, 
along with all tenants-in-chief, through the sheriffs of the counties, 
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had given over attending because of the expense and inconven¬ 
ience of the privilege, and were accordingly no longer called. 
Their place was filled by representation. Writs addressed to the 
sheriffs commanded the election of representatives of the lower 
clergy and, more important still, of representative (knights) of 
the shires and (burgesses) of the towns. The Parliament which 
Edward I. summoned in 1295 contained all these elements and es¬ 
tablished the type for the composition of all future Parliaments. 

m 

849. In the fourteenth clause of Magna Charta John was made to 
promise that, besides summoning the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, 
and greater barons severally, by special personal letters, he would sum¬ 
mon all lesser barons also by a general summon.?, through the sheriffs and 
bailiffs. But this general summons failed of the desired effect. 

860. Representatives from the towns were summoned first in 1205 by 
Earl Simon of Montfort, who knew that he could count upon the support 
of the commons of England in his contest with the king, llenry III., and 
who called burgesses to the Parliament which he constituted during the 
brief period of his supremacy in order to give open proof of that support. 
Edward I. followed Montfort’s example in 1295, not because he was de¬ 
liberately minded to form a truly representative assembly as a wise step 
in constitutional development, but because he wanted money and knew 
that taxes would be most readily paid if voted by an assembly represent¬ 
ing all classes. 

851. Representatives from the shires (knights) had often been called 
to Parliament before 12(15. Stop by step, first one element of the nation 
and then another had been introduced into Parliament: first the lesser 
barons, by general summons —only, however, to drop out again, — then 
the gentry of the shires bv l , lection in the' counties, finally the burghers 
of the towns by similar election in county court. 

» 

852. Genesis of the Two Houses. — Such a body as the Parlia¬ 
ment summoned by Edward was, however, too conglomerate, too 
little homogeneous to hold together. It did not long act as a single 
assembly; but presently fell apart int# two ‘ houses.’ Had the 
lower clergy continued to claim representation, there might and 
probably would •have been three houses instead of two. But, 
instead of setting up a separate house in the civil Parliament, the 
clergy drew ajyirt for ttys creation of an entirely distinct body, 
which, under the name of ‘Convocation,’ ft as to constitute a 
separate ecclesiastical parliament, devoting itself exclusively to 
the government of the Church. Their share in the management 
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of temporal affairs they left altogether to the 'spiritual lords,’ the 
few greater magnates of the Church who retained their places in 
the national council, and to such lay representatives as the clergy 
could assist in electing to the lower house. ' 

853. There jvere left, therefore, in Parliament two main 
elements, lords and commoners. The lords, to whom the arch¬ 
bishops, bishops, and abbots adhered by immemorial wont, formed 
a house to themselves, the House of Lords. The commoners 
from the towns, who were soon joined by the middle order of 
gentry, the knights of the shires, who were neither great lords 
summoned by personal summons nor yet commoners, formed the 
other house, the Housr, of Commons. These changes also were 
completed by the middle of the fourteenth century. Parliament 
was by that time, outwardly,, just what it is now. 

854. The Privy Council. — The Great Council and its direct 
heir, Parliament, were not a little jealous of the enormous powers 
wielded by the preferred counsellors of the king whom he main¬ 
tained in permanent relations of eonfidenee with himself, and 
through whom he suffered to be exercised some of the greatest 
of the royal prerogatives. Especially did the arrangement seem 
obnoxious when the vitality of the Permanent Council passed 
to a still smaller ‘ Privy ’ Council. This body was to the Per¬ 
manent Council what the Permanent Council had been to the 
Great Council. It was still another “ inner circle.” It emerged 
during the reign of Henry VI. (1422^1461). The Permanent 
Council had become too large and umvr> t ldy for the continuance 
of its intimate relations with the sovereign; it could no longer 
be used as a whole for purposes of private advice and resolution; 
and thfe king separated from the ‘ordinary’ councillors‘certain 
selected men whom he constituted his Privy Council, binding 
them to himself by special oaths of fidelity anil secrecy. From 
that moment the Permanent Council was virtually superseded, and 
the Privy Council became the chief administrative and govern¬ 
ing body of the realln. 

855. The Privy Council assumes Judicial Powers, — Many of 
the judicial prerogatives which really belonged to the king when 
sitting in his Great Council, or Parliament, had been claimed for 
the king’s Permanent Council:' hence the,distinct law courts 



THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


875 


which were developed from its midst (sec. 847); and the same 
rights of exercising the powers of a court which had been 
assumed by the Permanent Council were in the later time arro¬ 
gated to itself by the Permanent Council’s proxy, the Privy 
Council. Out of it came, in course of time, the Veil-remembered 
Council of the North, the hated Star Chamber, and the odious 
High Commission CcAirt, which were not abolished until 1641, 
wh en th at great revolution had fairly set in, which was to crush 
arbitrary executive power forever in England, and to usher in the 
complete supremacy of Parliament. 

850. Origin of the Cabinet. — Meanwhile, long before the parlia¬ 
mentary wars had eome to a head, the same causes that had 
’produced the Permanent and Privy Councils had again asserted 
their strength and produced the Cabinet, still a third “ inner 
circle,” this time of the Privy Council; a small body selected for 
special confidence by the king from the general body of his 
counsellors, and meeting him, not in the larger council chamber, 
but in a ‘ cabinet,’ or smaller room, apart. The Privy Council 
had, in its turn, become “too large for despatch and secrecy. 
The rank of Privy Councillor was often bestowed as an honorary 
distinction on persons to whom nothing was confided, and whose 
opinion was never asked. The Sovereign, on the most important 
occasions, resorted for advice to a small knot of leading ministers. 
The advantages and disadvantages of this course were early 
pointed out by Bacon, with his usual judgment and sagacitybut 
it was not till after tlrif Restoration that the interior Council 
began to attract general notice. During many years old-fashioned 
politicians continued to regard the Cabinet as an unconstitutional 
^nd dangerous board. Nevertheless, it constantly became more 
and more important. It at length drew to itself the chief execu¬ 
tive power, and has now been regarded during several generations 
as an essential part of our polity. Yet, strange to say, it still 
continues to be* altogether unknown to the ^.w. The napies of 
the noblemen and gentlemen who compose it are never officially 
announced to the public ^ no record is kept of its meetings and 
resolutions; nor has its existence ever beeil recognized by any 
Act of Parliament.” 1 

1 Macaulay, History of England , Vol I., pp. 197,108 (Harper’s ed., 1849), 



376 


THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


857. The Development of the Cabinet. —The Cabinet first comes 
distinctly into public view as a preferred candidate for the highest 
executive place in the reign of Charles II. It is now the central 
body of the English Constitution. The steps by which it ap¬ 
proached its present position are thus summarized by a distin¬ 
guished English writer: — 

“ (1) First we find the Cabinet appearing in the shape of a 
small, informal, irregular Camarilla, selected at the pleasure of 
the Sovereign from the larger body of the Privy Council con¬ 
sulted by and privately advising the Crown, but with no power 
to take any resolutions of State, or perform any act of government 
without thq assent ot the Privy Council, and not as yet even 
commonly known by its present name. This was its condition 
anterior to the reign of Clia'rles I. 

“ (2) Then succeeds a second period, during which this Coun¬ 
cil of advice obtains its distinctive title of Cabinet, but without 
acquiring any recognized status, or permanently displacing the 
Privy Council from its position of de facto as well as de jure the 
only authoritative body of advisers of the Crown. (Reign of 
Charles 1. and Charles II., the latter of whom governed during 
a part of his reign by means of a Cabinet, and towards its close 
through a ‘ reconstructed ’ Privy Council.) 

“(3) A third period, commencing with the formation by 
William III.” of a ministry representing, not several parties, 
as "often before, but the .party predominant in the state, “the 
first ministry approacliiug the modltn type. The Cabinet, 
though still remaining, as it remains to this day* unknown to 
the Constitution,” had “now r become de facto, though not dejure, 
the real and sole supreme consultative council and executive au¬ 
thority in the State.” It was “still, however, regarded with 
jealousy, and the full realization of the modem theory of minis¬ 
terial responsibility, by the admission of its members to a seat in 
Parliament,” was “ only by degrees effected. « 

“ (4) Finally, towards the close of the eighteenth century, the 
political conception of the Cabinet as a body, —.necessarily con¬ 
sisting (a) of members of the Legislature (5) of the same politi¬ 
cal views, and chosen from the party possessing a majority in 
the House of Commons; (c) prosecuting a*concerted policy; (d) 
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under a common responsibility to be signified by collective resig¬ 
nation in the event of parliamentary censure; and (e) acknow¬ 
ledging a commo§ subordination to one chief minister, — took 
definitive shape in our modern theory of the Constitution, and 
so remains to the present day.” 1 

858. Parliament and the Ministers _The principles concern¬ 

ing the composition oi the modern Cabinets which are stated in 
thisia** .paragraph of Mr. Traill’s summary may be said to have 
been slowly developed out of the once changeful relations between 
Parliament and the ministers of the Crown. As,I have said (sec. 
854), the national council very early developed a profound jeal¬ 
ousy of the power and influence of the small and private council 
of state and court officials which the king associated with himself 
in the exercise of his great prerogatives. By every means it 
sought to control the ministers. Abandoning very soon, as revo¬ 
lutionary, all efforts to hold the king himself personally respom 
sible for executive acts, Parliament early accepted the theory that 
the king could do no wrong: that breaches of law and of right 
committed by the government were committed always, — so the 
theory ran, — by the vicious advice of the king’s personal advisers; 
they could do wrong (here the theory shaded off into fact), and 
they .should be held responsible for all the wrong done. So early 
as the close, of the twelfth century the Great Council deposed Wil¬ 
liam Longchamp, Justiciar and Chancellor of Richard I., for abuse 
of power. During the fou teenth century Parliament claimed and 
once or twice exercised tlfe right to appoint ministers and judges; 
it beheaded Edward II.’s Treasurer and imprisoned his Chancel¬ 
lor for their part in Edward’s illegal acts; and at the close of the 
?.«ntnry (1386) it impeached Michael de la Pole, Richard II.’s 
minister, notwithstanding the fact that he was able to plead the 
king’s direct commands in justification oi what he had done. In 
the seventeenth century a new ground of impeachment was added. 
From that time but, ministers were held responsible, by the se¬ 
vere processes of trial by Parliament for high crimes and mis¬ 
demeanors, nbb* only for illegal, but also for bad advice to the 
Crown; for gross mistakes of policy as well as for overt breaches 

of law and of constitutional rights. 

» 

1 H. D. Traill, Central Government (English Citizen Series), pp. 23-25. 
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859. Disappearance of Impeachment. —The Act of Settlement 
and the policy of William and Mary inaugurated, however, the 
final period of Parliament’s supremacy. Parliament’s preferences 
began to be regarded habitually in the choice of ministers, and 
impeachment, consequently, began gradually to fall into disuse. 
Its place was taken by parliamentary votes,—finally by votes of 
the House of Commons alone. Ministers who cannot command a 
majority in the House of Commons for the measures which^they 
propose resign, and Parliament has its own way concerning the 
conduct of the government. 

860. The Executive. — The Executive, under the English sys¬ 
tem, so far as it may Toe described at once briefly and correctly, 
may be said to consist, therefore, of the Sovereign and a Cabinet' 
of ministers appointed with*the Sovereign’s formal consent. All 
real authority is with the Cabinet; though the ministers are, in 
law, only the Sovereign’s advisers, and the government is con¬ 
ducted in the Sovereign’s name. The true place of the Sovereign 
in the system is that of an honored and influential hereditary 
councillor, to whose advice an exalted title and a constant famili¬ 
arity with the greater affairs of state lend a peculiar weight. 
The king 1 is in fact, though of course not in legal theory, a 
permanent minister, differing from the other ministers chiefly 
in not being responsible to Parliament for his acts, and on that 
account less powerful than they. 

861. The Sovereign is not a member of ^e Cabinet because George I. 
could not speak English. Until the accession of George I. the king always 
attended Cabinet councils; George did not do so because he could not 
either understand or be understood in the discussiohs of the ministers. 
Since his time, therefore, the Sovereign has not sat with the Cabinet. ^ 
similar example of the interesting ease with which men of our race establish 
and observe precedents is to be found in the practice on the part of Presi¬ 
dents of the United States of sending written messages to Congress. 
Washington and John Adams addressed Congress in person on public 
affairs; but Jefferstn, the third President, was not an easy speaker, and 
preferred to send a written message. Subsequent Presidents followed his 
example as of course. Hence a sacred rule ef constitutional action! 

< 

1 Since the throne of England is generally occupied by a man, it is most 
convenient to use ‘king* as the distinctive title of the Sovereign in every 
general statement of constitutional principles. ‘ 
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862. Position of the Cabinet. — The Cabinet consists of the 
principal ministers of state and has reached its present position 
of power in the government because of its responsibility to 
Parliament. The chief interest of English constitutional his¬ 
tory centres in the struggle of Parliament to establish its 
supremacy over all other authorities in the conduct of the gov¬ 
ernment; that struggle issued in the last century in the com¬ 
plete triumph of Parliament; it has reached its farthest logical 
consequence in our own century in the concentration of parlia¬ 
mentary authority in the popular house of Parliament, the House 
of Commons. Parliament always claimed the right to direct in 
the name of the people, of the nation ■. tliat was the solid basis 

' of all its pretensions; and so soon as reforms in the composition 
of the House of Commons had made it truly representative of 
the people, the House of Lords, which represents the hereditary, 
not the representative, principle, necessarily lost some part of its 
political authority. It is constantly recruited, by the creation of 
peerages, from all classes of successful men, scientists, manufac¬ 
turers, lawyers, diplomatists, journalists, poets; but it is recruited 
by appointment, not by election; its votes are not controlled by 
the electorate; and precedence in affairs has fallen to the people’s 
chamber. 

863. Appointment of the Cabinet Ministers. — The responsi¬ 
bility of the ministers to Parliament constitutes their strength 
because it makes them the agents of Parliament: and the agents 
of a sovereign authority virtually share its sovereignty. The 
king appoints only such ministers as have the confidence of the 
House of Commons; and he does it in this way: he sends for 
£he recognized leader of the political party which has the major¬ 
ity in the House of Commons and asks him to form a Cabinet. 
If this leader thinks that his party wiP approve of his assuming 
such a responsibility, he accepts the commission, and, usually 
after due consnltation with other prominent members # of his 
party, gives to the Sovereign a list of the men whom he recom¬ 
mends for appointment to the chief offices of state. These the 
Sovereign appoints and commissions as of course. They are 
always men chosen from among the members of both houses of 
Parliament, and generally because they have proved there their 
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ability to lead. They have, so to say, chosen themselves by a 
career of steady success in the debates of the Houses: they 
have come to the front by their own efforts, by force of their own 
ability, and usually represent tried parliamentary capacity. Such 
capacity is necessary for their success as ministers; for, after they 
have entered the Cabinet, they constitute, in effect, a committee 
of the majority of the House of Commons) commissioned to lead 
Parliament in debate and legislation, to keep it, — and,^through 
it, the country at large, — informed concerning all important 
affairs of state which can prudently be made public, and to carry 
nut in the conduct of the government the policy approved of by 
the representatives of the people. 

804. Composition of the Cabinet. — The Cabinet does not consist 
invariably of the same number of minister. Eleven officials always have 
seats in it; namely, the First Lord of the Treasury, the Lord Chancellor, 
the Lord President of the Council, the Lord Privy Seal, the Chancellor 
of the’Exchequer, the five Secretaries of State (for Home Affairs, for 
Foreign Affairs, for the Colonies, for India, and for War), and the First 
Lord of the Admiralty. To these are generally added from three to six 
others, according to circumstances; often, for instance, the President of 
the Board of Trade, generally of late the Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
frequently the President of the Local Government Board. The genera* 
rule which governs these additions is, that every interest which is likela 
to be prominent in the debates and proceedings of the House of Common* 
ought to have a Cabinet minister to speak for it and to offer to the House 
responsible advice. (The word * Ministry’^s of wider meaning than the 
word ‘Cabinet.’ The ‘Ministry’ consists Of all those executive officer* 
who have seats in Parliament. These are the ‘ political ’ officers, who are 
expected to resign their offices when the Cabinet is defeated in the Com¬ 
mons. But not all of them are members of the Cabinet. Tht Cabinet 
of Lord Salisbury consists (1897) of nineteen persons; but besides these 
there are. forty non-Cabinet ministers in Parliament. (Compare sec. 886.) 

866. No member of the House of Commons may accept office without 
the approval of his constituents. Upon receiving an appointment as 
minister he must resign his seat in the House and seek reflection, as 
representative plus minister. The whole matter is merely formal, how 
ever, in most cases. The opposite party do i not usually) ijnder such cir¬ 
cumstances, contest the seat & second time, and the minister is reelected 
without opposition. 

866. The custom of the Sovereign’s selecting only the chief minister 
and intrusting him with the formation of a ministry also, as well as the 



THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


381 


• • 

Sovereign’s absence from Cabinet meetings, originated with George I., 
who did not know enough of English public men to choose all the minis¬ 
ters, and so left the choice to Walpole. 

» 

867. This method of forming a ministry is the c utcome of Par¬ 
liament’s efforts to hold the king’s ministers to a stiiet responsi¬ 
bility to itself. Nom but members of their own party would suit 
the majority in Parliament as ministers; and since the ministers 
liaw> to explain and excuse their policy to the Houses it is best 
that they should be members of the 11 ouses with the full privi¬ 
leges of tine floor. Oidy by such an arrangement could the full 
harmony desired between Parliament and^the ministers be main- 

, tained: by face to face intercourse. 

868. Ministerial Responsibility. — If the ministers are defeated 
on any important measure in the House of Commons, or if any 
vote of censure is passed upon them in that House, they must 
resign, — such is the command of precedent, — and another min¬ 
istry must be formed which is in accord with the new majority. 
The ministers must resign- together because tire best form of 
responsibility for their conduct of the government can be secured 
only when their measures are taken in concert, and the House of 
Commons would be cheated of all real control of them if they 
could, upon each utterance of its condemnation of an executive 
act, or upon each rejection by it of a measure proposed or sup¬ 
ported by them, ‘throw overboard’ only those of their number 
whose departments were ’most particularly affected by the vote, 
and so keep substantially the same body of men in office. If 
a defeated or censured ministry think that the House of Com¬ 
mons iy. its adverse vote has not really spoken the opinion of 
the constituencies, they can advise the Sovereign to dissolve the 
House and order a new election; that advice must be taken by 
the Sovereign; and the ministers stand or fall according to the 
disposition of the new House towards them. 

’ * > 

860. Tt should be added that exceptional cases do sometimes arise in 
which responsibility for at^objectionable course of action can he so plainly 
andtdirectly fixed upon a particular minister,who has acted, it maybe, 
without tlie concurrence, possibly without the knowledge, of his col¬ 
leagues, that his separate dismissal from office is recognized as the only- 
proper remedy. A notable instance of this sort arose in England in 1851, 
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when Lord Palmerston, then foreign secretary, was dismissed from office 
for adding to various other acts of too great independence an unauthorized 
expression of approval of the coup d'etat of Louis Napoleon in France. 

870. Legal Status of the Cabinet. — The peculiar historical origin of 
the Cabinet appears in a statement of its position before the law. As we 
have seen (see. 850), it is not a body recognized by law: its existence, 
like the existence of not a few other political institutions in England, is 
only customary. The particular ministers who form the Cabinet have the 
legal right to be the exclusive advisers of the Crown, — that is, the sole 
executive power, —only by virtue of their membership of the Privy Coun¬ 
cil. They must all be sworn into the membership of that body before they 
can act as coutiden.'ial servants of the Sovereign. The Privy Council itself, 
however (as a whole, tb-'.t is), hits not been asked for political advice for 
two centuries. It takes no part whatever in the function which twelve or 
fifteen ministers exercise by virtue of belonging to it; it is not responsible 
for the advice they give ; and it cannot in any way control that advice. 
Membership of the Privy Council, moreover, is for life. The leaders of 
the minority in the Commons, having themselves once been ministers, are 
still members of the Council and have still the same legal right to advise 
the Crown. 

871. Initiative of the Cabinet in legislation. —Having inher¬ 
ited the right of initiative in legislation which once belonged to 
the Crown, the Cabinet shape and direct the business of the 
Houses. Most of the time of Parliament is occupied by the con¬ 
sideration of measures which they have prepared and introduced; 
at every step in the procedure of the Houses it is the duty of the 

ministers to guide and facilitate business. 

• s 

872. The Prime Minister. — “ Consisteficy in policy and vigor in 
administration” on the part of the Cabinet are obtained by its organiza¬ 
tion under the authority of one ‘First’ Minister. This Prime Minister 
generally holds the office of First Lord of the Treasury, though it is within 
his choice to hold another, if he will. It is not the office which gives him 
primacy in the Cabinet, but his recognized weight as leader of his party. 
The leader chosen by the Sovereign to form the ministry stands at its head 
when formed. He usually chooses to occupy the office of First Lord of the 
Treasury because the official duties of that place arer nominal only and 
leave him free to exercise his important functions as leader of the party in 
power. 

873. The Departments of Administration. — So much for the re¬ 
lations of the Cabinet, to the Sovereign and to Parliament. When 
we turn to view it in its administrative and governing capacity as 



THE GOVERNMENT OB' GREAT BRITAIN. 


883 


the English Executive, we see the ministers as heads of depart¬ 
ments, as in other governments. But the departments of the 
central government in England are by no means susceptible of 
brief and simple description as are those of other m untries, which 
have been given their present forms by logical and silf-cousistent 
written constitutions, or by the systematizing initiative of absolute 
monarchs. They hide a thousand intricacies born of that com¬ 
posite development so characteristic of English institutions. 

874. The Five Great ‘ Offices ’ of State. — Kot attempting detail,' 
however, it is possible to give a tolerably clear outline of the eer- 
tral administration of the kingdom in comparatively few uords. 
The Treasury I shall describe in a separate paragraph (sec. 879). 
The Home Office superintends the, constabulary; oversees, to a 
limited extent, the local magistracy and the administration of 
prisons; advises the Sovereign with reference to the granting of 
pardons; and is the instrument of Parliament in carrying out 
certain statutes restricting at some points the employment of 
labor. The Foreign Office describes itself. So do also, sufficiently, 
the Colonial Office, the War Office, and the India Office. 

875. These five groat, ‘ Offices ’ are all, historically considered, in a cer¬ 
tain sense offshoots from a single office, that of the king’s Principal Secre¬ 
tary of State. By one of the usual processes of English constitutional 
development, an offitcr bearing this title very early came into existence as 
one of the most trusted ministers of the Crown. At first, only a specially 
coniided-in servant of the, Sovereign, employed in all sorts of confidential 
missions, he gradually assumed a more regular official place and began to 
absorb various important functions. At length it became necessary to 
double him and to have two Principal Secretaries of State, two r on theo¬ 
retically sharing, one and the same office, and alternates of each other. 
At lust he has, for the sake of convenience, been quintupled .* There 
are five Principal Secretaries of State, all, in theory, holding the same 
office, and each, in theory, legally authorized to perform the functions of 
any or all of the others ; but in fact, of course, keeping each to a distinct 
department. There is a Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, a Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a Princi¬ 
pal Secretary of State for the Colonies, a Principal Secretary of Sstate for 
War, and Principal Secretary of State for India. It is an interesting 
and, characteristic case of evolution, , 

876. The Admiralty, the Board of Trade, and the Local Govern- 
ment Board. — The Admiralty is the naval office. It is presided 



884 THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

over by a Commission of six, consisting of a chairman, entitled 
First Lord of the Admiralty, and five Junior Lords. The Board 
of Trade is, in form, a committee of the Privy Council. It is 
reconstituted at the opening of each reign by an order in Coun¬ 
cil. It consist^ nominally, of “a President and certain ex officio 
members, including the First Lord of the Treasury, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer, the Principal Secretaries of State, the 
Speaker of the House of Commons, and the Archbishop of Can¬ 
terbury.” 1 But it has long since lost all vital connection with 
the Privy Council and all the forms even of board action. Its 
President is now practically itself. Its duties and privileges are 
both extensive and important. It advises the other departments 
concerning all commercial matters, and is the statistical bureau of 
the kingdom; it exercises the state oversight of railways, inspects 
passenger steamers and merchant vessels, examines and commis¬ 
sions masters and mates for the merchant marine, administers the 
statutes concerning harbors, lighthouses, and pilotage, provides 
standard weights and measures, superintends the coinage, and 
supervises the Post Office. The Loc(d Government Board, which 
is also in form a committee of the Privy Council, has also in 
reality none of the characteristics either of a committee or of a 
board. It is a separate and quite independent department, under 
the control of a President. Its other, nominal, members, the 
Lord President of the Council, the five Principal Secretaries of 
State, the Lord Privy Seal,, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
in reality take no part in its nianagemt.it. It is, in effect, the 
English _ department of the Interior. It is charged „with super¬ 
vising the administration, by the local authorities of the kingdom, 
“ of the laws relating to the public health, the relief of the poor, 
and local government,” — duties more important to the daily good 
government of the country than those of any other department. 
It also specially examines and reports upon every private bill 
affecting private interests. 

877. The Board of Agriculture. — In 1889 still another department 
was set up whicli was to be in form a BoarC but in fact in charge of a 
single minister, its President. Since 1883 there had been a Committee of 
the Privy Council charged with the special superintendence of the agri- 

i Traill, pp. 128, 127. 
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cultural interests of the kingdom j in 1889 it was given a more definite 
organization and larger powers, under the name of The Board of Agri¬ 
culture,— a Board to consist nominally of the Lord President of the Coun¬ 
cil, the five Principal Secretaries of State, the First Commissioner of the 
Treasury, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the ClianO' :ior of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, and the Secretary for Scotland ; but really to be under the 
direction of none of these gentlemen, but of its own independent President. 
The duties of the Hoard embrace, besides the collection and publication of 
all information likely to be serviceable to the agricultural interest and the 
conduct and encouragement, of inquiries and investigations touching agri¬ 
cultural processes and conditions and concerning the culture of forests, 
tlie inspection and subvention of schools in which Instruction is given in 
sucti subjects, the duties hitherto attaching to ihe offices of the Land Com¬ 
missioners and of the Commissioners of Works and Public Buildings, the 
enforcement of the acts concerning contagious diseases among animals, 
and a miscellany of duties of like kinds. 

878. The Poet Office is in England a subdivision of the Board of 
Trade. At its head is a Postmaster General. It controls, besides the 
usual business of a post-oitiee department, the telegraph system of the 
country, which is owned by the government; and it lias also under its 
direction a useful postal savings-bank system. 

879. The Treasury. — The history of this department, which 
may be reckoned the most important, may serve as another typi¬ 
cal example of English departmental evolution. Originally the 
chief financial minister of the Crown was the Lord High Treas¬ 
urer, with whom was associated at an early date a Chancellor of 
the Exchequer. But in 'he reign of George I. the great oflice of 
Lord High Treasurer was, in English phrase, put permanently 
‘into commission its duties, that is, were intrusted to a board 
instead of to a single individual. This board was know* as tlie 
“Lords Commissioners for executing the office of Lord High 
Treasurer,” and consisted of a First Lord of the Treasury, tlie 
Chancellor of tlie Exchequer, and three others known as Junior 
Lords. Evolution speedily set in, as in other similar English 
hoards. That is, the board ceased to aet as‘a board. It* func¬ 
tions became concentrated in the hands of the Chancellor of the 
Exchpquer; tfie First Lordship, occupied alyiost invariably since 
1762 by the Prime Minister, gradually lost all connection, except 
that of honorary chairmanship, with the Treasury Commission, 
its occupant giving all his energies to his political functions (sec. 
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872); and tlie Junior Lords were left noue but parliamentary 
duties. 

880. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, therefore, is the working 
head of the Treasury Department, and as such plays one of the 
most conspicuous and important rdles in the government of the 
country. He controls the revenue and expenditure of the state, 
submitting to Parliament, in the form of'an annual ‘budget,’ 
careful comparisons of the sums needed for the public service and 
of the sums that may be expected to accrue from existing or pos¬ 
sible sources of revenue, together with proposals to extend or 
curtail taxation, according as there is prospect of a deficit or of a 
surplus under existing arrangements. 

881. The Estimates. —The various departments make up their own 
estimates ; but these are. subjected to a careful examination by the Chan¬ 
cellor of the. Exchequer, and with him rests the prerogative of revising 
them where they may seem to admit of or to require revision. Tlius 
changes in the clerical forces of the departments or redistributions of their 
work among sub-departments, etc., cannot, if they involve additional 
expense, lx; made without express approval by the Treasury. 

882. Mr. Gladstone twice, with characteristic energy, held, when Prime 
Minister, both the office of First Lord of the Treasury and the office of 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, thus in effect once more bringing the First 
Lord into vital connection with his nominal department. 

883. Administrative Departments of the Privy Council. — 

Though superseded as advisory council to the Crown by the Cabi¬ 
net and deprived of all actual executive control by the virtual 
erection of its several boards into independent departments, the 
Privy C mneil still has one or two vital parts. Chief among 
these in 27/e Education Department, which consists of tfye Lord 
President of the Council, as nominal chief, a Vice-President ac 
working chief, and certain ex officio members, among them the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Secretary of State for Home 
Affairs, and which is charged with the administration of the pub¬ 
lic educational system of the country. This committee preserves 
in a rather more than formal way its collegiate character. The 
important judicial duties of the Privy Council I "shall speak of 
in another connection (see. 924). 

884. The Lord Privy Seal exercises uo iimportant functions except 
those of keeping the great Seal of State and affixing it to such publio 
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documents as need it» formal attestation; but the office is a 1 Cabinet 
office.’ The lightness of its duties leaves its incumbent the freer for his 
Cabinet functions of counsel. It is a berth for elderly men of intellectual 
and political weight who cannot or will not undertake onerous official duties. 

885. The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster holds an office 
whose duties (entirely legal and local) have all been , eiegatcd by long¬ 
standing custom to a Vice-Chancellor; but eminent politicians are brought 
into the Cabinet tluo 'gh this sinecure Chancellorship in order that they 
may give the ministry the benefit of tlieir advice and countenance. 

- 880. Political Under Secretaries. — There are often associated with 
the principal ministers of state certain ‘political’ Under Secretaries, 
whose function is one of very considerable importance. A political Under 
Secretary is one who goes in or out of office with his party, not having a 
place in the Cabinet but sharing its fortunes i jt the Commons. He. is par- 
• liamentary spokesman for his chief. If the foreign minister, for instance, 
or any other member of the Cabinet, the affairs of whose department, may 
be expected to call forth frequent comment or question in the lower House, 
be a member of the House of Lords, lie is represented in the Commons 
by an Under Secretary, who there speaks as the minister’s proxy. The 
representation of the ministers in both Houses is thus secured. (Compare 
sec. 804.) 

* 

887. Administration of Scotland and Ireland. — The affairs of 
Scotland are cared for through the agency of a Lord Advocato 
for Scotland, who is the legal adviser of the government concern¬ 
ing Scotch interests, and a Secretary for Scotland who is the in¬ 
termediary between the Scotch members of Parliament and the 
ministry, and the official spokesman of the ministers regarding 
Scotch business in the House of Commons. Officially the Lord 
Advocate ranks as a subordinate of the Secretary of State for 
Home Affa : rs. The Irish executive is, formally at leas&; sepa¬ 
rate from the English, being vested in a Lord Lieutenant and 
p Privy Council; but in fact it is completely controlled by the 
English Cabinet though the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieuten¬ 
ant, who is always a member of the IIo” of Commons and, when 
Irish affairs are specially prominent, a member of the Cabinet 
also; and who, •though in titular rank a subordinate of the Lord 
Lieutenant, is, by virtue of his relations to the Cabinet and to 
Parliament, ia effect hit master. 

^88. The Lord Chancellor, the ouly regular member of the Cabinet 
whose duties I have not yet indicated, is a judicial and legislative officer. 
His functions will be •mentioned in another connection (sec. 925). 
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889. The Cabinet as Executive. — It woilld be a great mistake 
to suppose that, because the Cabinet is in reality a committee of 
the House of Commons, drawing all its authority from the confi¬ 
dence reposed jn it by that chamber, it is a mere committee, pos¬ 
sessing no separate importance as the executive body of the 
kingdom. In a sense the ministers have inherited the ancient 
prerogatives of the Crown; and Parliaments, in a very sensible 
degree, dependent upon them for the efficacy of the part it is to 
play in governing. Almost all important legislation waits for 
their initiative, and the whole business of the Houses to a great 
extent depends upon them for its progress. They can make 
treaties, of whatever importance, with foreign countries; they 
can shape the policy of the mother country towards her colonies; 
they can take what serious 'steps they please with reference to 
the government of India, can place troops and naval forces at 
pleasure, can make a score of momentous moves of policy towards 
the English dependencies and towards foreign countries, —in the 
field, that is, of many of the largest interests of the Empire, — 
which may commit the country to the gravest courses of action; 
— and all without any previous consultation with Parliament, 
whom they serve. The House of Commons, in brief, can punish 
but cannot prevent them. 

890. Parliament: I. the House of Commons; its Original Char¬ 
acter. — “The Parliament of the nineteenth century is, inordi¬ 
nary speech, the House of Commons. When a minister consults 
Parliament he consults the House of Commons; when the Queen 
dissolves Parliament she dissolves the House of Co/nmons. A 
new Parliament is merely a new House of Commons.” 1 Such 
has beeli the evolution of English politics. But the prttcesses 
which worked out this result were almost five centuries long. 
During a very long period, Parliament’s first and formative 
period, the Commons held a position of distinct and natural 
subordination to the Lords, lay and spiritual; the great constitu¬ 
tional roles were pfayed by the king and baronage. The com¬ 
moners in Parliament represented the to,wns, and £poke, for the 
most part, at first, mly concerning the taxes they would !give. 

1 Spencer Walpole, The Electorate and the Legislature (English Citizen 
Series), p. 48. <• 



THE GOVERNMENT OP GREAT BRITAIN. 


389 


When the house of Parliament called the House of Commons 
first assumed a distinct separate existence, about the middle of 
the fourteenth century (sec. 852), it was by no means a homo¬ 
geneous body. It held both the knights of the shires and the 
burgesses of the towns; and it was a very long time before the 
knights forgot the doubt which had at first been felt as to which 
house they should sit with, Lords or Commons. They were men 
of consideration in their counties; the only thing in common 
between them and the men from the towns was that election, and 
not hereditary possessions or rank, was the ground of their pres¬ 
ence in Parliament. Long use, however, finally obscured such 
differences between the two groups of fAembers in the lower 
House; their interests were soon felt to be common interests, 
because the chief questions they had a real voice in deciding were 
questions of taxation, which touched all alike. 

891. Historical Contrasts between County and Borough Repre¬ 
sentatives. — The main object of the Crown in making the Com¬ 
mons as representative as possible would seem to have been to 
bring the whole nation, as nearly as might be, into cooperation 
in support of the king’s government: and at first the lower House 
was a truly representative body. The knights of the shires were 
elected “ in the county court, by the common assent of the whole 
country ”; the burgesses of the towns were chosen by the borough 
freemen, a body numerous or limited according to the charter of 
each individual town, but, generally sufficiently broad to include 
the better class of citizens. It was the decay of the towns and 
the narrowing of their franchises which made the Co.r.mons 
of the closing decades of the last century and the first decades of 
our owiftlie scandalously subservient, unrepresentative Commons 
which drove the American colonies into revolt. So early as the 
reign of Henry VI., in the first half, tha,' is, of the fifteenth cen¬ 
tury, the franchise was limited in the counties to freeholders 
whose landed property was of an annual value,of forty shillings, 
and forty shilling freeholders were then men t-f means; 1 but this 
franchise remained unchanged until the parliamentary reforms of 

1 Forty shillings, it is estimated, were equivalent at that time in pur¬ 
chasing value to eighty pounds at present ($400). See 1 E. T. Rogers, 
Economic Interpretation 9f History , p. 32. 
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the present century, and tended steadily, with the advancing 
wealth of the country and the relative decrease in the value of 
the shilling, to become more inclusive and more liberal. The 
borough franchise, on the contrary, went all the time steadily 
from bad to wqrse. It became more and more restricted, and the 
towns which sent representatives to Parliament became, partly 
by reason of their own decay, partly by reason of the growth and 
new distribution of population in the kingdom, less and less fitted 
or entitled to represent urban England. New boroughs had been 
given representatives from time to time; but all efforts to redis¬ 
tribute representation had virtually ceased before the dawn of 
the period of that grodt increase of population and that immense 
development of wealth and industry which has made modern' 
England what it is. The towns which returned members to the 
House of Commons were mostly in the southern counties where 
the old centres of population had been. Gradually they had lost 
Importance as the weight of the nation shifted to the central and 
western counties and Liverpool, Manchester, and Birmingham 
grew up, —and not their importance only, but their inhabitants 
as well. Some fell into ruins and merged in neighboring proper¬ 
ties, whose owners pocketed both them and their parliamentary 
franchise; others, which did not so literally decay, became 
equally subject to the influence of neighbor magnates upon whom 
the voters felt more or less dependent; and at last the majority 
of seats in the Common? were virtually owned by the landed 
classes represented in the House of Lords. 

8!^: The House of Commons consisted in 1801 of 658 members, and 
of these 425 are, said to have been returned “on the nominat'on or on 
the recommendation of 252 patrons.” It, is said, also, that “300 ofit 
of the 513 members belonging to England and Wales owed their elec¬ 
tion to the nomination either of the Treasury or of 162 powerful indi¬ 
viduals.” 1 

893. Geographical Relations of Boroughs and Counties. —Borough 
populations had no part In the election of county members. The counties 
represented in Parliament were rural areas, exclusive of the towns. Thus 
the county of Derby was, for the purposes of jiarliamentary representation, 
the county of Derby minus its boroughs. * 


1 Walpoie, p. 66. 
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894. Parliamentary Reform. — It was to remedy tliis state of 
tilings that the well-known reforms of the present century were 
undertaken. Those reforms have made the House of Commons 
truly representative and national: and in making it national have 
made it dominant. In 1832 a wholesale redistribution of seats 
was accomplished, and a complete reformation of the franchise. 

. The decayed towns were deprived of their members, and the new 
centres of population were accorded adequate representation. 
The right to vote in the counties was extended from those who 
owned freeholds to those who held property tv* lease and those 
who held copyhold estates, 1 and to tenant^ whose holdings were 
»of the clear annual value of fifty pounds. The borough franchise 
was put upon the uniform basis of householders whose houses 
were worth not less than ten pounds a year. This was putting 
representation into the hands of the middle, well-to-do classes; 
and with them it remained until 1867. In 1867 another redis¬ 
tribution of seats was effected, which increased the number of 
Scotch members from fifty-four to sixty and made other impor¬ 
tant readjustments of representation. The franchise was at the 
same time very greatly widened. In the boroughs all house¬ 
holders and every lodger whose lodgings cost him ten pounds 
annually were given the right to vote; and in the counties, besides 
every forty shilling freeholder, every copyholder and leaseholder 
whose holding was of the annual value of five pounds, and evory 
householder whose rent vdas not less than twelve pounds a year. 
Thus representation stood for almost twenty years. Finally, in 
1884, the basis of the present franchise was laid. The q salifica¬ 
tions for voters in the counties were made the same as tho quali¬ 
fications fixed for borough electors by the law of 1867, and over 
two millions and a half of voters were thus added to the active 
citizenship of the country. There is now a uniform ‘household 
and lodger franchise ’ throughout the kingdom. 

896. ‘Occupier’ is used in England as synonymous with the word 
lodger. The 1 occupation ’ requisite for the exercise of the franchise must 
be cjf a “clear annual value of jEIO." Occupation “by virtue of any 

1 Copyhold estates are estates held by the custom of the manor in which 
they lie, a custom once,evidenced by a ‘copy’ of the rolls of the Manoi 
Court. , 
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office, service, or employment" is considered, for the purpose of the fran¬ 
chise, equivalent to occupation for which rent is paid, if the rent would 
come to the required amount, if charged. 

t 

896. In 1885 another great Redistribution Act was passed, which 
merged eightjf-one English, two Scotch, and twenty-two Irish 
boroughs in the counties in which they lie, for purposes of repre¬ 
sentation; gave additional members to fourteen English, three 
Scotch, and two Irish boroughs; and created thirty-three -new 
urban constituencies. The greater towns which returned several 
members were Vert up into single-member districts, and a like ar¬ 
rangement was effected in the counties, which were divided into 
electoral districts to each of which a single representative wast 
assigned. 1 These changes were accompanied by an increase of 
twelve in the total number of members. Through the redistribu¬ 
tion of seats in 1832 and 1867 the number had remained 658; it 
js now 670. 

897. Multiple Voting. —It is the peculiar feature of the English law 
governing the franchise that individual voters who have the requisite 
amount of property or interest in more than one constituency are entitled. 
to vote for members of the House in as many parliamentary districts as 
they hold the necessary amount of property in; and, inasmuch as the 
elections are not held everywhere upon the same day, it is possible for 
one man to vote in several places, for as many several members. 

898. The following is an analysis of the present membership of the 
House of Commons given i in the Statesman’s Year Book for 1897: 2 
the English countied return 263 members, the English boroughs 237, the 
English Universities 6; Scotch counties 39, boroughs 31, universities 2; 
Irisft\counties 85, boroughs 16, universities 2. Totalscounties 377, 
borojxghs 284, universities 9. 

899. One unusual feature of the reforms of 1884-1886 was that thqy 
applied to Scotland and Ireland as well as to England and Wales. Earlier 
Acts had applied only to England and Wales, special Acts governing the 
franchise and representation in Ireland and Scotland. The Irish delega¬ 
tion in the House of Commons is now for the first time truly representa- 
tive.of the Irish people. 

900. The legislation of 1886, by dividing the greater towns into single¬ 
member constituencies, abolished the ‘three-cornered 'constituencies’ 

■ i 

1 This was establishing what the French, as we have seen (sec. 402), 
Would call scrutin d'nrrondissement. ■ 

• Where other data also will be found. 
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which had been devised in 1867 for purposes of minority representation. 
Voters in places which returned more than two members had been allowed 
one vote less apiece in parliamentary elections than the number of mem¬ 
bers to bi chosen. Thus, if any place returned four members, for 
example, each voter was entitled to vote for three and no more : it being 
hoped that the minority would by proper management under this plan be 
able to elect one out of the four. The plan was not found to work well in 
practice, and has accordingly been abandoned. 

*9(M. Election and Tern of the Commons. — Members of the 
House of Commons are elected, by secret ballot, for a term of 
seven years. Any full citizen is eligible for»*tection except 
priests and deacons of the Church of England, ministers of the 
Jlhurch of Scotland, Roman Catholic priests, and sheriffs and 
other returning officers,—and except, also, English and Scotch 
peers. Irish peers not elected to the Lords are eligible and have 
often sat in the House. 1 The persons thus excepted,—all save 
the peers, at least, — can neither sit nor vote. 

002. As a matter of fact no House of Commons has ever lived its full 
term of seven years. A dissolution, for the purpose of a fresh appeal to 
the constituencies, has always cut it off before its statutory time. The 
average duration of Parliaments has been less than four years. The 
longest Parliament of the present century (elected in 1820) lived six years, 
one month, and twelve days. 

003. The use of tli'e secret ballot does not rest upon any permanent 
statute. In 1872 its use was voted for one year; and ever since the 
provision has been annually renewed. 

004. There is no property qualification f&r election to the House now, 
as there was formerly ; buv the members receive no pay for their services; 
and, unless their constituents undertake to support them, — as v-Js done 
iii the early history of Parliament, and has been done again'in some 
^recent instances, —this fact constitutes a virtual income qualification. 

905. Summons, Electoral Writ, Prorogation. —No standing 
statutes govern the time for electing Parliaments. Parliament 
assembles upon summons from the Crown (which, like all other 
acts of the Sovereign, now really emanates frefm the ministers); 
and the time for electing members is set by writs addressed to 
the sheriffs, aS of old "(sec. 848). Parliament is also ‘pro¬ 
rogued*’ (adjourned for the session), by the Sovereign (that is, 

1 laird Palmerston, for example, was an Irish peer. 
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the Cabinet); and assembles again, after recess, by special 
summons. 

900. The summons for a new Parliament must be issued at least 
thirty-five days before the day set for its assembling; the summons to 
a prorogued Parliament at least fourteen days beforehand. It is now 
the invariable custom to assemble Parliament once every year about the 
middle of February, and to keep it in session frfin that time till about the 
middle of August. 

907. If a seat fall vacant during a session, a writ is issued for an 
election to fill it upon motion of the House itself; if a vacancy occur dur¬ 
ing a recess,* ‘Jy*. writ is issued at the instance of the Speaker of the 
House. 

908. Since 1887 the duration of Parliament has not been liable to be 
affected by a demise of the Crown ; before 1695 Parliament died with the 
monarch. In that year it war enacted that Parliament, should last for six 
months after the demise of the Crown, if not sooner dissolved by the new 
Sovereign. Parliament, it is now provided, must assemble immediately 
upon the death of the Sovereign. If the Sovereign’s death take place 
after a dissolution and before the day fixed for the convening of the new 
Parliament, the old Parliament is to come together for six months, if 
necessary, but for no longer term. 

909. Organization of the House. —The Commons elect their 
own Speaker (Spokesman); their clerk and sergeant-at-arms are 
appointed by the Crown. The business of,the House-is, as we 
have seen (sec. 871), quite absolutely under the direction of its 
great committee, the Cabinet. Certain days of the week are set 
apart by the rules for thd consideration of measures introduced 
by private members, but most of the time of the House is devoted 
to ‘gimrament bills.’ The majority put themselves in the hands 
of theer party leaders, the ministers, and the great contests of 
the session are between the minority on one side of the chamber 
and the ministerial party, or majority on the other side. 

i 

910. Down the centre of the hall in which the House sits runs a very 
broad aisle. The Speaker’s seat stands, upon an elevated place, at the far¬ 
ther end of this aisle, and below it are the seats and tables of the clerks and 
a great table stretching some distance down the aisle, for the reception of 
the Sergeant’s mace ( and various books, petition boxes, 'and papers. The 
benches on either side of the aisle face each other. Those which) rise, in 
tiers, to the Speaker’s right are pccupied by the majority, the Cabinet 
ministers, their leaders, sitting on the front bench by the great table. 
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Tliis front bench is accordingly called the * Treasury Bench,’ — the 
Treasury being the leading Cabinet office. On the benches which rise 
to the Speaker’s left sit the minority, their leaders also (the ‘leaders of 
the Opposition,’— the minority being expected, generally with reason, 
to be opposed to all ministerial proposals) on the front bench by the 
table, and so directly facing the ministers, only the table intervening. 

911. II. The Housa of Lords: its Composition. —The House 
U.' Lords consisted during tlie session of 1896 of four hundred 
and ninety-six English hereditary peers (Dukes, Marquises, 
Earls, Viscounts, Barons); the two archbishops^wd twenty-four 
bishops, holding their seats by virtue of their offices; sixteen 
Scottish representative peers, elected by the'whole body of Scottish 
peers to sit for the term of Parliament; twenty-eight Irish peers, 
elected by the peers of Ireland to sit for life; and four judicial 
members known as Lords of Appeal in Ordinary (secs. 915, 923, 
924), sitting as life-peers only, by virtue of their office. 

912. There is no necessary limitation to the number of hereditary 
English {>eers. Peers can he created at will by the Crown (that is, by 
the ministry), and their creation is in fact frequent. Two-thirds of the 
present number of peers hold peerages created in the present century. 
Thirteen were created in the year 1886. Ttye number of Scottish and Irish 
peers is limited by statute. 

913. The House of I.ords is summoned to its sessions when the House 
of Commons is, and the two must always be summoned together. 

914. Function of the House of Lot'ds in Legislation —The 

House of Lords is, in legal theory, coequal in all respects with 
the House of Commons; but, in fact, its authority is, as I have 
already jnore than once said (secs. 859, 868, 890), politically very 
inferior. Its consent is, in law, as necessary as that of the House 
of Commons to every act of legislation; but it does not often 
withhold that consent when the House of Commons speaks 
emphatically and with the apparent concurrence of the nation 
on any matter: 'it then regards it as a mrtter of imperative 
policy to acquiesce. Its legislative function has been well 
summqd up as* a function of cautious revision. It can wisely 
and ssifely stand fast against the Commons ’only when there is 
some doubt as to the will of the people. Its acquiescence, how¬ 
ever, is based usually’upon just views of policy rather than upon 
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mere timidity, and its part in the quieter sorts of law-making is 
still very influential. 

915. The House of Lords as a Supreme Court —Th? House of 
Lords is still, however, in fact as well as in form, the supreme 
court of appeal in England, though it has long since ceased to 
exercise its judicial functions (inherited from the Great Council 
of Norman times) as a body. Those functions are now always 
exercised by the Lord Chancellor, who is ex officio president 
the House of Lords, and four Lords of Appeal in drdinary, who 
are learned judges appointed as life peers, specially to perform 
this duty. These special ‘Law Lords’ are assisted from time to 
time by other lords w*ho have served as judges of the higher 
courts or who are specially learned in the law. 

916. Legislation, therefore, is controlled by the House of Com¬ 
mons, the interpretation of the law by the judicial members of 
the House of Lords. The House of Lords shares with the popu¬ 
lar chamber the right of law-making, but cannot assert that right 
in the face of a pronounced public opinion. The Sovereign, in 
like manner, has theoretically the right to negative legislation; 
but the Sovereign is in the hands of the ministers, and the minis¬ 
ters are in the hands of the Commons; and legislation is never 
negatived. 

917. The Constitution of England consists of law and precedent. 
She has great documents like Magna Charta at the foundation of 
her institutions; but Magna Charta w,as only a royal ordinance. 
She has great laws like the Bill of Rights at the centre of her 
polifft^l system; but the Bill of Rights was only an act of Par¬ 
liament She has no written constitution, and' Parliament may, 
in theory, change the whole structure and principle of her institu¬ 
tions by mere Bill. But in fact Parliament dare not go faster 
than public opinion: anC public opinion in England is steadily 
and powerfully conservative. 

u 

918. That iB a ifery impressive tribute which Sir Erskine May pays to 
the conservatism of a people living under such a form of government 
when he says, “Not a measure has been f«rced upon (Parliament which 
the calm judgment t>f a later time has not since approved; not aj? agita¬ 
tion has failed which posterity has not condemned." 1 

1 Constitutional History, Vol. II., p. 243 t;Am. ed., 1863). 
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919. The Courts of’ Law — The administration of justice has 
always been greatly centralized in England. From a very early 
day judges of the king’s court have ‘gone on circuit,’ holding 
their assizes (sittings) in various parts of the country, in order 
to save suitors the vexation and expense of haling their adver¬ 
saries always before the courts in London. But these circuit 
judges travelled from place to place under special commissions 
4vnm the central Authorities of the state, and had no permanent 
connections with the counties in which their assizes were held: 
they came out from London, were controlled London, and, 
their circuit work done, returned to London. It was, moreover, 
generally only the three courts of Comiilon Law (the Court of 

' King’s Bench, the Court of Common Pleas, and the Court of 
Exchequer) that sent their judges on circuit; the great, over¬ 
shadowing Court of Chancery, which arrogated so wide a juris¬ 
diction to itself, drew all its suitors to its own chambers in West¬ 
minster. The only thing lacking to perfect the centralization 
was a greater uniformity of organization and a less haphazard 
distribution of jurisdiction among the various courts. This lack 
was supplied by a great Judicature Act passed in 1873. By that 
Act (which went into force on the 1st November, 1875), and 
subsequent additional legislation extending to 1879, the courts 
of law, which had grown, as we have seen (sec. 847), out of that 
once single body, the ancient Permanent Council of the Norman 
and Plantagenet kings, were at last,., reintegrated, made up to¬ 
gether into a coordinated whole. 

920. Judicial Reform: the Reorganization of 1873-1879. - - These 
measures of reorganization and unification had been preceded, in 
J846, b^ a certain degree of decentralization. Certain so-called 
County Courts were then created, which are local, not peripatetic 
Westminster, tribunals, and which have, to a considerable extent 
absorbed the assize business, though their function, theoretically, 
is only to assist,* not to supplant, the assizes. „Now, therefore, the 
general outlines of the judicial system are these. The general 
courts of the kingdom #,re combined under the name, Supreme 
Courjj of Judicature. This court is divided fnto two parts, which 
are really two quite distinct courts: namely, the High Court of 
Justice and the Court of Appeal; while over both, as the court of 
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last resort, still stands tlie House of 'Lords. The High Court 
of Justice acts in three divisions, a Chancery Division, a Queen’s 
Bench Division, and a Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty, Division; 
and these three divisions constitute the ordinary courts ,of law, 
inheriting the«jurisdictions suggested by their names. From 
them an appeal lies to the Court of Appeal; from the Court of 
Appeal to the House of Lords. The Coiftity Courts stand re¬ 
lated to the system as the Assizes do. 

921. “The JJjhanceiy Division has five judges besides its president, 
the Chancellor; the Queen’s Bench Division has fifteen judges, of whom 
one, the Lord Chief Justice, is its president; the Probate, Divorce, and 
Admiralty Division has but two judges, of whom one presides over the. 
other.” 1 This arrangement into divisions is a mere matter of convenience; 
no very strict distinctions as to jurisdiction are preserved ; and any changes 
that tlie judges think desirable may be made by an Order in Council. 
Thus an Exchequer Division and a Common Pleas division, which at first 
existed, in preservation of the old lines of organization, were abolished by 
such an Order in December, 1880. The judges assigned to the various 
Divisions do not necessarily or often sit together. Cases are generally 
heard before only one judge; so that the High Court may be said to have 
the effective capacity of twenty-three courts, its total number of judges 
being twenty-three. Only when hearing appeals from inferior tribunals, 
or discharging some other function different from the ordinary trial of cases, 
must two or more, judges sit together. 

922. The Court of Appeals may hear appeals on questions both of 

law and of fact. It consists of the Master of the Rolls and five Lords 
Justices, who may be. said to constitute its permanent and separate bench, 
and of the presidents of the three Divisions t'f the High Court, who may 
be called its occasional members. Three judges are necessary to exercise 
its po^ irs, and, in practice, its six permanent members divide the work, 
holdihg the court in two independent sections. f 

923. The House of Lords may sit, when acting as a court, whefi 
Parliament is not in session, after a prorogation, that is, or even after a 
dissolution: for the House'of Lords when sitting as a court is like its legis¬ 
lative self only in its modes of procedure. In all other respects it is totally 
unlike the body wlpch obeys the House of Commons‘in law-making. It 
is constituted always, as a court, of the Lord Chancellor and at least two 
of the Lords of Appeal in Ordinary of whom I have spoken (sec. 911) ; 
only sometimes are (here added to these a tWd Lord of Appeal in Ordi¬ 
nary, an ex-Lord Chancellor, or one or more of such judges or exgjudges 

* P. W. Maitland, Justice and Tolice (English Citizen Series), pp. 43, 44. 
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of the higher courts as may have found their way to peerages. Other 
members of the House never attend ; or, attending, never vote. 

024. A Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, of which also the 
Lord Chancellor is a member, and which now consists mainly of the same 
Lords of Appeal in Ordinary who act in judicial matters as the House of 
Lords, constitutes a court of last resort for India, the Colonies, the Channel 
Islands, and the Isle of Man, as well as, within certain limits, as a court 
of appeal from the Probate, Divorce, and Admiralty Division of the High 
Court of Justice. , 

■ 926. The, Lord Chancellor is the most notable officer in the whole 
system. He is president of the House of Lords, of the Court of Appeal, 
of the High Court of Justice, and of the Chancery £P" : sion of the High 
Court, and he is a member of the Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun¬ 
cil; and he actually sits in all of these except the High Court,—in the 
House of Lords and the Privy Council always, in the Court of Appeal 
often. More singular still, lie is the prlitical officer of the law: he is a 
member always of the Cabinet, and, like the other members, belongs to a 
party, and goes in or out of office according to the favor of the House of 
Commons, exercising while in office, in some sense, the functions of a 
Minister of Civil Justice. 1 

926. Civil Cases are heard .either by judges of the High Court 
in London, by judges of that court sitting on circuit in the 
various ‘assize towns’ of the county, of which there is always 
at least one for each county, or by the County Courts created 
in 1846, which differ from the old county courts, long since 
decayed and now deprived of all judicial functions, both in their 
organization and in their duties. They consist, not of the sheriff 
and all the freemen of the shire, but of single judges, holding 
their offices during good behavior, assisted by permanent minis¬ 
terial officer3, and exercising their jurisdiction not over vounties 
but in districts much smaller than the counties. They ur§ called 
•tounty courts only by way of preserving an ancient and respected 
name. 

927. The County Courts have jurisdiction in all cases of debt or 
damage where the sum claimed does not exeeed £50, and in certain equity 
cases where not ftiore than £600 is involved, — except that eases of slander, 
libel, seduction, and breach of promise to marry, as well as all matrimonial 
cases, are withhold from tljem. At least, such is their jurisdiction in rough 
outline. A full account would involve many details; for it has been tho 
tendency of all recent judicial legislation in England to give more and more 

, 1 Maitland, p. 68. 
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business, even of the more important kind, to these Courts. Their normal 
importance may be judged from the fact, stated by Mr. Maitland, that 
“most of the contentious litigation in England is about smaller sums 
than" £60. < 

928. A judge of the High Court may send down to a county court, upon 
the application if either party, cases of contract in which the sum claimed 
does not exceed £100. Any case, however small the pecuniary claim in¬ 
volved, may be removed from the county to the Iljgh Court if the judge of 
the county court will certify that important principles of law are likely to 
arise in it, or if the High Court or any judge thereof deems it desirable 
that it should be removed. Appeals from a county court to the High 
Court are tortitid-n in most cases in which less than £20 is involved. 

929. The county court system rests upon the basis of a division of the 
country into fifty-six circuits. All but one or two of these include several 
1 districts ’ — the districts numbering about 600. Each district has its own 
separate court, with its own offices, registrar, etc.; but the judges are ap¬ 
pointed for the circuits,—one for each circuit. They are appointed by 
the Lord Chancellor from barristers of seven years’ standing. 1 

930. Juries are falling more and more into disuse in England in civil 
cases. In all the more important causes, outside the Chancery Division, 
whose rule of action, like that of the old Chancery Court, is 1 no jury,’ a 
jury may be impanelled at the desire of ‘either party ; but many litigants 
now prefer to do without, — especially in the County Courts, where both 
the facts and the law are in a large majority of the cases passed upon by 
the judge alone, without the assistance of the jury of five which might 
in these courts be summoned in all cases of above £20 value. 

931. Criminal Cases are tried either before the county Justices 
of the Peace, who are unpaid officers appointed by the Chancellor 
upon the recommendation of the Lords Lieutenant of the Coun¬ 
ties; before borough Justices, who are paid judges much like 
all otheiy ; or before judges of the High Court .on circuit. The 
jurisdiction of the Justices may be said to include all kut the 
gravest offences, all but those, namely, which are punishable b/ 
death or by penal servitude, and except, also, perjury, forgery, 
bribery, and libel. There are many Justices for each county, 
there being no legal limit to their number; anji they exercise 
their rfiore important functions at general Quarter Sessions, at 
general sessions, that is, held four times yearly. The criminal 

assizes of the High Court also are held four time! a year. All 

A 

1 The various Acts affecting the County Courts were amended and consoli¬ 
dated by the County Courts Act, 1888.' 
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criminal cases, except those of the pettiest character, such as 
police cases, are tried before juries. 

932. •* About one-half of the criminal trials,” it is stated, 1 “ take place 
at county sessions', about one-fourth at borough sessions, the rest at Assizes 
or the Central Criminal Court,” the great criminal com. of London. 

933. Quarter and Petty Sessions. — For the exercise of all their 
more important judicial functions the Justices meet quarterly, in Quarter 
Sessions; but fortninor duties in which it is not necessary for more than 
two Justice* to join, there are numerous Petty Sessions held at various 
points in the counties. Each county is divided by its Quarter Sessions 
into petty sessional districts, and every neighborhoo&is given thus its own 
;ourt of Petty Sessions, — from which in almost all cases an appeal lies to 
Quarter Sessions. Thus the important function of licensing (sec. 966) is 
jxercised by Petty Sessions, subject to appeal to the whole bench of 
[us t ices. 

934. The Justices of the Peace were, as we shall see more particu- 
arly in another connection (secs. 946-900), the general governmental 
mthorilies of the counties until the reform of local government effected 
n 1888, exercising functions of the most various, multifarious, and influ¬ 
ential sort. They are generally country gentlemen of high standing in 
their counties, and serve, aB already stated, without pay. They are 
appointed, practically, for life. The ‘Commission of the Peace,’—the 
commissioning, that is, of Justices of the Peace, — originated in the four-' 
teentk century, and has had a long history of interesting development. 
Considering the somewhat autocratic nature of the office of Justice, it 
has been, on the whole, exercised with great wisdom and public spirit, 
and during most periods with extraordinary moderation, industry, and 
effectiveness. 

935. The duties which Americans associate with the office of Justice of 
the Peace are exercised in England, not by the bench of Justices B'tting in 
Quarter Sessions, — they then constitute, as we have seen, a criminal court 
of v^ry extensive jurisdiction, — but by the Justices singly, s-tting either 

. formally or informally. A single Justice may conduct the preliminary 
examination of a person charged with crime, and may commit for trial if 
reasonable ground of suspicion be proved. t .%. single Justice can also issue 
search warrants to the constabulary for the detection of crime, etc. 

936. Police. «— The police force, or, in more English phrase, 
the constabulary, of the kingdom is overseen from London by the 
Home Office, jivhich makes all general rules as to discipline, pay, 
etc. appoints royal inspectors, and determines, under the Treas¬ 
ury, the amount of state aid to be given to the support of the 

1 Maitland, p. 86. 
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forces; but all the actual administration of the system is under¬ 
taken by the local authorities. In the Counties a joint Com¬ 
mittee of Quarter Sessions and the County Council appoint the 
Chief Constable, who appoints and governs the force with powers 
of summary dismissal and punishment, but who acts in all things 
subject to the governing control of the Committee (sec. 974). In 
those towns which undertake to maintain a force distinct from 
that of the County the Head Constable is chosen by the town 
authorities and the direction of the force is superintended by a 
‘Watch CommfWee ’ of the Town Council. London, which em¬ 
ploys, it is stated, oncgthird of the entire police force of the 
kingdom, has been given a special, exceptional system of its own. 
The city police are governed, by a Commissioner and two Assist¬ 
ant Commissioners who are appointed by the Home Secretary and 
serve directly under his authority. 

< 937. The police throughout the country are given something like mili¬ 

tary drill ami training, the organization being made as perfect, the training 
as thorough, and the discipline as effective as possible. Ex-army officers 
are preferred for the office of Chief Constable. 


II. Local Government. 

93$. Complex Character of Local Government in England.— 

The subject of local government in England is one of extreme 
complexity and, therefore,' for my present purpose of brief de¬ 
scription, one of extreme difficulty. So perfectly unsystematic, 
indeed, are the provisions of English law in this field that most 
of the writers who have undertaken to expound them, —even to 
English readers, — have seemed to derive a certain zest from the* 
despairful nature of their task, — a sort of forlorn-hope enthusi¬ 
asm. The institutions o‘i local government in England have 
grown piece by piece as other English institutions have, and not 
according to any coinplete or logical plan of statutory construc¬ 
tion. They are patch-work, not symmetrical net-work, and the 
patches are of all siz^s, shapes, and materials. 

939. “ For almost every new administrative' function,” complains one 
writer on the subject, “ the Legislature has provided a new area contain¬ 
ing a new constituency, who by a new method of election choose candi- 
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dates who satisfy a new qualification, to sit upon a new board, during a 
new term, to levy a new rate [tax], and to spend a good deal of the new 
revenues in paying new officers and erecting new buildings.’’ 1 

940. It has been the habit of English legislators, instead of 
perfecting, enlarging, or adapting old machinery, to create all 
sorts of new pieces of machinery with little or no regard to their 
fitness to be combined with the old or with each other. The 
..Local Government Act of 1888 represents the first deliberate at¬ 
tempt at systematization; but even that Act did not effect system, 
and itself introduced additional elements of confusion by first 
adopting another Act (the Municipal Corporations Act of 1882) 
as its basis and then excepting particular provisions of that Act 
and itself substituting others in respect, not of all, but of some 
of the local administrative bodies meant to be governed by it. 
The supplementary legislation of 1894 introduced some further 
elements of consistent system; but did not after all very much 
simplify existing methods. It would seem as logical a plan of 
description as any, therefore, to discuss the older divisions and 
instrumentalities first and then treat afterwards of more recent 
legislative creations as of modifications, of however haphazard a 
kind, of these. 

941. General Characterization. — In general terms, then, it 
may be said, that throughout almost the whole of English history, 
only the very earliest periods excepted, counties and towns have 
been the principal units of local government; that the parishes 
into which the counties have been time out of mind divided, 
though at one time of very great importance as administrative 
centres, were in. course of time in great part swallow :d up by 
feudal ^jurisdictions, and now retain only a certain minor*part in 
the function, once exclusively their own, of caring for the poor; 
and that this ancient framework of coco ties, towns, and parishes 
has, of late years, been extensively overlaid and in large part 
obscured: (a) by the combination (1834) of parishes into ‘Unions ’ 
made up quite irrespective of county boundaries and charged not 
only with the immemorial parish duty of maintaining the poor but 
often with sanitary regulation also and school superintendence, 

1 Local Administration (Imperial Parliament Series), by Wm. Rathbone, 
Albert Pell, and F. C. Montague, p. 14. 



404 THE GOVERNMENT OP GREAT BRITAIN. 

and generally with a miscellany of other functions; (6) by the 
creation of new districts for the care of highways; (c) by new 
varieties of town and semi-town government; and (d) by the sub¬ 
division of the counties (1889) into new administrative ‘districts,’ 
charged with ^neral administrative functions. The only dis¬ 
tinction persistent enough to serve as a basis for any classifica¬ 
tion of the areas and functions of the local udministration thus 
constructed is the distinction between Rural Administration ap4> 
Urban Administration, — a distinction now in part destroyed by 
the Act of 18S8*,and of these two divisions of administration 
almost the only general remark which it seems safe to venture 
is, that Rural Administration has hitherto rested much more 
broadly than does Urban on old historical foundations. 

942. The County: its Historical Rootage. —For the County, 
with its influential Justices of the Peace and its wide adminis¬ 
trative activities, is still the vital centre of rural government in 
England; and the Counties are in a sense older than the kingdom 
itself. Many of them, as we have seen (sec. 83G), represent in 
their areas, though of course no longer in the nature of their 
government, separate Saxon kingdoms of the Heptarchy times. 
When they were united under a single throne they retained (it 
would appear) their one-time king and his descendants in the 
elder male line as their eoldormen. They retained also their old 
general council, in which eoldorman and bishop presided, though 
there was added presently to these presidents of the older order 
of things another oflicial, of the new order) the king’s officer, the 
Sheriff. To this council went up, as was of old the wont, the 
priest, till.? reeve, and four select men from every township, 
together with the customary delegates from the ‘hundreds/' 

943. Of course the Counties no longer retain these antique 
forms of government; scarcely a vestige of them now remains. 
But the old forms gave way to the forms of the present by no 
sudden or violent changes, and some of the organs of county gov¬ 
ernment now in existence could adduce plausible proof of their 
descent from the manly, vigorous, self-centred Saxcyr ‘institutions 
of the ancient time. ' 

944. Early Evolution of the County Organs. —In Norman 
times the eoldornian’s office languished in the shadow of the Sher- 
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iff’s great authority. The spiritual and temporal courts were 
separated, too, and the bishpp withdrew in large measure from 
official participation in local political functions. The County 
Court became practically the Sheriff’s Court; its suitors the free¬ 
holders. Its functions were, however, still considerable: it chose 
the officers who assessed the taxes; it was the medium of the 
Sheriff’s military adn inistration; and it was still the principal 
so” roe of justice. ‘But its duties were not slow to decay. As a 
Court it was speedily handed over to the king’s itinerant justices, 
who held their assizes in it and heard all important cases, all 
‘pleas of the Crown.’ Its financial functions became more and 
more exclusively the personal functions of the Sheriffs, who were 
Commonly great barons, who managed in some instances for a 
little while to make their office hereditary, and who contrived 
oftentimes to line their own pockets with the proceeds of the 
taxes: for great barons who were sheriffs were sometimes also 
officials of the Exchequer, and as such audited their own accounts. 
The local courts at last became merely the instruments of the 
Sheriffs and of the royal judges. 

945. Decline of the Sheriff’s Powers. — It was the overbearing 
power of the Sheriffs, thus developed, that led to the great 
changes which were to produce the county government of our own 
day. The interests alike of the Court and of the people became 
enlisted against them. The first step towards displacing them 
was taken when the royal justices were, sent on circuit. Next, 
in 1170, under Henry II ’s capable direction, the great baronial 
sheriffs were tried for malfeasance in office, and, though influen¬ 
tial enough to escape formal conviction, were not inf.uential 
enough to retain their offices. They were dismissed, afid re¬ 
placed by Exchequer officials directly dependent upon the Crown. 
In 1194, in the next reign, it was arranged that certain ‘custo¬ 
dians of pleas of the Crown ’ should be elected in the counties, to 
the further ousting of the Sheriffs from their old-time judicial 
prerogatives. Then came Magna Charta (1215) and forbacte all 
participation bj Sheriffs in the administration of the king’s jus¬ 
tice. filially the tenure of the office of Sheriff which was by that 
time little more than the chief place in the militia of the county 
and the chief ministerial office in connection with the administra- 
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tion of justice, was limited to one yqar. 1 The pulling down of 
the old system was complete; fresh construction had already 
become necessary. 

946. Justices of the Peace. — The reconstruction was effected 
through the appointment of ‘Justices of the Peace/ The expe¬ 
dient of ‘custodians of pleas of the Crown ’ (custodies placitorum 
corona) elected in County Court, as substitutes for the Sheriff in 
the exercise of sundry important functions of local justice, Jiad 
proved unsatisfactory. They, too, like the Sheriffs, were curtly 
forbidden by.Magna Charta to hold any pleas of the Crown; and 
they speedily bficame only the coroners we know (‘crowners ’ 
Shakspere’s grave-digger in Hamlet very appropriately calls 
them), whose chief function it is to conduct the preliminary in* 
vestigation concerning every case of sudden death from an un¬ 
known cause. Better success attended the experiment of Justices 
of the Peace. At first ‘Conservators ’ of the peace merely, these 
officers became, by a statute passed in 1360, in the reign of Ed¬ 
ward III., justices also, intrusted with a certain jurisdiction over 
criminal cases, to the supplanting of the Sheriff in the last of his 
judicial functions, his right, namely, to pass judgment in his 
tourn or petty court on police cases, —to apply the discipline of 
enforced order to small offences against the public peace. 

947. Henceforth, as it turned out, the process of providing 

ways of local government was simple enough, as legislators chose 
to conduct it. It consisted simply in charging the Justices of 
the Peace with the doing of everything that was necessary to be 
done. Slowly, piece by piece, their duties and prerogatives were 
added t^, till the Justices had become immeasurably the most 
important functionaries of local government, combining‘in their 
comprehensive official characters almost every judicial and ad¬ 
ministrative power not u exercised from London. Not till the 
passage of the Local Government Act of 1888 were they relegated 
to their older and more characteristic judicial functions, and their 
administrative anct financial powers transferred to another body, 
the newly created County Council. ( „ 

948. Functions di Justices of the Peace prior to Recent Reforms. 

— The Justice of the Peace has been very happily described as having 

been under the old system “ the state’s man of a’l work.” His multifari- 
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ous duties brought him into the service (a) of the Privy Council, under 
whose Veterinary Department he participated in the administration of 
the Acte relating to contagious cattle diseases ; (6) of the Home Office, 
under which he acted in governing the county constabulary, in conduct¬ 
ing the administration of lunatic asylums, and in visiting prisons ; (c) of 
the Board of Trade, under whose general supervision he provided and 
tested weights and measures, constructed and repaired bridges, and over¬ 
saw highway authorities; and (d) of the Bocal Government Board, under 
■diose superintendence he appointed parish overseers of the poor, exer¬ 
cised, on appeal, a revisory power over the poor-rates, and took a certain 
part in sanitary regulation. The Justices, besides, formerly levied tlie 
county tax, or ‘rate,’ out of which the expenses of County business were 
defrayed; issued licenses for the sale of intoxicating drinks (as they still 
do), for the storage of gunpowder and petroleum, and for other under¬ 
takings required by law to be licensed ; divided the counties into highway, 
polling, and coroner’s districts; issued orders for the removal of paupers 
to their legal places of settlement; fulfilled a thousand and one adminis¬ 
trative functions too various to classify, too subordinate to need enumera¬ 
tion, now that most of them have been transferred to the Councils. Tlifi 
trial of criminal cases, together with the performance of the various func¬ 
tions attendant upon such a jurisdiction, always constituted, of course, 
one of the weightiest duties of their office, aud is now its chief and almost 
only duty. 

949. “Long ago,” laughs Mr. Maitland, speaking before the passage 
of the Act of 1888, “ long ago lawyers abandoned all hope of describing 
the duties of a justice in any methodic fashion, and the alphabet has 
become the only possible connecting thread. A Justice must have some¬ 
thing to do with ‘Railroads, Rape, Rates, Recognizances, Records, and" 
Recreation Grounds’; wrh ‘Perjury, Tetroie“m, Piracy, and Play¬ 
houses’; with ‘Disorderly Houses, Dissenters, Dogs, aud Drainage.’” 1 

950. Chrracter and Repute of the Office of Justice. — The office 
of Justice of the ‘Peace is representative in the same sense, — fot an un¬ 
important sense, — in which the unreformed parliaments of the eidrly part 
of the century were' representative at any rate of the county populations. 
The Justices are appointed from among the more considerable gentry of 
the counties, and represent in a very substantial way the permanent 
interests of the predominantly rural communities over whose justice they 
preside. An interesting proof of their virtually representative character 
appears in the popularity of their office during the greater part of its 
history. Amidst all the extensions of the franchise, all the remaking of 
representative Institutions which this eentury hag,witnessed in England, 
the'Justiceship of the Per.ce remained all the while practically untouched, 

because on all hands greatly respected, until the evident need to introduce 

• 

. 1 Justice and Police, p. 84. 
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system into local government, and the apparent desirability of systematis¬ 
ing it in accordance with the whole policy of recent reforms in England 
by extending the principle of popular representation by election to county 
government, as it had been already extended to administration in the 
lesser areas, led to the substitution of County Councils for the Justices 
as the county‘authority in financial and administrative affairs. 

951. The Lord Lieutenant. — In the rlign of Mary a ‘Lora 
Lieutenant ’ took the place of the Sheriff in the County as head 
of the militia, becoming the chief representative of the Crown in 
the County, "and* subsequently the keeper of the county records 
(Custos Rotulorum). Tire Sheriff, since the completion of this 
change, has been a merely administrative officer, executing tliq. 
judgments of the courts, and presiding over parliamentary elec¬ 
tions. The command of the militia remained with the Lords 
Lieutenant until 1871, when it was vested in the Crown, — 
that is assumed by the central administration. (Compare secs. 
931-935.) 

952. The Reform of 1888. — The reform of local administration 
proposed by the ministry of Lord Salisbury, in the spring of 1888, 
although not venturing so far as it would be necessary to go to 
introduce order and symmetry into a patch-work system, sug¬ 
gested some decided steps in the direction pf simplification and 
coordination. The confusions of the existing arrangements were 
many and most serious. England was divided into counties, 
boroughs, urban sanitary districts, rural sanitary districts, poor- 
law parishes, poor-law unions, highway parishes, and school dis¬ 
tricts; and these areas had been superimposed upon one another 
with aiS astonishing disregard of consistent system, —-^without 
either geographical or administrative coordination. The confu¬ 
sions to be remedied, therefore, consisted (a) of the overlapping 
of the various areas of local government, the smaller areas not 
being in all cases subdivisions of the larger, but defined almost 
wholly without regard to the boundaries of any other areas; (b) 
of a consequent lack of coordination and subordination among 
lopal authorities, fruitful of the waste Of money und the loss of 
efficiency always resulting from confusions and duplications of 
organization; (c) of varieties of time, method, and franchise in 
the choice of local officials; and (d) of an infinite complexity 
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in tfie arrangements regarding local taxation, the sums needed 
for the various purposes of local government (for the poor, for 
example, for the repair of highways, for county outlays, etc.) 
being separately assessed and separately collected, at great ex¬ 
pense and at the cost of a great deal of vexation to the tax¬ 
payer. 

953. The ministry vt first proposed to remedy this confusion, 
at lpast in part, hf largely centering administration, outside the 
greater towns’, in two areas, the County and the District. The 
system of poor-relief, through parishes and unions, was to be left 
untouched, but a beginning was to be made in unification by 
making the Counties and Districts the controlling organs of local 
government; provision was to be made for extensive readjust¬ 
ments of boundaries so that the smaller rural areas might be 
brought into proper relation and subordination to the larger by 
making them in all cases at least subdivisions of counties; both 
County and District were to have representative councils pre- 1 
sumably fitted ultimately to assume the whole taxing function; 
and the franchise by which these bodies were to be elected was 
to be assimilated to the simplest and broadest used in local and 
parliamentary elections. 

954. Only a portion of this reform, however, it turned out, 
could be got through Parliament. The provisions relating to the 
formation of Districts were left out, and only the county was 
reorganized. The larger boroughs were given county privileges; 
the smaller were brought into new and closer relations with the 
reconstructed county governments. London, too, was given a 
county organization. The integration of the smaller areas of 
rural adfhinistration with the new county system was not itccom- 
plished till 1894. 

955. Administrative Counties and Counfy Boroughs. — The Act, ‘ 
as passed, coordinated Counties with what were thenceforth to 
be called ‘county boroughs.’ Every borough of not less than 
fifty thousand inhabitants at the time the Act was passed, or 
which was, before the passage of the Act, treated as a county (in all, 
sixty-one boroughs), was constituted a ‘county* borough, ’ and was 
formally put alongside the county in rank and privileges. This 
did not mean that these boroughs were to be given a county or- 
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ganization. Paradoxically enough, it meant just the opposite, 
that the counties were to be given an organization closely resem¬ 
bling that already possessed by the boroughs. The nomen¬ 
clature of the Act would be more correct, though pobsibly less 
convenient, had it called the counties ‘borough counties ’ instead 
of calling some of the boroughs ‘county boroughs.’ The measure 
has been very appropriately described as an Act to apply the 
Municipal Corporations Act of 1882, whose main provisions date 
back as far as 1835 (sec. 989), to county government, with cer¬ 
tain relatively unimportant modifications. 

956. The counties designated by the Act are dubbed ‘administra¬ 
tive counties,’ because tSiey are not in ail cases the historical counties of 
the map. In several instances counties are separated into parts for the* 
purposes of the reorganization. Thus the East Riding of Yorkshire con¬ 
stitutes one ‘administrative county,’ the North Riding another, and the 
West Riding a third ; Suffolk and Sussex also have each an East and West 
division; Lincoln falls apart into three administrative counties, etc. All 
boroughs of less than 50,000 inhabitants not treated as counties are more 
or less incorporated with the counties in which they lie. (See 997.) 

957. The County Councils: their Constitution. — In pursuance 
of the purpose of assimilating county to borough organization, 
the counties are given representative governing assemblies com¬ 
posed of councillors and aldermen, presided over by a chairman 
whose position and functions reproduce those of the borough 
mayors, and possessing as their outfit of powers almost all the 
miscellany of administrative functions hitherto belonging to the 
Justices of the Peace. There is not, it should be observed, a 
Council and a Board of Aldermen, as in American' cities, but a 
single body known as the Council and composed of two classes of 
members, the one class known as Aldermen, the other as Coun- 
• cillors. These two classes differ from each other, not in power 
or in function, but only in number, term, and mode of election. 
The Councillors are directly elected by the qualified voters of the 
County and hold office for a term of three years; the Aldermen 
are one-third as many as the Councillors in number, are elected 
by'the Councillors, either from their own number or from the 
qualified voters outside, and hold office f at six years, one-half of 
their number, however, retiring every threp years, in rotation. 
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This*single-chambered Council of Aldermen and Councillors elects 
its own chairman, to serve for one year, and pays him such com¬ 
pensation ?s it deems sufficient. During his year of service the 
ihairman exercises the usual presidential, but no independent 
executive, powers, and is authorized to act as a J ustice of the 
Peace, along with the rest of the ‘Commission’ of the County. 

968. Any one nftiy be elected a councillor who is a qualified voter in 
the county, oil who is entitled to vote in parliamentary elections by virtue 
of ownership of property in the county; and in the eoundes, though not 
in the boroughs, from whose constitution this of the n;oiiiitics is copied, 
peers owning property in the county and “ • ierhs in holy orders and 
other ministers of religion ” may be chosen to die Council. 

969. The number of councillors, and consequently also the number 
of aldermen, in each County Council (for «lie latter number is always one- 
third of the former) was fixed in the first instance by an order of the Local 
Government Board, and is in some cases very large. Tints Lancashire 
has a Council (aldermen, of course, included) of 140 members, the West, 
Riding of Yorkshire a council of 120, Devon a council of 104. Rutland, 
whose Council is the smallest, lias 28. The average is probably about 75. 

060. For the election of councillors the county, including such bor¬ 
oughs as are not ‘county boroughs,’ is divided into electoral districts, 
corresponding in number to the number of councillors, one councillor 
being chosen from each district. The number of these districts having 
been determined by the order of the Local Government Board, their area 
and disposition were fixed in the first instance by Quarter Sessions, or, 
within the non-county boroughs needing division, by the borough Council, 
due regard being had to relative population /ind to a fair division of repre¬ 
sentation between rural at.J urban populations. J 

961. The number of councillors and the boundaries of electoral districts 
may be changed by order of the Local Government Board upon the recom¬ 
mendation of the Council of a borough or county. 

962. The County Franchise. — The councillors are elected, to 
Bpeak in the most general terms, by the risident ratepayers of the 
county. Every person, that is to say, not an alien or otherwise 
specially disqualified, who is actually resident within the epunty 
or within seven miles of it, paying rates in the county and occupy¬ 
ing, within th’e.county, either jointly or alone, any house, ware¬ 
house., counting-house, shop, or other building’*for which he pays 
rates is entitled to be enrolled (if his residence has been of twelve 
months’ standing) and to vote as a county elector. 
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963. A person who occupies land in the county of the annual value of 
£10 and who resides in the county, or within seven miles of it, may vote 
in the elections for county councillors though his residence has been of 
only six months’ standing. Single women who have the necessary quali¬ 
fications as taxpayers and residents are entitled to vote as county electors. 
. • 

964. Powers of the County Councils —The Council of each 
County is a body corporate and as sucli may have a common seal, 
hold property, make by-laws, etc. Its by-laws, however, unless 
they concern nuisances, are subject to approval by the Secretary 
of State [tlifc-Home Secretary], and may be annulled by an order 
in Council. 

(1) The Council hoftds and administers all county property, and 
may purchase or lease lands or buildings for county uses; 

(2) With it rests the duty of maintaining, managing, and, when 
necessary, enlarging, the pauper lunatic asylums of the county, 
and of establishing and maintaining, or contributing to, reforma- 
'tory and industrial schools; 

(3) It is charged with maintaining county bridges, and all main 
roads in every part not specially reserved by urban authorities for 
their own management because lying within their own limits; 
and it may declare any road a main road which seems to serve as 
such, and which has been put in thorough repair, before being 
accepted by the county, by the local highway authorities; 

(4) It administers the statutes affecting the contagious diseases 

of animals, destructive insects, fish preservation, weights and 
measures, etc.; , 

(5) It appoints, pays, and may remove the county Treasurer, 
tfte county coroner, the public surveyor, the county analyst, and 
all other officers paid out of the county rates, — except fhe clej'k 
of the Peace and the clerks of the Justices, — including the medi¬ 
cal health officers, though these latter functionaries report, not to 
the Council (the Council receives only a copy of their report), but 
to the Local Government Board, and the only power of the Council 
in the premises is to address to the Board, independently and of 
their own motion, representations as tp the enfqreement of the 
Pflblic Health Acts' where such representations seem necessary; 

(6) It determines the fees of the coroner and controls the 
division of the county into coroners’ districts} 
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(T) It divides tlie county into polling districts also for parlia¬ 
mentary elections, appoints voting plac.es, and supervises the 
registration of voters; 

(8) It sees to the registering of places of worship, of the rules 
of scientific societies, of charitable gifts, etc. 

965. It is obviously impossible to classify or make any generalized 
statement of this misf 11 any of powers: they must be "numerated or not 
stated at all. They are for the most part, though not altogether, the 
administrative powers formerly intrusted to tlie Justices of the Peace. 

966. The Licensing Function, being semi-judicial, is left in most 
cases with the Justices of the Peace; but the County Council is 
assigned the granting of licenses to masU and dancing halls, to 
‘houses which are to be devoted to the public performance of stage 
plays, and for the keeping of explosives. 

967. Oddly enough, the County Council is, by another section of the 
Act of 1888, authorized to delegate its powers of licensing in the case of 
playhouses and in the case of explosives back to the Justices again, acting 
in petty sessions. The same section also permits a similar delegation to the 
Justices of the powers exercised by the Council under the Act touching 
contagious cattle diseases. 

968. The Financial Powers of the Council are extensive and 
important. The Council takes the place of the Justices in deter¬ 
mining, assessing, ~.id levying the county, police, and hundred 
rates, in disbursing the funds so raised, and in preparing or revis¬ 
ing the basis or standard for the county rates; though iu this last 
matter it acts subject to appeal to Quarter Sessions. It may 
borrow money, “on the security of the connty fund,” for the 
purpose of consolidating the county debt, purchasing property for 
the eoiAity, or undertaking permanent public works, prp.nded it 
first obtain the consent of the Local Government Board to the 
raising of the loan. That Board give* or withholds its consent 
only after a local inquiry, and, in case it assents, fixes the period 
within which tlie loan must be repaid, being jtself limited in this 
last particular by a provision of law that the period must? never 
exceed thirty years. 

.069. If the debt of the county already exceftd ten per cent, of‘the 
annual ratable value of the ratable property of the county, or if the pro¬ 
posed loan would raise it above that amount, a loan can he sanctioned 
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only by a provisional order of the Bo^rd, -t-an ordfer, that Is, Which 
becomes valid only upon receiving the formal sanction of Parliament also, 
given by public Act. A county may issue stock, under certain limita¬ 
tions, if the consent of the Local Government Board be obtained. 

070. Additional Powers. — The Act of 1888 provides that any other 
powers which Jjave been conferred upon the authorities of particular locali¬ 
ties by special Act, and which are similar in character to those already 
vested in the County Councils, may be transferred to the proper County 
Councils by provisional order of the Local Government Board; and also 
that a similar provisional order of that Board may conies upon a County 
Council any powers, arising within the County, which are now exercised 
by the Privy-Council, a Secretary of State, the Board of Trade, the Local 
Government Board itself, or any other government department, provided 
they be powers conferred by statute and the consent of the department 
concerned be first secured. 


971. The County Budget —At the beginning of every local 
financial year (April 1st) an estimate of the receipts and expendi¬ 
tures of the year is submitted to the Council, and upon the basis 
of this, the Council makes estimate of the sums to be needed, 
and fixes the rates accordingly. The Council’s estimate is made 
for two six-month periods, and is subject to revision for the 
second six-month period, provided the experience of the first 
prove it necessary either to increase or decrease the amounts to 
be raised. • 


972. Returns of the actual receipts and expenditures of each 
financial year are also made to the Local Government Board, in 
such form and with' such particulars as the Board directs; and 
full abstracts of these returns are annually laid before both 
Houses of Parliament. The county accounts are, moreover, 
periodically audited by district auditors appointed by the Local 
Government Board. The accounts of the county Treasurer are 
audited by the Council. 

973. Loeal rates are assessed exclusively upon reel estate, and, 


until the passage of the Local Government Act of 1888, it was 
the Mbit of Parliament to make annual ‘grants in aid of the 


rates’ from the national purse, with the idea of paying out of 
moneys raised largely upon personal property some part, of the 
expense of local administration. The Act of 1888 substitutes 


another arrangement It provides that all moneys collected from 
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certain licenses (a long list of them, from liquor licenses to licenses 
for male servants and guns), together with four-fifths of one-half 
of the proceeds of the probate duty, shall be distributed among 
the counties from the imperial treasury, under the direction of 
the Local Government Board, for the purpose 01 defraying cer¬ 
tain specified county expenses, notably for the education of pau¬ 
pers and the support' ,i pauper lunatics. 

j74. The Policd Powers, long exercised by the Justices of the 
Peace, are now exercised by a joint committee o* Quarter Ses¬ 
sions and the County Council. This committee k made up, in 
equal parts, of Justices and members of the Council; elects its 
own chairman, if necessary (because of A tie vote) by lot; and 
‘acts, when appointed, not as exerei* ing delegated authority, but 
as an independent body. The term of the committeemen is, how¬ 
ever, determined by the bodies which choose them. 

975. The Parish — Parishes there have been in England ever 
since the Christian church was established there; but the Parish 
which now figures in English local government inherits nothing 
but its name intact from those first years of the national history. 
The church, in its first work of organization, used the smallest 
units of the state for the smallest divisions of its own system: 
it made the township its parish; and presently the priest was 
always to be seen going uj> with the reeve and the four men of the 
township to the hundred and the county courts. Only where the 
population was most numerous did it prove necessary to make 
the parish smaller th°. i the township; only where it was least 
numerous d’d it seem expedient to make the parish larger than 
the township. Generally the two were geographically coincident. 
Puring'much the greater part of English history, too, citizenship 
and church membership were inseparable in fact, as they still are 
in legal theory. The vestry, therefore* which was the assembly 
of church-members which elected the church-wardens and regu¬ 
lated the temporalities of the local church, was exactly the same 
body of persons that, when not acting upon church affairs, con¬ 
stituted the tqwnship ipeeting. It was the village moot ‘ in its 
ecclesiastical aspect.’ And when the township privileges wfcre, 
by feudalization, swallowed up in the manorial rights of the 
baronage, the vestry* was all that remained of the old organizae 
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tion of self-government; for the court/ or civil assembly, of the 
township was superseded by the baron’s manorial court. But 
the church was not absorbed; the vestry remained, am} whatever 
scraps of civil function escaped the too inclusive sweep of the 
grants of jurisdiction to the barons the people were fain to enjoy 
as vestrymen. 

976. The Poor-law Parish. — It was in this way that it fell 
out that the township, when acting in matters strictly non- 
ecclesiastieal, came to call itself the parish, and that it became 
necessary to Sistipguish the ‘civil parish ’ from the ‘ecclesiasti¬ 
cal parish.’ The vestry came at last to elect, not church-wardens 
only, but way-wardens'-also, and assessors; and in the sixteenth 
century (1535, reign of Henry VIII.) the church-wardens were' 
charged with the relief of the poor. We are thus brought within 
easy sight of the parish of to-day. The legislation of the present 
century, which has been busy about so many things, has not 
f&iled to readjust the parish and in most cases, as altered by 
statute to suit the conveniences of political administration, “ the 
modern civil parish coincides neither with the ancient civil par¬ 
ish, nor with the ecclesiastical parish”; but old parochial asso¬ 
ciations still survive, and many of the ancient parochial duties 
connected with the support of the poor. Until 1894 the parochial 
authority was still the ancient vestry, reduced almost to a mini¬ 
mum of powers, indeed, but not yet taken from its seat of con¬ 
trol. In 1894 Parliament .completed the reorganization of local 
government begun in 1888: vestries wer<j relegated, at any rate 
in all rural districts, to the exercise of ecclesiastical functions 
alone; and the parishes, with a new democratic organization, 
became*once more the vital units of local self-government 1 !! , 

977. The Reform of 1894. — All the legislation attempted in 
England during the present century with regard to local govern¬ 
ment, whether its object was first construction or reform, has 
carefully observed .the difference between ‘rurafl ’ and ‘urban ’ 
areas; and the law of 1894 is no exception to the rule. The 
parishes which lie within the limits of, boroughs,or within the 
limits of those more r thickly settled areas which, though without 
borough organization, are yet distinguished by the law as ‘urban ’ 
in their means of local government (sec. 986), are not directly 
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affected by the Act. But "the organization and action of the rural 
parishes are revolutionized. They are made self-governing com¬ 
munes, wi^li a very notable list of powers and privileges. 

978. Every rural parish, great or small, has n >w its primary 
assembly, its parish meeting,' of which every pers' .1 of legal age 
in the parish, man or woman, is a member who is qualified to 
vote for members of uhe County Council (sees. M)2, 903) or for 
members of Parliament (secs. 894, 895); and married women are 
included as well as single. In parishes which L .ve less than 
three hundred inhabitants the parish meeting is *he actual govern¬ 
ing body, unless the County Council sees lit, with the consent of 
the parish electors, to set up a parish conniil (and there were some 
’six thousand such parishes in 1894); but in parishes which have 
a population of more than three hundred a parish council of from 
five to fifteen members,—the County Council determines the 
number in each case, — is given charge of affairs, and the j>arish 
meeting exercises only the functions of electing councillors, con¬ 
senting to the larger sorts of loans, and voting upon the adoption 
and operation of certain statutes, known as the ‘adoptive acts,’ 
which Parliament has left it to them to adopt and act upon or 
not as they please. These are the statutes with regard to street 
lighting and watching, the establishment of baths and wash¬ 
houses, the undertaking of certain public improvements, the 
foundation of public libraries, and like matters. Women, 
whether married or singl ■, are eligible for election to the parish 
councils, and even to tl*f chairmanship of those bodies. The term 
of & parish council is one year. 

97flt Parishes which are governed l>y a parish meeting only J without a 
council, usually appoint ono or more executive committees for the actual 
work of administration ; and, if they ace the ‘ adoptive ’ acts men¬ 
tioned in the last paragraph, they elect commissioners to carry them into 
execution ; but in very many cases the County Councils have given these 
small parishes eouncils, and where there are councils they are the execu¬ 
tive agents of the parish in practically every sort of business. 

980. The chairman of a parish council is ex officio a.Tustice of the Peace 
for the count/ in which be resides; and this feature of the law has, in 
view of the very large number of parishes in every county, radically 
changed the character of the commission of the peace. Any one may 
be a parish councillbr, and any one may he a chairman of a parish 
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council who can be a member of a pariah meeting (sec.' 978;, and a teat 
on the county bench of' Justices is consequently no longer by any means 
the exclusive possession of country gentlemen. 

981. The parish councillors are elected in parish meeting, by a mere 
show of hands, — unless a formal poll be demanded. No elector, what¬ 
ever his property or interest, can cast more than one vote in any one 
parish; but those who have the requisite property qualification in more 
than one parish, can be registered, and can votejjn every parish in which 
they can prove the possession of the requisite amount of property. Mar¬ 
ried women cannot qualify, however, upon the same property upon which 
their husbands have qualified. 

982. Parochial' Powers. — The parish councils (or the parish 
meetings, as the case may be) exercise a miscellany of powers 
variously distributed, until 1894, amongst vestries, church-war¬ 
dens, overseers of the poor, 1 and commissioners of various sorts 
and functions. A parish council is a body corporate, and as 
such owns and manages the property of the parish. It may ac¬ 
quire property by gift or purchase, — not merely for the erection 
of parochial buildings and other directly parochial uses, but also 
for the establishment and maintenance of recreation grounds, and 
for the purpose of making allotments at a fixed rental to such 
residents of the parish as may wish to acquire holdings. It has 
control of the water supply of the parish, and is the local sani¬ 
tary authority; it can acquire, maintain, or change public rights 
of way; it maintains the highways and the enclosed burial 
grounds of the parish; and r it provides for the prevention and ex¬ 
tinguishment of fires'. It fixes the local assessment and tax rate, 
on appeal; prepares the parish register; and appoints the over¬ 
seers and assistant overseers of the poor, who assess the poor rates 
and mafk^ out the jury lists and the lists of parliamentary and 
county voters. The right to appoint the overseers was taken 
over from the Justices of* the Peace. 

983. Supervision. —The County Councils are given supervisory charge 
of the new system qf parish government. They group or divide the par¬ 
ishes for action under the law, in their discretion ; they may create or dis¬ 
solve parish councils in the smaller parishes ; they determine the number 
of members in each parish council; supervise (he action of the parish coun¬ 
cils in the matter of loans and land allotment# ; regulate in some'degree 
the custody and preservation of thp parish books and documents; and in 
many other ways stand superintendent over their Exercise of powers. 
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084. Urban parishes cue for the most part unaffected by the Act of 

1894, and still act in civil as well as in church matters through their ves¬ 
tries, as of old. 

985. The Bural District. —Before 1894 the rural parishes 
were grouped in poor-law Unions, governed, ii sundry other 
matters as well as in the care of the poor, by a Board of Guar¬ 
dians. Various Highway Boards, too, Burial Boards, Bath Com¬ 
missioners, Library Commissioners, and Public Improvement 
Boards, acted for the parishes singly or in groups in the several 
special matters committed to their direction. f Tlie Act of 1894 
substituted ‘Rural Districts ’ for the Unions, gave to each Dis¬ 
trict an administrative Council, and muffed in the hands of that 
Council the various local functions hitherto dispersed and sepa¬ 
rated. The District Council is elected for a term of three years 
(as the Board of Guardians was), and is charged with the general 
oversight and conduct of all business affecting the common inter¬ 
ests of the parishes embraced within this District in matters of 
local government. It takes the place of the old Board of Guar¬ 
dians in the administration of the poor law, and is the general 
highway, sanitary, and administrative body of the District. Its 
members are elected by the parishes in parish meeting, and any 
one may be chosen who is a parochial elector in one of the par¬ 
ishes of the District, or who has resided in the District for a 
twelvemonth preceding the election. The chairman of a District 
Council, like the chairman of a,parish council, is ex officio a Jus¬ 
tice of the Peace for the county. 

986. The Urban District. — The urban parishes, outside incor¬ 

porated boroughh, are also grouped into Districts, each with its 
administrative Council, and to these Councils are assigiiei much 
the same powers as those which are ex' '.oised by the Councils of 
the rural Districts, except that they cX> not constitute the poor- 
law authority of the District. That is still, in the urban Dis¬ 
tricts, a distinct? and separate Board of Guardtsus, selected/or the 
purpose. The Local Government Board may, in its discretion, 
confer upon*JJrban District Councils, bj’ order, any or all of 
the .powers of rural parish councils, however, and so render 
them the most important administrative authorities for their 
area. * 
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987. Women are eligible to serve upon District Councils as weft as 
upon parish councils, and are eligible also to be chosen chairmen ; though 
a woman, if chairman, is not entitled to act as a Justice of the Peace. 

988. The County Councils have a certain very considerable*supervisory 
power over both Rural and Urban District Councils, fixing or altering the 
number of Cotncillors, hearing appeals from the parishes against their 
action or default, etc. 

989. Municipal Corporations. — The constitution of those Eng¬ 
lish towns which have fully developed municipal Organizations 
rests upon tlis Municipal Corporations Act of 18.‘>5 and its vari¬ 
ous amendments,‘as codified in an Act of 1882 of the same name. 
This latter Act is, in ite turn, in some degree altered by the Local 
Government Act of 1888. If the inhabitants of any place wish* 
to have it incorporated as -a municipality, they must address a 
petition to that effect to the Privy Council. Notice of such a 
petition must be sent to tlie Council of the county in wliicli the 
place is situate and also to the Local Government Board. The 
Privy Council will appoint a committee to consider the petition, 
who will visit the place from which the petition comes and there 
see and hear for themselves the arguments pro and con. All 
representations made upon the subject by either the County 
Council or the Local Government Board must also be considered. 

« 

990. Generally there is considerable local opposition either to such a 
petition being offered or to its being granted when offered ; for the govern¬ 
ment of the place is usually already in the hands of numerous local author¬ 
ities of one kind or another who do not relish the idea of being extin¬ 
guished ; and there are always, besides, persons who do not care to take 
part in bearing the additional expenses of a more elaborate* organization. 

991. ” if the petition be granted, the Privy Council issues ft 
charter of incorporation to the place, arranging for the extinction 
of competing local authorities, setting the limits of the new 
municipality, determining the number of its councillors, and 
often .even marking out its division into wards. * 

992. Once incorporated, the town takes its constitution ready¬ 
made from the Act under whose sanction it petitioned for incor¬ 
poration. That Act provides that the borough shall be governed 
by a mayor, aldermen, and councillors. The councillors hold 
office for a term of three years, one-third of their number going 



THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


421 


out7 in rotation, every year. There are always added to the 
councillors one-third as many aldermen elected by the councillors 
for a term of six years, one-half of their number retiring from 
office every three years, by rotation. The mayo' is elected by 
the Council, — by the aldermen and councillors that is, who 
constitute but a single body, — holds office for one year only, 
and, unlike the councillors and aldermen, receive" a salary. The 
councillors are elected by the Resident ratepayers of the borough. 
“ Every person who occupies a house, warehouse, ..hop, or other 
building in the borough, for which he pays rate , an-:, who resides 
within seven miles of the borough, is entitled to be enrolled as a 
burgess.” 1 

* 993. Judicial Status of Boroughs. — Whatever powers are 
not specifically granted to a municipality remain with previously 
constituted authorities. The Municipal Corporations Act does 
not provide for the exercise of judicial powers by the authorities 
of a borough by virtue of their separate incorporation. Unless 
additional special provision is made to the contrary, a munici¬ 
pality remains, for the purposes of justice, a part of the county. 
By petition, however, it may obtain an additional ‘commission of 
the peace ’ for itself, or even an independent Court of Quarter 
Sessions. Either, then, («) a borough contents itself in judicial 
matters with the jurisdiction of the couuty Justices; or ( b ) it 
obtains the appointment of additional Justices of its own, who 
are, however, strictly, members of tjie county commission and 
can hold no separate Cmrt of Quarter Sessions; or (c) it aecpiires 
the privilege of having Quarter Sessions of its own. In the latter 
ease a professional lawyer is appointed by the Crown, under the 
title of Recorder, to whom is given the power of twc| Justices 
acting together and the exclusive right t.i> hold Quarter Sessions, 
— who is made, as it were, a multiple Justice of the Peace. 

994. Boroughs which have a separate commission of the peace are 
known as “counties of towns” ; those which ha.te independent Quarter 
Sessions as 1 ‘ quarter sessions boroughs. ’ ’ Every mayor is ex offirio Justice 
of the Peace, and continues to enjoy that office for one year after the expi¬ 
ration of his term as mayor. This is true even <yhen his borough has no 
separate commission of Jbe peace. 

1 Chalmers, Local Government, p. 74. 
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995. County Boroughs. — In every Jwrdugh thfe mayor, alfiep 
men, and councillors, who sit together as a single body, constitute 
the ‘Council ’ of the corporation; and the powers of the Council, 
if the borough be a ‘County Borough,' are very broad indeed. 
Since the passage of the Local Government Act of 1888, it is 
necessary to distinguish, in the matter of powers, several classes 
of boroughs. {County Boroughs ’ stand ajjart from the counties 
in which they lie, for all purposes of local government, as com¬ 
pletely as the several counties stand apart from each other. Ex¬ 
cept in the single matter of the management of their police force, 
they may not even arrange with the county authorities for merg¬ 
ing borough with county affairs. Their Councils may be said, in 
general terms, to have, within the limits of the borough, all the 
powers once belonging to the county Justices except those strictly 
judicial in their nature, all the sanitary powers of urban sanitary 
authorities, often the powers of school administration also, —all 
regulative and administrative functions except those of the poor- 
law Unions into which urban parishes are still grouped. In the 
case of these ‘county boroughs,’ all powers conferred upon coun¬ 
ties are powers conferred upon them also. 

096. If the Council of any borough or of a county make representation 
to the Local Government Board that it is desirable to constitute a borough 
which has come to have a population of not less than fifty thousand a 
‘ county borough,’ the Board shall, unless there be some special reason to 
the contrary, hold a local inquiry and provide for the gift of county status 
to the borough or not'as they think best. If they order the borough con¬ 
stituted a 1 county borough,’ the order is provisional merely, and must be 
confirmed by Parliament. ‘ 

997.* ^ther Boroughs. —Boroughs which have not beeft put in 
the same rank with counties and given full privileges of self-ad- 
ministration as ‘county bqroughs, ’ fall into three classes in respect 
of their governmental relations to the counties in which they lie: 

(1) Those which t have their own Quarter Sessions and whose 
population is ten thousand or more. These constitute for several 
purposes of local government parts of thf counties ia which they 
are situate. The main roads which pass through them are cared 
for by the county authorities, unless witfiin twelve months after 
the date at which the Act of 1888 went into operation (or after 
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the*date at winch any rfi*d was declared a ‘main road’) the 
urban authorities specially reserved the right to maintain them 
separately. They contribute to the county funds foi the pay¬ 
ment of the costs of the assizes and judicial sessions held in them. 
They send members, too, to the County Council. Their repre¬ 
sentatives, however, cannot vote in the County Council on ques¬ 
tions affecting expenditures to which the parishes < l the borough 
do not contribute by assessment to the county rates. Beyond 
the few matters thus mentioned, they are as independent and 
as self-sufficient in their organization and power j as the ‘county 
boroughs ’ themselves. * 

(2) Boroughs which have separate Qua*? r Sessions but whose 
•population numbers less than ten thousand. These are made by 
the Act of 1888 to yield to the Counoils of the counties in which 
they lie the powers once exercised by their own Councils or Jus¬ 
tices in respect of the maintenance and management of pauper 
lunatic asylums, their control of coroners, their appointment of 
analysts, their part in the maintenance and management of re¬ 
formatory and industrial schools, and in the administration of the 
Acts relating to fish conservation, explosives, and highways and 
locomotives. 

(3) Boroughs which have not a separate court of Quarter Ses¬ 
sions and whose population is under ten thousand are for all 
police purposes parts of the counties in which they are situate, 
and have, since 1888, been, for all save a few of the more exclu¬ 
sively local matters of :vif-direction, merged m the counties, in 
whose Councils they are, of course, like all other parts of the 
counties, represented. 

* 1 . 

• 998. Every borough has its own paid Clerk and Treasurer, who are 

appointed by the Council and hold office during its pleasure, besides 
“ such other officers as have usually been appointed in the borough, or as 
the Council think necessary.” If a borough have its own Quarter Ses¬ 
sions, it has also, as incident to that Court, its own^Clerk of the Peace and 
its own Coroner. * 

999. The Financial Powers of a municipal Council are in all cases 
strictly limited as regard^ the borrowing of money. “ In each instance, 
when a loan is require^ by a municipal corporation, the controlling au¬ 
thority [the Local Government Board] is to be applied to for its consent 
A local inquiry, after 1 due notice, is then held, and if the loan is approved, 
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a term of years over which the repayment is to extend is fixed by the 
central authority.” 1 The. same powers are exercised by the Local Gov¬ 
ernment Board with regard to the larger loans of parish and district Coun¬ 
cils also. * 

1000. “The accounts of most local authorities are now audited by the 
Local Government Board, hut boroughs are exempt from this jurisdiction. 
The audit is conducted by three borough auditors, two elected by the 
burgesses, callej) elective auditors, one appointed^ the mayor, called the 
mayor’s auditor.” 2 

1001. Boroughs and Urban Districts. —The difference between 
boroughs and ur^an districts is not at all a difference of size, — 
boroughs range from a few hundred to half a million inhabitants 
and urban districts froth a few hundred to a hundred thousand ;* 
it has hitherto been a difference, apparently, of local preference, 
rather, and of legal convenience. The boundaries of a borough, 
when once fixed by a charter of incorporation, could, until the 
passage of the Act of 1888, be altered only by a special Act of 
Parliament: it was much easier to apply to the Local Govern¬ 
ment Board, which could of its own authority create what was 
then known as an Urban Sanitary District. As towns already 
incorporated grew, therefore, the added portions became inde¬ 
pendently incorporated as Urban Sanitary Districts, and thus 
the town was pieced out. One writer was able to say, in 1882, 
“Nowhere, from one end of England to the other, do we find 
an instance (Nottingham alone excepted) of a large borough 
which is municipally self-contained, and consequently self-gov¬ 
erning.” 3 

1002. In the Local Government Act of 1888 it was provided that the 
boundaries of a borough might be altered by provisional ordcj of the 
Local' Government Board, upon the address of the borough Council, 
This order, being provisional, must receive the sanction of Parliament, 
and is made only after lqpal inquiry. Tlie proceedings, therefore, for 
changing the boundaries of a borough were still left much more elaborate 
and difficult than the free action of the Local Government Board with 
reference to urban districts. 

1003. Central Control of Urban Authorities. —Full piunicipal cor¬ 
porations look partly 4 (in the matter of sanitary regulation, for example,) 

1 Bunce, Cobden Club Essays, 1882, p. 283; title, “ Municipal Boroughs 
and Urban Districts.” ^.Chalmers', p. 87. « 8 Bunce, p. 298. 
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to the Local Government Board as a central authority exercising powers 
of supervision, partly (in the management of the constabulary, for in¬ 
stance,) to the Home Office, and partly (if seaports) to the Board of 
Trade, firban Districts, however, have but a single central authority set 
over them, the Local Government Board. 

1004. London. — The metropolis was, until the passage of the 
Act of 1888, the^ ui&olved problem, the un regenerate monster, 
of local government in Engl aril. The vast aggregation of houses 
and population known by the world its ‘ London,’ si reading its 
unwieldy bulk over parts of the three counties o'? Middlesex, 
Surrey, and Kent, consisted of the City of London, a small cor¬ 
poration at its centre confined within almost forgotten boundaries, 
still possessing and belligerently defending mediaeval privileges 
and following mediaeval types of organization and procedure, and, 
round about this ancient City as a nucleus, a congeries of hundreds 
of old parishes and new urban districts made from time to time 
to meet the needs of newly grown portions of the inorganic mass. 
This heterogeneous body of medimval trade guilds, vestries, and 
sanitary authorities had been in some sort bound together since 
1855 by a Metropolitan Board of Works which exercised certain 
powers over the whole area outside the ‘ City.’ 

1005. The Local Government Act of 1888 made of the metrop¬ 

olis, not a ‘county borough,’ but a county, — the ‘Administra¬ 
tive County of London ’ — with its own Lord Lieutenant, Sheriff, 
and Commission of the Teace, as weM -as its own Council. Its 
numerous parishes were, iaft to act, as formerly, under their sev¬ 
eral vestries■; and the Act of 1894 has given to those vestries the 
same constitution and substantially the same powers that are 
elsewhere in the kingdom possessed by the Urban Distilci Coun¬ 
cils (sec. 986). The ‘ City ’ is left to occupy its separate place 
in the great metropolitan county as a Quarter sessions borough 
not enjoying separate county privileges,—with some limitations 
special to its case. '* , 

1006. Thp number of councillors in the London County Council is fixed 
at twice the number of niembers returned to Parliament at the time of 
the passage of the Act of 1888 by the various constituencies of the metro¬ 
politan area. The councillors, thus, number 118. The Council of the 
Metropolis is put upoh an exceptional footing with regard to its quota of 
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aldermen. The aldermen are to be onersixth, instead of •ne-thirl, as 
many as the councillors. The total membership of the London Council 
is, therefore, 137. 

1007. School Districts. — The only important area remaining 
to be mentioned is the School District. Under the great Education 
Act of 1870 and the supplementary Acts of 1876 and 1880, Eng¬ 
land is divided •‘hr educational purposes info districts which are 
under the supervision of the Eduction Department of the Privy 
Council (sec. 883). These districts are not mapped out quite so 
independently of previously existing boundaries as other local 
areas have been; they are made to coincide, so far as possible, 
with parishes or with municipal boroughs, the adjustment of their 
boundaries being left, however, to the discretion of the EdueaA 
tion Department. Those districts which desire such an organiza¬ 
tion are given an elective School Board, chosen by the ratepayers, 
which has power to compel attendance upon the schools in accord¬ 
ance with the Education Acts, and to provide, under the direction 
of the Department, the necessary SQhool accommodation. Other 
districts are governed in school matters by an Attendance Com¬ 
mittee, simply, which is a sub-committee of some previously ex¬ 
isting authority (in boroughs, of the town council, for instance) 

and whose only duties are indicated by its name. 

* 

1008. The plan of public education in England contemplates the assist¬ 
ance and supplementing of private endeavor. Where private schools 
suffice for the accommodation of the school population of a district, the 
government simply superintends, and, under certain conditions, aids. 
Where private schools are insufficient, on the other hand, the government 
establishes schools of its own under the control of a sphool board. 

1009. jCentral Control — The plan of central control ‘in Eng¬ 
land is manifestly quite indigenous. The central government is 
not present in local administration in the person of any superin¬ 
tending official like the French Prefect (secs. 442, 445, 454), or 
any dominant board like the ‘Administration’*of the'Prussian 
Government District (secs. 600-604). There has, indeed, been 
developing in England throughout the lg.st half of this century a 
marked tendency t« bring local authorities more and more, under 
the supervision in important matters of ‘the government depart¬ 
ments in London,— a tendency which has led to the concentre 
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tioft, sine* 1871, in the hands of the Local Government Board of 
various powers once scattered among such authorities as the 
Home Office, the Privy Council, etc. But this tendency, which is 
towards control, has not been towards centralization. It has, so 
far, not gone beyond making the advice of the ceidxal authority 
always accessible by local officers or bodies, and its consent 
necessary to certain glasses of local undertakings. The central 
government has net itself often assumed powers of origination or 
initiative in local affairs. Even where the Local Government 
Board is given completest power the choice of the officers who are 
to put its regulations into force is generally left with the rate¬ 
payers in the ulotricts concerned. Thu,, the authority of the 
Board over the Guardians of the Poor is complete; but the Guar¬ 
dians are elected in the parishes. Its authority in sanitary matters 
makes its directions imperative as to the execution of the Public 
Health Acts; but in many cases the local health officers are 
appointees of the local bodies. It may disallow the by-laws 
passed by the boards of sanitary districts, and the by-laws enacted 
by the county authorities, unless they affect nuisances, may be 
annulled by an order in Council; but these are powers sparingly, 
not habitually, used. In the matter of borrowing money, too, 
local authorities are narrowly bound by the action of the Local 
Government Board;' and its assent to propositions to raise loans 
is seldom given ■without very thorough inquiry and without good 
reason shown. But all these are functions of system, so to say, 
rather than of centralization. Coordination in methods of poor- 
relief is sought, that relief being given under national statutes, 
and the cooperation of central with local judgment in financial 
matters,'local debts constituting a very proper subdivision-of na¬ 
tional finance. But the spirit in which the control is exercised, as 
well as the absence of permanent officials, representing the central 
authority in local government, and even of permanent instrumen¬ 
talities for the administration of financial advics, bespeak a system 
of cooperation and advice rather than of centralization. 

1010. Local Government in Scotland. — An Act of 1889 ex¬ 
tended, to Scotland a system of county government substantially 
the same as that created for England by the Act of 1888; and the 
Act of 1894 put parish councils like those of England into the 
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place formerly held by parochial Boards,‘and erefctcd a separate 
Local Government Board for Scotland, of which the Secretary for 
Scotland was made President. 

Tiie Government of the English Colonies. 

1011. English Colonial Expansion. —Doubtless the most sig¬ 
nificant and momentous fact of modern history is the wide diffu¬ 
sion of the English race, the sweep bf its commerce, the dominance 
of its institutions, its imperial control of the destinies of half 
the globe. Whdn, by reason of the closing of the old doors of 
the East by the Turk a#d the consequent turni'-y Jjout of Europe 
to face the Atlantic instead of the Mediterranean, England was 
put at the front instead of at the back of the nations of the Con¬ 
tinent, a profound revolution was prepared in the politics of the 
world. England soon defeated Holland and Spain and Portugal, 
her rivals for the control of the Atlantic and its new continents; 
and steadily, step by step, she has taken possession of almost 
every new land worth the having'in whatever quarter of the 
globe. With her conquests and her settlers have gone also her 
institutions, until now her people everywhere stand for types of 
free men, her institutions for models of free government. 

1012. English Colonial Policy. — It was only by slow degrees, 
however, that England learned the right policy towards her colo¬ 
nies. She began, as Home did, by regarding her possessions as 
estates, to be farmed for her own selfish benefit. Nothing less 
than the loss of America sufficed to teach her how short-sighted 
such a policy was. But, unlike Rome, she was. fortunate enough 
to lose t|he best part of her possessions without being* herself 
overwhelmed; and even after the loss of America time and op¬ 
portunity offered for tho,building up of another colonial empire 
scarcely less great. 

1013. Towards ]*er present colonies her policy is most liberal; 
for the England of the present day is a very different England 
from that which drove America into rebellion. Even the notable 
lesson emphasized in the loss of America would not have (sufficed 
to bring England to her senses touching her true interests in the 
colonies, had she not herself spfeedily thereafter been brought by 
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other causes to a changoof heart. The movements of opinion 
which stirred her to religious revival, to prison reform, to en¬ 
lightened charity, to the reform of parliamentary representation, 
to a general social and political regeneration, stirrt ' her also, no 
doubt, to vouchsafe to her colonists full rights as,.Englishmen. 

1014. Lord Durham in Canada. —The turning point was 
reached in 1837, whqn a rebellion broke out in Lower Canada. 
Lower Canada ^as French Canada. Its government, like the 
governments of the American states south of if in their own 
colonial times, consisted of an Executive, -i Legislative Council 
nominated by the Crown, and a legislative chamber elected by 
the colonists. XM.e colonists had been exasperated by just such 

’arbitrariness and lack of sympathy on the part of the Governor 
and his Council, and just such efforts to make the salaries and 
the maintenance of the judicial officers of the colony independent 
of the appropriations voted by the popular assembly, as had 
hastened the separation of the United States from England; add 
at last rebellion had been made to speak the demands of the colo¬ 
nists for constitutional reform. The rebellion was put down, but 
the defeated colonists were not treated as they would have been 
in 1776. A royal commissioner was sent out to them from the 
mother country to redress their grievances by liberal measures of 
concession and reform. This commissioner was Lord Durham. 
He spoiled his mission by v eil-meant but arbitrary conduct which 
was misunderstood at hoiae, and lie v r as recalled; but his report 
upon the condition of Canada and the measures necessary for 
her pacification may justly be called the fountain head of all that 
England has siitee done for the betterment of government m her 
polonies. Lord Durham recommended nothing less thaij Complete 
self-government, with interference from England in nothing but 
questions immediately and evidently a'Tecting imperial interests. 
1847 saw independent responsible self-government completely es¬ 
tablished in Cahada, and subsequent years have seen it extended 
to all the British colonies capable of self-direction. 

1015. The Self-governing Colonies. — The English colonies, as 
at present organized, may be roughly classified in two groups as 
(a) Self-governing and ( b ) Crovm colonies. The self-governing 
colonies are nine in number; namely, Canada, Newfoundland, 



430 THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

1 i ’ (. 

Cape of Good Hope, the four colonies of the east and south of 
Australia (Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria, South Aus¬ 
tralia), Tasmania, New Zealand. In all of these there .is prac¬ 
tically complete independence of legislation in all matters not 
directly touching imperial interests: and in all there is full re¬ 
sponsible government,—government, that is, through ministers 
responsible to representatives of the peoplo< for their policy and 
for all executive acts, because chosen from and representing the 
majority in the popular chamber. In the Cape of Good Hope, 
Tasmania, Victoria, and South Australia, both branches of the 
legislature are elected; in the other five the upper chamber, the 
Legislative Council, as *it is invariably called outside of Canada, is 
nominated by the Executive. But the origin of the upper chamber 
does not affect the full responsibility of the ministers or the prac¬ 
tically complete self-direction of the colony. 

1016. The Government of Canada. — In 1840 Parliament pro¬ 
vided by Act for the union of Upper and Lower Canada (now the 
provinces of Ontario and Quebec) uppn a basis suggested by Lord 
Durham’s report; but the legislative union of these two provinces, 
the one English, the other almost wholly French, was ill-advised 
and proved provisional only. Although an Act of 1854 granted 
to the united colonies a government as nearly as might be mod¬ 
elled upon the government of England herself, no satisfactory 
basis of self-government was reached until, by the ‘British North 
America Act ’ of 1867, the polonies were at once separated and re¬ 
integrated by means of a federal constitution. That Act is the 
present constitution of the “ Dominion of Canada.” , Under that 
constitution the seven provinces now comprised within the Do¬ 
minion, 1 gamely, Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick; 
Manitoba, British Columbia, and Prince Edward Island, have 
each a separate parliament and administration. In each a Lieu¬ 
tenant-Governor presides; in each, as in the Dominion itself, there 
is a ministry responsible for its policy and executive acts 'to a par¬ 
liament fully equipped for self-direction in local affairs. 

„ 1017. The provisions of the British North America Act were drafted in 
Canada and accepted by the Parliament in E lgland without alteration. 
In the division of powers which they make between the government of 
the Dominion and the governments of the several provinces, they differ 
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wry radically in character from the provisions of our own federal constitu¬ 
tion. Our constitution grants certain specified powers to the general gov¬ 
ernment and reserves the rest to the states; the British North America 
Act, on the contrary, grants certain specified powers to the provinces and 
reserves all others to the government of the Dominion. A mong the powers 
thus reserved to the federal government is that of enacting all criminal 
laws. 

1018. In Ontario, JJritish Columbia, and Manitoba the legislature con¬ 
sists of but a single house. 

* > 

1019. The government of the Dominion is fcr the most part 
a very faithful reproduction of the government of* the mother 
country. The Crown is represented by the Governor-General, 
who acts in the administration of the colony as the Crown acts 
In the administration of the kingdom, through responsible minis¬ 
ters, and whose veto upon legislation is never used, though bills 
about whose bearing upon imperial policy there were serious 
doubts have been reserved for the approval of the queen in Cou i- 
cil (that is of the ministry of the day in England). The Governor- 
General’s cabinet is known as the Queen’s Privy Council and 
consists (1897) of thirteen members, representing the majority in 
the popular house of the legislature, leading that house in legisla¬ 
tion, and in all its functions following the precedents of responsi¬ 
ble cabinet government established in England. The legislature 
consists of two houses, the Senate and the House of Commons. 
The Senate consists of eighty-one members nominated for life by 
the Governor-General,—‘.hat is, in eilsct, appointed by the Do¬ 
minion ministers; for in the composition of the Senate, as in the 
creation of peers at home, the advice of the ministers is decisive. 
Each Senator must be at least thirty years of age, must reside in 
the province for which he is appointed, and must posses,| therein 
property, real or personal, to the value of four thousand dollars. 
The House of Commons consists o' j ro hundred and thirteen 
members elected from the several provinces, for a term of five 
years, upon the* basis of one representative for every 22,§88 in¬ 
habitants, it being understood, however, that Quebec shall never 
have less than sixty-five ^members. 

> * 

1020. The fourteen i musters composing the Council or cabinet are, a 
Prime Minister and President of the Council, a Secretary of State, a Min¬ 
ister of Trade and Commerce, Ministers of Justice, Marine and Fisheries, 
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Railways and Canals, Militia and Defence, Finance, Agriculture, Ptfblic 
Works, Interior, a Postmaster General, and two ministers without 
portfolios. 

1021. The distribution of representation in the Dominion House ot 

Commons is at present as follows: Ontario has 92 members, Quebec 65, 
Nova Scotia *0, New Brunswick 14, Manitoba 7, British Columbia 6, 
Prince Edward Island 5, and the North West Territories 4. The repre¬ 
sentatives arc efected by a franchise based upoji a small property quali¬ 
fication. 1 

1022. The Parliament of the Dominion miiy be dissolved by the Gov- 
cmor-Geneiriljipon the advice of the ministers and a new election held, as 
in England, whert an appeal to the constituencies is deemed necessary or 
desirable. 

1023. The Governments of Australia. —The governments of the 
Australian colonies are not' different in principle, and are very 
slightly different in structure, from the government of Canada, 
except that in Australia the colonies stand apart in complete 
independence of each other, having as yet (1897) no formal fed¬ 
eral bonds, no common authority nearer than the mother country. 
Alike in Queensland and in New South Wales there is a nomi¬ 
nated Legislative Council and an elected Legislative Assembly; 
but in Queensland a property qualification is required of the 
electors who choose the lower house, while in New South Wales 
there is no such limitation upon the suffrage.' In South Australia 
and Victoria both houses of the legislature are elected; in both a 
property qualification is required of the electors who choose the 
members of the upper house, and in Victoria a like qualification 
for membership of the upper house, also. In Victoria certain 
educational and professional qualifications are’ allowed to take 
the placq of a property qualification. In each of the colonies thp 
governor plays the part of a constitutional monarch, acting always 
upon the advice of ministers responsible to the popular chamber 

1024. The Powers of the Colonial Courts. — The action of the 
courts.in the colonies on certain questions furnishes an instructive 
counterpart to the constitutional functions of our own courts. 
The colonial governments are conducted under written constitu¬ 
tions as our own 'governments are, though their constitutions 
are imperial statutes while ours are drafted by conventions and 
adopted by a vote of the people. And colonial courts exercise the 
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sai?e power of'constitutional iuterpi’etation that belongs to our 
own courts and that has often been carelessly assumed to be a 
peculiar prerogative of theirs. They test acts of legislation by 
the grants of power under which they are enact. .1, an appeal 
lying from them to the Judicial Committee of the 1 rivy Council 
in England, which serves as a general supreme court for the 
colonies (secs. 924,10J1). 

1025. The constitutionality of Jaws passed oy the Domimon Parliament 
in Canada is considered first by the courts of the Dome ion, ^oing thence, 
if appealed, to the Privy Council. 

1026. The C*. m Colonies. — All thos # - colonies which have 
not responsible self-government are classed as Crown colonies, 
colonies more or less completely directed by the Colonial Office 
in London. They range in organization all the way from mere 
military administrations, such as have been established in St. 
Helena and Gibraltar, through those which, like Trinidad ai^t 
the Straits Settlements, have both a nominated Executive and a 
nominated Legislative Council, and those like Jamaica, whose 
nominated Executive is associated with a Legislative Council in 
part elected, to those like the Bahamas and Bermuda, in which 
the Councils are altogether elected, but which have no respon¬ 
sible ministry. 

1027. Powers of Colonial Governors. — It is interesting to have 
the testimony of one of the most capable and eminent of English 
colonial administrators us to the relative desirability of the post 
of governor in a colony in which he is governor indeed, with no 
ministers empowered to force their advice upon him, and in a 
colony Vffiere he must play the unobtrusive part of constitutional 
monarch. Lord Elgin says with great confidence, in hlfe Letters, 
that his position as governor of Gs-tad'’ was a position of greater 
official power than his position, previously held, as governor of 
Jamaica He declares his unhesitating belief that there is “more 
room for the exercise of influence on the part of the governor ” 
in such a colony as Canada, where he must keep in the back¬ 
ground and scrupulously heed his ministers, Jhan under any other 
arrangement that ever was before devised, although his influence 
there is of course “ wholly moral — an influence of suasion, sync 
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patliy, and moderation, which soften^ the temper while it Ele¬ 
vates the aims of local politics.” 1 This is but another way 
of stating the unquestionable truth that it is easier, as well 
as wiser, to govern with the consent and cobperation of the 
governed than without it, — easier to rule as a friend than as 
a master. * 

1028. India. — India stands in matters of government, as in so 
many other respects, entirely apart from the rest of the British 
Empire. It is governed, through the 'instrumentality of its 
Governor-General and his Council, directly from London by a 
member of the Cabinet, the Secretary of State for India. The 
Secretary of State is assisted by a Council of 4 n.-» or more mem¬ 
bers appointed by the Crown from among persons who have* 
resided or served in India. -Acting under the Secretary of State 
and his Council in London, there is the Governor-General of 
India, who is also assisted by a Council of from five to six mem¬ 
bers, appointed by the Crown,— a Council which is first of all 
administrative, but which, when reenforced by from ten to six¬ 
teen additional members nominated by the Governor-General, has 
also the functions of a legislative council. 

1029. The work of the Governor-tGeuerars Council is divided among 
some six or seven departments, one of which, that of foreign affairs, is 
generally kept in the hands of the Governor-General himself. These de¬ 
partments do not constitute a ministry; they are regarded simply as com¬ 
mittees of the Council. The sessions of the reenforced or legislative 
council are held always in public. 

1030. Not all of India is directly administered by the English 
government. There are numerous native states' whiqh act with 
substantial independence in local affairs, though under English 
overlordship and control. Such part of the vast territory as 
is administered directly‘ by English officials is divided into 
provinces, of which the chief in importance are the so-called 
‘Presidencies’ of ‘Madras and Bombay. The governors of 
Madras and Bombay are appointed by the Crown and are as¬ 
sisted, as the Governor-General is, by < two councils, adminis- 

1 Letters and Journals of Lord Elgin, ed. by Theodore Walrond, London, 
1872, p. 126. ' . 



THE GOVERNMENT OK GREAT BRITAIN. 


435 


trative add legislative'. Lieutenant-Governors, appointed by the 
Governor-General, and assisted by an administrative council 
only, preside over Bengal and the North West Provinces. The 
Lieutenant-Governors or Commissioners of the other provinces, 
who are also appointed by the Governor-General, are without 
councils. 

1031. Greater Britain. —Greater Britain, the world of English 
colonies, differs ^ery^materially from Greater Grreece. the wide¬ 
spread Hellas of the ancient world. Hellas was disintegrate: 
the Greeks carried with them, as of course, Greek institutions, 
but only to allow those institutions wide differentiation. In no 
way did Greo’ ^ttlement signify race i .tegration or a national 
nexus of rule. Englishmen, on the contrary, in English colonies, 
maintain a homogeneity and integration both of race and of in¬ 
stitutions which have drawn the four parts of the world together 
under common influences, if they have not compacted them for 
a common destiny. Throughout Etfrope reformers have copied 
English political arrangements; the colonists have not copied 
them, they have extended and are perpetuating and perfecting 
them. 
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XI. 


THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


1032. The English Occupation of America. - 3 . The political in¬ 
stitutions of the United States are in the main the political insti¬ 
tutions of England, transplanted by English colonists to a new 
soil and worked out through a fresh development to new and 
characteristic forms. Though they now show so large an adr 
mixture of foreign blood, the main stock of the people of the 
United States is still of British extraction. For several genera¬ 
tions the settlements of New Englahd and the South contained 
scarcely any other element. In the North, in what is now 
Canada, and at the mouth of the Mississippi, there were French 
settlements; in Florida there were colonists from Spain; the 
Dutch had settled upon the Hudson and held the great port at 
its mouth; and the Swedes had established themselves on .the 
Delaware: all along the coast there was rivalry between the 
western nations of Europd for the possession of the new conti¬ 
nent. But by steady and for the most pdrt easy steps of aggres¬ 
sion the English extended their domain and wop the best regions 
of the t great coast. New England, Virginia, and the Ci.rolinas 
were ne\fir seriously disputed against them; and, these onje 
securely taken possession of, the intervening foreigner was 
soon thrust out: so that the English power had presently a 
compact and centered mass which could not b$ dislodged, and 
whose .ultimate expansion over the whole continent it proved im¬ 
possible to stay. England was not long in widening her colo¬ 
nial borders. The French power was crushed out in the North, 
the Spanish power was limited in the South, and the colonies had 
only to become free to develop* energy mope than sufficient to 

4S8 
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ra&e all the riiost compe^ed-for portions of the continent thor¬ 
oughly English, — thoroughly Anglo-American. 

1033. Adaptation of English Institutions. — This growth of the 
English power in America involved a corresponds > expansion of 
English institutions. As America became English, K sglish institu¬ 
tions in the colonies became American. They adapted themselves 
to the new conditions and the new' conveniences t.i political life 
in separate colonies, — colonies struggling at first, then expanding, 
at last triumphing; afld without losing their English character 
gained an American form and flavor. Some institutions set up in 
New England the men who formed Plymouth had doubtless 
learned to kno, v-jjil to like while they * ere exiles in Holland; 
•but they brought nothing with them that was not suitable to 
English habit. 

1034. It would be misleading to say that the English planted 
■states in America. They planted small isolated settlements, and 
these settlements grew in their own way to be states. The sl<*v 
process was from local, through state, to national organization. 
And not everywhere among the English on the new continent was 
the form of local government at first adopted the same: there was 
no invariable pattern, but everywhere, on the contrary, a sponta¬ 
neous adjustment of political means to place and circumstance. 
I5y all the settlements alike English precedent was followed, but 
not the same English precedent. Each colony, with the true Eng¬ 
lish sagacity of practical habit, borrowed what was best suited to 
its own situation, and originated what'it coidd not borrow. New 
England had one system, Virginia another, New Jersey and Penn¬ 
sylvania still a third, compounded after a sort of the other two. 

1035» The New England Colonies. — In New England the centre 
fyi government was always the town, with its church a,|d school- 
house and its neighborly cluster cl houses gathered about these. 
The soil on the coast where the first sett ers established themselves 
was shajlow and slow to yield returns even to hard and assiduous 
toil; the climate was rigorous, with its long winters and bleak 
coast windsevery circumstance invited to close settlement and 
trade, to the intimate relationships of commerce and the advent¬ 
ures'of searfaring rather than to the wide-spreading settlements 
characteristic of an agricultural population. 
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1036. The first New Englanders, moreover, wer6 most of thfcm 
religious refugees. They had left the Old World to escape the 
Old World’s persecutions and in order to find independence of 
worship; they were establishing a church as well as a community; 
they acted as organized congregations; their life was both spiritu¬ 
ally and temporally organic. Close geographical association, 
therefore, such as was virtually forced upon them by the con¬ 
ditions of livelihood by which they found themselves constrained, 
accorded well with their higher Social purposes. ‘The church 
could be made,,by such association, the vital nerve-centre of their 
union: the minister was the ruling head of the community, and 
church membership waj in several of the settla? .onts recognized 
as identical with citizenship. 

1037. The Separate Towns. —The several parts of the New 

England coast were settled by independent groups of settlers. 
There was the Plymouth colony at Plymouth, and altogether, 
distinct from it, the Massachusetts Bay colony at Salem and 
Charlestown and Boston. To the south of these, founded by 
men dissatisfied with the Massachusetts government, were Ports¬ 
mouth, Newport, and Providence, in what is now Rhode Island. 
On the Connecticut river other wanderers from Massachusetts 
built Hartford and Windsor and Wethersfield. Saybrook, at the 
mouth of the Connecticut river, was settled direct from England; 
so also w'as the colony of New Haven, on the coast of Long Island 
Sound west of the Connecticut. Prom year to year the planting 
of towns went diligently on: almost every town became the pro¬ 
lific mother of towns, which either spraifg up close about it and 
retained a sort of dependence upon it, or, planted at a distance, 
ventured upon an entirely separate life in the wilderness. • (Com¬ 
pare secsf 67, 68, 70.) ,* 

1038. Union of the Towns. — Gradually the towns of each 
of the general regions mentioned drew together into the colonies 
known to later times, the colonies which were to form th$ Union. 
Plymouth merged in Massachusetts; Portsmouth, Newport, and 
Providence became but parts of Rhode Island; Ne^r Haven was 
joined to Connecticut. But at first the'se larger colonies were 
scarcely more than town leagues. It sometimes happened' 'that 
each town retained unaltered its separate organization and its vir- 
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tull independence in the vegulation of its own local affairs. In 
Khode Island, particularly, their jealousy of each other and their 
reluctance to expose themselves to anything like a loss of perfect 
autonomy long kept the common government which they most of 
the time maintained at a balance between union and dissolution. 
In the other New England colonies the same influences manifested 
themselves, though yi a less degree. The towji system which 
everywhere prevjtiled was by its nature an extremely decentralized 
form of government: government, so to say, came to a separate 
head in each locality: and the chief vitality was in the self-gov¬ 
erning units of each group rather than in the *bonds which con¬ 
nected them wii',3 -Rich other. * 

• 1039. Forms of Town Government. — The form of town govern¬ 
ment was everywhere such as it was quite natural that Englishmen 
should have setup. The names of the town officers were borrowed 
•from the borough governments at home, and their duties were, as 
nearly as circumstances permitted, the same as the duties of imc 
officers whose names they bore. The New England town was, at 
the same time, in many of its most important and characteristic 
features, rather a reversion to older types of government than a 
transplanted cutting of the towns which the settlers had left 
behind them in the England of the seventeenth century. There 
was in it none of tins elaborated class privilege that narrowed the 
town governments of the England of that time. All the towns¬ 
men met in town-meeting and there elected their officers: those 
officers were responsible to them and always rendered careful 
account of their actions to the body which elected them. Gen¬ 
erally the most important of these officers were called Selectmen, 
— men 1 selected by the town-meeting to carry on the necessary 
public business of the community, — and ‘hese Selectmen stood in 
the closest relations of counsel and responsibility to the town¬ 
meeting. In the earliest times the franchise was restricted, in 
Massachusetts and New Haven at least, to th 9 se who were church 
members, and many were excluded by this ride from participation 
in the government; but even under such circumstances there was 
real and effective self-government. The tpwns lacked neither 
vitality nor energy, for they did not lack liberty. In the late 
days when great cities grew up, ’the simple township system had 
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to be abandoned in part; as the colonies expanded, too, tlffey 
gained in energy and vitality as wholes, and their component 
parts, the towns, fell by degrees to a place of less exclusive im¬ 
portance in colonial affairs; but this basis of the township was 
never lost and has remained to the present day the foundation of 
local government in New England. 

1040. ColoniaJ Organization. — As the ijpwns came together 
into the groupings which constituted the later colonies other areas 
of government naturally came into use.' Townships were, for 
judicial purposes, combined into counties, and by various other 
means of organization a new nexus was given to the several parts 
of the now extended state. From the first the t *3jibfiists had their 
‘general courts,’ their central legislative assemblies representa-’ 
tive of the freemen. To these assemblies went delegates from 
the several towns comprised in the colony. As the colonies grew, 
their growth but strengthened their assemblies: it was in the - 
common ruling function of these that the union of the several 
parts of each colony was made real and lasting. 

1041. The sheriffs of the counties of colonial Massachusetts were ap¬ 
pointed by the Governor. The development of the county organization 
brought into existence, too, Justices of the Peace who met in Quarter Ses¬ 
sions, afterwards called ‘General Sessions,’ and who were the general 
county authority quite after the fashion of the mother country. 1 

1042. The Southern Colonies. — To this picture of the political 
institutions of colonial New England political and social organi¬ 
zation in the Southern colonies offered many broad contrasts. 
The settlers in Virginia were not religious refugees: they had 
come out for a separate adventure in political, or rather in social, 
organization, but not for a separate venture in religion; dad the t 
coast the^ happened upon, instead of being rugged and bleak, was 
low and fertile, with a kiijdly climate, deep rivers, broad stretches 
of inviting country, and a generous readiness to yield its fruits in 
their season. They had been sent out by a Company (the ‘ Vir¬ 
ginia Company ’ it was called) in England, to which the Virginia 
territory had been granted by the Crown, and they had no thought 

1 See Town and Coilnty Government in the l^nglish Colonies of Ciorth 
America, by Edward Channing, Johns Hopkins University Studies in His¬ 
torical and Political Science, 2d Series, pp. 40-42. r 
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buf to live under the governors whom the Company had placed 
over them. They founded Jamestown some hundred miles 
above the inouth of the James river; but Jamestown was in no 
way like the New England towns, and it soon became evident 
that town life was not to be the characteristic habit^of the colony. 
The rich soil invited to agriculture, the numerous rivers, full and 
deep, stood ready to s^rve as natural highways, aud as the popu¬ 
lation of the t colony increased ( it spread far and wide along the 
courses of the rivers. 

1043. Contrasts of Character. — There was m^ich more, besides 
soil and climate and the differing conditions of settlement, that 
made the SoutherL*colonies unlike the colonies of New England. 
The New Englanders came for the most part out of the town and 
village population of the mother country: out of a very distinctly 
marked middle class with common motives and ideals: the 
more distinctly marked because most of them had had the same 
experiences and were of the same way of thinking in matters 8t 
religion. They naturally drew together for the sort of life they 
had left behind them over sea. The settlers of the Southern 
colonies, on the contrary, came from no single class and had no 
common habit, — except the general habit of the English race. 
They had been taken by fortune, as if at haphazard, out of the 
general mass of Englishmen at home, some gentle, some common, 
some bred to comfort, some not, all bent upon an independent 
life and carrying in their purpose the general ideals of their race. 
Prominent among these ideals, no doubt, was this, that a gentle¬ 
man must livp with space of good acres about him, a lord of the 
soil. The life of the Southern colonists was not more English 
ijian th'it of the New Englanders; but it was much more’of the 
general pattern of English life, and more likely to keep'near the 
models set up by English gentlemen o ffside the towns. There 
came a time, too, when Virginia received a strong infusion of 
Cavalier" blood,'Und men came to her quiet lands who had the 
air and habit of courts, the ambitions of men of caste and estate; 
not a little of 1 the color <jjf English country life went out of them 
into a,ll the ways of the broad tide-water properties; and the 
genial air told kindly upon the new fashions. Virginia grew 
more than ever like rural England; aud followed the new ways 
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until the Scots-Irish came into the valley, to add another quality 
and the spice of variety. Alike in the North and in the South, 
climate, soil, and every natural quality of the region chosen 
fitted the instinct of the settlers. Both lived after their kind. 

1044. Expansion without Separation. — There would appear to 
have been no idea ol'organic separation in this southern process of 
expansion, as there was so often in the spreadings of the New Eng¬ 
land colonists. Great plantations ( indeed grew’up with an almost 
entirely separate life of their own, with their own wharves on the 
river fronts dhd, their own direct trade with the outer world by 
vessels which came and went between them and England, or be¬ 
tween them and the trading colonies to tbe^fiorth; but all this 
took place without any idea of organic political separateness. 
This diffused agricultural population, thus living its own life on 
the great rural properties which steadily multiplied in all direc¬ 
tions, still consciously formed a single colony, living at first 
finder the general government of the Company which had sent 
out the first settlers, and afterwards, when the Company had 
been deprived of its charter and possessions, under the authority 
of royal governors. Its parts hung loosely together, it is true, 
but they did not threaten to faff apart: the plan .was expansion, 
not segregation. 

1045. Southern Colonial Society —The characteristics of the 

society formed under such circumstances were of course very 
marked. Slaves were early introduced into the colony, and 
served well to aid and quicken the development of the planta¬ 
tion system. A great gap speedily showed itself between the 
owners of estates and the laboring classes. Where slavery ex¬ 
ists manual toil must be considered slavish and all' the* ideas pn 
which Aristocracy are founded must find easy and spontaneous 
rootage. Great contrasts of condition soon appeared, such as 
the more democratic trading communities of New England were 
not to know until* the rise of the modern industlial organization; 
and the governing power rested with the powerful, propertied 
classes. , 

‘1046. Government of Colonial Virginia. —The government of 
colonial Virginia bore, in all its broader features, much the same 
character as the rural government of England. Organization was 
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tweeted through a machinery of wide counties, instead of by 
means of compacted townships. There was at the head of each 
county, under this first order of things, a Lieutenant whose duties 
corresponded roughly with those of the Lords Lieutenant in Eng¬ 
land. The other important executive officer, of the county, too, 
in Virginia as in England, was the Sheriff. /The Lieutenant was 
appointed by the G 9 vernor, was chief of the jpilitary (militia) 
organization of fhe county, and, by virtue of his membership 
in the Governor’s Council, exercised certain judicial functions 
in the county. The Sheriff also was appointed by the Gov¬ 
ernor, upon the nomination of the J astirot of the county. His 
duties an English ccheriff would have regarded as quite normal. 
‘And added to these officers there was, as in England, a ‘ commis¬ 
sion of the peace,’ a body of justices •'or commissioners authorized 
to hold county court for the hearing of all ordinary cases not of 
•grave import; authorized to levy the county taxes, to appoint 
surveyors of highways, to divide the county into precincts; 
empowered to act as the general administrative authority of 
the county in the management of all matters not otherwise as¬ 
signed. The Episcopal church had the same official recognition 
in Virginia as in England and contributed the same machinery, 
— the machinery of the vestry, — to local government. Even 
the division of the’ ■ hundred ’ was recognized, so close was the 
outline likeness between the institutions of the mother country 
and those of her crude chdd in the yrest. The system was un¬ 
democratic, of course, as was its model: A the dominant idea,” 
as Mr. Ingle says, “ was gradation of ]>ower from the Governor 
downward, not upward from the people.” 1 The Justices, like 
fhe other officers of the county, were appointed by the Governor, 
and held only during his pleasure : the whole system rested upon 
a frank centralization. But still thoro > 'as liberty. There was 
strong local feeling and individual pride to counteract the sub¬ 
serviency of the officers: those officers showed a more or less 
self-respecting independence in their administration; and at 
least the spirit of English self-government was kept alive. 

1 Local Institutions in Virginia, by Edward Ingle, Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity Studies in Historical and Political Science, 3d Series, p. 87 (con' 
tiuuons, p. 199). * 
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1047. Virginia’s Colonial Assembly The vital centre of fee 
political life of the colony was her representative assembly. So 
early as 1619, only twelve years after the foundation of the colony 
(1607), the Virginia Company, then still in control, had called 
together in the colony, through its governor, an assembly repre¬ 
senting the several plantations then existing, which were in this 
way treated as independent corporations entitled to a represent¬ 
ative voice in colonial affairs. Later years s.'iw the Assembly 
developed upon the basis of a representation by towns, hundreds, 
and plantations: and even after the governors sent out by the 
Company had been supplanted by royal governors this represent¬ 
ative body, this House of Burgesses, as it^me'to be styled, 
continued to exist, and to wax strong in control. It was some' 
time before the area of the colony justified that broader division 
into counties which was so characteristic of later days, and which 
changed very radically the system of representation. The- 
1 towns ’ and 4 plantations ’ of the early days seem to have been 
known, at any rate for purposes of representation, as ‘ boroughs,’ 
and the representative house got its name, ‘ House of Burgesses,’ 
before county representation grew up. The first Assembly, that 
of 1619, sat in joint session with the Governor and his Council, 
but the more fully developed assembly of later times sat apart 
as a distinct and independent body. It was* this elective repre¬ 
sentation in the government of the colony which made and kept 
Virginia a vital political uqit, with a real organic life and feeling. 

1048. The Constitdtions of the other Southern Colonies corre¬ 

sponded in the main with the constitution of Virginia. They, 
too, had the county system and the general representation in a 
central • assembly, combined with governors and doundils ap¬ 
pointed Ky the Crown. All save Maryland. Her constitution 
differed from the others mainly in this, that in place of the king 
Btood a ‘ proprietor,’ to whom the fullest prerogatives of govern¬ 
ment had been granted. • 

1049'. The Middle Colonies had a mixed population. New 
York had been New Netherland, and the Delaware had been 
first settled by the Swedes and then conquered by the Dutch. 
When the territory which was to comprise New York, New 
Jersey, Delaware, and Pennsylvania fell into the hands of the 
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English the foreign element was not displaced but merely domi¬ 
nated; and to a large extent it kept its local peculiarities of 
institution-. For the rest, the English settlers of the region 
followed no uniform or characteristic method of organization. 
The middle colonies, though possessed of a rich soil, had also 
fine seaports which invited to commerce^ their (dimate was 
neither so harsh as $hat of New England, nor -jo mild and be¬ 
guiling as that of the southern colonies. Their people were of 
all sorts an& origins. ' They' built towns and t- ade<i, like the 
people of New England; they also spread abroad over the fertile 
country and farmed, like the people of Vii.u iia. They did these 
things, moreover, jrthout developing either the town system of 
New England or the plantation system of Virginia. Townships 
they had, but counties also; they v-ere simple and democratic, 
like the New Englanders, and yet they were agricultural also, 
like the Virginians: in occupation and political organization, as 
well as in geographical situation, they were midway between 
their neighbors to the north and south. 

1050. The Charters: Massachusetts. — The political relations 
of the colonies to the mother country during the various develop¬ 
ments of which I have spoken were as various as their separate 
histories. The three New England colonies, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and’ Connecticut, possessed charters from the 
king which virtually authorized them to conduct their own 
governments without direct interference, on the part of the 
Administration at home. During the first years of English 
settlement on the American coast it had been the practice of 
the government -in England to grant territory on the new 
^ontineAt to companies like the Viiginia Company of which I 
have spoken, — grants which carried with them the aright of 
governing the new settlements subject.,o ily to a general super¬ 
vision on the part of the home authorities. The colony of 
Massachusetts Bay was established under such an arrangement: 
a Company, to which special privileges of settlement and govern¬ 
ment had been granted^ sent out colonists who founded Salem 
and Boston; but the history of this Company was very different 
from the history of the Virginia Company. The Virginia Com¬ 
pany tried to manage their colony from London, where the 
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members of the Company, who were active liberal's and therefore 
not very active courtiers, presently got into trouble with the 
government and had both their charter and their colony taken 
away from them. The Massachusetts Company, on the other 
hand, itself came, to America, and, almost unobserved by the 
powers in London,\rected something very like a separate state 
on the new continent. Its charter was received in 1629; in 1620 
it emigrated, governor, directors, charter, and all, to America, 
bringing a numerous body of seftlers, iounded Salem, Boston, 
and Cambridge, and put quietly into operation the complete 
machinery of government which it had brought with it. It 
created not a little stir f in official circles in Tjpglaifd when it was 
discovered that the Company which had been given rights of 
settlement on the Xew England coast had left the country and 
was building a flourishing set of independent towns on its terri¬ 
tories; but small colonies at a great distance could not long 
retain the attention of busy politicians in London, and nothing 
was done then to destroy the bold arrangement. Fatal collision 
with the home government could not, however, it turned out, be 
permanently, or even long avoided by the aggressive, self-willed 
rulers of the Massachusetts Company. Many of the laws which 
they passed did not please the Cfown,—particularly those which 
set up an exclusive religion and tolerated nt< other; they would 
not change their laws at the Crown’s bidding; and, though the 
evil day was postponed, it came at last. In 1684 the contest 
between Crown and*colony came to a head, and the charter of 
the Massachusetts Company was annulled. Before a change 
could be effected in the government, indeed, the.king, Charles II., 
died, a»ud at the end of the troublous reign of Jsfmes‘11. the 
colonists/quietly resumed their charter privileges; but in 169§ 
the government of Willem aud Mary was ready to deal with 
them, and a new form of colonial organization was forced upon 
them. They were compelled to take a governor .from the king; 
the ro^al governor appointed the judicial officers of the colony 
and controlled its military forces; and, although Jhe colonists 
retained their assembly and through that assembly chose the 
governor’s council, the old charter privileges were permanently 
lost. ' 
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1051. The Connecticut Charter. —Rhode Island and Connecti¬ 
cut were smaller and more fortunate. The town of Saybrook, 
at the mouth of the Connecticut river, had been f( ended under 
a charter granted to two English noblemen, and con isted. there¬ 
fore, of immigrants direct from England; but Saybrook did not 
grow rapidly and proved a comparative fai,Vue. 1"ne successful 
and dominant settlement on the Connecticut wa; that which was 
founded higher ftp the river at Hartford, by men from Massa¬ 
chusetts who had neither cluu’ter nor any other legal rights, but 
who had simply come, settled, and made a writ tin constitution 
for themselves. New Haven, westward cf {he river on the 
shore of the sound, had been establish^, by a band of English 
•immigrants equally without charter lights, but equally ready 
and able to construct a frame of government for themselves. 
Some thirty years after their settlement, the leaders of the 
■♦Connecticut colony,’ up the river, which meantime had beeonn 
an extended cluster of towns, decided that it was time to obtain 
a charter. Accordingly they sent their governor, Winthrop, to 
England to procure one. He was entirely successful, much more 
successful than was pleasant to the settlers of the New Haven 
district; for fye had obtained a grant which included their lauds 
and colony and which thus forced them to become a part of 
♦Connecticut.’ Saybrook had already been absorbed. The 
charter gave the colonists substantially the same rights of self- 
government that they had had under Jheir own written constitu¬ 
tion, adopted upon their first settlement; it was, in other words, 
just such a charter as Massachusetts then enjoyed. And, unlike 
Massachusetts, Connecticut kept her charter, kept it not only 
through colonial times to the Revolution, but made it, at the 
Revolution her state constitution, and was content to l|ve under 
it until 1818. Her shrewdness, her a*;to of timely concession, 
and her inoffensive size enabled her to turn away from herself 
each successive*danger of forfeiture. 

1052. Rhode Island’s Charter. — Rhode Island was similarly 
protected by fortune and sagacious management. Roger Wil¬ 
liams, the energetic leader of settlement in jtliat region, obtained 
a charter from Parliament in 1G44, which was confirmed in 1654, 
and replaced by a new charter, from Charles II., in 1663, the year 
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after Connecticut obtained its legal privileges through the insthi- 
mentality of Winthrop. As New Haven and Connecticut were 
joined by Winthrop’s charter, so were the towns of tfhe Ehode 
Island country united by the charters obtained by Williams, 
under the style ‘ Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,’ — a 
title which is still to? full official name of the state. The charter 
of 1663 was retained by the people of Rliody Island even longer 
than the people of Connecticut retained theirs. * It was not radi¬ 
cally changed until 1842. ‘ 

1053. Proprietary Governments. — The governments of almost 
all the other colonies were at first ‘proprietary’; those of Mary¬ 
land, Pennsylvania, am} Delaware remained proprietary until the 
Revolution. Maryland was granted to the Calverts, Lords Baltic 
more; Pennsylvania and Delaware were both included in the 
grant to William Penn; New York was bestowed upon James, 
Duke of York, upon whose ascension of the throne, as James II.* 
it»-became an immediate province of the Crown; New Jersey, 
originally a part of New York, was first bestowed by the Duke 
of York on Lord John Berkeley and Sir John Carteret, was after¬ 
wards divided, then sold in part, and finally surrendered to the 
Crown (1702); the Caroliuas and Georgia in the same way, given 
at first to proprietors, passed v£ry soon into the hands of the 
royal government. New Hampshire, after 'several attempts to 
unite with Massachusetts, fell quietly into the status of a royal 
colony, without having had either a charter or even any regularly 
ordered proprietary sttage of existence. 

1054. Government under proprietors meant simply government 
by governors and councils appointed by the proprietors, with in 
all cases a right on the part of the people to exercise it substantial 
control cfver the government through representative assemblies. 
The private proprietors,,, like the great public proprietor, the 
Crown, granted charters to their colonies. The charter which 
Penn bestowed upon Pennsylvania is distinguished as one of the 
best-cohceived and most liberal charters of the time; and under 
it his colony certainly enjoyed as good government as most of the 
colonies could secure* 

1055. Direct Government by the Crown,' which came in turn to 
every colony except Ehode Island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and 
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Delaware, involved the appointment of governors by the Crown, 
and also, everywhere except in Massachusetts, the. appointment 
of the go', ernor’s council. It generally involved also the depend¬ 
ence of the colonial judiciary, and in general of the whole admin¬ 
istrative machinery of government, upon the t royal will; but it, 
nevertheless, did not exclude the colonists fr>;m substantial powers 
of self-government. Everywhere legislators disc : olined governors 
with the effective? whip of the money power, and everywhere the 
people grew’accustomed to estfeem the management ot their own 
affairs, especially the control of their own taxes, matter-of-course 
privilege, just as much the inalienable right <?f Englishmen in 
America as oi‘Englishmen in England. t 

* 1056. Development of the Assemblies. — It was, indeed, as a 
matter of course rather than as a matter of definite legal right 
that the powers of the colonial assemblies waxed greater and 
greater from year to year. Parliament would have been wise te 
continue the policy of neglect which had been the opportunity 
of the colonies in the development of their constitutional liberties. 
Left to themselves, they quickly showed what race they were of. 

As Burke said, in their justification, they “ had formed within them- 
selves, either by royal instruction or royal charter, assemblies so exceed¬ 
ingly resembling a parliament, in all their forms, functions, and powers, 
that it was impossible they should not imbibe some opinion of a simi¬ 
lar authority. At the first designation of these assemblies, they were 
probably not intended for ..nything more (nor perhaps did they think 
themselves much higher) than the municipal corporations within this 
island, to which some at present love to compare them. But nothing in 
progression can rest on its original plan. . . . Therefore, as the colonies 
prospered and increased to a numerous and mighty people, spreading over 
a ver> greet tract of the globe, it was natural that they should attribute 

• to assemblies so respectable in their formal constitution some part of the 
dignity of the great nations which tlmy reoresented. No longer tied 
to by-laws, these assemblies made acts of all sorts and in all cases 
whatsoever. They levied money, not for parochial purposes, but upon 
regular grants to the Crown, following all the rules and principles of a 
parliament, to which they approached every day more and more*nearly. 

. . . Things could not be otherwise ; and English colonies must be had 
on these terms, or not h id at all. In the meantime neither party felt 
any. inconvenience from this double legislature fthe parliament of Eng¬ 
land, that is, and a colonial legislature], to which they had been formed 
by imperceptible habits, and old custom, the great support of all the gov- 
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emments in the world. Though these two legislature.4 were sometimes 
found perhaps performing the very same functions, they did not very 
grossly or systematically clash. ... A regular revenue, by t^e authority 
of Parliament, for the support of civil and military establishments, seems 
not to have been thought of until the colonies were too proud to submit, 
too strong to be focced, too enlightened not to see all the consequences 
which must arise frohj such a system.” 1 

1057. In sucW assertions of a right of parliamentary self-gov¬ 
ernment it might be expected that .the charter colonies would be 
most forward; but, as a matter of fact, such was not the case. 
Massachusetts* wa s ever, indeed, very stubbornly and heroically 
attached to her liberties, but the royal colony of Vitginia was not 
a whit behind her. Thh assemblies of the ro^al colonies, no less, 
than those of the charter governments, early, and as if by an 
instinct and habit common to the race, developed a consciousness 
and practice of local sovereignty, which comported well enough, 
indeed, with a perfect loyalty, — long-suffering in respect of Navi¬ 
gation Acts and all like attempts of the mother country to regu¬ 
late their place in the politics and commerce of the outside world, 
— but which was from the first prompt to resent and resist all 
dictation as to the strictly interior affairs of the settlements. 
And the same was true of the proprietary colonies, also. Mary¬ 
land assumed the same privileges that Virginia insisted upon, and 
even Pennsylvania, with its population compounded of English, 
Dutch, and Swedes, manifested not a little of the same spirit of 
independent self-direction.' 

1058. Development of Constitutional Liberty in the Colonies. — 

There was, therefore, a comparatively uniform development of 
constitutional liberty throughout the cblonies. Everywhere the 
same general causes were operative. The settlement and develop* 
ment of a new country gave to the elective governing bodies of 
the colonies a wide and‘various duty of legislative regulation; 
the newness of the country created everywhere substantially the 
same new conditions of social relationship; everywhere, and 
more and more as the years went on, there was a very general 
participation in communal and colonial«affairs by the mass of 

1 “Letter to the Sheriffs of Bristol,” Works (ed. Boston, 1880), Vol. II., 
pp. 232,233. ’ r. 
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th£ people most interested and democratic institutions brought 
in their train equality of law and a widespread consciousness of 
community' of interest. Each colony grew, the while, more and 
more vividly conscious of its separate political personality in its 
relations with the other colonies and with the ruling powers in 
England. * 

1059. Political Sympathy of the Colonies. — The substantial 
identity of institutional development in the seveial colonies 
appears in nothing more cleaVly or conclusively than in their 
close and spontaneous alliance against England at the Devolution. 
Despite very considerable outward dill'eren cj of social condition 
and many apparent divergencies of inter 1 st as between colony 
und colony, they one and all 'wanted the same revolution. Almost 
without hesitation they ran togethe v to cooperate by the same 
means for the same ends. They did not so much make a common 
cause as have a common cause from the first. The real concrete 
case of revolution, it happened, was made up between England 
and Massachusetts. To the politicians in the mother country it 
seemed possible to divide the colonies on grounds of self-interest. 
Apparently colonies so utterly different in every outward aspect, 
so strongly contrasted in actual economic condition as Massachu¬ 
setts and Virginia, could easily be played off against one another. 
But we now know l*ow little foundation of fact such a view had. 
Boston’s trade was offered t. Salem, her commercial rival, as a 
bait to catch Salem’s aequilicence in the stringent Boston Port 
Bill which shut Boston off from all trade; but Salem would not 
have it. What was to prevent similar treatment of herself in the 
future? More striking still, distant Virginia sounded the call 

to revolution in behalf of Massachusetts. The contest was 
• • 
political, she clearly perceived, not economical, — a contest of 

principle, not a contest for any temporary interest or momentary 
advantage. From the point of view of politics Massachusetts’ 
quarrel was Virginia’s also. Virginia spoke at once, therefore, 
and as a leader, for combination, for a joint resistance *to the 
aggressions of the home government, and at length for inde¬ 
pendence and a perpetual union between the colonies. For .the 
shoftest possible thn„ did the struggle remain local; almost 
immediately it becajne ‘ continental.’ 
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1060. American aa compared with English Constitutional Devel¬ 

opment. — There was in this development of self-government in 
America a certain very close resemblance to the development of 
self-government in England; but there were also other points 
of very strong and obvious contrast between the institutional 
histories of thb twoS^ountries. Both in England and in America 
the process of institutional growth was in the same direction. 
It began with small, hardy, deep-rooted local 'institutions, with 
small self-directing communities/ and Widened frfim these to 
national institutions which bound the constituent communities 
together in a str&ng and lasting central union. England began 
with her village communities and her judicjgl ‘hundreds,’ with 
the primitive communal institutions of the Teutonic folk; these 
were first gathered to a head in the petty kingdoms of the days 
of the Saxon Heptarchy; another step, and these one-time petty 
kingdoms were merely the counties of a wider union, and 
England was ready for the amalgamation of the Norman rule, 
— for the growth of her parliaments and her nationality. In 
like manner, the United States began with isolated settlements 
upon a long coast, settlements separate, self-contained, self- 
regulative; these in time merged in numerous petty colonial 
states; and finally these colonihl states fitted themselves to¬ 
gether into a national union. * 

1061. Process of Growth in America Federation, in England 
Consolidation. —But the means of integration were in the two 
cases quite diverse.* American integration has been federal; 
English, absorptive, incorporative. The torlier stages of federa¬ 
tion did not appear in the Southern colonies; because there the 
unity pf the first settlement was generally not broken; the 
Virginia pf the Bevolution was but an expansion of the James¬ 
town settlement; growth by agricultural development was not 
disintegration like growth by town establishment. But in New 
England the procesg was federative from the first^finding.its most 
perfect type, probably, in Bhode Island, whose town atoms drew 
so slowly and reluctantly together and so long stputly resisted 
the idea that they h^d in any sense been Absorbed or subordinated 
under the operation of the charters of ‘ Bhode Island and Provi¬ 
dence Plantations.’ What was at first .mere confederation 
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between these smallest uni ( s, however, by degrees became virtual 
coalescence, and the absorbed towns finally formed but subordi¬ 
nate parDa in the new and larger eolouial units which drew 
together in the Continental Congresses. Between these larger 
units, these full-grown eolouial states, union was from the first 
distinctly federative, matter of concession and contract. They 
were united in entirely voluntary association,^ as the Saxon 
kingdoms were rfbt. 

1062. Conscious Developmeht of Institutions in America. — 

Throughout their development the colonies presented a marked 
contrast to English development in this, tjiat* the formulation 
of their institution' was conscious and t deliberate. The royal 
tolonies, like the proprietary and the charter colonies, exercised 
their rights of self-government uudei - written grants of privilege 
from the Crown : their institutions grew within the area of 
written constituent law; from the first they had definite written 
‘ constitutions ’ wherein the general fabric of their governments 
was outlined. Constitution by written law, therefore, became 
very early one of the matter-of-course habits of colonial thought 
and action. When they cast off their allegiance to Great Britain 
their self-constitution as independent political bodies took the 
shape of a recasting of their colonial constitutions simply. Rhode 
Island and Conneci'icut, as we have seen, did not even find it 
neeessary to change their charters in any important particular: 
they already chose their own governors and officials as well as 
made their own laws. The other colonies, with little more 
trouble, found adequate means of self-government in changes 
which involved hardly more than substituting the authority of 
the people for the authority of the Engli h Crown. l}ut the 
charter, the written constituent law, "'as retained: the jiew gov¬ 
ernments had their charters which emayaued from the people, as 
the old governments had had theirs given by the king. Popular 
conventions took the place of the Privy Council. The colonists 
were not inventing written constitutions ; they were simply con¬ 
tinuing their former habitual constitutional life. 

1063. English Law and Precedent. — Whatever the form, of 
colonial institutions, however, their substance and content were 
thoroughly English* In a sense, indeed, even the forms of colo* 
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nial constituent law may be said to have been English, since it 
was English practice which originated the idea and habit of giv¬ 
ing written grants of privilege to distant colonies. Tfie colonial 
law of Canada and Australia stands to-day in much the same 
relation to the law of the mother country that the law of the 
American colonies oVre to the law which created them (sec. 1024). 
Within the constitutions of the colonial aryl revolutionary time, 
at any rate, English law and precedent were'closely followed. 
The English common law has gone with Englishmen to the ends 
of the world. »The English communities in America were but pro¬ 
jected parts of the greater English community at hoipe; the laws of 
private and personal relationship which obtained in England were 
recognized and administered also in the colonies; and when, af 
the time of the Revolution, the colonists developed out of their 
charters the constitutions under which they were to live as inde¬ 
pendent commonwealths their first care was to adopt this common 
larv under which they had always acted. Important modifications 
were made, it is true, in the law tlius adopted. It was purged 
of all class privilege, of all church prerogative, of all things in¬ 
compatible with the simple democratic society of the new world; 
but no real break was made with the principles of. English legal 
precedent and practice. 

1064. Quite as naturally and quite as completely was English 
practice adhered to in the public law of the colonies and of the 
independent commonwealths into which they grew. The re¬ 
lations of the colonial legislatures with the colonial governors 
were substantially the relations of King and Earljament repro¬ 
duced on a small scale, but with scarcely less 1 earnestness and 
spirit. • In all respects, except that of the erection of a* responsibly 
ministry yrepresen ting and shielding the executive, the relations 
of the people to their governments suggest English precedent. 
The powers of the executive were, in small, the powers of the 
Crown. The court* were constituted as the English couits were, 
and followed the same rules of procedure. The English in 
America, being men of the same practical political race as Eng¬ 
lishmen in England, struck out not a few lines of development of 
their own in suiting their institutions to the daily needs of a new 
civilization and to novel conditions of social organization j Ameri- 
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CE(h politics were not long ; n acquiring in many respects a charac¬ 
ter peculiarly their own. But the manner of development was 
English throughout: there was nowhere any turn: ig of sharp 
corners: there was nowhere any break of continuity. To the 
present day our institutions rest upon found than as old as the 
Teutonic peoples. * 

1065. Union: Preliminary Steps. — How m.eh of political 
precedent that was their own the colonists had developed-ap¬ 
peared mosf distinctly' when' they came to put the timbers of 
their Union together in the days succeeding the Revolution. The 
colonies cannot be said to have framed am federative constituent 
law until 177 i, when the Articles of t o:yfederation were drawn 
mp. Before that time they had cooperated without any determi¬ 
nate law of cooperation, acting ratlwr upon the suggestions of 
international procedure than upon any clear recognition of corpo¬ 
rate combination. Preparations for union there had been, and 
signs of its coining; but no more. For a period of forty yejrs 
following the year 1643 the New England colonies had held 
together in a loose confederation against the Indians; in 1754 
colonial delegates who had met at Albany for conference with 
representatives of the Six Nations discussed a premature plan of 
union; in 1765 delegates from /line of the colonies met at New 
York and uttered in* behalf of all English Americans that protest 
against taxation by Parliament which gave the key-note to the 
revolutionary movement that followed; and in 1774 sat the first 
of the series of ‘ Continental Congresses ’ with which began 
American union. But* in none of these steps was there any 
creation of organic union: that was to be the result of slow 


processes, and was to be effected only by t> o formulation of an 
entirely new body of law. 


1066. SeparateneBB of the Colonial Governments.—Tt is very 
important, if a just view is to be formed of the processes by which the 
Union was constructed, to realize the complete separateness of the gov¬ 
ernments of the colonies. They all held substantially the same general 
relation to the English authorities; they bad a common duty as towards 
the .distant country from which they had all corat* out; but they were*not 
connected with each other by any bonds of government, on this side the 
sea. Each of the colpnies had its Separate executive officials, legislature, 
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and courts, which had no connection whatever with thfe officers, legidte- 
tures, and courts of any other colony. Their cooperation from time to 
time in meeting dangers which threatened them all alike was yatural and 
spontaneous, but it was intermittent; it rested upon mere temporary 
necessity and had no basis of interior organic law. The colonists had 
many grounds of sympathy. Besides possessing the same blood and the 
same language, they' fntertained the same ideas about political justice; 
their dangers, whether proceeding from aggressions on the part of the 
French and Indians which threatened their livts, <?r from aggressions 
by Parliament which threatened their liberties, were common dangers .- 
they were one and all equally interested in the successful development 
and liberal gotaripnent of the new country with which they had identified 
themselves. But the motive of their endeavors was always the preserva¬ 
tion of their internal aiyl separate self-government; their liberties were 
historically coincident with their separate organization and rights as dis-, 
tinct governments. It was only by a slow and hard experience of the 
fatal consequences of any other course that the colonies were brought to 
subordinate themselves to a central authority which could go further than 
mere conference and command them. They saw from the first the neces- 
tity for cooperation, but they did not see from the first the absolute 
necessity for union. Very slowly, considering the swift influences of 
revolution amidst which they worked, and very reluctantly, considering 
the evident dangers of separation which daily looked them in the face, 
did they construct the union which was to deprive them of the fulness 
of their loved independence. t , 

1067. The Confederation. —It was not until' 1781 that a founda¬ 
tion of distinct written law was put beneath the practice of union; 
it was not till 1789 that the law of the union was made organic. 
In 1781 the Articles of Confederation were finally adopted which 
had been proposed by the Continental Congress of 1777. But 
those Articles gave no real integration to the confederated states: 
they wore from the first a rope of sand which could bind no one. 
They dify little more than legitimate the Continental Congress. 
Under them the powers of the Confederation were to be exercised 
by its Congress; its only executive or judicial organs were to be 
mere committees or,.agencies of the Congress; and. it was, in fact 
to have no real use for executive parts, for it was to have no 
executive rights. Its function was to be advice, not command. 
It hung upon the wi^l of the states, being permitted no effective 
will of its own. The Articles were in effect scarcely more than 
pn international convention. ’ , 
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• 1068. The Articles of Confederation formally vested the exercise 
of federal functions in a Congress just such as the Continental Con¬ 
gresses had been,—a Congress, that is, consisting of delegates from the 
several states, and in whose decisions the states were to have an abso¬ 
lutely equal voice. No state, it was arranged, should have her vote in 
the Congress unless represented by at least two delegates, and no state, 
on the other hand, was to be entitled to send more than seven delegates; 
whether she sent two or seven, however, her vote v as to be a single vote, 
upon which her delegates were to agree. The \ovenftner.'.. thus consti¬ 
tuted was officially known as “ Thi United States in Congress assembled.” 
For the exercise of representative functions it was very liberallv and com¬ 
pletely equipped. To it the independence of the s<»vepi states in dealing 
with foreign powers was entirely subordinated. I. alone was to conduct 
international correspondence and sanction international agreements; it 
* was to control the army and navy of the Corfu.] ration; it was to preside 
over federal finances, doing all the borrqjpng and all the spending tiiat 
might be necessary for the purposes of the common government; it was 
to determine the value of current coin and the standards of weights and 
measures; it was to be arbitrator in disputes between the states; in brief, 
it was to be the single and dominant authority for all the graver commssn 
interests of the constituent states: its representative position was emi¬ 
nent and complete. 

1069. Weakness of the Confederation. — But it was given abso¬ 
lutely no executive power, and was therefore helpless and contemptible. 
It could take no important resolution without the difficult concurrence 
of nine states, — a concurrence made all the more difficult by the fact that 
the removal of the pressure of the war with England very greatly abated 
the interest of the states in the functions of the central Congress, and led 
some of them to fail again and again to send any delegates to its sessions. 
Its chief executive agency was a committee of ^ts members represent¬ 
ing all the states (hence called the “Committee of States”) and bound 
by the same hard rule of obtaining the concurrence of nine of its thir¬ 
teen members to every important executive step. Above all, its only 
m power ‘to govern was a power to advise. It could ask the slates for 
money, but it could not compel them to give it; it could ask them for 
troops, but could not force them to heed the requisition ; it could make 
treaties, but must trust the states to fulfil them ; it could contract debts, 
but must rely upon the states to pay them. It was a body richly enough 
endowed with prerogatives, but not at all endoweu’ with powers. # “ The 
United States in Congress assembled ” formed a mere consultative and 
advisory boar j. 

1070. Need of a Better Union.—It was the fatal executive 
impoteney of the Confederation which led to the formation of the 



460 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

• # » 

present stronger and more complete government. TJie old (Con¬ 
tinental Congresses had sufficed, after a fashion, to keep the 
colonies together so long as the pressure of the wa/ continued. 
Throughout that war there had been, despite much indifference 
now and again oiwthe part of some of the colonies to their duty, 
and of not a littl^ positive dereliction of plain obligations, a 
remarkable degree of energy and unity of ^ction among the con¬ 
federated colonists. But when the pressure" of the war was 
removed there was an ominous ‘access* of indifference, an ill- 
boding decrease of respect for plighted faith between the states. 
Signs fast multiplied both of the individual weakness of the 
states and of the growth of threatening jealousies between them. 
A war of tariffs began between neighbor states on the seaboard, 
notably between New Yosk and New Jersey and between Vir¬ 
ginia and Maryland. In Massachusetts there flared out, by 
reason of the poverty engendered by the war, a rebellion of 
debtors under Daniel Shays which it was for a moment feared 
the state authorities might find it impossible to cope with. It 
speedily became evident that, both for the sake of internal order 
and of interstate peace and goodwill, a real central government 
was needed. Central consultation would not suffice; there must 
be central government. The Confederation, therefore, was no 
real advance upon the old Continental Cbngresses. Before a 
single decade had passed over the new government with its fair- 
spoken Articles a new union had been erected and the real his¬ 
tory of the United States begun. 

1071. The Constitution: Colonial Precedents. — The present 
Constitution erects a very different government. 1 It is the charter 
of a feyderal state, which has a commanding law and* an Indepen¬ 
dent poyer of its own, whose Constitution and law are the supreme 
law of the land. The Convention which framed the new Constitu¬ 
tion met in Philadelphia in May, 1787, and fused together over 
the slow fires of prolonged debate the elements of English and 
colonial precedent which were to constitute the government of 
the United States. In the debates of that Convention during 
that memorable suipiner are to be read the particulars of the 
translation of English precedent into American practice made 
during the formative colonial period. Through the instrumen- 
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tdTtity of the able men ,who composed that extraordinary as¬ 
sembly, the government f the United States was fitted out 
with the full experience of the colonies and of the revolu¬ 
tionary states. 1 It was arranged that the legislatui o of the new 
federal government should consist of two he uses, t.ot in direct 
imitation of the English system, whose House of Lords we 
did not have the materials for reproducing, bpt m conformity 
with an almost 'luiiversal example set by the t tates. A single 
state furnished the precedent in accordance with which a real 
difference of character was given to the two houses. The lower 
house of the .Connecticut legislature was constituted by an equal 
representation of the towns of the state.,voile her upper house, 
•composed of the governor, lieutenant-gov ernor, and twelve ‘ as¬ 
sistants,’ represented her people ffu large: and Connecticut’s 
example showed the Convention a convenient way of compro¬ 
mise by which they could reconcile the two parties within it 
which were contending, the one for an equal representation-’of 
the states in Congress after the absolute manner of the Confed¬ 
eration, the other for a proportional representation of the people. 
The Senate, it was agreed, should represent the states equally, 
the House of, Representatives the people proportionally. The 
names Senate and House of Representatives were to be found 
already in use by Several of the states. The single Executive, 
the President, was an obvious copy of the state governors, many 
of whom at that time bore the name of president; his veto power 
was to be found formulated ready to hand In the constitution of 
New York; a method of impeachment was already prepared in 
the constitutions‘of half a dozen states. Several states had also 
Jihe office of Vice-President. With a fine insight into the real 
character of the government which they were constructing, the 
Convention provided that its judicaty should be placed, not 
under the President or the houses, but alongside of them, upon 
* * ** 

1 In describing the work of the Convention I follow here Professor Alex¬ 
ander Johnston's admirable exposition given in the New Princeton Review 
for September, 1887, unde* the title “The First Century of the Constitu¬ 
tion..." A convenient brief survey of the chief features of the state consti¬ 
tutions at the time of the formation of the present government of the Union 
may be found in Hildreth, Vol. III., Chap. XLIV. 
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a footing of perfect equality with then). A similar arrangement 
obtained under the state constitutions. The function of constitu¬ 
tional interpretation was nowhere explicitly conferred, bht existed 
in the nature of the case. It, necessarily as' old as written char¬ 
ters and constitutions, was an inevitable corollary to their funda¬ 
mental proposition of^a gift of limited powers. Written constitu¬ 
ent law is by its^ very nature a law higher than any statute the 
legislature acting under it can enact, and by tllat law, as by an 
invariable standard, must the eourfs test all acts of legislation. 1 
The colonial pourts had once and again upon this principle 
questioned the validity of colonial legislation, and ( the Supreme 
Court of the United States had long had «a prototype in the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, whose function it' 
was to hear appeals from' the colonies, and whose practice it 
had been to pronounce against all laws incompatible with the 
royal charters (secs. 924,1024). s 

1072. When they came to equip Congress with powers, the Con¬ 
vention adopted the plan of careful enumeration. They set out the 
acts of government which were to be permitted to the legislature 
of the new government in a distinctly cast list of eighteen items. 
Even in doing this, however, they may be said to have been simply 
recording the experience of the Confederation. They were giving 
Congress the powers for lack of which the Congress of the Con¬ 
federation had proved helpless and ridiculous. It was only when 
they came to construct the machinery for the election of the Presi¬ 
dent that they left thft field of American experience and English 
example and devised an arrangement which was so original that 
it was destined to break down almost ps soon -as it was put in 
operation. ' * 

1073 . 1 This general statement of the broader features of the selective 
work of the Convention wilt suffice for the present: other more particular 
references to state precedent and experience may be made in their proper 
connections in our further discussion of the government. I wish in these 
paragraphs only to fix the attention of the student, by way of preparation, 
upon the instructive fact that the work of the Convention was a work of 

i, 

*l3ee A. V. Dicey, 77 i£ Law of the Constitution l Chap. III.; and J. Bryce, 
The American Commonwealth, Chap. XXIII. 

* S'** Brinton Coze, Judicial Power and Unconstitutional Legislation, 
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•election,' not a work of creation, and that the success of their work was 
not a success of invention, always most dangerous in government, but a 
success of judgment, of selective wisdom, of practical sagacity, — the only 
sort of success in politics which can ever be made permanent. 

1074. Character of the New Government. — Tjfc is one of the dis¬ 
tinguishing characteristics of the English race Whose political, 
habit has been transmitted to us through th<f sagacious generation 
by whom this govern'ment was erected that they have never felt 
themselves bound by the logic of laws, but only by a practical 
understanding of them based upon slow precedent. For this race 
the law under which they live is at any parti uldr time what it is 
then understood to be,; and this understanding of it is compounded 
of the circumstances of the time. Abso.ute theories of legal 
consequence they have never caredUto follow out to their con¬ 
clusions. Their laws have always been used as parts of the 
practical running machinery of their politics, — parts to be fitted 
from time to time, by interpretation, to existing opinion and social 
condition. 

1075. Character of the Government Changes with Opinion. — 

It requires a steady, clear-viewed, thoroughly informed historical 
sense, therefore, to determine what was at any given time the 
real character of our political institutions. To us of the present 
day it seems that tbe Constitution framed in 1787 gave birth in 
1789 to a national government such as that which now constitutes 
an indestructible bond of union for the states; but the men of that 
time would certainly have laughed at any such idea, — and for the 
English race, as I have said, every law is what those who admin¬ 
ister it think that it is. The men of 1789 meant to form “ a more 
perfect union ” than that which had existed under the Confedera¬ 
tion : they saw that for the colonies there must be union or disin¬ 
tegration ; they thought union needful and they meant to have it 
in any necessary degree. But they had i.o special love for the 
union which they set about consummating, qnd they meant to 
have as little of it as possible, — as little as might be compatible 
with wise providence in respect of the welfare of the new-fledged 
states. They were even more afraid of having too strong a cen¬ 
tral government than of having one which was too weak, and they 
accepted the new constitution offered them by the Convention of 
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1787 because convinced of the truth of the arguments urged by»its 
friends to the effect that the union would be federal merely and 
would involve no real sacrifice of individuality or autonomy on 
the part of the states. 

1076. Early Sentiment towards the Union. — It is astonishing 
to us of this generation to learn how much both of hostility and 
of indifference was ffelt for the new government, which we see to 
have been the salvation of the country. E\ren»-those who helped 
to make it and who worked most sincerely for its adbption enter¬ 
tained grave doubts as to its durability; some of them even, in 
despondent moifcents, questioned its usefulness. Philosophic 
statesmen like Alexander Hamilton supported it with ardent pur¬ 
pose and sustained hope; but for the average citizen, who was not 
in the least degree philosophic, it was at first an object of quite 
unexciting contemplation. It was for his state, each man felt, 
that his blood and treasure had been poured out: it was that 
Massachusetts and Virginia might be free that the war had been 
fought, not that the colonies might have a new central government 
set up over them. Patriotism was state patriotism. The states 
were living, organic persons: the union was an arrangement, — 
possibly it would prove to be only a temporary arrangement; 
entirely new adjustments might have to be made.' 

1077. Early Tolerance of Threats of Secession. — It is by this 
frame of mind on the part of the first generation that knew the 
present Constitution that we must explain the undoubted early 
tolerance for threats <of secession. The Union was too young to 
be sacred; the self-love of the states wds too pronounced to be 
averse from the idea that complete state independence might at 
any time be resumed. Discontent in any quarter was tlw signal 
for significant hints at possible withdrawal. As the new system 
lived on from year to ye^r and from year to year approved itself 
strong and effective it became respected; as it gathered dignity 
and force regard vjas added to respect, until at,last the federal 
government became a rallying centre for great parties moved by 
genuine national sentiment. But at first neither lave nor respect 
shielded the federal, authorities from th6 jealousies and menaces 
of the states. The new government was to grow national "with 
the growth of a national history-and a national sentiment. 
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fo78. Growth of the National Idea. — The career and fate of 
the Federalist party very well illustrate the first state of opinion 
concerning the Union. The Federalist party was the party of 
the Constitution, — the party which had been chiefly instru¬ 
mental in bringing about the adoption of the :.ew frame of gov¬ 
ernment. Immediately upon the inauguration ol the present 
Union this party of,its friends was put in charge of the new 
central body t politic. It presided over the critic 1 period of its 
organization, and framed the first measures which gave it finan¬ 
cial credit, international consideration, security., and energy. 
But it soon became evident that the Federalists held views as to 
the nature of the in. ,v government which 701 all of those .who had 
fated for the adoption of the Constitution were willing to sanc¬ 
tion. They assumed for the federafhuthorities prerogatives of 
too great absoluteness, and seemed to many to be acting upon the 
fdea that the purpose of the Constitution was to subordinate, and 
if need be sacrifice, state interests to the interests of the general 
government. Very speedily, therefore, they brought a reaction 
upon themselves, and were displaced by a party which felt that 
the limitations put by the Constitution upon federal authority 
ought to be very strictly observed. This new party, calling itself 
‘ Democratic-Republican.’ may be said to have been created by the 
injudicious excesses of the Federalists; and from this point of 
view the Federalist party may be said to have effected its own 
destruction. After its first national defeat it never again came 
into power. Rapidly in some places, slowly in others, it went 
utterly to pie.ces. 

1079. But, although the Federalist party was destroyed, time 
ivorked* in favor of its political conceptions. The Denjoeratic- 
Republicans soon found that success in conducting theynffairs of 
the federal government was, even frv them, conditioned upon a 
very liberal reading of the authority conferred by the Constitu¬ 
tion ; ahd by slow degrees they drifted into practices of ‘ broad 
construction ’ quite as abhorrent to their own first principles as 
the much beiated measures of the Federalists had been. But the 
Democratic-Renublicans, — or the Democrat* as they were before 
long more briefly called, — had the advantage of a corresponding 
change in public dpinion. That, too, was steadily baapming 
(UHtionalist in its tendencies. 
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1080. Railroads, Expansion, and War aid the National Idea.'— 

So long as the people of one section of the country saw little or 
nothing of the people of the other sections, separateness of feel¬ 
ing and localness of view continued to exist and to exercise a 
controlling forced the majority of the people continued to put 
the states before the nation in their thoughts and to demand 
more or less punctilious regard for state prerogatives. But when 
railroads began to be built and to^ multiply; when j>eople from 
all parts of the Union began to go out and settle the West 
together; whqn seeing each other and trading with each other 
began to make tlie people of all the states very ipuch alike in 
most of the greater thipgs of habit and institution, and even in 
most of the smaller things of opinion and conduct; when new* 
states which had grown up iu the West without any of the old 
conservative colonial traditions began to be admitted to the Union 
in increasing numbers, regarding themselves as born in and of 
th«. Union; when a second war with England and a hot struggle 
with Mexico had tested the government and strengthened a sen¬ 
timent of national patriotism, — then at length it began to be 
very generally thought that the Federalists had been right after 
all; that the federal government ought to come firs,t in considera¬ 
tion, even at the cost of some state pride. 

1081. Slavery stands in the Way of Nationality. — What stood 
most in the way of the universal growth of this sort of national 
feeling was the great differepce between the northern and southern 
portions of the Unioft caused by the existence of slavery in the 
South. So long as the laborers in the South were slayes and those 
of the North free men, these two sections could "not become like 
one another either socially or politically, and could not have the, 
same national feeling. The North and Northwest meant one 
thing when they spoke of the nation; while the South meant quite 
another thing. Each meant a nation socially and politically like 
itself. The two sections, therefore, rapidly becatme dissatisfied 
with living together under the same political system, and the seces¬ 
sion so much talked about in various quarters in th# earlier days 
of the Union at last became a reality. Inevitably cpme the war of 
secession, by means of whose fiery processes Ihe differences of insti¬ 
tution between North and South were to be swept utterly away. 
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•1082. Civil-War completes the Union.— The war wrought 
changes of the most profound character. Secession was pre¬ 
vented, the Union was preserved, and slavery was forever 
abolished; these were the immediate effects of the struggle. 
But the remoter results were even more important. They pene¬ 
trated to the changing of the very nature of the'Union, though 
the form of the federal government remained in all < ssential feat¬ 
ures unaltered. »ThS great effect of the wa: was. tliat the nation 
was made, ’in social institutions, at last homogene jus. There 
was no longer any permanent reason why the Sc 'th should not 
become like the rest of the country in chai .icter and sentiment. 
Both section! were brought to the same mo : e ■ of life and thought; 
.there was no longer any legal obstacle to \Leir being in reality one 
great nation. The effort made in £lyj var, moreover, to preserve 
the Union, and the result of the war in making the country at 
, last socially homogeneous throughout, has made the federal gov¬ 
ernment, as the representative of the nation, seem greater in oui 
eyes than ever before, and has permanently modified in the pro- 
foundest manner the way in which all the old questions concern¬ 
ing constitutionality and state rights are regarded. 

1083. Present Character of the Union. — It by no means fol¬ 
lows that because we have become in the fullest organic sense 
a nation, ours has become a unitary government, its federal feat¬ 
ures merged in a new national organization. The government 
of the Union has indeed become permanent, the cherished repre¬ 
sentative, the vital organ of our life as a nation; but the states 
have not been swallowed up. Their prerogatives are as essential 
to our system as ever, — are indeed becoming more and more 
essential to it from year to year as the already vastly complex 
’organism of the nation expands. But, instead of regarding the 
government of the United States and the government *of a state 
as two governments, as our fathers uii, ve now regard them,— 
if we ipay make a matter-of-fact analysis of our working views in 
politics, — as two parts of one and the same government, two 
complementary parts of a single system. The value of the plan 
of government 'which oar statesmen adopted at the first, the plan 
of functions aivided between national and state authorities, has 
depreciated not a yhit: we ave only a little less anxious about 
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the clearness of the lines of division. The national goVernmeat 
still has its charter, somewhat enlarged since the war, but sub¬ 
stantially the same document as of old; and the national authori¬ 
ties must still confine themselves to measures within the sanction 
of that charter. <£he state governments, too, still have their 
charters, and Still have valid claim to all powers not specifically 
delegated to the goverLment of the Union. Liberal construction 
of the federal charter the nation wants, but hot .a false construc¬ 
tion of it. The nation properly comes before the statfes in honor 
and importance, not because it is more important than they are, 
but because it is all important to them and to the maintenance of 
every principle of government which we h|ve established and 
still cherish. The national government is the organic frame of, 
the states: it has enabled, still enables, them to exist. 

1084. Present Character of the Government of the Union_ 

It is perhaps most in accordance with the accomplished results 
of jour national development to describe the government of the 
United States, not as a dual government, but as a double govern¬ 
ment, so complete is the present integration of its state and fed¬ 
eral parts. Government with us has ceased to be plural and has 
become singular, the government of the United States. Distinct 
as are its parts, they are not separate. The state and federal 
systems are so adjusted under our public law that they may not 
only operate smoothly and effectively each in the sphere which is 
exclusively its own, but also fit into each other with perfect har¬ 
mony of cooperation, wherever their jurisdictions cross or are 
parallel, acting as parts of one and the ‘same frame of govern¬ 
ment, with an uncontested subordination of fundtions and an 
undoubted common aim. 

1085. Although these two parts of our government are thus 
vitally united, however, thus integrated into what is in reality 
a single scheme of government, state law by no means depends 
upon federal law jEor its sanction. The Constitution* of the 
United* States and the laws and treaties passed in pursuance 
thereof are indeed the supreme law of the land,,but their su¬ 
premacy does not trench upon or displace the self-originated 
authority of the states in the immensely important sphere re- 
served_ to them. Although it is true, taking our system as a 
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whole, that the' governments of the states are subordinate in our 
political order to the government of the Union, they are not sub¬ 
ordinate in the sense of being subject to be commanded by it, but 
only in being less than national in their jurisdiction. 

1086. The States not Administrative Divisions bnt Constituent 
Members of the Union. —The common and oorveaihnt distinction 
between central and local government furnishes here no appropri¬ 
ate ground of discriihination. A central goverS jent, as eontra- 
distinguished from a local government within the meaning of 
that distinction, is a government which presc ribes both the con¬ 
stitution and the mode of action of the lesser brgans of the sys¬ 
tem to which it belongs. This the governments of the states do 
with reference to the townships, the counties, the cities within 
their territories: these local bodice-.arc merely administrative 
divisions of the states, agencies delegated to do the daily work 
of local government. But there is no such relationship between 
the federal government and the states. They are not adminis¬ 
trative divisions but constituent members of the Union, coordi¬ 
nate with the Union in their powers, in no sense subject to it 
in their appropriate spheres. They are excluded, indeed, by the 
federal Constitution from the exercise of certain functions, but 
the great and all-important functions which they do exercise 
are not given them* by that Constitution : they are exercised, on 
the contrary, upon the completest principles of self-direction. 
We may properly distinguish the government of a county and 
the government of a state by the distinction between local and 
central government, burt not the government of a state and the 
government of the Uniom 

> 

Character, Organs, and Functions of the States. 

f 

1087. The States properly come first in a description of the 
government of this country, not only because, it was in conform¬ 
ity with state models and precedents that the federal govdlffinent. 
was constructed, but also and more particularly because the great 
bulk .of the business of government still ^rests with the s^ate 
authorities. The stages still carry by far the greater part of 
the weight of the governing function, still constitute the ordinary 
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fountains of justice and of legal right, still stahd nearest tfce 
people in the regulation of all their social And legal relation¬ 
ships. Like the Swiss Cantons (sec. 643), our states Have given 
to the government which binds them together their own forms of 
constitution. Evfen more than the Cantons, our states have re¬ 
tained their iSght to rule their citizens in all ordinary matters 
without federal interflrence. They are the chief creators of law 
among us. They are the chief constituent ’unite of our political 
system not only, but are also self-directivfe units. They make up 
the mass, the body, the constituent tissue, the organic stuff of the 
government of thd'country. “ The federal government,” as Tocque- 
ville said, “is the exception; the government of the states is the 
rule.” To them is intrusted our daily welfare, to the federal gov. 
ernment only certain collects. interests. Upon the character of the 
state governments depends the character of the nation in its several 
constituent members; upon the character of the federal govern. 
m»nt depends the character of the nation as a whole. If we are 
to begin our study of our institutions at the centre, at the heart 
of self-government, we must begin with the states. 

1088. The Law of the States: its Character. —The law of each 
state consists of two great parts, (1) the Constitution, statutes, and 
treaties of the United States and ’(2) the constitution and statutes 
of the state. The Constitution, statutes, and tfeaties of the United 
States are the supreme law of the land not so much in the sense 
of being set above the constitutions and laws of the states as in 
the sense of being, by virtue of the principles of our public law, 
integral parts of the law of the states.*' The constitutions of 
several of the states explicitly declarq the Constitution of the 
United,States to be a part of their fundamental lav/: but such 
declarations are only formal recognitions of a principle now in all 
cases indubitable. On tlynr legal as well as on their political side 
the two parts of our system have been completely integrated. 
Upon the state eovrts as well as upon the courts of thet United 
States rests the duty of administering federal law. The federal 
Constitution is a negative portion of state law in respect of the 
limitations which it g ets to the sphere of* state activity; but the 
laws passed by Congress under the authority oi that Constitu- 
tion^gre also positive portions of state law/ whose mandates all 
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officers of government, whether state or federal, are bound to 
obey. , 

1089. Tlie constituted authorities of the states do not stand in 
the same relation, however, to the Constitution and hrws of the 
Union that they bear to state law. Of state lay they are the 
final interpreters, but of federal law they are only provisional in¬ 
terpreters. In acting upon federal law state o$jeers always act 
subject to tlie supervision of the federal tribunals. 

1090. The functions of the state courts with regard to the inter¬ 
pretation of federal law very forcibly illustrate Llih adjustments of our 
system. If in any case brought in a state court i tie question arise whether 
a certain state law involved in the case is or is’n it in violation of the Con¬ 
stitution of tlie United States, the court may .'reply give its judgment upon 
the question, and if its judgment be thifTthe state law is not constitutional 
that judgment is conclusive. If, however, it should declare tlie law to be 
in agreement witli the federal Constitution, its opinion may be cited to a 
federal tribunal for revision. The federal law is, thus, not regarded qs a 
thing apart from the law of a state, too sacred to be bandied by any but 
the federal courts, its specially, constituted guardians: it is a part of state 
law and the state courts may declare and apply its principles. But in tlie 
last resort the federal courts must themselves shield it from a too liberal 
or too prejudiced judgment by state judges, who may very conceivably 
be Interested to vindicate the statutes of their state as against any objec¬ 
tions drawn from the law of the Union. Both for the sake of making it 
uniform and for the sake of keeping it supreme federal law must receive 
its final adjudication in its own < arts. 

1091. Scope of State Law. — A moment’s thought suffices to 
reveal how very great a field of activity, how preponderant a part 
remains un^er our system to the states. The powers of the fed¬ 
eral government seem great by enumeration. Besides being in¬ 
trinsically powers of the greatest importance, they are -made the 
more imposing in the Constitution by Ihe f ict of their being set 
forth in an exhaustive list. The residuum of powers that remains 
to the ‘states, Consisting as it does of uneilumerated itep^s, is 
vague, and because vague seems unimportant by comparison. 
A moment’s examination of this residuum however, a moment’s 
consideration of its contents, puts a very different face on the 
matter. It is worth while for the sake of an adequate under¬ 
standing of the real'division of powers under our goveriiih3nt.,to 



472 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

give to the powers remaining with the etates something like the 
same setting forth that is given to those granted to the TJnion. 

1092. Legislative Powers of the Union —The Constitution of 
the United States^grants to Congress first of all the power to lay 
and collect tajes, duties, imposts, and excises for the support of 
the government of the Union, the payment of its debts, and the 
promotion of the common defence and welfarf, and also the power 
to borrow money on the credit of Jhe United States,; but these 
powers of taxation and borrowing belong also to the states, except 
that they mus* r%ise their revenues without resort to duties, im¬ 
posts, and excises, the privilege of imposing these bsing reserved 
to the Union exclusively. The powers which distinguish the 
general government from the governments of the states are not' 
these powers of raising money' but these others: To control the 
monetary system of the country, to maintain post-offices and post¬ 
roads, to grant patents and copyrights, to deal with crimes com- 1 
miffed on the high seas or against the law of nations, to shape the 
foreign relations of the country, to declare war and control the 
military forces of the nation, and to regulate commerce both with 
foreign countries and among the states. It is empowered also to 
establish uniform rules of naturalisation and uniform laws concern¬ 
ing bankruptcy; but these powers do not belong to it exclusively. 
In case Congress does not act in these matters, the states may 
adopt laws for themselves concerning them. All the powers of 
the general government are.plainly such as affect interests which 
it would be impossible to regulate harmoniously by any scheme 
of separate state action, and only such; all other powers whatever 
remain with the states. 

1093/ Powers withheld from the States- — Some powers, it ia 
true, the (Constitution of the United States expressly withholds 
from the states, besides those granted exclusively to the general 
government. No state may pass any bill of attainder, ex post facto 
law ,,sk law impairing the obligation of contract's, or grhnt any 
title of nobility; no state may, without the consent of Congress, 
lay any imposts or duties, keep troops or ( ships of ifrar in time of 
peace, enter into arfy agreement with another state or with a 
foreign power, or engage in war unless actually invaded or in such 
immediate danger as will not admit of delay! But these prohibi 
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tkms obviously curtail, scarcely at all'the sphere which the states 
would in any case normally occupy within the scheme of federal 
union. 

1094. Powers left with the States. — Compared with the vast 
prerogatives of the state legislatures, thest^ limitations seem 
small enough. All the civil and religious jV uta *of cur citizens 
depend upon state legislation; the educdt’on «f ti e people is 
in the care of tire states; with them rests the*r< gulation of the 
suffrage; they prescribe the mles of marriage, and the ’egal relar 
tions of husband and wife, of parent and child ; they determine the 
powers of masters over servants and the whold law of principal 
and agent, which i« so vital a matter in al 1 business transactions; 
.they regulate partnership, debt and c.reAit, and insurance; they 
constitute all corporations, both >-xvate and municipal, except 
such as specially fulfil the financial or other specific functions of 
.the federal government; they control the possession, distribution, 
and use of property, the exercise of trades, and all contjact 
relations; and they formulate and administer all criminal law, 
except only that which concerns crimes committed against the 
United States, on the high seas, or against the law of nations. 
Space would fail in which to enumerate the particular items of 
this vast range of power; to detail its parts would be to catalogue 
all social and business relationships, to set forth all the founda¬ 
tions of law and order. 

1096. A striking illustration of the preponderant part played by state 
law under our system is supplied in the surprising fact that only one out 
of the dozen greatest suojects of legislation which have engaged the public 
mind in England, during the present century would have come within the 
powers of |he federal government under the Constitution as it stood'before 
• the war, only two under the Constitution as it stands since the addition of 
the war amendments. I suppose that I am justified in singling out as 
these twelve greatest subjects of legislatio.'ntlio following: Catholic eman¬ 
cipation, parliamentary reform, the abolition of slavery, the amendment 
of tin poor-laws, the reform of municipal corpor."tions, the repeal of the 
com laws, the admission of the Jews to Parliament, the disestablishment, 
of the Irish church, the alteration of the Irish land laws, the establishment 
of national education, the introduction of the ballot, and the Teforrn of the 
criminal law. Of these every one except the edrn laws and the abolition 
of slavery would have been under our system, so far as they could be 
dealt with at all, subjects for stdte regulation entirely; and ibwas only 
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by constitutional amendment made in recognition of the accomplished 
facts of the war that slavery, which was formerly a question reserved 
for state action, and for state action alone, was brought within the field 
of the federal authority. 1 

1096. ITon-qpnsfitntional Provisions in State Constitutions.— 

One of the most characteristic circumstances connected with our 
state law is the,,threatened loss of all real, distinction between 
constitutional and ordinary law. f Constitutions a^e in their 
proper nature bodies of law by which government is constituted, 
by which, that ^s, government is given its organization and 
functions. Private law, the regulation of the relations of citi¬ 
zens to each other in. their private capacities, does not fall 
within their legitimate province. This principle is fully recog¬ 
nized in the construction oT our federal Constitution, which 
is strong and flexible chiefly because of its great, its admirable 
simplicity and its strictly constitutional scope. But constitution- 
niEflang in the states, especially in the newer states, has pro¬ 
ceeded upon no such idea. Not pnly do the constitutions of 
the states go very much more into detail in their prescriptions 
touching the organization of the government; they go far beyond 
organic provisions and undertake the ordinary, but .very different, 
work of legislative enactment. They commonly embody regula¬ 
tions, for example, with reference to the management of state 
property, such as canals and roads, and for the detailed adminis¬ 
tration of the state debt; they determine the amounts and sorts 
of property which are to be exempt from seizure for private 
debt; they formulate sumptuary laws, such as thope forbidding 
the sale of intoxicating liquors; at a score of pointy they enter 
without hesitation or restraint the field usually reserved 'for the 
action ofrlegislative bodies. 

1097. Distrust of Legislation. — The motive is dissatisfaction 
with legislation, distrust of* legislators, a wish to secure for cer¬ 
tain .cesses of law* a greater permanency and stability'than is 
vouchsafed to statutes, which stand in constant peril of altera- 

< 

T Compare J. F. Jamdson, Introduction to the Constitutipnal and Political 
History of the Individual States, Johns Hopkins University Studies in His¬ 
torical *r.d Political Science, 4th Series^, p. 9 (continvous p. 189). 
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tioli or repeal. A further*motive is the desire to give to such 
laws the ^auction of a popular vote. The practice has its 
analogies to the Swiss Referendum (secs. 056, 658, 609). It is 
the almost universal practice throughout the T jiion to submit 
constitutional provisions to a vole of the people: .and the non¬ 
constitutional provisions which are becomirg so com non in our 
constitutions are virtually only ordinary ,aws submitted to 
popular sanction' and so plat ed, along with the re.,t of the 
instrument of which they form incongruous parte, bej ond the 
liability of being changed otherwise than through the acquies¬ 
cence of the-, same ultimate authority. T’c practice perhaps 
discovers a tendency towards devising Ttcans for making all 
very important legal provisions dependent upon direct popular 
participation in the process of enactment. 

• 1098. The Objections to the practice are as obvious as they are 
weighty. General outlines of organization, such as the Constitution of 
the United States contains, may be made to stand without essential altera¬ 
tion for long periods together, but, in proportion as constitutions make 
provision for interests whose aspects must change from time to time with 
changing circumstance, they enter the domain of such law as must be 
subject to constant modification and adaptation. Not only must the dis¬ 
tinctions between constitutional and ordinary law hitherto recognized and 
valued tend to be fatally obscured, but the much to be desired stability of 
constitutional provisions must in great part bo sacrificed. Those constitu¬ 
tions which contain the largest amount of extraneous matter, which does 
not concern at all the structiue or func ious of government, but only 
private or particular interests, must of course, Hbwever carefully drawn, 
prove subject to most frequent change. In some of our states, accord¬ 
ingly, constitutions have been as often changed as important statutes. 
The danger,, is that constitution-making will become with us only a cum- 

* brous mode of legislation. 

1099. In one or two of the states the b iviss Referendum has 
been more exactly reproduced, though not, so far as I know, in 
conscious imitation of Swiss example. Thus’che Wisconsinjion- 
otitution leaves it with the people to decide whether banks shall 
be established’by state law or not; and the constitution of Min¬ 
nesota, makes certain railway laws and all Appropriations from 
the internal improvement land fund of the state dependent for 
their validity upon the sanction of a popular vote. ' , 
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1100. The objections to the Referendum art that it assumes a discrffni. 
nating judgment and a fulness of information on the part of the people 
touching questions of public policy which they do not often possess, and 
that it lowers the sense of responsibility on the part of legislators. 

1101. Constitutional Amendments. — The amendment of state 
constitutions,"like the amendment of the federal Constitution, can 
be effected only by elaborate, formal, and unusual processes which 
are meant to hedge the fundamental law' about with a greater 
dignity and sanctity than attaches to any other liody of legal 
precepts. Tip theory of our whole constitutional arrangement 
is, that the people have not only, in establishing their constitu¬ 
tions, bound their agepts, the governing bodies and officials of 
the states, but have also bound themselves, — have bound them¬ 
selves to change the fundasrj ental rules which they have made 
only by certain formal and deliberate processes which must mark 
the act of change as at once solemn and fully advised. 

*•' 1102. In England, as we have seen (sec. 917), constitutional amend¬ 
ment is not distinguishable from simple^ legislation. Parliament may, by 
simple Act, change any, even the most fundamental, principle of govern¬ 
ment that the deliberate opinion of the nation wishes to see changed. 
Where the constitution consists for the most part of mere precedent, and 
for the rest of Acts of Parliament or royal ordinances Simply, it may be 
altered as easily as precedent may be departed from. In England that is 
not easily. The great conservative force there is the difficulty with which 
Englishmen abandon established courses. In France constitutional 
amendment differs from ordinary legislation only in this, that the two 
chambers must sit together at Versailles, as a single National Assembly, 
when passing laws which affect the constitution (Rec. 411). In Germany 
constitutional amendment differs from ordinary legislation only in the 
number of votes required for the passage <bf an amendment through the 
Burnt esrat.h, in which fourteen negative votes will defeat it (secs. 490, 603). 
In the ^United States, on the contrary, constitutional amendment differs 
from ordinary legislation ( Jooth in formal procedure and in the political 
powers called into action to effect it. 

1103. Preliminary Steps of Amendment. —Legislature, with 
us, cannot of themselves undertake any general revision of the 
fundamental law. In case a general revision of a 'state constitu¬ 
tion is sought to be affected, the legislature is empowered tp pro¬ 
pose the calling of a popular convention'to be chosen specially 
ffit tbt purpose; the question whether or riot such a convention 
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shfill be called must be Submitted to the people; if they vote for 
its being summoned, it is elected by the usual suffrage; it meets 
and undertakes the revision, and then usually submits the results 
of its labors to the popular vote, which may either accept those 
results, or reject them and fall back upon the old constitutional 
arrangements. 

O' 

1104. In many of the states a proposition for the c? 11 ig of such a con¬ 
vention may be submitted to the people only if adopted by a two-thirds 
vote of both houses of the legislature. The new state cons' itution, adopted 
in South Carolina (1895) and in Delaware (1897) were not submitted to 
the popular vote, but were promulgated as law bv the’ conventions which 
framed them. This method of adoption was one. not uncommon ; but it 
is now very unusual. 

1105. Proposal of Amendments. -• Legislatures may, however, 
themselves propose particular amendments to constitutional pro¬ 
visions. In some of the states a mere majority vote suffices for 
the preliminary adoption of amendments by the legislature, 
though in most states larger majorities, ranging from three-fifths 
of a quorum to two-thirds of all the elected members of each 
house, must be obtained. But in almost all cases popular sanc¬ 
tion must follow: a vote of the people being made an indispen¬ 
sable condition precedent to the incorporation of an amendment 
in the fundamental’law. In many states, indeed, amendments 
proposed thus by the legislat-ire must be adopted by two succes¬ 
sive legislatures, besides receiving the people’s sanction, before 
they can become part of the constitution. In some a popular vote 
intervenes between the two legislative adoptions which must be 
had before the desired amendment is effected. In Delaware 
gmendnlents' may be made without a popular vote, if adopted 
by a two-thirds vote in two successive legislatures, a renewal of 
the representative house by election intervening. 

1106. The details of these processes differ widely in different states. 
In Vermont only the senate can propose amendments, and it only at 
intervals of ten years. In Connecticut amendments can be originated 
only by the house of representatives. Various restrictions, too, are in 
many of the states put upon the number of clauses of the constitution to 
which amendments can be proposed at any single legislative session, the 
number of times amendments may be submitted to the people within a 
specified term of years, and the method to be followed inThe popular vote 
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when more than one amendment is submitted/ In most states^ too, special 
popular majorities are required for the adoption of all constitutional changes. 

1107. These processes of amendment have been found by ho means so 
difficult as they seem. The habit of inserting in state constitutions enact¬ 
ments not properly belonging with constitutional provisions, and which 
must he subject to frequent alteration, has led to frequent appeals to the 
people for purposes of amendment, and has served to show how easy 
amendment majr be made. So easy and normal, indeed, have appeals to 
the people in state affairs become that the constitution of New Hampshire 
goes the length of providing for the Submission to the vot (s of the people 
every seven years of the question whether or not the state constitution shall 
be revised by a convention called for the purpose, while that of Iowa com¬ 
mands the submission of the same question to the people tvery ten years, 
that of Michigan every n'xteen years ; and the constitutions of New York, 
Ohio, Virginia, and Maryland direct its submission every twenty years. " 

1108. Conflict of Laws. — The plan of leaving to the states the 
regulation of all that portion of the law which most nearly touches 
oitr daily interests, and which in effect determines the whole 
structure of society, the whole organic action of industry and 
business, has some very serious disadvantages: disadvantages 
which make themselves more and more emphatically felt as 
modern tendencies of social and political development more and 
more prevail over the old conservative forces. When the,Consti¬ 
tution of the Union was framed the states were practically very 
far^istant from one another. Difficulties of travel very greatly 
restricted intercourse between them: being, so to say, physically 
separate, it was no iiiconvenienee that they were also legally sepa¬ 
rate. But now that the railroad and tie telegraph have made 
the country small both to the traveller,and to the sender of mes¬ 
sages the states have been geographically and socialfy compacted- 
Above ^}1, they have been commercially and industrially knit 
together. State division®, it turns out, are not natural economic 
divisions; they practically .constitute no boundaries at all to any 
distinctly marked* industrial regions. Variety ‘ and conflict of 
laws, consequently, have brought not a little friction and confu¬ 
sion into our social and business arrangements. * 

1109. Detrimental' Effects. — At some points tips diversity] and 
multiformity of law almost fatally affect the deepest and most 
sliding interests of the national life. Abdve all things else, it 



THE GOVUWMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 479 
\ 

hafi touched the mart, age relation, that tap-root of all social 
growth, with a deadly corruption. Not only has the mairiage tie 
been very greatly relaxed in some of the states, while in others it 
retains its old-time tightness, so that the conservative mles which 
jealously guarded the family, as the heart of tae state, promise 
amid the confusion to be almost forgotten; out diversities be¬ 
tween state and state have made possible^ the most scandalous 
processes of collusive*di vorce and fraudulent mamage. 

1110. It, has become possible for either party to a marriage to go into 
another state, and, without acquiring there even a leijal •csidence, obtain 
from its courts a routine divorce because the othi.r party has not answered 
a summons published only in the state in whi Ji suit is instituted and there¬ 
fore practically certain not to he brought to Hie notice of the person for 
whom it is intended. Under such a jjyg'em a person may be divorced 
without knowing it, and it may be possible for a man to have different 
wives, or a woman different husbands, in several states at the same time. 

1111. In the Matter of Taxation so great a variety of law pb- 
tains among the states as to preclude in part a normal and 
healthy economic development. Special taxes drive out certain 
employments from some states, special exemptions artificially 
foster them in others; and in many quarters ill-judged or ill- 
adjusted systems of taxation tend to hamper industry and 
exclude capital. Scf, too, in the matter of corporations diversity 
of state law works great coi fusion and partial disaster to# the 
interests of commerce and industry, not only because some 
states are less careful in their creation and control of corpora¬ 
tions than others, and so work harm to their own citizens, but 
also because loosely or uijwisely incorporated companies created 
J>y the'laws of one state may do business and escape proper 
responsibility in another state. 

1112. In tiie Criminal Law, again, varjet; works social 1 damage, 
tending to concentrate crime where laws are lax, and to under¬ 
mine by diffused percolation the very principles which social 
experience has established for the control of the vicious brasses. 
So, too, in laws concerning debt, special exemptions or special 
embarrassments of procedure here, there, an$L everywhere impair 
that'delicate instrument, credit, upon whose perfect operation the 
prosperity of a commercial nation depends. 
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1113. Proposals of Reform. —It is in ^ievv of such k state*of 
affairs, such a multiformity and complexity of law touching mat¬ 
ters which ought, for the good of the country, to be uniformly 
and simply regulated throughout the Union, that various exten¬ 
sions of the sphere of the federal government have been proposed 
by sanguine reformers, who would have all interests which need 
for their advancement-uniform rules of law given over to the care 
of Congress by constitutional amendment. 1 

1114. Evils of the Case easily 1 exaggerated. — The extent of 
the legal friction and confusion complained of may, however, 
easily be exaggerated. It is in most cases a confusion of detail 
and of procedure rather than of principle on. substance, and has 
more exasperations for the lawyer than for the layman. Unques¬ 
tionably there is vastly more .uniformity than diversity. All the 
states have built up their law upon the ancient and common 
foundation of the Common Law of England, the new states bor¬ 
rowing their legislation in great part from the old. Nothing 
could afford clearer evidence of this than the freedom with which, 
in the courts of nearly every state in the Union, the decisions 
of the courts of the .other states, and even the decisions of the 
English courts, are cited as suggestive or illustrative, some¬ 
times also as authoritative, precedent. Everywhere, for instance, 
the laws'of property rest upon substantially the same bases of 
legdfc principle, and everywhere those laws have been similarly 
freed from the burdens and inequalities of the older system from 
which they were derived. Everywhere there is the same facility 
of transfer, the same virtual abolition oV all feudal character¬ 
istics of tenure, the same separation ^between*the* property in¬ 
terests of man and wife, the same general rules as to liens and 
other claims on property, the same principles of tenancy, of dis¬ 
position f Dy will, of intestate inheritance, and of dower. Every¬ 
where, too, contracts, common carriage, sales, negotiable paper, 
and partnership rert upon similar principles of .practicaily uni¬ 
versal acceptance. We feel the conflicts, because we suffer under 
their vexations; while we fail to realize and appreciate the uni¬ 
formities because they are normal and hale come to seem matters 
of course. It must be acknowledged, moreover, that even within 
the area cl Imitation there are strong corrective forces at work, a 
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gfowing moral sentiment .and a fashion of imitation, promising 
the initiaUon and propagation of reform. As the country grows 
socially and politically, its tendency is to compact, l<> get a com¬ 
mon thought and establish common practices. -As is compacts, 
likenesses will be emphasized, diversities pare : uii£ worn away. 

1115. Louisiana, among the stales, and Ne.iv jiexkn, among the terri- 
torios, stand apajt with a peculiar law of their own, v.ilike the law of the 
rest of the .slates, because based, upon the civil law of France tnd Spain, 
which is Roman law filtered through the histories cn the Romance nations. 
Inevitably, however, the laws of these exceptional communities have ap¬ 
proximated in some degree to the legal systems oi th*e rest of the Union ; 
and they will draw still closer to them in the tu. ure. 

t 

1116. Interstate Law: Commerce. —In a country being thus 
compacted, thus made broader thaff its states in its feelings and 
interests, thus turned away from the merely local enterprise of 
its early indtistrial history to the national commerce and produc¬ 
tion of the present generation, state lines must coincide with the 
lines of very few affairs whjch are not political: there must be 
many calls for the adjusting weight of an authority larger than 
that of any single state. Most such interests, happily, are 
commercial in their nature, and with the regulation of interstate 
commerce Congress has always been charged. It was to give 
Congress this power, indeed, that the great constitutional con¬ 
vention was called: interstate commerce was one of the ftiief 
sources of the alarming lrietion between the states which 
marked that time of crisis. It is by the operation of this power 
that the great railroad systems of this country, and the endless 
telegraph lines, have come under the guardianship, and, so far 
as Congress has chosen, under the regulation of the federal 
government. Federal law cannot touch agencies of commerce 
which lie wholly within a single state;»but there are nowadays 
very few such agencies, and the ju-isdietion of Congress over 
commerce, whefe it does exist, is exclusive of all interference by 
the states. Federal law controls all navigable waters which 
constitute natural highways of interstate traffic or intercourse, 
whether directly or only through their conn#ctions; it extends to 
such waters, not only, but also to the control of the means by 
which commerce m&y cross them in its land*- •pissa^'to the 
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construction, that is, of bridges over,navigable waters for the 
facilitation of land traffic. It excludes every sta|e tax or 
license law, evpry state regulation whatever, that in any way 
affects by way vd restriction or control any movement of com¬ 
merce or intercourse between the states. 

1117. Posts and Telegraphs. —Directly supplementary to the 
power of Congress over interstate commence is its power to 
establish post-offices and post-roads. This has ‘been interpreted 
to bestow upon Congress the right to facilitate telegraphic inter¬ 
course between the states by taking measures to break down 
exclusive privileges granted by a state; and it must, undoubtedly 
be taken as rounding out to a perfect wholeness the control of 
the general government over the means of communication 
between state and state. 

1118. Of course, too, this is a jurisdiction which must necessarily ad¬ 
vance with lengthening strides as the movements of our already vast com¬ 
merce become yearly even wider still and more rapid. It has been made, 
indeed, to carry also a promise even of federal ownership of the telegraph 
systems of the country, and of a very much more extensive regulation of 
railway management than has yet been ventured upon. The most signifi¬ 
cant step yet taken was the creation, in 1887, of an Interstate Commerce 
Commission charged with the prevention of unjust discriminations in 
railroad rates either for freight or passage. This Commission has’already 
become one of the most important judicial bodies of the nation, and 
illustrates a very important experiment in federal control (sec. 1851). 

I 

1119. Citizenship. — Citizenship in the United States illus¬ 
trates the double character of the government. IVhoever pos¬ 
sesses citizenship at all is a citizen koth of the United States 
and of • the state in which he lives. He cannot be^'a citizen of 
the United States alone, or only of a state; he must be a citizen 
of both or of neither: the two parts of his citizenship cannot 
be separated. The responsibilities of citizenship, too, are both 
double, and direct. ' Under our federal system puiiishment for the 
violation of federal law falls directly upon individuals, as does 
punishment for the violation of state law j the obligation of obedi¬ 
ence is in both cases'direct: every citizen must obey both federal 
law and the law of his own state. His citizenship involves direct 
relations' witfiTlLe authorities of both parts 6f the government of 
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the country, and conr ots him as immediately -with the power 
of the marshals of the United States as with the power of the 
sheriff of nis own county, or the constable of his own town. 

1120. The population of the United States is prc’.-'ibly less stationary 
in its residence than the population of any other .ountry in the world, 
and frequent changes of residence have led to a great facilitation of the 
transfer of citizenship from one state to another. A -ery brief term of 
residence in a new hoAie in another state secures the privileges of citizen¬ 
ship there: but in transferring his state citizenship a •itiztn does not 
affect his citizenship of the United States at all. The term of residence 
required for the acquirement of the privilege of suffrage varies from three 
months to t.' o years and a half, but is in most eases one year. 

1121. Elements of Confusion. — A’verv considerable amount of 

f 

obscurity, it must be admitted, surrounds the question of citizenship 
in the United States. The laws of op’-, states have so freely extended to 
aliens the right to hold property, and even the right to vote after a mere 
declaration of intention to become naturalized citizens (see sec. 1143), — 
have, in brief, so freely endowed aliens with all the most substantial and 
distinguishing privileges of citizenship, — that it has become extremely 
difficult to draw any clear line, any distinction not merely formal, between 
citizens and aliens. Of course if a person who is not formally naturalized 
exchanges residence in a state in which he was allowed the privileges of 
citizenship for residence in a state in which those privileges are denied 
him, he can complain of no injustice or inequality. The Constitution of 
the United States commands that “the citizens of each state shall be 
entitled to all the privileges and Immunities of citizens in the several 
states ”; but only federal law admits aliens to formal citizenship, and 
only formal citizenship can give to any one, wherever he may go, a right 
to the privileges and immunities of citizenship. The suffrage in particular 
is a privilege which each state may grant upon terms of its own choosing, 
provided only that those terms be not inconsistent with a republican form 

of government (sec. 1143). : 

• 

1122. Naturalization. —Naturalization is the name given to 
the acquirement of citizenship by an alien. The powdr to pre¬ 
scribe uniform rules of naturalization rests with Congress alone, 
by graft of the Constitution. The states cannot make rules of 
their own in the matter, though they may, singularly and incon¬ 
sistently enough, admit to the privileges of citizenship on what 
terms they please (sec. 1143). The national naturalization law 
requires that the person who wishes to become a citizen must 
apply to a court of, law in the state or torri to ry..ln-vy h i oh he 
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desires to exercise the rights of citizenship for'foririal papers 
declaring him a legal citizen; that before receiving such papers 
he must take oath to be an orderly and loyal citizen 1 and must 
renounce any Utle of nobility he may have held; and that in 
order to obtain such papers he must have lived in the United 
States at lea* five years, and in the state or territory in which 
he makes application- at least one year; and at least two years 
before his application he must have declared in-court under oath 
his intention to become a naturalized citiien. 

1123. It is not necessary for a person who became a resident of the 
United Stated thfee years before coming of age to make, such a sworn 
declaration of his intention to become a citizen. Jf a man who has made 
such sworn declaration dfics before taking out his papers of naturalization^ 
his widow and minor children may become citizens by merely taking the 
necessary oath of citizenship at ine proper time. The children of persona 
who become naturalized, if they live in the United States, and are under 
twenty-one years of age when their parents take the oath of citizenship,- 
become citizens by virtue of the naturalization of their parents. 

1124. In Germany, it will be remembered, the terms and conditions 
upon which foreigners are to be admitted to citizenship are also regulated 
by federal law (sec. 567); while in Switzerland citizenship in its fulness 
can be conferred only by cantonal law, though naturalization is regulated 
by federal provision (sec. 062). The European states have, however, 
very few of the problems of naturalization which confront and confound 
us in the United States. The whole world is not'coming to them as it is 
coming to us. 

1125. Citizenship under a Confederation. — The possession of a 
national naturalization law is one of the practical political features which 
distinguish our general government from the government of a mere 
confederation. The states which compose it are the only ‘citizens’ of a 
confederation: for the individual there is no federal citizenship; and the 
transfer by an individual of his citizenship from one state to*another 
within the confederation is as much a mere matter of international comity 

as if the states were not bound together by any common law. 
o 

1126. Central Governments of the States. — The governments 
of the states depend for their structure and powers entirely upon 
written' fundamental law,—upon documents which we may call 
popular charters. It was, as I have said, upon the models and 
precedents furnished, by the govermnents-of the thirteen original 
states that the federal government was constructed, and this was 
one of Jtbe' f.TJferes copied: the state governments, no less dis- 
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ti*ctly tha,n the federal^ government, rest upon fundamental law 
based upon the explicit'assent of the people or their represents 
tives. 

1127. A very great uniformity of structure is observable among 
the central governments of the states in all gene. / features. One 
of the most obvious points of resemblance between them is the 
complete separation and perfect coordination ot ’lie three great 
departments of governmental action, — the legislative, the execu¬ 
tive, and the judicial; and these are set apart and e.ganized under 
the state constitutions with a very much greater particularity than 
characterizes the provisions of the federal < m.st&nt'on. 

1128. The State Legislatures: their Powers. —The state con¬ 
stitutions supplement the Constitution „f the Union, providing 
for the exercise of all powers not bestowed by the federal charter; 
and the legislatures of the states may be said, in general terms, 
.to possess all law-making powers not given to Congress. But this 
is by no means a complete statement of the case. State constitu¬ 
tions contain strict limitations of power no less than does the 
Constitution of the United States. Some powers there are which 
are altogether withheld: which cannot under our system be 
exercised by any existing authority: which have been granted 
neither to Congress nor to the Jegislatures of the states. Such, 
for example, are the power to grant to any person or class of per¬ 
sons exclusive political privileges or immunities, the power to 
bestow hereditary privileges or honois, and the power to abridge 
in any way the equal rights to life, lioerty, and property. These 
may safely be said, however, to be powers which no state legis¬ 
lature would in any case dream of exercising, inasmuch as they 
wouldihavo, to be exercised, if exercised at all, in the face of a 

"public opinion which would certain!v refuse reelection ■ to any 
legislator who should violate the principles of republican govern¬ 
ment so strenuously worked out in our history, from Magna Charta 
down, and novf so warmly cherished by all classes of our people 
that no denial of them could stand upon our statute books,a single 
twelve-montl;. These are at most limitations put upon reaction. 

1129. Limitations of Length of Session, etc. — There are other 
limitations, liflwever, of a very different character contained in 
our state constitutions: limitations meant espe cially^ to control 
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the action of legislatures within the splice of their proper a%d 
undoubted powers, and unquestionably* based upon a general dis¬ 
trust of the wisdom, if not of the honesty, of legislates. Thus 
our constitutions very commonly forbid all private or special 
legislation, confining legislatures to the passage of general laws 
applying uniform rules to all persons and all cases alike. They 
limit, moreover, in very many cases, the length and frequency of 
legislative sessions, providing that the legislature shall convene, 
for instance, only once in every period af two years, and shall 
continue its biennial session for not more than a certain number 
of days, except yuder special or exceptional conditions, when 
extra sessions may be called by the governor or regular sessions 
extended by a special tvo-thirds or three-fifths vote. Many con-, 
stitutions contain, also, minute provisions concerning the conduct 
of legislation, forbidding the introduction of bills later than such 
and such a day of a limited session, prescribing the general form, 
of bills, limiting their subject-matter to a single object each, and 
eve*u commanding the manner of their consideration. 

1130. Other Limitations. — More than this, as we have seen, 
there are certain classes of legislative provisions which have been 
removed beyond the Cognizance of legislatures by being put into 
the constitutions themselves: such as exemptions of Certain classes 
of property from seizure for private debt (generally called “Viome- 
stead exemptions ”), ‘ prohibition ’ provisions, etc. The embodi¬ 
ment of such measures in constitutions is intended, as I have said 
(secs. 109G, 1097), to put tlfem beyond legislative interference, — 
is a limitation of the same indirect sort as <t Bill of Eights. It is 
usual, also, for our state constitutions to limit the power of leg¬ 
islatures to create corporations, by pr6visions whiefy diiyct the 
passage'of general laws of incorporation to be applied in a formal* 
administrative manner by the courts, to which applications for 
incorporation are to be m£de. 

e 

1131. The period* to which the duration of legislative sessions is re¬ 
stricted varies, when imposed, from forty days (Colorado, Georgia) to 
ninety days (Maryland and Virginia), the most common pefiod being sixty 
days. It is noteworthy that only four of the Ariginal thirteen states have 
put a restriction upon the sessions of tlieir legislatures* Eight of these 
thirteen have, however, on the othei; baud, restricted either wholly or in 
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*part the’power to pass ( .-ivate or special legislation, — the power, that is, 
to malre special rules for special cases or for particular individuals. It is 
nevertheless true that it is in the newer states, for the most part, that the 
strictest and most extensive limitations of legislative n>wp are to be found. 

1132. State Legislatures not Sovereign Bodies. - It. will thus 
be seen that our state legislatures are not in any sense ‘sovereign’ 
bodies. There is a certain serviceable clea-ncss o. view to be had 
by regarding the? state governments as, in theii legal aspect, like 
corporations. Their legislatures are law-mukinri bodies acting 
within the gifts of charters, and are by these charters in most 
cases very strictly circumscribed in their imtioil. It is this fact 
which gives so unique a place of power under our system to the 
courts, the authoritative interpreters of the fundamental law to 
which all legislation and all execut e action must conform. 

1133. Legislative Organization. — In every state the legislature 
•consists of two houses, a senate and house of representatives, and 
in most of the states the term of senators is four years, that of 
representatives two years, one-half of the senate being renewed 
every two years at the general elections. There is no such differ¬ 
ence in character, however, between the two houses of the state 
legislatures as exists between the Senate and the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the United States. Connecticut, as we have seen 
(sec. 1071), furnished the suggestion upon which the framers of 
the federal Constitution acted in deciding upon the basis and 
character of representation in the two federal houses; for in the 
Connecticut legislature of that time one house represented the 
towns, as the eonfedeiate units of the state, while the oilier rep¬ 
resented the people directly. Even Connecticut has now aban¬ 
doned “this < arrangeme. , however, and in .dmost all the states 
representation in both houses is base: 1 , directly upon population, 
the only difference between the senate^ and house being that the 
senate consists of fewer members representing larger districts. 
Often, for instance, each county of a state is entitled to send 
several representatives to the lower house of the legislature, while 
several counties are combined to form a single senatorial district. 

, *1134. Rearons for Two Houses in Statfe Legislatures. — There 
is, consequently, no such historical reason for having two houses in the 
states as exists in tire case of the federal governments*.'^ Vlfject of the 
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federal arrangement is the representation of t fie two elements *apon which 
the national government rests, namely, the'popular will and a federal 
union of states. The state legislatures have two houses simply for pur¬ 
poses of deliberateness in legislation, in order, that is, that legislation 
may be flltereuVthrough the debates of two co&rdinate bodies, represent¬ 
ing slightly differing constituencies, though coming both directly from the 
people, and 5iay thus escape the taint of precipitation too apt to attach 
to the conclusions of a ringle all-powerful popular chamber. The double 
organization reps-sents no principle, but only an'effort at prudence. 

1135. The reason for our having double tegislatures caftnot, however, 
be so simply explained. It is compounded of both deliberate and histori¬ 
cal elements^ Its historical grounds are sufficiently clear: the senates 
of our states are lineal descendants of the councils assoeiated with the 
colonial governors, though they now represent a very different principle. 
The colonial councils emanated from the executive, and may be said to 
have been parts of the executive, while our senates emanate from the 
people. Then, too, there was the element of deliberate imitation of 
English institutions. One hundred years ago England possessed the 
only great free government in the world ; she was, moreover, our mother 
ljtnd, and the statesmen who formed our constitutions at the revolution 
naturally adopted that English fashion of legislative organization which 
has since become the prevailing fashion among all liberalized govern¬ 
ments. Possibly, too, they were influenced by more ancient example. 
The two greatest nations of antiquity had had double legislatures, and, 
because such legislatures existed in .ancient as well as in modern times, 
it was believed that they were the only natural kind. 

1130. Historical Precedents.—Greeks, Romans, and English alike 
had at first, it is true, only a single law-making body, a senate represent¬ 
ing the elders or nobles of the community, associated with the king, and, 
because of the power pr rant of its members, a guiding authority in the 
state. In all three nations special historical pvocesses produced at length 
legislatures representing the people also ; popular assemblies were, on one 
plan or another, coordinated with the ariitocratic assembly, and pres¬ 
ently the plan of an aristocratic chamber and a popular chamber in close* 
association appeared in full development. We copied the English cham¬ 
bers when they were in this stage of real coordination ; before her legis¬ 
lature had sustained that great change, which Greece and Borne also had 
witnessed, whereby all real power virtually came to rest again with a 
single body, the pophlar assembly. 

1137. Terms of Senators and Representatives. — Among the older 
states of the union there is a more noticeable variety oT law as to the 
terms of senators and.representatives than is to be found in the constitu¬ 
tions of the newer states. In Massachusetts tod Khode Island, for* in¬ 
stance, the term of both senators and.represeiitatives is a single year only. 

*- 4 *?*. v 
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Jn New ’jersey senators a jo elected Cor three years, one-third of the senate 
being renewed every yeal- at the election for representatives, whose term 
in New .Jersey is but one year. A few of the states, however, both new 
and old, limit the term of senators to two years, the usual terra of repre¬ 
sentatives ; while in Louisiana representatives are gi' < h the i erm usually 
assigned to senators, namely, four years. 

1138. Names of the Houses. — There is sot.; vartet'. among the 
states as regards the name by which the lower iioi’je o f the \:gislature is 
known. In NewjYork the popular house is called h Assembly” ; in 
Virginia, the “house of Delegates”; in New Jersey, the “General 
Assembly,”—a name usually given in most of the stai.es to the two 
houses taken together. 

1139. The Qualifications required of set.: tors and representa¬ 
tives vary widely in the different states* but not in any essen¬ 
tial point of principle. It is uni'jprsplly required, for example, 
that members of the legislature shall he citizens; it is very 
generally required that they shall be residents of the states, 
sometimes that they shall he residents of the districts for 
which they are elected; and it is in almost all cases required 
that a member of the legislature shall have reached a certain 
age. Variety appears in these provisions only in respect of 
details, as to the length of time citizenship or residence shall 
ha ,r e been acquired before election, the particular age necessary, 
etc. 1'he age required varies in the case of senators from 
twenty-one to thirty years, in the case of representatives from 
twenty-one to twenty-five. 

1140. Legislative Procedure. —The same general rules of 
organization and procedure are observed in the constitution 
and business 1 both of Congress and of the state legislatures. 
The more numerous branch is in all cases presided over by 
an officer of its own election who is callod the ‘Speaker’; and 
the senate sits under the presidency, generally, of a Lkutena.nl- 
Govemor, who occupies much the same place in the govern¬ 
ment of,the state that the Vice-President of,the United States 
occupies in the national government. He is contingent ’substi¬ 
tute for the governor. In nineteen of the states it is required 
that the votes of a majority, not of a quorum merely, hut > of 
the’lull number of members elected to each house shall be 
necessary for the passage of a-bill. 
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1141. Standing Committees. — The hoises of the state legjs. 
latures, too, being separated from the' executive in si^eh a way 
as to be entirely deprived of its guidance, depend upon stand¬ 
ing committeesyfor the preliminary examination, digestion, and 
preparation of their business, and allow to these committees 
an almost unquestioned command of the time and the conclu¬ 
sions of the legislature. The state legislatures of the early 
time served as iftodels for Congress. They* and the legislatures 
of the later states, made like thorn, haws retained Substantially 
their first plan of organization, following the rules of parlia¬ 
mentary practice universally observed among English-speaking 
peoples; and they and Congress alike havq, had in the main 
the same development.* As they have grown larger they have 
grown more dependent upoij their advisory parts, their com¬ 
mittees. 

1142. In several states the constitutions themselves command the refer¬ 
ence of all bills to committees and forbid the passage of any measure 

which has not been referred and reported upon. 

1143. The Suffrage. — The suffrage is in all the states given 
by constitutional provision to male citizens twenty-one years 
of age; but it does not in all the states stop there. Several of 
the states extend the privilege of voting also* to every male resi¬ 
dent of foreign birth who is twenty-one years of age and has 
declared his intention to become a naturalized citizen; and 
several of the states grant it to every male citizen or ‘inhabi- 
tant ’ of voting age. The laws of almost all the states require 
residence in the state for a certain length of .time previous to 
the election in which the privilege is sought to be exercised 
(the period varies all the way from three months to two years 
and a hrff), as a condition precedent to voting; most require 
a certain length of residence in the county also where the 
privilege is to be pxereisect; some a certain length of residence 
in the'voting precinct. Many states require all voters to have 
paid certain taxes; in Delaware they are required to have paid 
a fixed registration fee; but no state except Rhode Island and 
South Carolina has a property qualification properly so-called. 
In SouJb-CussUna it is required that eacA voter shall be able 
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t(J read sfnd write, or, if illiterate, shall own property valued at 
three hundred dollars. 

1144. In Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, and Mississippi the suf¬ 
frage is confined to those who can read the constitute.' or the laws of the 
st'-te. It is common, of course, throughout the c Hilary to exclude crimi¬ 
nals, insane persons, and idiots; and in several states the privilege is with¬ 
held from those who bet on elections. In Flo, id- betting on an election 
not only excludes,! from the election in connection With which the offence 
is committed, but is punished, upon conviction, by entire and ,<ermanent 
disfranchisement. A number of states also shut out duellists. In most of 
the states a plurality vote at the polls is sufficient, fry el “ction; but Ver¬ 
mont, Rho-e Island, and Connecticut require t lection by a majority of 
those voting. ' 

1145. Women are accorded the privilege of voting in school elections 
in a number of states, and in a still larger number they are made eligible 
to be elected to school boards. Several states have extended the franchise 
to them in municipal elections ; and, although the constitutions of most of 
the states declare the suffrage to be restricted to males, Colorado, Wyo¬ 
ming, and Washington have conferred it upon women in all elections,. 

IHO. The Ballot, or voting paper, is throughout all the states the 
instrument of voting, and a large majority of them have now (1897) 
adopted the so-called Australian ballot system, by which voters are secured 
a complete privacy in the preparation of the voting papers and in the cast¬ 
ing of their votes when prepared. 

1147. The State'* Courts. — A very great variety exists among 
the laws of the several f-^ates regarding the constitution, 
functions, and relative subordination of the courts. A general 
sketch of the state courts must, therefore, be made in very 
broad outline. Perhaps in this department of state law, as in 
others, there may be sai l to be, despite a bewildering variety 
*>f detail, sufficient unity of general feature to warrant a gener¬ 
alized description, and to render unnecessary the unsatisfactory 
expedient of choosing the institutions of a Angle state as in some 
broad sense typical, and describing them alone. 

1148. ' The Courts of our states are in r.o sense organs of 
federal justice, as the courts of the German states are (sec. 
556). They nave an entirely independent standing and organi¬ 
zation and an entirely independent jurisdiction. Their consti¬ 
tution and procedure are in no way affected by federal law,— 
except of course l$y way of limitation; — .ttebr Sphere is,a 
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sphere apart. The series of courts in |aeh state, therefore; »as 
complete. Every state has its supreme court, as v^ll as its 
inferior tribunals, and' appeals lie from the state courts to the 
courts of the United States only in cases involving federal law 
or in cases where the character of the parties to the suit does not 
give any state" court complete jurisdiction (secs. 1090, 1306). 

1149. One of the most characteristic features of our state 
courts is what I'iuay call their local attachment In most cases 
the judges are not appointed by "any central authority but are 
elected by the voters of the district or circuit in which they 
hold court; ttiey, like members of legislatures, ma^y be said to 
have ‘constituents.’ ThcSr responsibility .is thus chiefly a 
responsibility to the electors, a popular rather than an official 
responsibility. The courts - i' r e held together in a common 
system and to a common duty only by laic, therefore, and not 
by discipline or official subordination to superior judicial authori¬ 
ties. The courts may be said to be local rather than central 
organs; they are integrated only in opinion, — only by the 
course of appeal, the appellate authority of the higher over the 
lower courts in points of law. 

1150. This localization of the organs of government, in their origin as 
well as in their functions, is a general characteristic of American political 
organization, — a characteristic which appears wo&l conspicuously in the 
arrangements of local government, which is, as we shall see, not so much 
organized as left to organize itself under general statutes, for whose en¬ 
forcement no central iylniiniskrative machinery is provided. 

1151. Common Law Courts. — There ale, usually, four grades 
of jurisdiction in the judicial systems, of the states, with four 
grades of courts corresponding. There are generally. (1) ^Justices 
of the Peace, who have jurisdiction over all petty police offences 
and over*bivil suits for fifling sums; who conduct preliminary 
hearings in cases of grave criminal offence, committing the 
accused, when there is prima fade proof of guilt, for trial by a 
higher court; and who are, in general terms, conservators of the 
peace. They act separately and have quite lest the high 
judicial estate which, still belongs to thef English Justices, from 
whom they take their name. Their decisions are in almost’ all 
cases sufejBCfr^anpeals to higher courts. 
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. 1162.1 Mayor’s courts'in thr towns are generally the same in rank and 

jurisdiction, so far as criminal cases are concerned, as the courts of Jus¬ 
tices of the Peace. 

1153. (2) County or Municipal Courts, whie£ hear appeals 
from Justices of the Peace and from Mayor’s < jurts, and whose 
own original jurisdiction is one step higher chart that of the 
Justices, including civil cases involving coiuideialle sums, and 
criminal cases generally not of the gravest ohariJcter. 

r c 

1164. Often, however, courts of this grade, especially the municipal 
courts of the larger towns, are given a much higher jurisdiction and are 
coordinated.,, in some respects with courts of tlr - ext higher grade, the 
Superior Courts. Pi New York, New Jersey, a id Kentucky the county 
courts retain the English name of Quarter Sessions. 

1155. (3) Superior Courts, which hear appeals from the county 
and municipal courts, and generally from all inferior courts, and 
•which are themselves courts of high original jurisdiction of the 
most general character in both civil and criminal cases. They 
may be said to be the general courts which give to the courts of 
lower grade their name of ‘inferior.’ County and municipal 
courts, as their names imply, sit only for certain small districts; 
but the districts over which superior courts have jurisdiction 
usually cover a wide area, necessitating the sitting of each such 
court in several places in succession. In other words, superior 
courts are generally circuit courts, and in many states bear that 
name. 

1166. ‘Circuit courts’ is, indeed, the most generally used name for 

courts of this grade, that is, for the principal courts of the state; though 
in almost as many states they are called 1 district courts.’ In most of the 
state# these courts have special judges of their own; but in Maine and 
New Hampshire they are held by the judges of the supreme court on 
circuit. , 

1167. In some states civil is separated fro’m criminal jurisdiction in this 
grade, and distinct courts are created for each. Thus in Texas there are 
Distrifct courts lor civil causes, District Criminal courts for criminal cases. 
In Pennsylvania courts of Quarter Sessions are the courts of general crimi¬ 
nal jurisdiction, as in England, civil causes going to the courts of Common 
Pleas. Delaware has criminal courts called courts of Gaol Delivery. 

1158. (4) Supreme Courts, which in most of the states have no 
original jurisdiction at all, but only appellate hearing 
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appeals in all classes of cases (except tjucji as involve oi*ly triflfhg 
offences or small sums of money) from the superior Courts and 
from various inferior courts. 

1169. (6) In\several states there are suj prettiest courts above the ‘su¬ 
preme.’ Thug in New York there is a Supreme Court, which has its Appel¬ 
late Division; the Appellate Division has four several parts or sections 
which sit and hear appeUs in the four judicial districts into which the state 
is divided ; and ffver all there is a Court of Appeals', a court of general 
revision. In New Jersey there is a supreme ctmrt above the'circuit, which 
is itself of high appellate jurisdiction, and a Court of Errors and Appeals 
above the supreme; in Louisiana the order is reversed and there is a 
supreme court above a court of appeals; in Illinois a suprefue court above 
certain district “ appeilaje courts; and in Kentucky a somewhat similar 
arrangement prevailed until the Constitutional revision of 1891. In Texas 
there are two coordinate supreuu; courts: one, called the supreme, for the 
hearing of civil cases only, the other, called the court of appeals, for the 
hearing of criminal cases and of civil cases brought up from the county, 
courts. 

> 1160. The name ‘ court of appeals ’ is found also in Maryland, Virginia, 
and West Virginia. 

1161. In five of the original states (New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey), and in Maine, the supreme 
courts have, anomalously enough, original as well as appellate jurisdic¬ 
tion in all cases; but in the newer rtates such an arrangement is never 
found. In the case of New York, however, it is lordly accurate'to say 
that the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction, but rather that its judges 
have, acting separately, and subject to the oversight of the several sections 
of the * Appellate Division.’ (Compare sec. 1159.) 

1162. In several of the larger cities of the country there are complete 
sets of courts, reproducing the state judiciary inomall. Thus in Baltimore, 
for example, there are city courts from the lowest grade up to a ‘ Supreme 
Bench of Baltimore City.’ 

1163/ Courts of Equity. — ‘Equity’ is defined, under the legal 
systems of England and ( the United States, as “ that portion of 
remedial justice which is exclusively administered by a court of 
equity, as contradistinguished from that portion of remedial jus¬ 
tice which is exclusively administered by a court of common law ” 
(Story). In other words, it is that portion of re&edial justice 
wRi,ch was administered in England by thfe Chancellors, who were 
«the keepers of the king’s conscience,’ and f rom whose court, as if 
from thc J.vrBjdi^ sgnse of justice, there issued writs from time to 
time for the remedy of wrongs for which the common law mads 
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iy> adequate, provision (sees. 847,1423). The early Chancellors were 
ecclesias Scs imbued with .Roman law as it had come down through 
the medium of the canon law, and both in their Lunds and in 
those of their lay successors of later times, wh< were: ne heirs of 
their principles and prerogatives, equity law and procedure became 
a very different thing from the law and procedure bf ;.be common 
law courts. 

1164. Fusion ..of LW and Equity. — As time Las gone on equity 
and law hade been largely fus*>d, even in England, Just as the,/"* 
gentium, and the jus civile became merged in the development of 
the Rom an Jaw (secs. 265-270, 274, 280, 281', ftndvin most of the 
states of the Union the same courts-excrcse both equitable and 
.common law jurisdiction. In several steftes the whole procedure 
even, in both jurisdictions has been made practically identical, 
and law is hardly distinguishable from equity. Generally, how- 
.ever, the distinctive procedure at least has been preserved, and 
only courts of the superior and supreme grades have been given 
equitable jurisdiction,—jurisdiction, that is, over cases in which 
the remedy is equitable. In Alabama, Delaware, Michigan, Mis¬ 
sissippi, New Jersey, Tennessee, and Vermont there are still 
special chancery courts. 

1165. Equity processes of trial differ from common law processes, 
outwardly, chiefly the fact that the testimony is written instead of 
oral, and that decisions of fact as well as of law rest with the judge 
instead of with a jury. For it', special subject-matter equity jurisdiction 
generally embraces such matters as trusts, mistakes, frauds, etc., — matters 
hardly tangible by ordinary remedies. 

1166. Probate- Courts. — In most of the states there are special 
probate courts, — special courts, that is, charged with jurisdiction 
over the proof of wills, the administration of estates, the appoint¬ 
ment of guardians, administrators, etc.., the care of the-estates of 
wards, and, in general of the proper disposition of the property of 
persons deceased. In some of the states, however, these functions 
are left to the ordinary courts of law. 

1167. In England this probate jurisdiction was, from the first until a 
vesry recent d«,te, a prerogative of the ecclesiastleal courts, and in tvw of 
our states the probate courts retain the names of the officers who exer¬ 
cised this function in the place of the bishop: in Gp&.- fe ia U J, e court is 
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called the court of the ‘ Ordinary,’ in New Tort the ‘ Surrogate's ’ com$. 
In New Jersey, with a reminiscence of th'e dune origin, it isf called the 
‘Prerogative’ court. In several states, on the other hand, iris known, 

■ by virtue of one side of its function, as the ‘ Orphan’s ’ court. 

1168. Judges. — The judges of most of the state courts are 
elected, generally by the people, in a few cases by the legislature; 
but in several states thpy are nominated by the governor and ap¬ 
pointed by and with the advice and consent of .the Senate. In 
New Hampshire they are appointed, by the governor by and with 
the advice and consent of the Council. 

1169. Supreme'court judges are usually elected by the people of the 

state at large; circuit, district) county, municipal, agd other judges by the 
electors of the areas in which they serve. , 

1170. The terms of judges range all the way from two years to a tenure 
during good behavior. The constitutions of more than three-fourths of 
the states permit the removal of judges by the legislature, or by the gov¬ 
ernor at the request of the legislature. In Florida, Massachusetts, and- 
Rhode Island all judges of the higher courts hold during good behavior; 
in New Hampshire until seventy years of age. The length of the term 
varies with the grade of the court, the tendency being to give longer terms 
to the judges of the higher courts. 

1171. The qualifications required of judges by state law are 

not stringent. Only some eight"or nine of the states require 
by law any identification of their judges with the legal profes¬ 
sion ; and only six require ‘ learning in the law ’; though custom 
and public opinion invariably confine the choice of judges to pro¬ 
fessional lawyers. Generally a certain age is required of judges 
(varying, where there is such a requirement, from twenty-five to 
thirty-five years), besides, in most cases citizenship and residence 
in the state or circuit. As a rule single judges hold al) the* courts 
except the highest. Supreme courts have a more or less numerous 
‘bench.’ * , 

1172. The ministerial officers of the state conrts, the sheriffs, are 
generally not appointed by tie judges or responsible to them, but 
elected by the people and answerable to ‘ constituents,’ just as the 
judges themselves are. Even the clerks of the courts are often 
eleqted. 

1173. The position of sheriff thus differs very materially from the 
positions# jTths itfjd States marshal (See. 1317), the sheriff’s counterpart 
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fin the federal judicial system. The marshal is appointed by the Presi¬ 
dent o ' .the United StavJs, and is responsible to a central authority, is 
part of a centralized organization of justice. The sheriff, on the con¬ 
trary, is the organ of an extremely decentralized, an almost disintegrated? 
organization of justice. The bailiffs, the sheriff’s & p itieb, are usually 
tli „ appointees of the sheriff. 

S' 

1174. The State Executives. —The Executives v c the states are 
the least distinct patts of state organization, tlij least susceptible 
of being adequately pictured 'in outline, or indeed in any broad 
and general way. Under our system of state law the executive 
officers of a state government are neither th< smfvanis of the legis¬ 
lature, as in Switzerland, nor the responsible guides of the legis¬ 
lature, as in England, nor the real controlling authority in the 
execution of the laws, as under ^pur own federal system. The 
Executive of a state has an important representative place, as a 
.type of the state’s legal unity; it has a weighty function of super¬ 
intendence, is the fountain of information, the centre and source 
of advice, the highest organ of administration to the general eye; 
but it cannot be said to have any place or function of guiding 
power. Executive power is diffused by our law throughout the 
local organs of government; only a certain formal superintendence 
remains with the authorities at the state capitals. 

c 

1175. Of course this does not apply to the governor's veto power,— 
that contains real energy, — bt t only to executive functions proper; these 
are localized, not centralized, alter the er'remest pattern. 

1176. Not all of the states have the same central executive 
officers. All have governors; a majority of them have lieutenant¬ 
-governors;, all have secretaries of state; all have treasurers; 
almost all have attorneys-general; ami a majority, superintend¬ 
ents of education. Many have also auditors: eleven have comp¬ 
trollers, and fifteen boards of education; four (Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, Maine, and North! Carol in-) associate councils 
with their governors. ‘ 

1177. For the rest, there are a great many minor officers of various 
functions in the different states; superintendent of prisons, for instance, 
registrars of land offices, superintendents of labor, bureaux of agriculture, 
commissioners of iflines, commissioners of immigr&’lou, etc. There is 
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no uniformity between the administrations of the states' as rerards th*se 
special offices ; different states undertake different functions, ijew or old, 
and create new, or revive old, offices accordingly. 

1178. The governor’s term of office is in almost all of the 
states either two or four years, although Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island*give their governors a term of but a single year, 
while New Jersey elects hers for three. The lieutenant-governor, 
where such an officer is elected, has the same form as the gov¬ 
ernor, and is generally required to have the same qualifications. 

1179. These qualifications consist, almost always, of citizen¬ 
ship of from two'to twenty years’ standing, residence within the 
state of from one to ten years, and age of from twenty-five to 
thirty years. In Maine it is required that the governor shall be' 
a native-born citizen. 

1180. The terms of the other principal state officers are usually 
the same as the term of the governor, though it is not uncommon' 
to {jjive to treasurers, secretaries of state, attorneys-general, and 
auditors a longer tenure. The qualifications required of the dif¬ 
ferent officers are of the most various’ nature. 

1181. The constitutions of many of the states still exhibit the jealousy 
of long terms of office which was so characteristic of the. extreme demo¬ 
cratic feeling generated in the colonies by the constant friction between 
the representatives of the people and officials who Wed their offices, not 
to election, but to royal appointment. Seven states limit official tenure 
to a maximum period of seven years; Texas makes two years the maxi¬ 
mum ; and Massachusetts, Vitginia, and Maryland give express constitu¬ 
tional sanction to rotation in office. 

1182. Many states effect such a limitation with referencp to the tenure 

of the governor’s office by provisions setting bouuds'to the reeligibility 
of the governor. Thus Some exclude their governors from stfiicessive, 
termsothers allow only a single term to any one man within a specific 
period qf, say, eight years; while still others withhold reeligibility al¬ 
together. * 

1183. Contrast between State and Federal Executives.'- 1 — The 

federal Executive was, as we have seen (see. 1071), constituted in 
quite close accordance with the models of previous ^tate organiza¬ 
tion; but the imitatiqn can scarcely be said to have gone further 
than the adoption of the suggestion that the United States should 
have a single governmental head,*a president; because the states 
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had tried and appro 1 id. a single presidency. For the rest, the 
preside i was given the character, as regards his relations with 
the othei officials of the federal system, rather of an English sov¬ 
ereign than of a state governor. Certainly the conti ast between 
the official place and power of the president acd tin- place and 
povt er of the state governors of the present d .y i«s a very sharp 
and far-reaching contrast indeed. The president of the United 
States is the onty executive officer of the federal government who 
is elected;'all other federal officials are appointed by him, and 
are responsible to him. Even the chief of them bear to him, in 
theory at least, only the relation of advisers; ,tliapgh in fact, it 
must be acknowledged, they are in effect h" colleagues. Of state 
t officials associated with the governor itttiay, on the other hand, 
be said that both in law and in fact they are colleagues of the 
governor, in no sense his agents, or even his subordinates, except 
in formal rank and precedence. They, like himself, are elected 
by the people; he is in no way concerned in their choice. Nor 
do they serve him after election. They are not given 'him 
as advisers; they are, on the contrary, coordinated with him. 
North Carolina, indeed, calls her chief officers of state a ‘cabi¬ 
net ’; hut they are not dependent upon each other even in counsel, 
and they are quite as independent of the governor as Congress is 
of the president. JThe only means of removal to which the prin¬ 
cipal officers of the states arc subject is, ordinarily, impeachment, 
to which the governor also is equa’ly exposed. Both they and 
he may be charged with official crimes and misdemeanors by the 
house of representatives, and tried, convicted, and removed by 
the senate cf the state. Their only other responsibility is to the 
courts.of law, to which, 'like other citizens, they are answerable, 
’after removal from office, for actual breaches of law. Gov¬ 
ernor, treasurer, secretary of state, attorney-general,— all state 
officers alike, serve, not other officers, ftut the people, who elected 
them ; upon the people they are dependent, not upon each other; 
they constitute no hierarch)', but stand upon a perfect equality. 

1184. In Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and Texas -no secretaries of statg are appointed by^ the 
governor, subject to Confirmation by the senate; in several states the 
attorney-general also is appointed ; nor is it uncommon for the state 
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superintendent of education to be an appointee of the governor; and 
these facts offer apparent contradiction to *th^ statement that the several 
constituent parts of the state executives stand always apart *1 complete 
___ independence and coordination, — especially when it is added that in one 
or two states officers so important as the secretary of state and the attor¬ 
ney-general hold during the pleasure of the governor. Several of the 
states empower their governors to suspend or remove subordinate officers 
against whom charges are preferred, and to institute criminal proceedings 
against them in the courts. Maryland authorizes fhe summary removal of 
sundry minor officials by the governor, and Michigan a'hd Ngw York even 
the suspension of the secretary of state or the Ireasurer, in case of corrup¬ 
tion or gross misconduct, until the legislature can act; and in Delaware 
the governortcan‘remove any public officer “convicted of.misbehaving 
while in office, or of any infamous crime.” But tljpse cases constitute in 
fact no real exceptions: A; r the duties of such officers, after their appoint¬ 
ment, are prescribed by constitutional provision or by statute, not by the 
governor; .and the governor may-remove them, not at his whim, or for 
mere administrative reasons, but for just cause only, and as if he acted as 
an officer of justice. In brief, even when appointed by him, they do not- 

depend upon him. 

« 

1185. Real Character of a State '’Executive.’ — The governor 
therefore, is not the ‘ Executive ’; he is but a single piece of the 
executive. There are other pieces coordinated with him over 
which he has no direct official control, and which are of less 
dignity than he only because they have no power to control 
legislation, as he may do by the exercise of his veto, and because 
his position is more representative, perhaps, of the state govern¬ 
ment as a whole, of tl^e peo’ple of the state as a unit. Indeed it 
may be doubted whether the governor and .other principal officers 
of a state government can even when taken together be correctly 
described as ‘the executive,’ since thd actual execution,.of the 
great majority of the laws does not rest with them but with the* 
local officers chosen by the towns and counties and bound to 
the central authorities of the state by no real bonds of responsi¬ 
bility whatever. Throughout all the states there js a significant 
distinction, a real separation, between ‘ state’ and ‘local ’ officials; 
local officials are not regarded, that is, as state of&cers, but as 
officers of their districts only, responsible.to constituents, not to 
cenfral authorities. Throughout the country the sheriffs 'and 
other county officers, the county treasurer^, clerks, surveyors, 
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ccynmiss : pers, etc., and the town and city officials also, as well 
as the judges of the cou»cs and the solicitors or district attorneys 
who represent the public authority before the courts, -ire, almost 
without exception, chosen by the voters of limited area^, and are - 
regarded, for the most part, as serving, not the state, but their 
part of the state. Minor ‘ state ’ officers there art, — *mr or officers, 
that is, who ministerially serve the cental ■„ ffic<—and these 
are often appointed Uy the governor; but it ; s eveeptionil for the 
governor tohontrol the 'wal authorities by whom th" lac s are in 
fact put into-aetual operation. The president of the United States 
is the veritable chief and master of the offic foreps of the fed¬ 
eral government; he appoints and in,most . ases can remove all 
federal marshals, district attorneys, revenue officers, post-office 
officials. But the governor of a state occupies no such position ; 
nor does any high ‘ state ’ official; the central offices of a state 
constitute a system of supervision and report often, but seldom 
a system of control. 

1186. In Michigan, it is true, all officials not legislative or judicial may 
he removed by the governor for just legal cause ; in New York, too, 
sheriffs, coroners, district attorneys, and county clerks are removable by 
the same authority, and in Wisconsin sheriffs, coroners, district attorneys, 
ar.d registrars'of deeds ; hut such .provisions are exceptional, and are not 
acc- nipanied by anv real integration of local government by a system of 
continuous central control. Government remains disjointed, —still lies in 
separated parts. (Compare sec. 1164.) 

1187. Relatione of the Iiocal to tl)p Central Organs of Govern¬ 
ment in the States. — It is characteristic of our state organization, there¬ 
fore, that the counties, .townships, and cities into which the states are 
divided for purposes of local government do not serve as organs of the 
statespxactly, but rather au independent organisms, constituted what they 
are by state law, indeed, but, after being set up, lt c C to themselves almost 
as entirely as if they wore self-constituted. They elect their own officers, 
and, except for the occasional mandates of Jhe courts, go theiuown paces 
in enforcing the general laws of the state. 

1188. We hj.ve not, therefore, local ''self-government' in the sense in 
which Professor Gneist has found that term to be properly uspd when 
employed in the light of its Teutonic history; we have, instead, separate 
local self-direction which is not the application of government, but the 
play of independent action. Our local areas ar# not governed , in byef; 
they act for themselves. Self-government implies, when used in its striet 
historical meaning, Uiat the officers of local administration are officers of 
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the stale, of the central authority, whatever may be .the machinery of 
their appointment, and that their responsibility is central, instead o? to 
their neighbors merely. The only sense in which the lo<;al units of our 
state organizations are governed at all is this, that they act under general 
laws which ar^ made, not by themselves, but by the central legislatures of 
the states. These laws are not executed by the central executive authori¬ 
ties, or unde? their control, but only by local authorities acting in semi¬ 
independence. They are, so to say, left to run themselves. 

« 

1189. The Governor. —The usual duties of'«a state governor 
may be conveniently summed tip untfer four general heads: 

(1) As towards the legislature, it is his duty to transmit to the 
houses at eatfli regular session, and at such other times as may be 
required, full information*concerning the state of the common¬ 
wealth, and to recommend to them such measures as seem td 
him necessary for the public .good. It is also his duty in case 
of necessity for such a step, or upon the requisition of a sufficient 
number of legislators, to summon the houses to extra session: 

(2) t He is commander-in-chief of the state militia, and as such 
is bound to see, not only that foreign invasion is repelled, but 
also that internal order is preserved. (3) He exercises the clem¬ 
ency of the state towards condemned persons, having the right 
to grant pardons to persons convicted of crime, f to remit fines 
and penalties, under certain conditions, and to remove political 
disabilities incurred in consequence of conviction of crime; 
though he exercises these high prerogatives subject always to 
a definite responsibility t<,> public opinion and to the laws. 

4 

1190. In some states, as notably in Pennsylvania, the power of grant¬ 
ing pardons is given to the governor, however, only in form, the sanction 
of a Board of Pardons being made necessary, whose action is semi-judicial. 
In New Jersey there is a, judicial committee on pardons; artd in Connect!, 
cut the legislature alone can pardon: the governor can only reprieve until 
the endiof the next session, of the legislature. 

1191. (4) In all the states except three (Rhode Island, Ohio, 
North Carolina) the governor’s assent is made necessary to the 
validity of all laws not passed over his <lissent € by a special 
legislative vote upon a second consideration made in full view 
of 'his reasons for withholding his signature. And in Rhode 
Island, Ohio, and North Caroling, though the governor has no 
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v%to prt.oyrly so-called, he can compel the reconsideration of any 
measure IV the legislati/re. 

1192. All bills which the governor signs, or upon which tic does na<- 
take any action within a certain length of time, beconi- ’l-w ; those which 
he will not sign he must return to the legislature v it’ a statement of his 
objections. Generally he must return bills which he thus rejects to the 
house in which they* originated, though in Kansas lie n ist return them 
always to the house of representatives. 

1193. The vote by wl ,! jh a biP may be .passed over the "ovei i.or’s veto 
varies very, widely among the states. In Connecticut a mere’ majority 
suffices for its second passage; in other states a three-fPths vote is re¬ 
quired, in feme a two-thirds vote; sometimes a majority df elected mem¬ 
bers (instead of a special number within* a ineie quorum ) must concur 
in a second passage; and sometimes two-thii’Js of the elected members. 
In Missouri it is provided that the votes of two-thirds of the elected 
members shall be necessary in tlie house in which the measure originated, 
while a mere majority of the other house will suffice. 

1194. In fourteen of the states the governor is given the power to veto 
particular items in appropriation bills; as regards all other bi.Isolds 
approval or disapproval must cover all of the measure or none of it. 

1195. The Secretary of State —The title ‘Secretary of State,’ 
borne by a conspicuous officer in each of the states, is very apt 
to mislead those who have stud.ed first the English executive or 
the functions of on* own federal minister of foreign affairs. The 
federal Secretary of State is iirst of all an executive minister, 
only secondarily a secretary. and the five principal Secretaries 
of State in England are equally without prominent secretarial 
functions. They are o .ie and all executive heads of department. 

11SJ6. The federal Seen, tary of State is entitled to his official name 
chiefly by virtue of certain minor duties seldom tliought of by the public 
in connection with the Department of State. He has charge, for example, 
of the seal of the United States; he preserves the originals of all laws and 
of all orders, resolutions, or votes of the houses which have received the 
force of law; lje furnishes to Congress; besides consular and diplomatic 
reports, lists of passengers arrived in the United States from foreign 
countries, etc. 

1197. The chief clerical features of the office which the five Principal 
Secretaries of State in England theoretically share (sec. 876) would seem 
to be represented by the necessity of the countersignature of some one of 
tlieih to the validity af the sign-manual. 
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1198. The Secretaries of State in the commonVealths of qgr 
Union, on the contrary, can show substantial cause ffr holding 
their title; the making and keeping of records is the central 
"duty of their office. It is usually their duty to register the 
official acts of the governor, to enroll and publish the Acts of 
the Legislature, to draw up all commissions issued to public 
officers, to keep all official bonds, to record all state titles to 
property, to keey and affix, where authorised,'^he seal of the 
commonwealth, to preserve accurate maps and careful records 
of the boundaries of the various civil districts of the state, 
(the counties), townships, etc.) and to give to all ,\vho legally 
apply duly attested copies of the public documents in their 
keeping. In brief, tlib Secretary’s office is the public record 
office. 

1199. Often other duties are assigned to the Secretary of State. In 
one state, for instance, he is constituted Internal Improvement Com. 
missioner; in another Surveyor-general. But such additional functions 
sf.e not necessarily characteristic of his office. 

1200. It is to the Secretary of State in each commonwealth that the 
votes of the state’s electors for President and Vice-President are re¬ 
turned ; and it is he -who transmits them to the president of the Senate 
to be opened in the joint session of the two houses. 

1201. Votes in state elections Mso are generally returnable to the 
Secretary of State's office, and the Secretary of SVate is very cothmonly 
one of the state canvassers of election returns. Such duties manifestly 
flow very naturally frofn the general duties of his office. 

1202. The Comptroller, 'or that equivalent officer, the state 
Auditor, is public accountant. It is hie function to examine 
and pass upon all claims presented against,thd' state under 
existing provisions of law; to audit tfie accounts of alleofficers 
charged with the collection of the revenue of the state, filing 
their vouchers, requiring of them the necessary bonds, and 
crediting them with all sums for which they present the state 
Treasurer’s receipt; to ensure uniformity in the .assessment and 
collection of the public revenue by preparing and furnishing to 
the local fiscal officers the proper forms and instructions; to 
issue warrants for £$1 legal disbursements of money from the 
treasury of the state, keeping a careful account‘with the state 
treasurer; to submit his books. and accounts at any time to 
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ex*,minat -n by the .leg \ ure, — in a word, to regulate the 
assessraei.collection, and disbursement of the public, moneys. 

1203. The State Treasurer may be said simply to keep the_, 
public moneys subject to the warrants of tie Comptroller. 
Withrut such warrant he can pay out nothing 

1204. These, manifestly, are not offices of conti >1. The Comptroller, 
for example, can generally proceed against lo¥al fiscal officers through 
the local law-rep; esentatives of the state, the local sta{es-aftorne"s, in the 
ordinary courts, for the purpose of securing the necessary bonds when 
these are not promptly or properly given, or of enforcing the payment of 
moneys withheld or uncollected ; and he may mat ■ . st, of„the validity or 
sufficiency of official bonds by any means within his reach; but he has 
none but this indirect control, exercised thro-gh the courts over officers 
who refuse bond or who neglect the forms and instructions issued to them 
regarding the assessment and collection of taxes. The whole machinery 
of control is local, not central, — through courts arid states-attorneys who 
are themselves elected by the same persons, in town or county, by whom 
the collecting officers themselves are chosen. The local fiscal officers arc 
not officers of the state treasury, but officers of the towns and counties 
whom the state employs as its agents. 

1205. The State Superintendent of Education often occupies a 
somewhat different position. It is frequently his prerogative 
to prescribe the qualifications of teachers and the methods by 
which they are to btf selected; he is required to make a thorough 
inspection of the schools throughout the state; often he is 
given power to secure proper reportr of school work through 
special inspectors appointed to act instead of local superin¬ 
tendents whose reports are irregular or unsatisfactory. School 
administration is- recognized to require a certain degree of 
(jentraliikition of administrative authority, and so to constitute 
a legitimate exception to the general rums as to the constitution 
of executive power in the states. Still, even the power of a 
state Superintendent of Education does not often go very much 
beyond "uperviskm. The powers of district or township school 
directors refmain in most cases very absolute as regards the 
management ol the schools. They are governed by statute, not 
by the state Superintendent. ' 

1206. Constitutional Diffusion of the, Executive Power.—The 

constitutions of at least seven of the states make very frank confession of 



506 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNfTEb STATES. 


tlie diffusion of executive authority upon which I have dwelt as charac^r- 
istic of our state system. Thus the constitution of Alabama provides that 
the executive power “shall consist of the governor, secretary of state, 
state treasurer, state auditor, attorney-general, and superintendent of 
education, amt the sheriff for each county." The constitutions of Arkan¬ 
sas, Colorado, Illinois, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and Texas make similar 
enumerations, witli the exception of the sheriffs of the counties. The 
Florida constitution of, 1808 provided that the gOvernorSbould be “as¬ 
sisted by a cabinet of administrative officers ” appointed by himself, sub¬ 
ject to the confirmation of.the senate; bu\ clothed these officers witli 
functions which made them in fact not assistants but colleagues. 

1207. The constitutions of most of the other states declare the execu¬ 
tive power t8 be vested in the governor, but are hardly thn.'Ugh with out¬ 
lining his functions before*they provide for that-erection of executive 
departments among whfch the greater part of executive power shall bp 
parcelled out; so that the arrangement is everywhere practically that 
of those states which in effect declare the executive office to be ‘ in com¬ 
mission’ by enumerating the officers who are to divide its duties. 

1208. Full Legal, but no Hierarchical, Control. —This, then, ill 
the sum of the whole matter: the control of law, exercised through the 
courts, is thorough and complete: statutes leave to no officer, either cen¬ 
tral or local, any considerable play of discretionary power: so far as pos¬ 
sible they command every officer in every act of his administration. But 
no hierarchy stands between an officer and the law. The several func¬ 
tions of executive power are segregated, — each official, so,to say, serves his 
own statute. So thorough is the control attempted by legislation — and 
so potent among us is the legal habit and conscience, the law-abiding 
sense, — that no official control, no hierarchical organization has been 
deemed necessary. 

‘ Local Government. 

1209. General Characteristics. — Thp large freedom of action 
and broad scope of function given to local authorities is '„he dis¬ 
tinguishing characteristic of the American system of government. 
Law is central, in the seyse of being uniform and the command 
of the central legislature in each state; and its prescriptions are 
minute; but function and executive power are local. There .is a 
single Comprehensive statutory plan, but a host of unassoeiated 
deputies to carry it into effect, an infinite variety in the local 
application of its principles. General'laws are given to the 
localities by state legislation, and these lftws are generally char¬ 
acterized by a very great degree of particularity and dehail of 
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pupvisio’ but no centra’ ? ithority has executive charge of their 
application: each locality must see to it for itself that they are 
carried out. 

1210. Duties of Local Government. — The dut’ of local gov¬ 
ernment include Police, Sanitation, the Caie ,>f ti e 1’oor, the 
Support and Administration of Schools, the Construction and 
Maintenance of Roads and Bridges, the Licensing uf Trades, the 

Assessment and Collection of 'faxes, besides the, Admin: ,t rat ion 
» 4 

of Justice in the lower grades, the maintenance of Court Houses 
and Jails, add every other affair that makes for tin- peace, con¬ 
venience, comfort, and local good govern’! ent* of the various 
and differing communities of each commonwealth. In many 
places libraries are included among the institutions given into 
the charge of the officers of locrl go\eminent. Local officers 
look to state laws for their authority; but practically state 
administration represents only the unifying scheme of local 
government. Local administration is the administration of the 
state. 

1211. Local Varieties of Organization. — Almost without excep¬ 
tion the states which have been added to the jriginal thirteen by 
whom the Union was formed have derived their local institutions, 
whether by inheritance or by imitation, from the mother states 
of the Atlantic sealfoard. Wherever New England settlers have 
predominated the township lies taker quick rootage and had a 
strong growth ; wherever Southern men have gone the county has 
found favor above other forms of local organization; wherever 
the people from the twd* sections have met and mixed, as in the 
early days they met and mixed in New York, New Jersey, and 
£ennsyftranir,, the same combination or mixture of instigations 
that is characteristic of the middle Atlantic states is found in 
full prominence. But in all cases the, new foundations in the 
West have this common feature: they have all been in a greater 
or less degree artificially contrived. Towns have not. grown up 
in the Northwest for the same reasons that led to their growth 
in New England, in the days when isolation was necessary and 
when,isolation involved compact and complete self-government 
(secs'. 1035-1037): they have, on the contrary, been deliberately 
constructed m imitation of New'Engl and models. Neither have 
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Western counties been developed by processes of piwneer agri¬ 
cultural expansion like tliose which ma'de the irregular, and in 
.a sense geographically natural, counties of Virginia (secs. 1042- 
1044): they have, on the contrary, been geometrically laid off 
in the exact squares of the government survey and deliberately 
organized after the Southern fashion because the settlers wanted 
to reproduce by statute the institutions which in their old homes 
had been evolved 1 by slow, unpremeditated growth. The institu¬ 
tions of the admitted states, in r a woi’d, were transplanted by 
enactment, whereas the institutions of the original states were 
sown by halht. 'It by no means follows that these newer institu¬ 
tions lack naturalness or Vigor: in most casts they lack neither, 
— a self-reliant race has simply readapted institutions common 
to its political habit; but they do lack the individuality and the 
native flavor often to be found in the institutions in whose like¬ 
ness they were made. 

J 212. The differences of institution, then, which show them¬ 
selves in the East between local government in New England, 
local government in the South, and local government in the cen¬ 
tral belt of Atlantic.states extend also into the West. There, too, 
we find the three types, the township type, the county type, and 
the compound type which stands between the two; but the com¬ 
pound type is in the West naturally the most Common. The West¬ 
erner has had the sagacity to try to combine the advantages of 
all the experiments tried, in the older states, rejoicing in being 
fettered by no hindering traditions, and profiting by being re¬ 
strained by no embarrassing incapacity fbr politics. 

1213. Keeping these facts in mind,,it will be possible to con¬ 

sider without confusion, the Township, the County, thfe School 
District, the Town, and the City as elements of local government 
in the United States. The different placc'and importance given 
to each of these organs in different sections may be noted as we 
proceed. 1 « *> 

1214. The Township: its Historical Origin. — The township is 
entitled to be first considered in every deseriptidff of local gov¬ 
ernment in the United States not only'because ( it is a primary 
unit of administration, but also by reason of its importance' and 
because of its ancient and distinguished lineage. It is &. direct 
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lineal d' -■••endant from : he j rimitive communal institutions which 
Caesar anil Tacitus found existing in the vigor of youth among 
the peoples living in the ancient seats of our race. The New 
England town was not an American invention; »od tne settlers 
upon the northern coasts did not adopt the to’ n system simply 
because they were obliged to establish tneinselvhs ; n isolated 
settlements id a harsh climate and among hostile native tribes. 
We have seen (3fees. J 103i5, 1030) that they kept 1 togethe’ in close 
settlements for religious purposes, fot- mutual defence, and for 
purposes of trade, and that their settlements were often com¬ 
pletely isolated by stretches of wild primo-aT'forust; but their 
form of government, or at least the talent and disposition for it, 
they brought with them, an inheritance of untold antiquity. 
Their political organization was l’ke a spontaneous reproduction 
of the ancient Germanic Mark (secs. 287, 833). In most cases 
they regarded the land upon which they settled as the property 
of the community, just as their remote barbarian ancestors had 
done; like those ancestors, they divided the land among families 
and individuals or worked it in common as might be decided by 
public vote in general assembly, in open ‘folk-moot’ we may call 
it. This same ‘ town-meeting,’ as they styled it, voted the com¬ 
mon discipline, elected the officers, and made the rules of common 
government. Eaelf group of colonists constituted themselves a 
state with a governing primary assembly. They reestablished, 
too, the old principles of folk-land. Whether they tilled their 
lands in common or divided them in seveialty, they had always 
a communal domain, (fart of which was kept as open common 
for the general pasturage and the rest of which was given over 
jn parcels, f’-om time to time, for settlement. They were invent¬ 
ing nothing; they were simply letting their race habits and in¬ 
stincts have natural play. Their methods showed signs -at almost 
every point of having been filtered through intervening English 
practices; but they rested, none the less, upor. original Teutonic 
principles. 

1215. The exceptions to the principle of folk-land occurred where, as 
in, the Hartford', Windsor, and Wethersfield settlements on the Connecti¬ 
cut, the land was Held, not in common bv the civil community, but in 
common by a sort of fcorporatiou of joint owners under whose supervision 
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the new colonies were established. These joint owners were quite distinct 
from the communal authorities. 1 1 

* 1216. Absorption of the Town in Larger Units of Govern¬ 
ment. — It was towns of this primitive pattern that were drawn 
together ultimately into the New England colonies of the later 
time, by the processes I have already described (se,i. 1038); and 
in becoming pa^s of larger organizations* thpy lost to some 
extent their independence of mpvemeqt, as well as in some 
slight degree their individuality also. In some cases, as for 
instance in the .coalescence of ‘ Connecticut ’ and New Haven 
(sec. 1051), tlie establishment of central state legislative control 
over the towns took tho shape of a mere confirmation to them of 
their old functions and privileges, and in this way fully recog¬ 
nized their elder and once soVereign place in the historical de¬ 
velopment of the commonwealth; but it in all cases necessarily 
resulted in their virtual subordination. It led also to the creation 
of i.ew areas of local government. Towns were grouped, at first 
for judicial purposes only, into comities, and the counties came 
in time to furnish a very convenient basis for certain adminis¬ 
trative functions onCe vested exclusively in the smaller areas. 
Great cities, too, presently grew up to demand more complex, 
less simply and directly democratic, method^ than those of the 
towns. But no change has seriously threatened town organiza¬ 
tion with destruction. The ‘town’ is still the most character¬ 
istic and most vital element of local government in New 
England; and it still has substantially t the same officers, sub¬ 
stantially the same functions, that it possessed at its foundation 
in America. . 1 

' ‘ » 

121'/. An influx of foreigners has in many places disturbed and 
impaired tbe town system, and the cities, which draw to themselves so 
rapidly the rural population, but which are too big for the primitive 
methods of town government, are powerful disintegrating elements in 
the midst of the old organization; but the new adaptation and'’develop¬ 
ment of the township in the West, and the tendency to introduce it 
in some parts of the South, seem still to promise it Mbnor and length 
of days. „ > 

1 | • ' 

1 See Andrews, The River Towns of Connecticut (Johns Hopkins Studies, 
f(h Series). 
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*1218 Town-meeting. — The sovereign authority, the motive 
power, it town government is the Town-meeting, the general 
assembly of all the qualified voters of the town, which ha- 
reminded so many admiring observers of Aim ancient Grecian 
and Roman popular assemblies and of the bu/i'as nemeinde of 
Switzerland. The regular session of this assembly i- held once 
a year, usually in the spring, 1 but extra .sessions are held from 
time to time throughout the year as occasion, arises, d”e notice 
being given both of .he time of meeting and of the exact 
business to'be considered. Town-meeting elects 'ill officers,— 
its regulaiVmnnal session being the session lor elections, — and 
decides every affa ; - of local interest. 2 * it is presided over by a 
i Moderator ’ and attended by the town Officers, who must give a 
full account of their administration, and who must set before the 
Meeting a detailed statement of the sums of money needed for 
.local government. These sums, if approved, are voted by the 
Meeting and their collection ordered, on a prescribed basis of 
assessment. Everything that the officials and committees of the 
town have done is subject td be criticised, everything that they 
are to do is subject to be regulated by the Meeting. 

1219. The Town Officers. — The officers of the town are certain 
‘ Selectmen,’ from three to nine in number, according to the size and 
needs*of the town,*who constitute the general executive authority 
for all matters not otherwise assigned; a Town Clerk, who is the 
keeper of the town records ami regists; s; a Treasurer; Assessors, 
whose duty it is to make valuation of all p v operty for tax assess¬ 
ment; a Collector of the taxes voted by the Meeting or required 
by the county and state authorities; a School Committee; and a 
^variety* of l,esser officers of minor function, ach as Con'.tables, 
together with certain committees, such as library trustees, etc. 
Generally there are aJso overseers of the poor and surveyors of 
highways. 

122(i, To this corps of officers all the functions of local gov¬ 
ernment belong. The county authorities cannot enter their 

1 In Connecticut in the autumn. 

*1* some of the coast towns (townships), as noSably in Connecticut* the 
regulation of the use of the oyster beds is a very prominent question in 
town-meeting. 
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domain, but must confine themselves to the judicial dutips 
proper to them and to such administrative matters as the lay¬ 
ing out of inter-town roads, the issuing of certain county licenses, 
the maintenance of '•county buildings, etc., for the due oversight 
of which larger areas than the town seem necessary. County 
expenses are defrayed by taxes raised by the towns: the county 
authorities apportion such taxes, but do not lay theta. 

* * \ 

1221. In Rhode Island the only qounty officials are these connected 

with the administration of justice. 

1222. The < Township of the Northwest. — The <town may, 
therefore, be said to exist *in New England in its full historical 
character and simplicity, though much overshadowed by greatf 
cities, and everywhere modified and partially subordinated by 
the later developments of state and county. In the Northwest, 
whither New England emigrants have gone, it has entered an-- 
other phase and taken on another character, — a character which 
may perhaps foreshadow its ultimate organization, should the 
country have at any future time the uniform practices of local 
government now dinjly promised by certain incipient forces of 
institutional interchange and imitation. 

1223. In the first place, the Northwestern township is more 

thoroughly integrated with the county than if?-the New England 
township. County and township fit together as pieces of the 
same organism. In New IJngland the township is older than the 
county, and the county is a grouping of townships for certain 
purposes; in the Northwest, on the contfary, the county has in 
all cases preceded the township, and townships are divisions of 
the county. ' 

1224. ' The county preceded the township because the county 
furnishes*, for our people, fl the natural basis'of organization for a 
scattered agricultural population; the township came afterwards, 
in obedience to the habit of the New England settlers,«as the 
natural' organization for a population which had become more 
numerous and which had drawn together into cloSbr association. 

1£25. Its Origin. -^It was school organisation that supplied the 
beginnings of the township system in all fne more newly settled 
portions of the country. 'The Western township has sprung out 
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the school as the E<*w England township of the earliest days 
sprang oat of the church.’ The government surveyor, who has 
everywhere preceded final settlement in the West, ha.-’ in all cases 
mapped out the land in regular plots of thirty six square inilSs 
each, which, for convenience, he called ‘township::’; and in every 
township Congress has reserved at least a square, mile of laud 
(one ‘ section’) for the endowment of schools. This endowment 
had to be admiaistared by the settlers; sehoo; organization had 
to be effected; the m,,ue township had already been given to 
the district, so endowed; and there was, therefore, naturally 
school organization on the basis of the township. From this 
there eventually issued an equally natural growth of local politi¬ 
cal institutions. 1 » 

1226. Spread of Township Organization. — In the newer por¬ 
tions of the country the development of the township has pro¬ 
gressed almost in direct ratio with the development of local 
government: in many sections, even where population is com¬ 
paratively dense, county organization has been made to suffice 
for such districts as have dot assumed the structure and privi¬ 
leges of village or city incorporation; but wherever any special 
effort has been made to perfect local rural organization for ad¬ 
ministrative purposes, the township has been accepted as the best 
modtd of political association. 

1227. It has received its widest acceptance in such middle states as 
New York and Pennsylvania, and in die great Northwestern states of 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Illinois, and Minnesota. Elsewhere, in the middle 
West, in Ohio, Indiana, and Kansas, for example, and in such states of 
the far Wes* as California, it is less fully developed, and occupies a much 
more subordinate place t s compared W’t'i the county. The county, 
index’d, mry be said to be the prevalent unit of local government in Cali¬ 
fornia, as well as in Colorado, Oregon, Nebraska, and Nevada. ’ 

1228. Township Organization. —The? organization of* the town¬ 
ship outside of New England varies with its development. 
Where it is most vigorous there is the town-meeting,,exercis¬ 
ing powers strictly defined and circumscribed by statute and 
somewhat less extensive than the powers of the town-meeting in 
. * . 
r See p. 10 of Local (Government in Illinois, by Dr. Albert Shaw (Joins 
Hopkins Studies in Historical and Political Science, First Series). 
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New England, but still covering a multitude of "local interests 
and representing a very real control. 'Where it is less developed 
there is no town-meeting, but instead only the processes of popu¬ 
lar election to lqcal office. In all cases the ‘ selectmen ’ have dis¬ 
appeared : at least we find no officers bearing their name, and no 
officers possessing exactly their functions. Where the township 
is most completely organized we find one or "more ‘supervisors ’ 
standing at the fr«nt of township administration,'who are clothed 
with the duties of overseeVs of the pooi» exercise oftentimes a 
certain control over the finances of the township, *and are in 
general function ihe presiding and directing authorities of the 
administration. . ,, 

« 

1229. In Michigan and Illinois a single supervisor presides over each 
township; and in Michigan eachr supervisor is also tax assessor, while 
in Illinois he is treasurer. In Wisconsin and Minnesota there are 
three supervisors in each township ; in Ohio three nearly equivalent. 
officers called ‘ trustees. ’ In Illinois the school township, though gener¬ 
ally coincident in area with the civil township, is not identical in organi¬ 
zation. The officer called township trersurer is treasurer of the school 
fund. 

1230. Where there are several supervisors or trustees in the 
township, it is common to associate them together as a Board, 
and under such an arrangement they very closely resemblS the 
New England board of selectmen in their administrative func¬ 
tions. Township boards also exist under the laws of some states 
in which there is but at single supervisor for each township, being 
composed, usually, besides the supervisor, *of such officers as the 
town clerk and the Justices of the Peace. In Michigan such a 
board has rather extensit e supervisory powers; in IJlinoiu it is 
a committee of audit' simply. 

1231. TJhe number of tpwnsliip officers varies with the degree 
of development to which the township system has attained. In 
Ohio, where the system is still more or less in germ r the®e are, 
besides the three trustees, no township officers save a clerk and a 
treasurer. Ih Michigan, even, where the township system is fully 
accepted, there is neitjier an assessor nor a* collector of taxes, the 
supervisor acting as assessor aud the treasurer as collector. 'In 
Illinois, on the other hand,'there is. always a fall corps of offibers: 
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supervisor, collector, assessor, clerk, commissioners of highways, 
justices of the peace, ccjustables, etc., — and for the school town¬ 
ship a body of school trustees. 

1232. The term of all officers except justice;/ of „i<_ peace, road and 
school commissioners, and constables is generally b „ a »,ngle year, as in 
New England ; the terms of the other officers named a* "ften three or 
four years, j . 

1233. Where,there is a town-meeting the officers are elected by it; 
where these is n‘o town-meeting they are chosen at ttie pol’ >. 

1234. Th6 Township in the Middle Atlantic States. — It is re¬ 
versing til.' historical order to speak of 'he towpships of the 
middle Atlantic t hates after discussing the townships of the 
•newer West; but it is not reversing the ofder of convenient expo¬ 
sition. The processes of formation are plainly visible in the West ; 
in the East they are more complex and obscure, being the forma- 
.tions of history rather than of legislation. 

1235. The New York township is like the townships of Michi¬ 
gan and Illinois in its structure and functions; but like bedhuse 
it is an original, not because it is a copy. Over it presides a 
single supervisor who is the treasurer and general financial officer 
of the area. It has its clerk, its assessor, its collector, its commis¬ 
sioners of highways, its constaoles, its justices of tho peace. It 
has also special overseers of the poor. An annual town-meeting, 
under the presidency of the justices of the peace, or of the town 
clerk, elects all officers, passes smithy by-laws, votes taxes for 
schools and poor relief, and constitutes the general governing 
authority. 

In counties containing °00,000 or more inhabitants there is a provision 
for tf?e election of township officers at the polls. 

J # 

123G. The Pennsylvania Township. — The New York township 
system suggested the system of the states about the lakes, and 
stands nearest in the order of development to the township 
of New England. The township of- Pennsylvania, on the other 
hand, suggests the township system of the next lower belt of 
middle Western states. Tn it there is no town-meeting, but only 
an-Executive machinery. A board of two* or three supervisors, 
holdhig for a term <jf three years, presses over the township, and 
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has as its most prominent function the card of highways. For the 
rest, there are the usual officers, with* tfye somewhat uncommon 
addition of three auditors. Where the township is charged with 
the care of the poor^two special overseers are elected'. 

1237. Origins of Local Government in the Middle States.— 

Local government in New York, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and most of 
New Jersey runs back, as to a common source, to the systeAt established in 
colonial times by the Duke of York as proprietor. < Uivler that system the 
township was the principal ojrgan of local government Its officers were 
certain constables and overseers; and above the township was only an 
artificial ‘Riding,’ presided over by a sheriff. Certain General Courts 
levied high wry afid poor rates, appointed overseers of highways, etc. 
After the period of the Dubs's proprietorship, tint development of local 
government in the scverll parts of his domain exhibited a considerably 
variety. The township retained its importance in New York, but further 
south, particularly in Pennsylvania, the county gained the superior plaoe. 

1238. The Township in the South. —Wherever, in the South, the. 
principle of local taxation for local schools has been fully recog¬ 
nizes!, there the township has begun to show itself, at least in bud. 
Virginia, the oldest of the southern'states, and in most respects 
the type of all the rest in institutional development, for six years 
(1868-1874) tried the township system in its full form. But the 
experiment proved unsatisfactory? The system, instead of being 
gradually introduced and allowed to take a normal way of grbwth, 
was adopted whole,, proved too artificial, and was very soon abol¬ 
ished by constitutional amendment. North Carolina and West 
Virginia have adopted a township system of a very much more 
rudimentary sort, and with better results. * 

1239. The County. —The division of power between township 
and county can be most intelligibly discussed in connection with 
the following outline of county organization. The natural history* 
of the county is best studied in the South, w,here, despite the par¬ 
tial adoption of township organization here and there, the county 
remains the chief and almost the only organ of Jocal older and 
government. We have seen*(sec.s. 1042-1044) how natural a basis 
of government it was for a widespread agricultural population. 
The county was imported into the West by Southern settlers, and 
alsd found there at first its natural reason for existence in a simi¬ 
larly diffused population.^ New England iimmigration and new 
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conditi. us of industrial a-id social combination have created the 
tAmship within the fount/ in the West, as similarly altered con¬ 
ditions have begun to cifeate it in the South algo. 

1240. In all cases, it would seem, the egfoni." was originate 
primarily for judicial purposes, as an area in an : i'o” which courts 
were to be held, though in such confederate colonies js < ’onnecticut 
it was also ii> part the outgrowth of the uniou of < liferent groups 
of once independentswns. Li the South the ^punty became also 
the single area /or the i. t !mihis v rative organization 01 local govern¬ 
ment, being, given the functions elsewhere divided between the 
county atwl smaller areas like the townsh.r. fn New England 
certain general functions of a limited ciiaracter have been con¬ 
ferred upon it by subtraction from the tcwnsliips. In the North¬ 
west, county and township have been created almost simultaneously 
and side by side, and are careful!^ integrated. 

• 1241. The American county was of course in the first Instance a frontier 

copy of the English sliiro ; but its growth affords no analogy to the growth 
of its English prototype. The English shire in a great many instances 
'■races its history back to the t.me when it was a separate Saxon kingdom, 
and may be said to have as natural boundaries as France; American 
counties, on the other hand, have all been deliberately ‘ laid out.,’ as judi¬ 
cial and administrative subdivisions, and have no snch independent his- 
tofical standing. 

° .» 

1242. The Southern county, which undertakes all of local ad¬ 
ministration, has a complete set of officers. At its head is a 
small board of county commissionerj. Acting under the gen¬ 
eral superintendence the commissioners, there arc generally 
a county treasurer, auditor, superintendent, of roads, superin¬ 
tendent of education, anti superintend'nit o p the poor. On its 
•judicial sid'e, the county has its sheriff, its, clerk, its ordinary 
or surrogate, its coroner, and its state-attorney, the latter 
generally acting for a judicial district inclusive o'f several 
counties. The. functions of the county embrace the oversight of 
education, the maintenance of jails and poorikouses, the c/rnstrac¬ 
tion and repair of highways, and all local matters. County 
officers are in almost all instances elected by popular vote. Un- 
dec ffhe -Southern coy.nty system the sheriff is commonly til so 
tax-collector. 
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1243. Where the township exists there is great variety of 
county organization, almost the only «pojnt of common likenets 
being the organization of justice. The 3 county always has its 
sheriff, and general^ its separate courts, .with the usual coroner 
and clerk. The variety shows itself in the field of administrar 
tive structure,, Sometimes, as in New York, Michigan, and Illi¬ 
nois, the county administrative authority is a.board *pomposed of 
the supervisors of all the townships; sometime^, as in Pennsyl¬ 
vania and Minnesota, the fouuty ^authority is a' boat’d of three 
commissioners. In Wisconsin the county board consists of mem¬ 
bers each of wlioip is chosen by two or more township. Where 
the county is'given least power, as in New England, its adminis¬ 
trative functions hardly flxtend beyond the maintenance of county, 
buildings such as the jail and courthouse, the granting of certain 
licenses, and the partial supervision of the highway system. In 
New York and the Northwest the county authorities often under 
take the relief of the poor, sometimes exercise an extensive con¬ 
trol «over the debt-contracting privileges of the smaller areas, often 
audit the accounts of local officers, and supervise taxation for pur¬ 
poses of equalization. 

1244. Where townships exist, then, the division of functions may be 
said to be as follows: the township Is the area for the administration of 
schools, for the relief of the poor (unless by special popular vote tbit func¬ 
tion be given to the county), police, the construction and maintenance of 
highways, and sanitation ; while the county is the area for the administra¬ 
tion of justice, for the maintenance of jails, courthouses, and sometimes 
poorhouses, for tax equalization, and often for the exercise of certain 
other general supervisory powers. 

1245. Village*, Borough*, Cities. — Obunties and townsjyps are 
areas of„rural organization only. With the compacting of popu-* 
lation in great towns and cities other and more elaborate means 
of organization .became 'necessary, and a great body of consti¬ 
tutional and statutory law has grown up in the states concern¬ 
ing the incorporation of urban areas. There is no comple'te and 
general municipal corporations act in any of our ^tates such as 
that under which, in England, cities of alj sizes may acquire the 
privileges and adopt <ne organization of fail borough governVnent 
(see 989) : the largest tuqins are left to depend for their jncor 
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pyatit'. upon special .ci,,- of legislation. The large cities of the 
country consequently exhibit a great variety of political structure, 
and even cities in the ^paine state often differ wide:, in many 
material points of organization and function./ 

1-46. The electors or freeholders of less j >putou. urban dis¬ 
tricts are in most of the states empowered t< obtJe’a simple sort 
of urban organization and considerable urban powers by certain 
uniform routiue/processes, from the courts of law; v'lages f.is 
they are called in New York), boroutjhs (as the} are styled in 
Pennsylvania), towns (as they are sometime- designated in the 
South), 1 ciLis of the lesser grades (iu slates ■ nerd tov/us are classi¬ 
fied according to population), may usually get from the courts as 
of course, upon proof of the necessary population and of the con¬ 
sent of the freeholders or electors,the privilege of erecting them¬ 
selves into municipal corporations under general acts passed for 
•the purpose; very much as private joint-stock companies may get 
leave to incorporate upon showing to the court evidence of the 
possession of the necessary membership, stock, or paid-up capital. 

1247. The town or borough is, however, a public, not a private, corpo¬ 
ration, receiving by delegation certain powers of government; and many 
states have lift with their legislatures the power to create all public cor¬ 
porations by special act.. The incorporation of towns is not, therefore, 
universally governed by general statute. 

1248. The Authorities of urban districts thus erected into 
separate corporations succeed, generally, to all the powers of 
township officers within their area and constitute a local body 
apart; but usually the'area thus incorporated does not cease to 
he a part of the county in which it J ; es. It continues to pay 
,county J taxe? and its electors continue lo take their pari, in the 
choice of county officials. In some ease-’, liowever, cities have 
been definitely separated from the eopnties in which, they lie. 
This has been the virtually uniform policy of Virginia. In other 
cases sities have by growth absorbed the counties in which they 
were situated, as has happened, for example, by the expansion of 
New York, Philadelphia, New Orleans, and San Francisco. Balti¬ 
more, and St. Louis Lav e been made independent of county gov- 

1 The name town when used in New England always means, not an urban 
district, but a town ship? 
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eminent and county obligations by special legal arrangement. 
The organization of incorporated towYis jis unlike that of either 
county or township ^principally in this, th^t they have at the front 
oY their government a representative council which within its 
sphere is a law-making authority. 

1249. A cfemmon model of organization for the smaller urban areas 
is: a mayor, president, pr chief burgess ; a small 'town council given ex¬ 
tensive power of yaking by-laws, considerable poVer f}f taxation for local 
improvements as well as fo* local at'ministip.tion, and other powers of 
local direction which quite sharply differentiate it from the .merely execu¬ 
tive boards often found in the townships and always foutuyn the coun¬ 
ties ; a treasurer; a clerk; a collector; a street commissioner; sometimes 
overseers of the poor; and‘generally such other* minor officers as the 
council sees fit to appoint*' • 

1250. Organization of Government in Cities. — The difference 
between the organization of these smaller urban areas and the 
organization of great cities is a difference of complexity not only' 
but *often also a difference of kind. Cities, we have seen (sec. 
1162), are often given a separate,judicial organization, being 
made in effect separate judicial circuits or counties, with their 
own courts, sheriffs, coroners, and state-attorneys; and are some¬ 
times also made quite independent of the counties in which 
they lie (sec. 1248). They are given also larger councils, with 
larger powers; a larger corps of officers; and greater energy of 
self-direction than other local areas possess. 

1261. The Councibof a great city usually consists of two sections or 

‘houses,’—a board of aldermen and a board of common councilmen, dif¬ 
fering very much as the two houses of a state legislature differ, in the 
number and size of the districts which theinmembers represent. In most 
of the cities of New York state, however, there is but a single legislative, 
chamber, called sometimes the Board of Aldermen, sometimes the Com¬ 
mon Council. « 

1262. These boards always constitute the law-making (or rather ordi¬ 
nance- making) and taxing power of the city; and always until recent 
years |hcy have been constituted overseers of administration also, by 
being given the power to control it not only by withholding moneys, but 
also through direct participation in the power of appointment to the minor 
city offices, — all those, that is to say, not filled by popular election., The 
chief officera of every city have usually been elected, but all others hive, 
as a rule, been appointed the mayor subject J-o confirmation by the 
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,city council. The tendency of all very recent legislation with reference 
to the constitution of cit£ governments has been to concentrate executive 
power, and con'eqtw-nty executive responsibility, in the hands of the 
mayor, leaving to the c tuncil only its ordinanc -making power and Its 
function of financial control. Some of the most recent charters have even 
extended the appointing power of the mayor so as to include the most 
important executive offices of the city administration, in her latest con¬ 
stitution (1M)4) New York has tried the experiment of giving the mayors 
of her cities a suspensive veto on state legirld 'oc touching municipal 
matters. Local bills are submitted to tlicma 1 irs of the cities which they 
affect for their approval. But, if they do not approve, the repassage of 
the act by a mere majority in the legislature . ’iffices to make it law, 
notwithstanding. 

1253. School Administration. — Whenever the public school 
exists there wo find the School District the usual administra¬ 
tive area for educational purposes. Where the county system 
prevails the county is divided into school districts; where the 
township system prevails the township is divided into school 
districts. In every case there are district directors or trustees 
who control school administration, and usually control it so 
entirely as to prevent in great part the existence of any 
uniform system of education for the whole state; but where 
the township" system prevails ’there is generally more partici¬ 
pation on the pa.*t of the people, gathered in district-meeting, 
in school administration, and generally a fuller power of local 
taxation. 

1254. In New England recent years have been witnessing the disap¬ 
pearance of the separate school district in some states, and its absorption 
by the township. Thus in Maine, in New Hampshire, and in Connecticut 
school administration is being transferred frtftn district to township officers, 
and the township is being made the school area.- In Massacli is3tts the 
school district system jvas entirely abolished in 1882, and township school 
administration substituted. And outside New England the i&me substi¬ 
tution has here and there been made, —ju for example, in Pennsylvania. 

* » 6 

1255. In the Northwest schools usually receive support 
from three distinct sources: from the land granted to each 
township by the federal government: froijg a general state „tax 
for’education, whose proceeds are distributed among the town- 
ships,* to be further distributed by/the township authorities 
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among the districts; and from district’ taxes levied by tlje 
district directors. In New England* there is generally state 
and township taxation for the support if the schools. In the 
South, under the county system, there is state taxation only, 
for the most part, save in certain exceptional localities, and 
in the great* towns. In many cases in the Northwest the 
school district is coincident in area with the ei A1 township, 
though distinct ard separate in organization. *, 

1256. Nowhere is therd sufficient centralization of control. 
State superintendents or other central educational r authorities 
are without yeal' administrative powers (compare sd-c. 1205); 
county superintendents seldom have much authority; township 
trustees or committees' as a rule, have little more than a» 
general supervision and power of advice; usually the directors 
of the smallest area have the greater part of the total of 
administrative authority, applying their quota of even the state, 
taxes according to their own discretion. The result is, variety 
in the qualifications of teachers, variety in the method of 
their choice, variety in courses of study, variety in general 
efficiency. 

1257. Taxation. — The most striking feature regarding local 
taxation in the United States is,’the strict limitations put upon 
it by constitution or statute. Commonly nr* local authorities 
can tax beyond a certain fixed percentage of the appraised 
value of the property of their district. Under the county 
system, requisition is- made upon the officers of the counties 
for the taxes voted by the legislature fer state purposes, and 
the county boards raise them, together with the bounty taxes, 
upon the basis of the cdunty assessment. Where the to.vnship 
exists, the process ’goes one step further: requisition is made 
upon the, townships for ,both the state and county taxes, and 
the townships raise these, together with their own taxes, upon 
the basis of the assessment' made by their own .assessor?. 

1258. ’ An effort is made in most of the states, however, to 
equalize assessments. Some county authority aets as a board 
of equalization with j-eference to the assessments returned by 
the assessors of the several townships, add above the equaliza¬ 
tion boards of the counties there- is generally a state board of 
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equalization, whose duty it is to harmonize and equalize, upon 
appeal, taxation in thej several eounties. Appeals always lie 
from the local assessor* to these boards ofjequalization. The 
system is, however, nifty partially success/ul. It has proved 
practically impossible, under the present system of localized 
authority,'to avoid great varieties and inequalities df assessment: 
local official# try tb cut down the share- of their districts in 
the general taxJs all much, as possible. 

1250. General Remarks on Local Government — Several features 
observable in our systems of local governmen taken as a whole are 
worthy of remark. (1) In the first plactf, outside of »the towns end 
ejties, the separatxAy incorporated urban district , tin re is a marked 
absence of representative, law-making bodi<S. Almost everywhere local 
officers and hoards have merely executive on vers and move within narrow 
limits set by elaborate statute law. * 

(2) In the second place, where there ate local law-making bodies, they 
act under strict constitutional law: under charters, that is, possessing 
thus a strong resemblance, of tint!, to state legislatures themselves. 

(Ji) In the third place, central control of local authorities exists only 
in the enforcement, in the regular law courts, of charters and ge’ t-al 
laws: there is nowhere any central Local Government Board with dis¬ 
cretionary powers of restriction or permission. ('Compare sec. 1009.) 

(4) In the .fourth piece, relatively to the central organs of the state, 
local government is, administratively, the most vital part of our system : 
as compared eithei^with the federal government or with local authorities, 
the central governmt nts of the states lack vitality not only, but do not 
seem to be holding their own in point of importance. They count for 
much in legislation, but, so far, for very liltle administration. 


■The Ffpekai Government. 

12G0. The Constitution of the United StatSs does not‘contain 
all the rules upon which the organizatipn of the federal govern¬ 
ment rests. It says that there shall be a Congtcss which shall 
exercise the law-making power granted to the general govern¬ 
ment ; a President who shall be cha .'ged with the execution of 
the laws passed by Congress; and a Supreme Court which shall 
be the highest court of the land for the determination of what is 
lawful to be done, eithdr by individuals, by the state governments, 
or by’the federal authorities, under Constitution and lawa 
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It prescribes also in part the organization of Congress. But 
does not command how Congress shall’ da its work of legislation, 
how the President thall be enabled to peif’orm his great function, 
or by what machinery of officers and subordinate courts the Su¬ 
preme Court shall be assisted in the exercise of its powers. It 
leaves all detail of operation to be arranged by statute: and 
statute accordingly plgys an all-important pkrt in Uie organiza¬ 
tion of the government. 

t 

1261. The Constitution furnishes only the great foundations of the 
system. Those foundations rest upon the same firm ground of popular 
assent that supports the several constitutions of the states/' Framed by 
a federal convention and adopted by representative conventions in the 
states, it stands altogethe) apart from ordinary law both in character and 
sanction. 

• 

1262. Amendment of the Constitution. — The Constitution can¬ 
not be amended without the consent of two-thirds of Congress 
and three-fourths of the states. Amendments may be proposed 
in one of two ways : either (a) two-thirds of the members of each 
house of Congress may agree that certain amendments are neces¬ 
sary ; or ( b ) the legislatures of two-thirds of the states may 
petition Congress to have a general convention called for the con¬ 
sideration of amendments, and such a convention, being called, 
may propose changes. In both cases the mode 1 of adoption is the 
same. Every change proposed must be submitted to the states, 
to be voted upon either by, their legislatures or by state conven¬ 
tions called for the purpose, as Congress may determine. Any 
amendment which is agreed to by thretf-fourths of the states 
becomes a part of the Constitution. 

* t> 

1263. The fifteen^amendments so far made to the Constitution were alV 
proposed by Congress. No general constitutional convention has been 
called since the adjournment of the great body l(y which the Constitution 
was framed in 1787. 

1264. None of tjie written' constitutions of Europe are so difficult 
of alteration as our own. In Germany, as we have seen (sec. 499), a pro¬ 
vision changing the imperial constitution passes just as ,pi ordinary law 
would pass, the only limitation upon its passage being that fourteen nega¬ 
tive votes in the BnnUsralh will defeat it (14 out of,58). In France 
(secs. 411,412) constitutional amendments pass as ordinary laws do, except 
that they must be adopted Hff the two houses of the legislature actirtg, not 
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separately in Paris, but jointly at Versailles, as a National Assembly. In 
Switzerland such amendments must pass both houses of the federal legis¬ 
lature and must t!so K> aijproved, in a popular vote, by a majority of the 
voters, and by a majority of the Cantons (sec. ^B8). In England the 
distinction between constitutional law and statute law can hardly be said 
to exist (see sec. 917). See, also, for a further exposition of constitu¬ 
tional differences between modern states, Chap. XII. 

1265. The Federal Territory. — The ter-itory of the United 
States is of „two 'different sdrt%: ther% is a) the District of Co¬ 
lumbia, over v which the nation exercises exc'usiv ■ jurisdiction as 
the seat o^ its government, and the arsenms „and dock-yards, 
which it has acquired by purchase, and over wh’<4i the states 
have given it jurisdiction for military ijmrposes; and (b) the 
great national property, the territories, which the federal author¬ 
ities hold in trust for the nation hs a -,eed-bed for the develop¬ 
ment of new states. 

1266. The District of Columbia. — It would have been incon¬ 
venient for the federal government to have no territory ofi.its 
own on which to build its public offices and legislative halls, and 
where it could be independent of local or other state regulations. 
The Constitution itself therefore provided that Congress should 
have exclusive authority within any district not more than ten 
miles square which^any state might grant to the federal govern¬ 
ment for its own uses. Acting upon this hint, Maryland and 
Virginia promptly granted the necessary territorial jurisdiction, 
it having been decided to establish thff scut of government upon 
the Potomac. A part of the home-land o? the federal govern¬ 
ment, thus ceded, was laid out under the name of the District of 
Columbia: there the public buildings v;ere erected, and there, 
after the removal of the government offices thither in lfJOO, the 
city of Washington grew up. 

1267. The first Congress of the United Stales met id New York City; 

there the first President was inaugurated, and thj organization of the 
new government effected. In 1790 it wis determined that the* federal 
officers should live and Congress meet in Philadelphia (as the Continental 
Congress had generally done) for ten years; after that, in the district 
specially set apart for the “use of the federal government. , 

1268. The creation o? this federal home-plot is a feature peculiar to 
our »wu federal arrangements. -Berlin yf the capital of Prussia, not 
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the exclusive seat, or in any sense the property, of the imperial govern 
ment. Berne, too, is cantonal, not federal, ground. Our government 
would have been in the same case as thole of Germany and Switzer¬ 
land had our federal authorities remained''the guests of New York or 
Pennsylvania. 

1269. The several arsenals, dock-yards, forts,and light houses established 
by the federal government in different parts of the Union are built upon 
land purchased by the federal government, generally ofqindividuals. It 
is the practice fo^ the several states in which su. h p'eces of property lie 
to grant to the federal government exclusive jurisdiction over them, — 
usually with the proviso that the jurisdiction shall lapse when the prop¬ 
erty ceases to be used for the federal purposes specified. 

1270. The Territories. --As the different, parts of our vast 
national domain have been settled it has been divided, under the 
direction of Congress, into portions of various sizes, generally 
about the area of the larger states, though sometimes larger than 
any state save Texas. These portions have been called, for want 
of a better name, Territories, and have been given governments 
constituted by federal statute. First they have been given gov¬ 
ernors and judges appointed by the President; then, as their 
population has become numerous and sufficiently settled in its 
ways of living, they have been given legislatures chosen by their 
own people and clothed with the power to make laws subject to 
the approval of Congress; finally, upon becoming still more de¬ 
veloped, they have been granted as full law-making powers as 
the states. The territorial stage of their development passed, the 
most important of them have one by one been brought into the 
Union as states. • 

1271. Until 1803 the only territory of tlfe United States consisted of the 
land^ this side the Mississippi 1 which had belonged to the thirteen origin:! 
states individually, and had by them been granted to the general govern¬ 
ment. (> In 1803 the vast tnact known as ‘ Louisiana ’ was bought; in 1848, 
by conquest, and in 1882, by negotiation, the Pacific coast lands were 
acquired from Mexico; in 1846 the right of the United.States to a portion 
of “the Oregon country ” was finally established, by treaty. 

1272. The post-offices, federal court chambers^ custom houses, 
and other like buildings erected and owned by the general government 
.in various parts of Vhe country are held by the government upon the 
ordinary principles of ownership, just as they might be held by a private 
corporation. Their sites a\e not separate federal territory. 
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1273. Congress. — As’ in the states, so in the federal govern¬ 
ment, the law-making" powtft is vested in a double legislature, a 
Congress consisting ot' a/Senate and a House of Representatives. 
Unlike the two houses >f a state legislature^ however, the twb 
houses of Congress nave distinct characters: the Senate differs 
from the House not only in the number of its members, but also 
in the principle of* its composition. It represents the federal 
principle upon w^iiclf the government rests: s' >r its members rep¬ 
resent the states. The .House, of Rewre entatives, on the other 
hand, repressnts the national principle : por. whi v h also the gov¬ 
ernment has now been finally established, without threat of 
change. Its membgrs represent the people. 

, 1274. The Senate. —The Senate consist* of two representatives 
from each of the states of the Union. U uas, therefor", the states 
being forty-five in number (1897), nine; members. Each senator 
is elected, for a term of six years, by the legislature of the state 
which he represents; and a state legislature is legally free to 
choose any one as senator who has been a citizen of the United 
States nine years, who has reached the age of thirty, and who is 
at the time of the election a resident of the state which he is 
chosen to represent. 

1275. The Constitution directed that, immediately after coming to¬ 
gether for its first session, the Senate should divide its members, by lot, 
as nearly as it could into three equal group* ; that the members assigned 
to one of these groups should vacate their seats after the expiration of 
two years, the members assigned to annth*r after the expiration of four 
years, and the members of the third after the "expiration of six years; 
after which arrangementti.nl been accomplished, the term cf every senator 
was to be six years as piovided. It was thus brought about that one-third 
of the membership of the Senate is renewed by election every t wo years. 
* The result is, that the Senate has a sort of continuous life, — r.o one 
election year affects the seats of more than one-third of its meinb. rs. 

1276. The Senate is, as I have said, tf>e federal house of Con¬ 
gress. Its members represent the statdS as the constituent members 
of the Union. They are not, hovvevt •, in any sense delegates of 
the governments of the states. They are not subject to be in¬ 
structed as to their votes, as members of the German Bnndesrath 
are, -by any staffe authority (see. 501), not. even by the legislatut-es 
which*elected them. . Each senator is entitled and expected to vote 
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according to his own individual opinion. 'Senators, therefore, may 
be said to represent, not the governments of the states, but Ihe 
people of the statqp organized as corporate bodies politic. 

1277. There is no rule which obliges senators from the same state to 

vote together, after the fashion once imperative in the Congress of our own 
Confederation (sec. 1068), and still imperative in the German Bundearath 
(sec. 601). Each senator represents his state, mot in partnership, but 
singly. ' „ 

1278. The eqti\*l representation of thaistates in the oenatp more strictly 
conforms to the federal principle than does the unequal representation 
characteristic of the German Bundesrath (sec. 601) ; but the rule observed 
in Germany, thtt the representatives of each state must ote together, 
must, in turn, be admitted ^to be more strictly consistent with the idea 
of state representation than is the rule of individual voting followed in 
our Senate. 

1279. The Vice-President of the United States is president of 

the Senate. Unless the President die, this is the only function 
of the Vice-President. He is not a member of the Senate; he 
simply presides over its sessions. He has a vote only when the 
votes of the senators are equally divided upon some question and 
his vote becomes necessary for a decision. If the President die 
or resign, or be removed from office, or be rendered unable “ to 
discharge the duties and power., ” of his office, the presidency 
devolves on the Vice-President. ..> 

1280. Organization of the Senate. — The Senate makes its 
own rules of procedure, the Vice-President being of course bound 
to administer whatever rule it adopts. Naturally the internal 
organization of the body is the matter with which its rules prin¬ 
cipally concern themselves, and the most important feature of 
that organization is the 1 division of the members of the Senate 
into st«nding committees; into small groups, that is, to each oi’ 
which is entrusted the preparation of a certain part of the Sen¬ 
ate’s business. ■ The Senate itself would not have time to look 
into the antecedents and particulars, the merits and bearings, 
of every matter brought before it; these committees are, there¬ 
fore, constituted to act in its stead in the preVminary exami¬ 
nation and shaping of the measures to he voted on. Whenever 
any proposal is maife concerning any important question, that 
proposal is referred to tl^e standing committee which hau been 
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cojumissioned to consider questions of the class to which the 
proposed action belong?. 1 The committee takes the proposal 
under consideration, injeonneetion with all Itlier pending pro¬ 
posals relating to the same subject, and reports to the Senafe 
what it thinks ought to be done with reference to it, — whether 
it is advisable to take any action or not, and, if it is# advisable to 
act, what actfon had* best be taken. 

1281. Thus there is a Coifcmijtee on fin: ..ce, t-> which all questions 
affecting the revenue are referred; a Committee on Appropriations, which 
advises the Senate concerning all votes tor the pending of moneys; a 
Committee on Railroads, which considers an railroad questions; a Com¬ 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, which prepares.for cons’ leraijn all questions 
touching our relations with foreign governmr jts, etc. 

1282. Influence of the Standing Committees. — Its standing 
committees have a very great influence upon the action of the 
Senate. The Senate is naturally always inclined to listen to 
their advice, for each committee necessarily knows much more 
about the subjects assigned Jo it for consideration than the rest 
of the senators can know. Its committee organization ma v be 
said to be of the essence of the legislative action of the Senate: 
for the leadership to which a legislative body consigns itself is 
of th$ essence of^its method and must affect, not the outward 
form merely, but the whole character also of its action. U nder 
every great system of government except our own, leadership 
in legislation belongs for the most pert to the ministers, to the 
Executive, which stands nearest to the business of governing; 
it is a central, and, as evidenced by its results, extremely impor¬ 
tant characteristic of our»system that our legislatures lend them¬ 
selves, or, rather, that they suffer themselves^to be led along the 
several lines of legislation by separate and disconnected groups 
of their members. 

1J83. The Senate and the Eaecutftre. — One.of the chief uses of the 
■ committees is to obtain information for he Senate concerning the affairs 
of the government. But, inasmuch as the executive branch of the gov¬ 
ernment is quite separate from Congress, it is often very difficult for the 
Seaate to findgout through its committees .,11 tlisat it wishes to know ajpout 
the condition of affairs in the executive departments. The action of the 
two houses upon sonic questions must of ^>urse be greatly influenced, and 
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should be greatly influenced, by what they can learn* of administrative 
experience in the departments, aud the Senate, as well as the House, has 
the right to. ask what questions it pleases r,of executive officers, either 
« through its commitVes or by requiring a written report to be made directly 
to itself by some beau of a department. Upon financial questions, for exam¬ 
ple, the Senate or its Finance Committee must constantly wish to know 
the experience of the Treasury. But it is not always easy to get legisla¬ 
tive questions fully am} correctly answered ; for the officers of the govern¬ 
ment are in no wjy responsible to either house fir tlfeir official conduct. 
They belong to an entirely snparate ,tnd independent branth of the gov¬ 
ernment : only such high crimes and misdemeanors as lay them open to 
impeachment expose them to the power of the houses. The committees 
are, therefore, frequently prevented from doing their work of inquiry 
well, and the Senate has to act in the dark. Unddv other systems of gov¬ 
ernment, as we have sei'h (secs. 427,428, 533, et seq. , 580, 670, 808 — 871‘, 
etc.), the ministers are always present in the legislative bodies to be 
questioned and dealt with directly, face to face. 

1284. The President Pro Tempore. — It is the practice of the Senate 
to make itself independent of all chances of the Vice-President’s absence 
by electing statedly from its own membership a president pro tempore, to 
act in case of the absence or disability of the Vice-President. 

h 

1285. The House ,of Representatives. — The House of Repre¬ 
sentatives represents, not the states, but the people of the 
United States. It represents tiiem, however, not in the ( mass, 
but by states. Representation is apportioned 1 among the states 
severally according to population, and no electoral district crosses 
any state boundary. (Compare secs. 517, 687.) 

1286. Apportionment of Representatives. — Congress itself de¬ 
cides by law how many representatives t'here shall lie; it then 
divides the number decided upon amoTjg the stktes according to 
population; after which ‘eac,h state is divided by its own legist 
lature into as many districts as it is to have representatives, 
and the people of each of these districts aPe entitled to elect one 
member to the House. The only limitation put by the Consti¬ 
tution itself upon <the number of representatives is, that there 
shall nfever be more than one for every thirty thousand inhabi¬ 
tants. The first House of Representatives had, 6y direction of 
the Constitution itself, sixty-five membePs, upon ,the proportion 
of one to every thirty-three thousand inhabitants. The number 
has, of course, grown, aifcl the proportion "decreased, witli the 
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growth of population. ■ A census is taken every ten years, and 
tbfe rule is to effect readjustments and a redistribution of repre¬ 
sentation after e.ery census. 

1287. In states whiety send but one representative (there ate 
now —1897 — seven of these), the representative is chosen by the 
voters of the whole state. In some of the other states also it 
sometimes happens .that one or more representatives are chosen 
thus ‘at large,’ pending a redistribution an mg districts,—or for 
some other reason. 

• 

1288. At present there are three hundred aim fifty-seven members in 
the House, and the states are given one member for eVery ,178,905 of theii 
inhabitants. In eases where a state has many thousands more than an 
even number of times that many inhabitants, it is given an additional 
member to represent the balance. Thus if it have four times 173,905 
inhabitants and a very large fraction*ovoi it is given five members instead 
of four only. If any state have less than 173,905, it is given one member, 
notwithstanding, being entitled to at least one by constitutional provision. 
The reason for allowing a state an extra representative when there is a 
large fraction remaining over after a division of its population by the 
standard number is that the Apportionment, of representatives is unde 
according to states, and not by an even allotment among the people of 
the country taken as a whole, and that under snch a system a perfectly 
equal divisior.of representation is practically impossible. Congress makes 
the most equitable arrangement practicable each time it reapportions the 
membership of thfl House upon the basis of the decennial census which 
Congress directs to be taken for this puipose in pursuance of a special 
constitutional command. 


1289. Elections to the House. — Any cue may be chosen a 
representative who has reached the age of twenty-five years, 
has been a citizen of tbe United States for seven years, and 
•is at the time of his election an inhabitant of the state from 
which he is chosen. The term of a representative is two years: 
and two years is also the terra of the whole. Hons.?; for its 
members are not chosen a section at,a ame, as the senators are; 
the vftiole membership of the House is renewed ever^ second 
year. Each biennial election creates ‘ a new House.’ 


,129C. Although tbe Senate has a cont'iraoug life, we speak habitually 
Of different 1 (5ongrcsse%,’ as if a new Congress, instead of a new House 
of Representatives merely, were qiioseu biennially. Thus the Congress oi 
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1896-1897 was .known as the fifty-fourth Congress, because the House of 
Representatives of that period was the fifty-fourth that had been elected 
since the government was established. ( 

' 1291. Federal layv does not determine who shall vote for 
members of the House of Representatives. The Constitution 
provides, simply, that all those persons in each state who are 
qualified under the constitution and laws of the ttate to vote 
for members of the larger of the two houses ofc the state legis¬ 
lature may vote also for members of tlirs House of ‘Representa¬ 
tives of the United States. The franchise is regulated, therefore, 
entirely by s^atc law. . 

1292. In the fourteenth amendment to the Constitution (passed 
1866-1868) a very great pressure is, by intention at least, brought to beat 
upon the states to induce them to make their franchise as wide as their 
adult male population. For that amendment provides that, should any 
state deny to any of its male citizens who are twenty-one years of agq 
the privilege of voting for members of the more numerous branch of its 
ojvn legislature (and thus, by consequence, the privilege of voting for 
representatives in Congress), for any reason except that they have com¬ 
mitted crime, its representation in Congress shall be curtailed in the 
same proportion that the number of persons thus excluded from the fran¬ 
chise bears to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age 
in the state. This provision has ki practice, however! proved of little 
value. It is practically impossible for the federal authorities to oirry it 
satisfactorily into effect. 

1293. Organization of ( the Home- The House, like the 

Senate, has its own rules, regulative of the number and duties 
of its officers and of its methods of doing business; and these 
rules, like those of the Senate, are chiefly concerned with the 
creation and the privileges of a great number of Standing 
committees. The Committees of the House are not, however, 
elected by ballot, as the committees of the. Senate are; they are 
appointed by the presiding officer of the House, the ‘ Speaker ’; 
and this power of the Speaker-to appoint the committees,of the 
House makes him one of the most powerful officers in the whole 
government. For the committees of the House ore even more 
influential than those of the Senate in determining what shall 

•• | , 4 * 

be done with reference to matters referred to them. They as 
a matter of fact have it ii^ their power to control almost d\\ the 
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f cts of the House. The Senate, being a comparatively small 
ody, has time to consider very fully the reports of its com¬ 
mittees, and generally manages to shape As own conclusions. 
Hut the House is toe}large to do much Abating: it must be 
guided by its committees or it must do nothing. It is this fact 
which makes the Speaker’s power of appointment so vastly 
important.* He determines who shall be on th - committees, and 
the committed! determine what the Ho. use fyiall do. He nomi¬ 
nates those who shape legis’fation. 'More th-ui that, he shapes 
the rules ’and determines the coui-ae ot business. For he is 
ehairmaft of the Committee on Rules,- which ’has,but two other 
members, whom .be regards as his assistants,’ and that com¬ 
mittee guides the House quite absolutely in the use of its time. 
The Speaker will not ‘recognize’ (that is, will not give the floor 
to) any member who seeks to upset me programme it has fixed. 

1294. The extraordinary power of the Speaker often makes his election 
a very exciting part of the business of each new House: for he is always 
selected with reference to wjiat he will do in constituting the principal 
committees, and in shaping and administering the rules. 

1295. The House of Representatives is not, given a president by the 
Constitution, as the Senate is. It elects its own presiding officer, whose 
name, of ‘Speaker,’ is taken ffom the usage of the English House of 
Commons, whos» president was so called because whenever, in the old 
days, the Commons went into the presence of the king for the purpose 
of laying some matter before bim, or of answering a summons from him, 
their president was their spokesman or Speaker. This name is used also 
in the legislative bodies of all the English colonies, — wherever, indeed, 
English legislative prart.ces have been directly inherited. 

1296. Tile House has so uianv standing committees that every repre¬ 
sentative is a member ot one cr ano'her of them, — but many of the 
committe'fis have little or nothing to do Some of them, though still 
regularly appointed, have no duties assigned them by the i ules. One of 
the most important committees is that on Appropriations, wh\*h has charge 
of the general money-spending bids inf duced eve’ry year to meet the 
expenses of the government, and whe-h, by viituc ot its power under 
the rules to britig its reports to the onsideration of the House at any 
time, to the Jthrusting aside of whatever tnattei, virtually dominates the 
House by controlling its use of its time. Special appropriation bills, 
which .propore to provide moneys for the expenses of single departments, 
— as, for example, the Navy Department or the War Department, — 
are, by a recent tule of the House, ^aken out of the hands of the 
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Committee on Appropriations and given to the committees on the special 
departments concerned. Scarcely less important than the Committee <& 
Appropriations, thoimh scarcely so busy as it, is the Committee on Ways 
end Means, which h\s charge of questions of, taxation. It is, of course, 
to the appointment or such committees that 'he Speaker pays most at¬ 
tention. Through them his influence is most potent. 

1297. Some members of the House are considered to be entitled, be¬ 
cause of their long service and experience in Congress, ito be put on 
important committees, and on every committee there most, by imperative 
custom, be representatives of jjoth parties 1.x the House. * But these partial 
limitations upon the Speaker’s choice do not <5ften seriously hamper him 
in exercising his preferences. 

i , * 

1298. The House lias to, depend, just as t the Senate does, 
upon its standing committees for information concerning the , 
affairs of the government and the policy of the executive depart¬ 
ments, and is just as often and as much embarrassed because of 
its entire exclusion from easy, informal, and regular intercourse 
with the departments. They cannot advise the House unless 
they ure asked for their advice; and the House cannot ask for 
their advice except indirectly through its committees, or formally 
by requiring written reports. 

1299. Acts of Congress — In order to become a law or Act of 
Congress a bill must pass botli bosses and receive the signature 
of the President. Such is the ordinary process of legislation. 
But the President may withhold his signature, and in that case 
the measure which he has refused to sanction must receive the 
votes of two-thirds of tjie members of each house, given upon a 
reconsideration, before it can go upon the statute book. The 
President is given ten days for the consideration qf each measure. 
If he take no action upon it within thfe ten days, or if prithin 
that period he sign it, its provisions become law; if “within the 
ten days he inform Congress by special message that he will 
not sign tlfe bill, returning* it to the house in which it originated 
with a statement qf his reasons for not signing it, another 
passage of the measure by a majority of two-thirds in each 
house is required to make it a law. 

,1300. There are, therefore, three ways in Vhich a Ipll may become 
law : either (n) by receiving the approval of a majority in each house, and 
the signature of the President^ appended within teirdays after its passage 
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by the houses; or (b) by receiving the approval of a majority in each 
house, and not beimi acted upon by the President within ten days after 
its passage; or 'o', by receiving the approval of two-thirds of each house 
after having been refused signature by the Prescient within ten days after 
its passage by a mujorii^ in each house. If Congress adjourn before the 
expiration of the teij days allowed the President to consider bills sent 
him, such hills lapse unless he has signed them before tlfe adjournment. 

J 

1301. Neither house can do any but oust (except semi for 
absent mombers or atj^joutn),unless, a .tajovPy of its members 
are present, — a majority being in tlie iasi. of all our legislatures, 
both state and federal, the necessary q-finn.-t. , 

1302. In the p tact ice of some foreigh legislatures the quorum is much 
less than a majority of the members. In tin' English House of Commons, 
for instance, it is only forty members, al j. ugh the total number of mem¬ 
bers of the House of Commons is six hu- ired and seventy. 

1303. When it is said that under certain circumstances a bill must be 
passed by a vote of two-thirds in order to become a law, it is understood 
to mean that it must be voted for by two-thirds of the members pvwnt, 
not necessarily by that proportion of the whole membership of the body. 
In the case of bills which the’President refuses to sign, however, th i ’on- 
stitution expressly says that it cannot be made law unless a second time 
passed by two-thirds of each house. 

* p 

1304. A bill may ‘ originate ’ in either house, unless it be a bill 
relating to the raising of revenue. I’, that case it must originate 
in the House of Representatives, though the Senate may propose 
what amendments it pleases to a mvenue bill, as to any other 

which comes to it from 1 he House. * 

* # 

1306. If «one_ of the houses pass a lull, an 1 the other house amend it, 
the changes so proposed must in adopted by the house in which the bill 
originated, before it can be sent to the Piesidept and be made a law. 
When the two houses disagree about amendments they appoint/.oiiferenoo 
committees; that is ito say. each house appoints a committee to consult 
with a similar committee appointed by th. oilier house, to see wiiat c.m 
be done towards bringing about u. agreement (jetweeo the two houses 
updn the points in dispute. 

1306. The federal Judiciary: its Jurisdiction. — The Judiciary 
of tjie United States Consists of a S i premie Court, nine Circuit 
Courts of Appeals, nifte Circuit Courts, sixty-eight District Courts, 
and h Court of Claims. . Its organization and functions rest more 
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than do those of either of the other branches of the general gov¬ 
ernment upon statute merely, instead of upon constitutional pro¬ 
vision. The Constitution declares that “ the judicial power of 
the United States sh»'l be vested in one Supreme court, and in 
such inferior courts as the Congress may, from time to time, 
ordain and establish,” and that “ the judges, both of the supreme 
and inferior courts, shall hold their offices during godil behavior, 
and shall, at statei times, receive for, their services a compensa¬ 
tion which shall not be diuliuished during their continuance in 
office.” It provides also that the judicial power of the federal 
government styall 'extend* to all eases in law or equity w’hicli may 
arise under the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United 
States; to all cases affecftng ambassadors, other public ministers, < 
and consuls; to all admiralty aijd maritime cases; to controver¬ 
sies in which the United Stated is a party, controversies between 
two or more states, between a state and citizens of another state 
(the state being the suitor), between citizens of different states, 
between citizens of the same state claiming lands under grants 
from different states, ami between a state or its citizens and for¬ 
eign states, citizens, or subjects. And it directs that in cases 
affecting ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, and in 
cases in which a state is a party* the Supreme Court shall have 
original jurisdiction; while in all other cases it Is to have appel¬ 
late jurisdiction only, “with such exceptions, and under such 
regulations, as the Congress shall make.” 

» 

X307. The judicial power of the federal government is thus made to 
embrace two distinct classes of cases: (a) those in which it is manifestly 
proper that its authority, lather than the'authority of a stated-should 
control,, because of the nature'of the questions involved: ’tor instance, 
admiralty and maritime cases, navigable waters being within the exclusive 
jurisdiction of the federal authorities ; and cases’arising out of the Con¬ 
stitution, laws, or treaties of the United States'or out of conflicting grants 
made by different sfates. (b) Those in which, because of the mature 
of the parties to the suit, the state courts could not properly be allowed 
jurisdiction; cases affecting, for instance, foreign ambassadors, who are 
accredited to the government of the United Spates and with whom our 
on/y relations are naftonal relations, whose privileges rest -uponr the 
sovereignty of the states they represent; or cases in which the state 
courts could not have complete jurisdiction becaifte of the residence of 
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the parties ; for instance, suits arising between citizens of different states. 
It is always open to the cha'se of a citizen of one state to sue a citizen of 
another state i- tht courts of the latter’s own domicile, but the courts of 
the United States are the special forum provided for such cases. , 

I / 

1308. Power of Congress over the Judiciary. — But these pro¬ 
visions of the Constitution leave Congress quite free to distribute 
the powers thus set forth among the courts for '.t hose organization 
it is to provide, at hi even, if it so chooses, to ] n ave some of them 
entirely ih abeyance., In other words, the C institution defines 
the sphePB which the judicial power of the united States may 
fill, while Congress determines how -rich of that sphere shall 
actually be occupied, by what courts, and in whai inanncr, subject 
to what rules and limitations. * 

1309. With regard to the organization of the judiciary Congress deter¬ 
mines not only what courts shall be orented inferior to the Supreme Court, 
but also of what number of judges toe Supreme Court itself shall consist, 
what their compensation and procedure shall be, and what their specific 
duties in the administration of justice. It might also determine,should 
it sec fit, what qualifications should be required of occupants of the 
supreme bench. 

1310. The Existing Federal Courts. — In pursuance of these 
powers, Congress h.ts passed* the Judiciary Act of September, 
1789, and the Acts amendatory thereto upon which the national 
judiciary system now rests. As at present constituted, the 
Supreme Court consists of a chief justice and eight associate 
justices. It is required to hold annual, sessions in the city of 
Washington, 1 *—sessions which begin on the second Monday of 
each October, — any six of the justices constituting a quorum. 
Nextibelow the Suprem& Couit are two sets of Circuit courts, called 
respectively Circuit Courts and Circuit Courts of Appeals. The 
Circuit courts are, jn theory, courts held in different parts of the 
country by the justices of the Supreme Court fitting 'separately; 
but^in reality the business of the* Supreme, Corn u is so great in 
amount and so engrossing in cha,.. 3ter that the justices can by 
no means regularly attend the sessions of the Circuit courts. The 
area of the United Spates (exclusive of the territories) is divided, 
into nine circuits, one justice of the Supreme Court is assigned, by 
the*appointment of the court .itself, to each of these circuits, and 
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in addition special circuit judges are appointed who act quite 
independently of the justices, often holding court separately, ift 
another part of the oircuit, at the same time that the justices are 
themselves holding Yourt in the same circuits. There are at 
present (1897) thirteen ordinary circuit judges, the first, third, 
fourth, fifth, ajul sixth circuits having one each, and the second, 
seventh, eighth, and ninth two each. The. nine gircuits are 
divided into sixty-eight' districts, which, like .Congressional dis¬ 
tricts, never cross’state liqes; aujl fin- each of "these districts 
there has been established a district court. Some qf the less 
populous states constitute each a single district; others are 
divided into tfio, while still others furnish sufficient business to 
warrant their being divided into three. The District courts are 
the lowest courts of the federal series, and have their own sepa¬ 
rate judges. The Circuit courts Sit in the several districts of each 
circuit successively, and the law requires that each justice of the 
Supreme Court shall sit in each district of his circuit at least once 
every, two years. 

1311. A Court of Appeals was ,established by statute in 
1891 for each of the nine circuits, in order to relieve the 
Supreme Court, in some degree, of the enormous pressure of 
business that had at last hopelessly congested its docket. , In 
each circuit a justice of the Supreme Court t .and two circuit 
judges, or one circuit judge and one district judge, constitute 
the court of appeals for the circuit, and nine additional circuit 
judgeships were created bj the act for this service, one for 
each circuit. The Circuit Court of Appeals is tjie only court 
in which the decisions of the Circuit and district courts can be 
reviewed in civil cases involving less than $1000; in cases in 
which the jurisdiction of tilt federal courts is based' upon the 1 
character or residence of the parties; in patent cases, criminal 
cases less than capital, reVenue cases, admiralty cases. In all 
such cases, however, the Supreme Court can assume jurisdiction 
if it will,, by certirrrari or otherwise; and the Circuit Courts of 
Appeals may themselves certify to that court such questions of 
law as they may deem it best it should ( pass upon. Appeals 
lie from the Circuit Cdurts of Appeals to tj>e Supreme Court as 
of right in respect of questions of jurisdiction, in respect of all 

, . V 
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constitution a: •quost^Tis or questions affecting treaties, in all 
pfize cases, aim n all c ises of conviction for capital “ or other- 
w ; se infamous” .-rimes. 

1312. The Court of Ufiaims was establisheif in 1 855, to relieve Con¬ 
gress of the necessity*of determining the validity o* claims against the 
United States, for the settlement or adjudication of which no pmvision 
had been iflade. It consists of a chief justii,- * ul f ,ur associates, and 
sits always in/Walhington.^ Pension claiir , way claims, ami claims 

■ already rejected were excluded fwun its Jjr.sdictiou, but all other claims 
against ths United States, which are of cu.h a <%unt that they could not 
be settled by an ordinary suit at law, in e-n’lty, or in admiralty (if the 
United States were suable like an individual) are refem >1» to it. In some 
instances it is authorized to enter judgment; in otlinrs it can only lind the 
facts; but in either case the claimant must ^ait f >r an appropriation by 
Congress for the satisfaction of his claim. 

1313. The Court of Private Land claims was established in 1891, 
to relieve Congress of the decision of various claims to lands lying within 
the territory derived by the United States from Mexico in cases where the 
claims were made by virtue of such Mexican or Spanish grants, conces¬ 
sions, warrants, or surveys as the United States is bound to recognize 
and confirm by reason of the^terms of the treaties of cession by M xico 
to the United States, —excluding, of course, such claims as have already 
been confirmed or finally disallowed by act of Congress or otherwise. 
Ttye states within wlii ’h such lands may lie are New Mexico, Arizona, 
Utgh, Nevada, Colorado, and Wyoming. The court consists, like the 
Court of Claims, of one chief justice and ...nr associates. 

1314. The Division of Jurisdiction between the Circuit and District 
courts' is effected by act of Congress; antj, inasmuch as Congress lias not 
seen fit to vest in the courts complete jurisdiction over all cases arising 
upder the Constitution.) '-vs, and treaties oi the United States, but has 
given to eaci court power in certain specified cases, and left the rest in 
abeyance, it would' be inrpossib’t to give, in brief compass i detailed 
account of. the jurisdiction of the severs’ courts. It must suffice for pres¬ 
ent purposes to say, that the District courts are given cognizance of all 
ordinary civil cases falling within the federal jurisdiction (though if the 
sum involved exceed 82000 the suit may be 1 -ought in*the Circuit Court) , 
of all common law suits brought to; ttie United States, ail torts under 
international law or the treaties ot the United States, suits against con¬ 
suls or vice consuls, land condemnations, and all eaies brought unler the 
civil rights laws; an4 that they have exclusive original jurisdiction in 
postal law cages, prize 'cases, admiralty :.ud maritime eases, and suits 
against the United Stakes for money claims not exceeding $1000. *Tlie 
Cirtuit courts, on their part, are given jurisdiction in civil cases where the 
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sum involved exceeds $2000, in cases concerning patents, copyrights, oi 
the revenue, in cases brought by the United States against natiorial 
banks, in cases where the rights of citizens are asserted against state 
jaws, and in certain'enumerated cases of claims in law or equity against 
the United States. Nl pecuniary limit to appeals from District or Circuit 
courts to a Circuit Court of Appeals is mentioned in the act of 1801. 
In the trial of crimes punishable by federal laftr the jurisdiction of the 
District and Circuit courts is concurrent except <in capital cases, over 
which the Circuit courts'nave exclusive jurisdiction' 

' „ 

1315. All Judges of the United States are appointed by the 
President, with and by the consent and advice of She Senate, 
to serve during 'good behavior. There are in all sixty-eight 
federal judicial districts, and for each of these, as a rule, a 
special district judge ‘is appointed, though in large, thinly 
populated sections of the country it has been customary to have 
one judge hold court in several districts. Thus at present 
(1897) there are but sixty-five district judges. 

J316. Federal judges of the inferior courts are, so to say, interchange¬ 
able. When necessary, a district judge,can go into another district than 
his own and either aid or replace the district judge there. A district judge 
may also, when it is necessary for the despatch of business, sit as circuit 
judge; and a circuit judge may, in his turn, upon occasion hold District 
court. This seems the less anomalous when it is remembered that the 
earliest arrangement was, for the district judges t«- hold Circuit '’court 
always in the absence of the justices of the Supreme Court from circuit, or 
in conjunction with them, and that special circuit judges were appointed 
only because of the necessity for more judges consequent upon a rapid 
increase of federal judicial business. 

$ * 

1317. The District Attorney and the Marshal. — Almost every 
district has its own federal district attorney and its own United 
States m/irshal, both- of whom are appointed by the’ President. 
It is the duty of the federal district attorpey to prosecute all 
offenders Ugainst the criminal laws of the United States, to 
conduct all civil cases instituted in his district in behalf of 

1 ' t . 

the United States, and to appear for the defence in all cases 
instituted against the United States; to appear, *in defence of 
revenue officers of the United States whpre they are sued for 
illegal action, etc. T^ie marshal is the uiiuistef-ial officer of 
the federal Circuit and District qourts. He, executes all their 
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orders and processes, arrests and keeps all prisoners charged 
with criminal 'iola'tor of federal law, etc., and has within 
each state the same powers, within the scop* of United States 
la w, that the sherif ol that state has under the laws of the 
state. He is the federal sheriff. 

1318. The orders knd processes of a state cc rf are binding and opera¬ 
tive only withirj» tht* state to which the couri belongs ; the orders and 
processes <5f United States Souths, on ^10 contra i;, are binding and 
operative oyer the entire Union. 

1319. The Courts of the District of Columbia and of the territo¬ 
ries are courts of the United States, hut they lire not ? L -dr "ii courts ; they 
bear, so far as their»jurisdiction is concerned, the character of state and 
federal courts united. The only laws of the i\*rritoi ies and of the District 
of Columbia are laws of the United States, .n .sinuch as the legislatures of 
the territories act under statutory giUntli. m Congress. 1 The territorial 
legislatures are, so to say, commissioned by Congress ; and the laws which 
they pass are administered by judges appointed by the President. 

1320. The territorial courts and the courts of the District of Colun bia 
do not come within the view of the Constitution at all. With reference to 
them Congress acts under no •{imitations of power whatever. The ulc 
of tenure during good behavior, for example, which applies to all judges 
of the United States appointed under the Constitution, does not. apply to 
judges of the •territories or of the, District of Columbia. The term of 
office of territorial judges is fixed at four vears. The federal courts sit¬ 
ting in the states, find the United States c arts established in the territo¬ 
ries, ought not to be thought of as parts of the same system, although 
the Supreme Court is the highest tribunal of appeal for both. 

1321. The pn>cedure„of a federal court follows, as a rule, the 
procedure of the courts of the slate in winch it. is sitting; and 
state law is applied by the’courts of the United States in all mat¬ 
ters not touched by federal enactment. Julies are eons' ituted, 
testimony taken, argument beard, etc., for tlie most part, accord¬ 
ing to the practice of the state wants; B < that, so far as’possible, 
both as regards, the outward foiun. observed paid the principles 
applied, a federal court is domestic, . at foreign, to the srtate in 
which it acts. 

1 Cdhgress early enadtedThat the people of the Diftriet of Columbia should 
continue to live under the laws which had previously had force in the District 
before its cession to the federal government. 
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1322. It is not within the privilege of Congress to delegate to the 
courts of the states the functions of courts of the United States; for the 
Constitution distinctly provides that, besides the Supreme Court, there 
'shall be no court authorized to exercise the judicial powers of the United 
States except such as Congress “ may, from’ time to time, ordain and 
establish." The adoption of state courts by Congress is excluded by plain 
implication. " A very interesting contrast is thus established between the 
federal judicial system ,of the United States and the federal judicial sys¬ 
tems of Germany,and Switzerland (secs. 666, 703,'‘704,*. 

1323. The Federal Executive. — “ Thd executive ]>ower,” says 
the Constitution, “ shall be vested in a President of tjie United 
States of America,” whd “ shall hold his office during a term of 
four years.” Of course it' is impossible for 6ne man actually to 
exercise the whole executive power. The President is assisted 
by numerous heads of departments to whom falls so large a part 
of the actual duties of administration that it has become substan¬ 
tially correct to describe the President as simply presiding over 
and ( controlling by a general oversight the execution of the laws; 
which is doubtless all that the sagacious framers of the Constitu¬ 
tion expected. The Vice-President has no part in the executive 
function. He is the President’s substitute, and is chosen at the 
same time and in the same manner that the President is chosen. 

1324. Election of a President. — The choice is not direct by 
the people, but indirect, through electors chosen by the people. 
In each state there are elected as many electors as the state has 
representatives and senators in Congress, the “electoral yote” 
of each state being thus equal to its total representation in Con¬ 
gress. 

1326. The electors are. voted for on tlfc Tuesday following'the first 
Monday of November in the yiar which immediately precedes the expira* 
tion oi a presidential term. They assemble in the several state capitals to 
cast thejr votes on the second Monday of the January following. Their 
votes are counted in the houses of Congress sitting in joint session on 
the second Wednesday of thfe following February. ,The President is 
inaugurated on the fourth of March. 

1326. Practical Operation of the Plan: the Pari/ Conventions. — 

The original theory of this arraugemeiA was t\at each ejector 
was really to exercise an independent choice in the votes which 
he cast, voting for the meq whom his own judgment had selected 
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for the posts of President and Vice-President. In fact, however, 
the electors only register party decisions made during the pre¬ 
vious summer in national conventions. Each *party holds during 
tl at summer a great convention composed o$ party delegates from 
all parts of the Union, and nominates the candidates of its choice 
for the presidency ana vice-presidency. The electors, again, are, 
in their tur*, chosdii according to the nc '.uiati< ns of party con¬ 
ventions in the»se\%ral states; and the party, which gains the 
most electors in the No'vember«electictih puts i ,s candidates into 
office through their votes, which are east in bedience to the will 
of the party conventions as a matter 01 courses The party con¬ 
ventions, of wliichathe constitution knows nothing, are in fact by 
far the most important part of the maclnftery of election. 

1327. Qualifications for the Office of President. — “ No person, 
except a natural-born citizen, or a citizen of the United States at 
the time of the adoption of this constitution shall be eligible to 
the office of president; neither shall any person be eligible to 
that office who shall not have attained to the age of thirty-five 
years, and been fourteen ^ears a resident within the U- ired 
States.” 1 In respect of age there is here only a slight advance 
upon the qualifications required of a senator; in respect of 
citizenship it ’is very much more rigorous than in the case of 
members of Confess. 

1328. It is provided by the Constitution that the compensation re- 
ceived*by judges of the United States shal> m ■* bo diminished during their 
terms of office; concerning the President, whose tenure of office is much 
briefer, it is provided tlfat his compensation shall neither be diminished 
nor increased during his term. 

1329. Duties and Powers of the President. —It is the duty 
of the President to see that the laws of the-United States are 
faithfully executed; lie is made o 0 mmfftider-in-cjiief ofrihe army 
and navy of the United States, and. o, the militia of the several 
stated when cafled into the actual c rvice of *tlie United, States; 
he is to reguljjlg the foreign relations of the country, receiving 
all foreign ministers and being authorized to make treaties with 
the afesent of two-tBirc^ of the Senate; he to appoint and com- 

1 Constitution, Art. II., sec. i., par. 5. 
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mission all officers of the federal government; and he may grtwit 
reprieves and pardons. The Constitution makes all his appoint¬ 
ments subject to confirmation by the Senate; but it also gives 
Congress the power t to remove from thej superintending view of 
the Senate the filling of all inferior official positions, by vesting 
the appointment of such subordinate officers as it thinks proper 
in the President alone, in the courts of law,"or in the heads of 
departments. As,.a matter of fact, legislation has relieved the 
Senate of the supervision of the vast majority or executive 
appointments. The confirmation of the Senate is‘still neces¬ 
sary to the appointment of ambassadors, other public‘ministers, 
and consuls, of judges of the courts of the United States, 
of the chief military, l.aval, and departmental officials, of the 
principal post-office and customs officers, — of all the more 
important servants of the general government: but these con¬ 
stitute only a minority of all the persons receiving executive 
appointment. The majority are appointed without legislative 
oversight. 

1330. The unfortunate, the demoralizing influences which have been 
allowed to determine executive appointments since President Jackson’s 
time have affected appointments made subject to the Senate’s confirma¬ 
tion hardly less than those made without its cooperation j senatorial 
scrutiny has not proved effectual for securing the \h oper constitution of 
the public service. Indued, the “ courtesy of the Senate,” —the so-called 
“courtesy” by which senators allow appointments in the sevexal states 
to be regulated by the prelference of the senators of the predominant 
party from the states concerned, has frequently threatened to add to the 
improper motives of the Executive the equally improper, motives of the 
Senate. 

1331. < Reform of Methods of Appointment to Federal Offices. —‘ 

The attempts which have been made in recent years to reform 
by law the system of appointments have not been directed 
towards the higher, offices fifieri with the consent.of the gienate, 
but only towards, those inferior offices which are filled by the 
single authority of the President or of the heads*'/; the executive 
departments; have torched in their results, indeed, only, the less 
important even among those offices. The Slot which became law 
in June, 1883, and which is known as the “ Fendleton Act,”' may 
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be said to cnw;r only ‘employees’: it does not affect any person 
really in author hj, i’.cmgli'it does affect a large body of federal 
servants. It pr ' ides, .a brief, for the appointment by the Presi- 
d nt, by and with the advice and consent of^the Senate, of a Ctbil 
Service Commission consisting of three persons, not more than 
two of whom shall Re adherents of the sawn political party, • 
under whos% reeomaiendation as represent fives ,i the President, 
selections shall jbe ffiade. for the lower grades >f the federal ser¬ 
vice upon ftie basis of competitive e«auunati«' . It forbids the 
solicitation® of money from emploj c s o! tuc government for 
political ifses, and all active party sc: vi, - on th<< ^art of members 
of the civil administration. It endeayors, in shor,*to “lake the 
jcivil service out of politics.” 

1332. Tlie carrying out of those pc-tn ..s ol tne Act which relate to the 
method of choosing public officers is. however, almost entirely subject to 
the pleasure of the President. The Constitution vests in him the power 
of appointment, subject to no limitation except the possible advier and 
consent of the Senate. Any Act which assumes to prescribe the manner 
in which the President shall *nmk<> his choice of public servants .mst, 
therefore, be merely advisory. The President may accept its directions 
or not as be pleases. Tiie only force that can hold him to the observance 
of jts principle is the force of public opinion. 

J333. The Presidential Succession. — In case of the removal, death, 
resignation, or disability ot both the P. .-sklent and Vice-President, the 
office of President is to he filled ml interim by the Secretary of State, or, if lie 
cannot act, by the Secretaij of the Treasury, or, in ease he cannot act, by 
the Secretary of War ; and so on, in succession, by the Attorney-General, 
the Postmaste -General^tno Secretary o f the Navy, or Ihc Secretary of tin- 
interior. None of the-e officers can act, however, unless hr* have the 
qualifications as to age, citteenshi, and resjjiencc required by the Consti¬ 
tution of occupants of the presidential . hair Until this arrangement was 
made, by aot of Congress in 1880, the ‘succession’ passed ti*"t to the 
president pro tempore»oi the Senate, and, Jailing him. to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives. This was found inconvenient 1 iec.au- 
there are intervals now and again w'.-,ei« mere is neithe, a president pro 
terfpore of the Senate nor a Speak -r o f 'he Fouse. These officers, more¬ 
over, are by no means always of the same political phrty as the President 
and Vice-President. Some doubt was felt, too, as to whether they were 
‘ ogiceis ’ within tl|£ meaning of the Con.- titutign, in the clause in which 
Congress is authorized to designate the ‘ officers ’ upon whom in such cases 
th^ presidential offioe was to devqjve. 



546 THE GOVERNMENT OP THE UNttEty STATES. 

1334. Relations of the Exeoutive to Congress. —«The only pro¬ 
visions contained in the Constitution concerning the relation of 
the President to Congress are these: that “ he shall, from time 
to* time, give to the,, congress information of the state of the 
union, and recommend to their consideration such measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient”; arfd that “he may, on 
extraordinary occasions, convene both houses,’or either of them,” 
in extra session, “and, in case of disagreement,between them, 
with respect to the time of adjournment, he may adjourn them 
to such time as he shall think proper,” (Art. II., set. iii). His 
power to inform Congress concerning the state of the linion and 
to recommend to it the passage of measures 15 exercised only in 
the sending of annual and special written ‘ messages.’ 

1335. Washington and John Adi.ns interpreted this clause to mean that 
they might address Congress in person, as the sovereign in England may 
do : and their annual communications to Congress were spoken addresses. 
But Jefferson, the third President, being an ineffective speaker, this habit 
wds discontinued and the fashion of written messages was inaugurated 
and firmly established. (Compare sec. 831.) Possibly, had the President 
not so closed the matter against new adjustments, this clause of the Con¬ 
stitution might legitimately have been made the foundation for a much 
more habitual and informal, and yet at the same time much more public 
and responsible, interchange of opinion between the Executive and Con¬ 
gress. Having been interpreted, however, to excludd the President from 
any but the most formal and ineffectual utterance of advice, our federal 
executive and legislature have been shut off from cooperation and mutual 
confidence to an extent to 4rhich no other modern system furnishes a 
parallel. In all other modern governments the heads of (he administrative 
departments are given the right to sit in the legislative body and to take 
part in its proceedings. The legislature aud ( executive 'are thus associated 
in such a way that the ministers of state can lead the houses ‘ without 
dictating to them, and the ministers themselves be controlled without 
being misunderstood, — in such a way that the two parts of the govern¬ 
ment which should he mdst closely coordinated, the part, namely, by 
which the laws are made and the part by which the laws are executed, 
may be kept in close harmony anil intimate cooperation, with the'result 
of givifig coherence to the action of the one and energy to the action of 
the other. 

1S36. The Executive Departments. — The Constitution does 
not explicitly provide for the creation of executive departments, 
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but it takes it for granted that such departments will be created. 
Thus it says (Art. 1L, sec. ii, par. 1,2) that the President “ may re¬ 
quire the opinio., in writing, of the principal officer in each of the 
e.vecutive departments, upon any subject relating to the duties of 
their respective offices,'and that Congress i?ay vest the appoint¬ 
ment of such inferior efficers as it may see fit “ in # the heads of 
departments^” Thq executive departments eonsciraently owe their 
creation and or^tni.w.tion to statute only. 

1337. The first Congress ejected thre^ such de|U.rtments, namely, 
the departments of State* of the Treasury, a,-d of War; providing, 
besides, f#r the creation and exercise ->f the office of Attorney- 
General, but not erectin'! a Department of Justus . » In 1798 the 
management of the navy, which had at fijst been included in the 
duties of the War Department, was in Dusted io a special Depart¬ 
ment of the Navy; in 1829 the pflst-i ' ice, which had been a sub¬ 
division of the Treasury, was created an independent Department; 
and in 1849 a Department of the Interior was organized to receive 
a miscellany of functions not easy to classify, except in the feat¬ 
ure of not belonging properly within any department previously 
created. In 1870 the Attorney-General was put at the head of a 
regularly constituted Department of Justice; and in 1889 the 
Department oS Agriculture, which had existed as a subordinate 
executive bureau ^since 1862, was given full standing under a 
Secretary of ‘ cabinet ’ rank. 

A character like that of the Department of the Interior, it is interesting 
to remark, may be attributed to some corfesponding department, bearing 
either this nawe or a nv.ne of like significance, in almost every other 
modern government, fhere is everywhere some department of state to 
receive functions'not oihenyise specially disnosed of. 

• 1338. Wtf have, thus, at present, eignt executive departments, 
viz.: (1) A Department of State, which is what would be called in 
most other governments our “ foreign office,” having charge of all 
the relations of the United States w'tn foreign com.tries. 

1339. (2) A 'Department of the Treasury, winch is the ijnaneial 
agency of the ^pjernment, and whose functions cover the collec¬ 
tion of the public revenues accruing through the customs duties 
and *the 'internal I'ev^nue taxes, then safe keeping and their 
disbursement in accordance with the appropriations from time to 
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time made by Congress ; the auditing of the accounts of all de* 
partments; the supervision and regulation of the national barfks 
and of the currency of the United Stales; the coinage of money; 
alid the collection of: certain industrial and other statistics. This 
Department, therefore, contains within if the treasury and comp- 
trolling functions which in the states are separated. 

1340. To this Department is attached also the "Bureau 9f Printing and 
Engraving, by wlpch all the printing of the papfer currency, bonds, and 
revenue stamps of the government js dfme.^ The Treasury Department 
has also charge of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, of marine hospitals, the 
maintenance of lighthouses, and of the Life Saving Service. t 

P f 

1341. (3) *A Department of War, which hasyeharge of the mili¬ 
tary forces and defences of the Union. It has charge of the 
%!ilitary Academy at West Point, and supervision of the various 
military schools to which Congress gives aid. 

1342. (4) A Department of the Navy, which has charge of the 

naval forces of the general government; and which has charge of 
theiNaval Academy at Annapolis and the Naval War College at 
Newport. « 

1343. (5) A Department of Justice, from which emanates all the 
legal advice of which the federal authorities stand in need at any 
time, and to which is intrusted the supervision of Hie conduct of 
all litigation in which the United States may be concerned. To 
it are subordinate all the marshals and district attorneys of the 
United States,— all ministerial, non-judicial law officers, that is, 
in the service of the government. It may be compendiously de¬ 
scribed as the lawyer force of the government. It Is presided over 
by an Attorney-General, all the other departments, eicept the Post- 
Office, being under ‘ Secretaries.’ 

1344., (6) A Posh-office Department, under a Posf.master-uen- 
eral, which is charged with the carrying ajid delivery of letters 
and parcels, with the transmission of mopey by means of certain 
‘money orders’ issued by the.Department, or uijder cover of a 
careful .system of registration, and with making the proper postal 
arrangements with foreign countries. 

1345. These arrangements with foreign cotf.itriep ma^ be made without 
the full formalities of treaty, the consent of the President alone being 
necessary for the ratification of international agreements made lay the 
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Postmaster-le.neral for the facilitation of the functions of the Depart¬ 
ment. The Un .nl S "tos is^a member of the Universal Postal Union, to 
which most m i e eiv : li;-ed countries of the worl^l belong. The central 
office of this Unii n is under the management of Che Swiss administration. 
Its administrate c pei^es are defrayed by cyttribution of the various 
governments belonging to the Union. 

1346. (7) A Department of the Interior, which ' ia#charge (i.) Of 
the taking i»f the Census, as from time t<; time ordered by Con¬ 
gress in accordance*with tl^e provision of 1 .ie C; nstitution (Art. I., 
sec. i., par. 3) which makes it the dutt <>f Congress to have a cen¬ 
sus takeu fivery ten years as a basis tor the ^distribution of rep¬ 
resentation in the House of Representatives Truong the several 
states; (ii.) Of tin* management of the* public hinds (Genera! Laud 
Office) ■ (iii.) Of the government's deal Pigs vith the Indians,^ 
function which is exercised through . special Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs in Washington and various agencies established in 
. different parts of the Indian country. 

1317. It is through this Indian bureau, for example, that all laws con¬ 
cerning the settlement, assistance, or supervision of the tribes are admin¬ 
istered, as well as all laws eoffcermng the payment of claims made ipon 
the federal government for compensation for depredations committed 
by the Indians, and lavs touching the distribution and tenure of land 
among the Indians. 

1348. (iv.) Of«the paying of pensions and the distribution of 
bounty lands, a function which it exercises through a special 
Commissioner of Pension*, (v.) Of the issuing and recording of 
patents and the presen ation of the models of all machines 
patented. Fo» the pejf< rnmnee of these duties there is a Patent 
Office, (vi.) Of .the k< ping am! distribution of all public docu¬ 
ments l/Sa/teriiiteudent of Pa bin Documents), (vii.) Of tnc audit¬ 
ing of the Accounts of certain railway companies, to wjiich the 
United States government, has granted loans or subsidies, and 
the enforcing ot the laws passed by (de gress with reference to 
such roads (Office of the Corn m ..•U'ner of # Rail) oads) ; (viii.) 
Of tfie collection of statistical and ...her information coscerning 
education, ancivjjjie diffusion of the information so collected for 
the purpose of aiding [he advance and systematization of educa¬ 
tion 'thi-dughoHit tl*e country (The Office of Education) ; (ix.^f Of 
the superintendence,of the government hospital for the insane and 
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the Columbia Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb; (*,) Of the Geo¬ 
logical Survey; (xi.) Of the Freedmen’a Hospital and the Howard 
University. 

1349. Many of the^e subdivisions of the Interior, though in strictness 
subject to the oversight and control of the Secretary of the Interior, have 
in reality a vjsry considerable play of independent movement. 

1350. (8) A Department of Agriculture, which is charged with 
furthering in every possible way, by the colleetio^ of information 
not only, but also by the prosecution o^ scientific investigation 
with reference to the diseases of plants, etc., the agricultural 
interests of the country,, and under which there are maintained a 
special Forestry Division, apd the national Weather Bureau. 

. 1351. Set apart to tl-emselves, and therefore without repre¬ 
sentation in the Cabinet, there are (1) The Department of iMbor, 
which is charged with the collection and publication of statistical 
and other information touching the condition and interests of 
laborers,— information, for instance, bearing upon the relations 
of labor and capital, hours of labor, the housing of laborers, rates 
of wages and methods of payment^ the food and expenses of 
laborers, etc. (2) The Interstate Commerce Commission, a semi¬ 
judicial body by which the federal statutes forbidding unjust 
discrimination in railway rates in* interstate freight or passenger 
traffic, prohibiting certain sorts of combinations in railroad'man¬ 
agement, etc., are interpreted and enforced. (3) The Civil Ser¬ 
vice Commission by which the Act mentioned in sec. ,1331 is 
administered. (4) Th,e Commission of Fish and Fisheries, whose 
duty it is to make the necessary investigations * and prosecute 
the necessary measures for the preservation, improvement, and 
increase of the stock of fish in our riVers and lakes and»on our 
coasts. ,(5) The Government Printing Office, which prints all 
public documents. (6) The Smithsonian Institution, the National 
Museum,‘and the Bureau of Ethnology., 
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SUMMARY: EONSTITUTIONAL ‘AND ADMINIS- 
TRATiyE’ DEVELOPMENT!'?. 


• 1352. Continuity of Development — from the dim morning 
hours of history until now, the law 01 coherence and continuity 
in political development has suffered no serious breach. Human 
choice has in all stages of the great world-processes of politics 
had its part in the shaping of institutions; but it has never been 
within its power to proceed by leaps and bounds: it has been 
confined to adaptation, altogether shut out from raw inven ion. 
Institutions, like morals, like all other forms of life and conduct, 
have had to wait upon the slow, the almost imperceptible forma¬ 
tions of habit. The most absolute raonarchs have had to leam 
the nloods, obser\% the traditions, am- respect the prejudices of 
their subjects; the most ardent reformers have had to learn that 
too far to outrun the more sluggish passes was to render them¬ 
selves powerless. Revolution has always, been followed by re¬ 
action, by a return to wen less than the normal speed of political 
movement. Political growth refuses to be forced; and institu¬ 
tions hfive grown with the slow growth of social relationships; 
have changed in response, not to new theories, but to new circum¬ 
stances. , 

1353. The Order discoverable :n Institutional Development is 
not, indeed, the order of perfect* uniformity: institutions, like 
the races which have developed them, have varied infinitely ac¬ 
cording to thei’environment. Climate, war, geographical situation, 
have^haped them : # the infinite play of hunuyi thought, the infinite 
many-sidedness of huiftan character have been reflected in them. 
But the great stages of development have remained throughout 

666 
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clear and almost free from considerable irregularities. Tested 
by history’s long measurements, the fines of advance are seen to 
be singularly straight. 

1354. Course of Development in the Ancient World. —If the 

bond of kinship was at first clear and unmistakable, it must ere 
long have become much less defined in toe broadened Family. 
When the Family became merged in the stili wideriCommunity, 
solidarity remained and a strong sense of kinship, but the reality 
of kinship had no doubt largely departed, and law had begun to 
take on a public character, to bear the sanction of all'rather than 
the sanction of it single supreme person. Kinship was typified 
still in the hereditary character of the kingt'liip; but the king 
was now the representative of the community rather than its 
master. The Community developed into the city-state: and 
further than this the ancient peoples did not go. In Rome and 
in the great city-states of Greece the conception of citizenship 
supplanted the idea of kinship. The state became virtually 
per^bnified in the thought of the time. It was the centre of 
civic affection and the object of 411 civic virtue. The public 
officer ruled not in his own name but in the name of the State. 
Around Rome at last there grew up a vast Empire; but it was 
Rome's Empire, — the world had’ fallen into the hands of a' city, 
and the only citizenship that Caracalla could bestow wds the 
citizenship of Rome. This city-statehood was the last word of 
the ancient world in politics. 

1355. The Feudal System and the Modern Monarch. —When 
the Germans emerge upon the European (field we' have the State 
in a new aspect. Nations are moving in arms, and the Host 
is the State. Commanders of Hosts are the kings t of Uhe new ( 
order of‘things. The Host settles on the lands of the old Roman 
dominions, and that military tenure is developed which we have 
learned to call the Feudal System. This Feudal System, when it 
has worked its peafect work, fin such countries ,as France and 
Germariy, brings forth still a third type of kinship: we presently 
have the king who owns his kingdom as supremartfeudal lord: the 
king who, having absqrbed fief after fief, at lasj possesses his ( king- 
dom by a perfected legal title; the king whose reaim is his estate. 
This is the king who becomes the cole source of law and of jdstice. 
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the king who, a our day, has granted out of his abundant grace 
rights and constitutions to his people. 

1356. England s Contribution. — Where the feudal System fails 
of its full fruitage, as in England, where freehold estates are ntot 
entirely blotted out, where tenure of the £ing as overlord is a 
theory but never a realty, and where local self-government obtains 
a lasting rootage in the national habit, polit’f-ul development takes 
another course. .There political liberty al f'ie* continually,in one 
form or another, with the pfeop^e, and,/ t is then- operative power 
which gives, to liberty expansion, and which finally creates the 
constitutional state, the limited monarch/, the fje- self-governing 
nation. Out of t.Uj fief grew the kingdom; out o’ *the freehold 
and local self-government grew the constitutional state; out of 
the constitutional state grew that giv i ’*st ol political develop¬ 
ments, the free, organic, sclfconsSmuh self-directing nation, with 
its great organs of popular representation and its constitutional 

“guarantees of liberty. 

1357. The Homans and the English. —In the general history of 

European development two Rations stand forth preeminent r >r 
their political capacity: the Roman nation, which welded the 
whole ancient world together under one great organic system of 
govejnmeut, and which iias givey to the modern world the ground¬ 
work.-of its systems of law; and the English nation, which gave 
birth to America, which has “dotted over the whole surface of 
the globe with her possessions and military posts/' and from 
which all the great nations of our tinie have borrowed much of 
their political ♦bought ai d more of their political practice. And 
what is most noteworthy is this, that these two nations closely 
resembjp each other, not only n. the mental peculiarities which 
'constitute the chief element of their ‘political strength, but also in 
the institutional foundations which they have successively laid 
for their political achievements. ' . > 

1358. Likenesses between the Two imperial Nations. — Both 
havedieen muefi stronger in creating ■ 'd working institutions than 
in explaining them: both of them have framed such a philosophy 
as they chose to entertain ‘ after the fact ’: neither has been too 
curiotis rfl examining the causes oi its success or in working *>ut 
logical sequences of practice. Above all, neither has suffered any 
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taint of artificial thoroughness to attach itself <to its political 
methods. Slowly, and without much <301106111 for theories of gbv- 
ernment, each haa. made compromise its method, adaptation its 
standing procedure. Illogical, unimaginative their mode of pro¬ 
cedure must be said 1 to have beeif throughout, a mode for slow, 
practical mep, without speed or boldness. ^Revolution has never 
fallen within their calculations; even change they Jiave seldom 
consciously undertake^. If old institutions most perish, they 
must perish withih the Kqman oj- Ehglish system by decay, by 
disuse, not by deliberate destruction: if new institutions must be 
constructed, they, must be grafted on the old in such wise that 
they may at*!east seem to be parts of the sajne stock, and may 
partake as largely as mjy \>e of that one vitalizing sap, old cus r 
tom. As the Roman Senate, from being the chief motive power 
of the state, came at last to exelcise only such prerogatives as the 
people and the people’s officers suffered it to retain, so the Eng¬ 
lish House of Lords, from being the single coadjutor of the king 
in legislation, has been reduced to a subordinate part which it 
plays only upon a sort of sufferance and all without any sudden 
or premeditated step of revolution. As the consular power in 
Rome was slowly paied down to be dealt out in parts to plebeian 
officials, so has the royal power,in England been 1 piece by ( piece 
transferred to the hands of ministers, the people’s representatives. 
The whole political method of the two peoples is the same: the 
method of change so gradual, so tempered with comproipise and 
discretion, so retarded anlt moderated by persistent habit that 
only under the most 'extraordinary pressure is it- ever hastened 
into actual revolution. _ • 

1359. Popular Initiative in Rome und England. —Dpubtless 
much of this likeness of teK.perament and method 'Is due to thd 
fact that both in Rome and in England it has been the nation, and 
not merely a small governing class, which lias been behind politi¬ 
cal change. The motive power was popular initiative: the process 
of chaxjge was the" labored process of legislation, the piecAmeal 
construction which is to be compounded ouj^ gjf the general 
thought. Measures have had in both cases to be prepared for the 
general acceptance; ind popular action, vdieievef it is 1 the'wont 
for the people to act, is always conservative action. A king’o law- 
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making is'apt to be rapid, thorough, consistent; but a nation’s 
law-making, devj.ed . nd struggled for piece by piece, cannot be. 
The plebeians in Home lighting inch by inch towards the privi¬ 
leges which they :o- cted, the people in England making their 
way by long-protracted efforts towards the control they desired 
to exercise, have had*to advance with painful .-'ovtness, and to 
be content with one piece at a time of po-.er they strove 
for. • * e 

13G0. Rome’s Change ?f SysDem under the Empire. — With the 
full establishment of imperial forms of goveir .lent Rome lost the 
conservative habit of her republican p . iod. •Tim methods of 
the first emperor, fculeed, were slow and cautious in the highest 
degree: Augustus avoided all show or inline <«f imperial power. 
Carefully regardful of republican^sent, i.-nt and spirit, which he 
knew to be not yet extinct, he simply accumulated to himself one 
by one every republican office, professing tlie while merely to 
exercise for somewhat extended periods, — periods which steadily 
lengthened from terms of years to tenure for life, — but by'free 
gift of the Senate and people, the old offices of self-governm nt. 
Rut later emperors were by no means so careful or so considerate 
of popular prejudices- their power was open, bold, oftentimes 
even‘wanton. And with these changes in the nature of the 
government cam? radical changes in political method: there 
came the wilful <. rontion of new offices known to no Roman 
custom,the constant, breach of old practices hallowed by imme¬ 
morial Roman habit,—tbe whole familial- process, in brief, of 
arbitrary power. \Ylu*‘ Koine gaineu thus in discipline, in mili¬ 
tary efficiency* she lost m polit. cal capacity. For that capacity 
t so chaificteristic of the ilomans and fbe English, the capacity 
namely' for political organisation, is beyond Question inseparably 
connected with popular initiative, witji national self-direction, 
with self-government. 1 . 

13Q1. Fundamental Contrast between English and Roman 
Political Method. — The most striding contrast between the 
English and Joe »Romans consists in a vital, and far-reaching 

1 The Cadent ought to^test in detail this likdhess between Kome ^nd 
England. I can here only indicate in the most rapid way the line of 
study. 
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difference in political organization. What .1 have said touching 
the national action of the two peoples, the slow, conservative 
concert of the people as a whole in the origination and effectua¬ 
tion of policy must be understood jn different senses in the two 
cases. It was true of the Romans only during the period of 
the Republid and while the Roman people could take a direct 
part in affairs. The /Teuton brought into force, particularly in 
England, the principle of representation, that 'organization by 
representative assemblies Ivliich bnabled the people to act over 
wide areas through trusted men elected to speak a,nd act in 
their stead,, and which thus enabled the organization of the 
nation to extend without loss of vitality. Of' such methods the 
Roman knew nothing. ‘Only the people of the city of Rome had 
any part in Roman legislation,,for the Roman had conceived of 
no way of acting by a delegation of the law-making power on 
the part of the people. The equal and concerted action of' 
widely diffused populations through the instrumentality of 
representation was utterly unknown to the ancient world. The 
county court with its reeve and four selected men from each 
township, the parliament with its knights from the shire and 
its burgesses from the towns, instrumentalities so familiar every¬ 
where now that the world has gone to school to the English in 
politics, were for a long time peculiar to England in their best 
features. They were the peculiar fruit of Teutonic political 
organization where that organization had grown most apftrt from 
the Roman influence/ in England, not on the Continent, pene¬ 
trated as the continental lands were everywhere by the Roman 
example. Rome had had no similar ipeans of‘holding her vast 
populations together in actiye political cooperation, and living; 
union. 'Therefore, as her conquests spread, her system became 
more and more centralized and autocratic.* The English could 
hold populations together, however large they might be, by 
means of representative assenfblies; but the Roman, who .knew 
no metfiod of admitting scattered peoples to a part in the central 
government, who knew no popular assemblies^eSftept those in 
which all citizens should be actually present aiud vQie, gould 
hold an extended empire together only ‘by military force and 
the stem discipline of official subordination 
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1362. The Development of Legislatures. — Perhaps the most 
distinguishing feature of. modem as compared with ancient 
politics is .the difference between the sphere^the mode, and the 
instrumentalities of legislation now, and the character and 
methods of legislation among the classical nations. Repre¬ 
sentative law-making (bodies are among the common-place insti¬ 
tutions of the political world as we know it: but no such 
assembly was ever «dreamed of by any uilcicnt politician, Greek 
or barbarian. Every citizCSi either tqpk direct oart in legislation 
or took no.part in it at all. Aristotle believed, consequently, 
that no fifce state could exist with a wide terrjj-ory or a popula¬ 
tion so scattered a§ to be unable to attend the assemblies. But 
% what the Greeks and Romans did not Juiow at all the Teuton 
•seems to have known almost from first: representation is 
one of the most matter-of-cour** de ices of his native polity, 
aud from him the modern world has received it. 

13G3. Our early colonial history furnishes at least two very curious 
examples of a transition from primary to representative assemblies.* The 
earliest legislature of Maryland was a primary assembly composed of all 
the freemen of the colony; to the next assembly some were allowed to 
send proxies; and before representation was finally established there 
appeared the # singular anomaly of a body partly representative, partly 
primary, at least one freeman insisting upon attending in person (Doyle, 
h,*pi>. 287-290) The other example is to he found in the history of 
Rhode Island, whose citizens for some time insisted upon meeting at New¬ 
port iy primary assembly for the purpose of electing the persons who were 
to represent them in the colonial legislative, thus as it were jointly inau¬ 
gurating the session, to m-e Mr. Foster’s words, and then leaving the legis¬ 
lature “to ryn for itself for the remainder of the time ,r (W. E. Poster, 
Town Government in Jlhoile. Island , p. 20). 

* * • 

• 1364. The Powers of a Representative,,— But only very 

modern times have settled the theory of a representative’s 
power. The stroll* tendency tmong* all vigorously, political, 
all self-reliant self-governing people.-, has been t reduce their 
representatives to the position and functions* of mere delegates, 
bound to act..,not under the sole direction of their own judg¬ 
ments, but upon instruction from their constituents. The better 
thonghffof later tRnc%bas, however, doolaftid for a far different 
view* of the representative’s office, has claimed for the represent- 
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ative the privilege of following his own judgment upon publio 
questions, of acting, not as the mouthpiece but rather as the 
fully empowered substitute of his constituents. 

*1365. Scope of Modern Legislation. —The question is of the 
greater importance because of the fextraofdinary scope of legislar 
tion in the yiodern state, and of the extrtime complexity nowa¬ 
days attaching to all legislative questions. • Time ( was, in the 
infancy of national representative bodies, when* the representor 
tives of the people' were called upqn stingily to give or Refuse their 
assent to laws prepared by a king or by a privileged class in the 
state; but that t’me is t far passed. The modern representative 
has to judge of the gravest affairs of government, and Has to 
judge as an originator of,policies. It is his duty to adjust every, 
weighty plan, preside over every important reform, provide fof 
every passing need of the state. *' All the motive power of govern¬ 
ment rests with him. His task, therefore, is as complex as the 
task of governing, and the task of governing is as complex as is 
the {>lay of economic and social forces over which it has to 
preside. Law-making now moves with a freedom, now sweeps 
through a field unknown to any ancient legislator; it no longer 
provides for the simple needs of small city-states, but for the 
complex necessities of vast nations, numbering 'their tens of 
millions. Tf the representative be a mere delegate, local inter¬ 
ests must clash and contend in legislation to the destruction of 
all unity and consistency in policy; if, however, the representa¬ 
tive be not a mere delegate, but a fully empowered member of 
the central government, coherence, consistency, a/nd power may 
be given to all national movements of self-directi.on.' 

1366. The Making, Execution, and Interpretation of Law. — 
The question of the place, character, and functions of legislation' 
is in our days a very different question from any that faced the 
ancient pelitician. The Reparation of legislative, judicial, and 
executive functions is a quite .modern development in politics, 
and we,have questions to settle concerning the integration of 
these three functions which could not have arisen iff any ancient 
state. In the early days when the family^was the state^ in the 
latec days when the political organizationr, although it ‘had* lost 
the father’s omnipotent jurisdiction, still rested upon the idea of 
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kinship; and oven in still later times when forms of government 
inherited from these primitive conceptions still persisted, all the 
functions of government were vested in a single individual or in 
a single body of individuals, in a father-king or in an assembly 
of elders. Even in highly developed free states like Athens no 
adequate or complete* recognition of any essential ^difference in 
the character of the several duties of the judge, the executive 
officer, and the iawwaaker is discoverable. ' If was a very modern 
conception "that governmenftil fjinctio%s ought *Co be parcelled out 
according to a careful classification. The ancient assembly made 
laws, elected officers, passed judgment upon offqpders against the 
laws,"and yet was conscious of no incongruity. It was before the 
.day when any one could be shocked by sn$h a confusion of powers. 
• 1367. Modern politicians are, howevigreatly shocked by such 
confusions of function. They insist, a > of course, that every con¬ 
stitution shall separate the three 'departments’of government, 
and that these departments shall be in some real sense inde¬ 
pendent of each other; so that if one go wrong the others ,may 
check it by refusing to cooperate with it. In no enlightened 
modern system may the legislator force the judge, or the judge 
interfere with the privileges of the legislator, or judge or legis¬ 
lator wronglyeontrol the executi ve officer. 

13S8. Charter^ and Constitutions. — This division of powers 
between distinct branches of government has been greatly em¬ 
phasize^ and developed by the written constitutions so charac¬ 
teristic of modern political practice. * These constitutions have 
by no means all had the same history, and they differ as widely 
in character as in origin; but in every case they give sharp defi- 
nitenesg to the organs afld methods of government which illus- 
‘trate the irfbst salient points of nlodern political development. 
Our own constitutions, as we have seen (sec. 1062), originated in 
grants from the English crown, ior which were substituted, in 
the days following the war for Independence, grants by the 
people. Originally royal, they are now national charters: and 
they have been l«;pt close to the people, firmly based upon their 
direct and explicit sanction. The constitutions of Switzerland 
bear ’a like character., proceeding from the people, they rest in 
all p»ints upon the .people’s continuing free ehoice. 
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1369. In France, on the contrary, the people have as yet 
had no direct part in constitution-lnaking. French constitu¬ 
tions have in ail Vases been both made and adopted by con¬ 
stituent assemblies:,.at no stage are the people directly called 
upon for their opinion, — not even after the constitution has 
been formulated. Its adoption, like its construction, is a matter 
for the constituent assembly alone: it is given to the people, 
not accepted by them. The present constithtioV of the ltepub- 
lie was even framed and adapted py a convention which 
could show no indisputable right to act as a r constituent 
assembly (sec. 306). , 

1370. Creation vs. Confirmation of Liberties by Constitution. 

— This process, of the tgift of a constitution to the people by> 
an assembly of their own choice, may be said to be interme¬ 
diate between our own or the ‘Swiss practice, on the one hand, 
and the practice of the monareliial states of Europe, on the, 
other, whose constitutions arc the gift of monarclis to their 
people. In many cases they have been forced from reluctant 
monarchs, as Magna Charta was uvrung by the barons from 
John: but whether created by stress of revolution, as in so 
many states in 1848 (sec. 490), or framed later and more at 
leisure, as in Prussia (sec. 490)*; they have been in the •form 
of royal gifts of right, have not confirmed Ink created filter ties 
and privileges. 

1371. Our own charters and constitutions have, on the con¬ 
trary, been little morp than formal statement's of rights and 
immunities which had come to belong t<\ Englishmen quite in- 
dependency of royal gift or favor. The Acts of Parliament 
upon which the governor?,))ts of such ‘modern English colonies 
as Canada and Australia Vest do scarcely more, aside from 
their outlining of forms of government, than extend to the 
colonists the immemoriaf privileges of Englishmen in England. 
And so our own colonial charters, besides providing for gov¬ 
ernors, courts, and legislatures, simply granted the usual rights 
of English freemen. Our constitutions hav^ fecmulated our 
political progress,‘but the progress camp first. European con¬ 
stitutions, on the other hand, have for die mosf part created 
Ihe rights and immunities, as w§ll as the popular institutions, 

/- • I . 
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wliicn tney embody. they institute reform, instead of merely 
(£mfirming and ryy.alli/.ing it. 

1372. The Modern Federal State: contrasted with Confeder- 
at.ons. — In no pa'l of modern political development lihve 
written constitutions flayed a more important, a more indis¬ 
pensable r61e than ii» the definite expression oi ‘.li* 1 nice b lance 
of institutions and functions upon which i h» carefully adjusted 
organism of the enodern federal state ’depends. The federal 
state, as we know it, is a f creation «[ moderft politics. Ancient 
times afford many instances of confederal d states, but none 
of a fedfiral state. The mere confederu ions *>f ancient and of 
modern times, however iong preserved, and of however distiu- 
, guished history, wore still not states iij the proper sense of the 
•term. 

1373. The most prominent example of a confederation in ancient times 
was the celebrated Achwan League (see. 02). In modern times we have 
had the early Swiss confederation (sec. ( 133 ), the several Germau confed¬ 
eracies (secs. 489, 491), and our own short-lived Confederation (sec. KK171. 

1374. They were composed of states, and their only con¬ 
stituent law was treaty. They were themselves, as confederacies, 
without sovereign power: sovereignty remained unimpaired with 
they - component states. Th ir members did not unite: they 
simply agreed, #s equals, to act. in concert touching certain 
matters of common interest. 

1375, The modern federal state, on the contrary, is a single 
and complete political personality among nations: it is not a 
mere relationship existing between separate states, but is itself 
a State. To* u^e two expressive German terms, a confederation 
is a Sfnuteiibuwl, (a “ B&nd of States*” i merely, while a federal 

* state is a Ifiuidcsxtaal, (a “ Banded $>t,ate ” ).* Confederation and 
federal state have this peculiarity in common, that they are 
both constituted by the association of fharinct, independent com¬ 
munities : but under a confederation these ^communities practi¬ 
cally remain distinct and independent, while -within a federal 
state they a^e jiractically welded together into a single state, 
into one nation. 

. >. • • 

1376. Under both fdruis, however, it has proved possible to make" pro¬ 
vision for the association, upon t(je best terms of mutual help and support. 
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of communities unlike in almost every feature of local, life, and even of 
communities diverse in race, without any surrender of their individuality 
or of their freedom to develop each its characteristic life. Nothing could 
well be conceived more flexible than a system which can hold together 
Uerman, French, and Italian elements as the Swiss constitution does. 

* • < 

1377. Distinguishing Marks of the Federal State. —The fed¬ 

eral state has, as contrasted with a federation, these distin¬ 
guishing features: («)' a permanent surrender pn the part of 
the constituent colimunitieg of their eight to act independently 
of each other in matters which touch the commqn interest, 
and the consequent fusion of these communities, in inspect of 
these matteip, into wfiat is practically a jingle state.«. As 
regards other states they 'nave merged their individuality into _ 
one national whole: the lines which separate them are none of 1 
them on the outside but all on the inside. ( b) The federal 
state possesses a special body of federal law and a special federal 
jurisprudence in which is expressed the national authority of 
the compound state. This is not a law agreed to by the con¬ 
stituent communities: as regards tl^e federal law there are no 
constituent communities. It is the spoken will of the new com¬ 
munity, the Union, (c) There results a new conception of sov¬ 
ereignty. The functions of political authority are parcelled out. 
In certain spheres of action the authorities of the Union are 
entitled to utter laws which are the supreme law of the land; in 
other spheres of action the constituent communities still a£t with 
the full autonomy of independent states. The one set of authori¬ 
ties is sovereign; for it' presides, and the range of it" powers is ? in 
the last resort, determined by itself; but th'e other set of authori¬ 
ties exercises full dominion, though ima narrower spherjj. Its 
powers are independent and s*lf-sufficient, neither givun nor sub¬ 
ject to bd taken away by the government of the Union, origina¬ 
tive of rights, and exercisAl at will. * 

1378. All modern federal »states have' written constitutions; 

but a written constitution is not an essential characteristic of* fed- 

« 

eralism, it is only a feature of high convenience; ^such delicate 
coordinate rights asd functions as are characteristic of federalism 
musif be carefully defihed; each set of authorities 'must navfe its 
definite commission. 
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1379. It is .not certain that the federal state, as at present established, 
is not a merely temporary phenomenon of politics. It is plain from the 
history of modern federal states, — a history as^jret extremely brief,— 
that the strong tendency of such organization is towards the transmutation 
of the federal into a unitary state- After unioiys once firmly established, 
not in the interest only tmt also in the affections of the people, the drift 
would seem to be in cases towards consolidation. 

M 

1380. Existing Parallels and Contrasts’in Organization. — The 

difference® which emerge’moft prominently 4ipon a comparison 
of modem systems of* government are diff rences of adminis¬ 
trative organization chiefly and differer ;es i® the relationship 
borne by Executives to Legislatures. » 

1381. Administrative Integration: 'filiation of Ministers to the 
•Head of the Executive. — One of the chief points of interest 

and importance touching any System of administration is the 
relation which the ministers of state bear to the head of the 
Executive. Of course much of the consistency and success of 
policy depends upon the presence or absence of a single gilding 
will: if ministers be without real leadership, they are apt to be 
without energy or success in policy, if not actually at odds with 
each other. 

1§82. Under our own system the heads of departments are 
brought together into at least nominal unity by their common sub¬ 
ordination to the President. Although they are, as we have seen 
(sec. 1-3-3), rather the colleagues than the servants of the Presi¬ 
dent, his authority is yet always in the last resort final and 
decisive: the «ecretaries have had very few powers conferred 
upon them by Congress in the exercise of which they are not 
more of less subject to presidential oversight and control. The 
’ President is in a very real sense* head oii the Executive. In 
France and England, on the contrary, the nominal head of the 
Executive is not its real head. -Not \he President or the sov¬ 
ereign but the Prime Minister, speaks the decisive word in 
administration and in the initiation oi policy, — and tb/e Prime 
Minister only sj> far as he can carry his colleagues with him. 
The he^ship of the President and the sovereign is in large part 
form’al iherel^, b$ng> real only in proportion to the influence 
givea them by their interior t position as regards affairs. The 
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influence of the Prime Minister is the vital integrating force. 
Perhaps it is safe to say that only in fierminy, among constita- 
fcional states, have W3 an example of a really sovereign guiding will 
in administration. The Emperor’s own will or that of the vice¬ 
regent Chancellor is tie real centre and source of policy, and the 
heads of department are ministers of tlialjfwill. And there is 
under such a system an energy and coherence of administrative 
action such as no other' system can secure. T»he ^rave objection 
to it is the absorplion of sp much vitality by the head of the 
state that its outlying parts, its great constituent members, the 
people, are apt tq be drained of their political life. ‘ - 
1383. Relations of the" Administration as a yniole to the Min¬ 
isters as a Body. — Scarcely less important from an administra¬ 
tive point of view than the relations of the ministers to the head 
of the Executive is the relation of the administration as a whole, 
both central and local, to the ministers as a body. We have seen 
(secs. 1185, 1206, 1207) that in the commonwealths of our own 
Uniop there is in this regard practically no administrative 
integration; that the central officers qf administration do not as a 
rule constitute a controlling but only a superior sort of clerical 
body. In our federal organization we have the President as 
supreme chief, but the cabinet as a body does not usually exercise 
any concerted control over administration taken 4 as a whole.. Its 
conferences as a body are confined for the most part to political 
questions: administrative questions are decided separately, by 
each department for itself, the only real central authority in 
administrative matters* being the President’s opinion, not the 
counsel of his ministers. As regards points of administrative 
policy each department is,a law unto itself. In England ye find 
a slightly greater degree of administrative control exercised by 
the Cabihet as a body. A “ Treasury minute,” for' instance’ is 
required f$r any redivisidn of business amohg the departments, 
and such redivisions are presumably matters of agreement in Cabi¬ 
net council. But even in England the administrative control of 
the Cabinet is rather the result of the political Responsibility 
of the Cabinet than of any conscions effort to integrate adminis- 
• tratym by the constitution of a body which'^hall habitually regu¬ 
late, by semi-judicial processes, the main features and when 
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necessary even the details of executive management. In France 
and Prussia, on i’ic cont> ary, such an effort i^ made, and is made 
with effect. In Prance, besides a Cabinet of ministers whpse 
function is wholly political, t\iere is a Courfil of ministers whose 
single office is systematic administrative oversight, the harmoniz¬ 
ing of methods, the proper distribution of busrsi%s among the 
department*, etc. (sec. 422) ; and above tb.'s C itmcil of ministers, 
again, there is ft Council of. State, a judicial by I* whose part it is 
to accommodate all disputes iftul adfusi all conflicts of jurisdic¬ 
tion between the departments, as well ns to act as the supreme 
administrative tribunal (sec. 468). In •t russed there is a like 
system: a Staatsflliiiisterium which to a certain extent combines 
•the duties given in France to the Couimfl of Ministers and to the 
Council of State, and also a Council of 'State which is by degrees 
being elevated to high judicial functions (secs. 576, 577). 

1384. The Administration and the Legislature. — The relations 
borne by the Administration, the branch which executes the la .vs, 
to the Legislature, the branch which makes the laws, touch 
the very essence of a system of government. Legislation and 
administration ought under every well-deviged system to go hand 
in hand. Laws must receive test of their wisdom and feasibility 
at the hands of administration: administration must take its 
energy and its jfolicy from legislation. Without legislation ad¬ 
ministration must limp, and without administration legislation 
must Ml of effect. The vital connection between the two is well 
illustrated in the matter of money appropriations for the support 
of administration. Legislators hold, and properly hold, the 
purse-strings of the natioy : only with their consent can faxes be 
, raised hr expended. Without the appropriations for which they 
askf administrators cannot efficiently perfo&i the task:* imposed 
upon them: but without full explanation of the necessity for 
granting the sums asked and of t he moues in which it is proposed 
to spend them legislators cannot* m ^ood conscience vote them. 
A perfect understanding between Executive and Legislature is, 
therefore, indispensable, and no such understanding can exist in 
the i^bsiftce of, relations of full confidence «nd intimacy between 
the two branches. * 

IffeS. The abserifcc of such* a cooperative understanding has 
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led in France to the gravest financial impotency on the part of t|je 
government The Chambers trust almost nothing concerning ap¬ 
propriations to the authoritative suggestion of the ministers. The 
great Budget Committee (sec. 434) not only examines and revises 
but also at pleasure annuls or utterly reverses the financial pro¬ 
posals of the oiinisters: the ministers are for the most part left 
entirely without power, and therefore entirely without responsi¬ 
bility, in the matter, and appropriations follow t&e whim of the 
Chambers rather than the necessities of administration. In Eng¬ 
land the ministers are allowed to insist upon the appropriation of 
the sums they ask for, because they are held strictly responsible 
to Parliament for the policy involved in every 'financial proposal. 
The means of raising tin* money desired Parliament is to a certain,' 
extent at liberty to suggest without implying distrust of the 
ministers; but the amounts the ministers ask for must be voted 
unless Parliament wishes the ministers to resign. Confidence 
and responsibility go hand in hand (secs. 868, 871). Under 
our own system there is practically no commerce between the 
heads of departments and Congress: the administration sends 
in estimates, but the Appropriations Committees of the houses 
decide without ministerial interference the amounts to be 
granted. ' 1 

1386. The relations existing between the Eiecutive ana the 
Legislature equally affect every other question of policy, from 
mere administrative questions, such as the erection of new*depart- 
ments, increases of clerical force, or the redistribution of depart¬ 
mental business, to the gravest questions of* commerce, diplomacy, 
and war. The integration or separation^ the Executive and the 
Legislature may be made’an interesting and important cfiterion 
of the grpde and character, in this day of representative institu¬ 
tions, of political organization in the case of existing governments. 
Thus in England- we have complete leadership in legislation in¬ 
trusted to the mirvsters, arid«to complete leadership is a4ded 
complete responsibility (secs. 868, 871). In France we have par¬ 
tial leadership (financial matters being excludad)* with entire 
responsibility (sec 427). In Prussia, leadership- without fvrsppnsi- 
bilitf/ (sec. 533-536) ; and in Switzerland *the same (sac. 670). 



SUMMARY. 


571 


Under our own system we have isolation plus irresponsibility, — 
isolation and thcr 'for, irresponsibility. At this point more widely 
than at ally other our government differs froffi the other govern¬ 
ments of the woxld. Other Executives tead; our Executive 
obeys. 



xm., 

NATl/RE AND FORMS OF GOVERNMENT. 


1387. Govemmpnt rests upon Authority and Force. - 1 - The es¬ 
sential characteristic of ' all government, whatever its form, is 
authority. There must ( in' every instance be, on the one hand, 
governors, and, on the other, those who are governed. And the’ 
authority of governors, directly or indirectly, rests in all cases 
ultimately on force. Government, in its last analysis, is organ¬ 
ized force. Not necessarily or invariably organized armed force, 
but tjie will of a few men, of many men, or of a community pre¬ 
pared by organization to realize its ijwn purposes with reference 
to the common affairs of the community. Organized, that is, to 
rule, to dominate. The machinery of government necessary to 
such an organization consists of instrumentalities fitted to enforce 
in the conduct of the common affairs of a community the will 
of the sovereign men: the sovereign minority, or the sovereign 
majority. 

1388. Not necessarily u£on Obvious Force. — This is not, how¬ 
ever, to be interpreted too literally, or too narrowly. The force 
behind authority must not be looked for as if it were always to 
be seen or were always being exercised.* That there is authority 
lodged with ruler or .magistrate is in every case evident enough; ; 
but that that authority rests upon force is not always a fact upon 
the surface, and is therefore in one sense ndc always practically 
significant. In the case of apy particulaf government, the force 
upon wfiieh the authority of its officers rests may never oner for 
generations together take the shape of armed force. Happily 
there are in our own day many governments, and those among 
the .most prominent, -vtfnich seldom coerce tjieif subjects,' Seeming 
in their tranquil, noiseless operations to run of themselves. They 

G72' 
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in a sense operate without the exercise of force. But there 
is force behind them none the less because it never shows itself. 
The better governments of our day, — those which rest, not upon 
the armed strength of governors, but upon the free consent of the 
governed,—are founded* upon constitution! and laws whose 
source and sanction age the habit of communities. t The force 
which they embody is not the force of a dominant dynasty or of 
a prevalent minority, but the force of an agreeing majority. 
And the overwhelming nature ojj this Sorce is evident in the fact 
that the minority very seldom challenge its exai use. It is latent 
just becaus'e it is understood to be omnipotent. , There is force 
behind the authority of the elected magistrate, n# less than 
behind that of the usurping despot, a imyjh greater force behind 
the President of the United States than behind the Czar of 
Russia. The difference lies in she display of coercive power. 
Physical force is the prop of both, though in the one it is the 
last, while in the other it is the first, resort. 

1389. The Governing Force in Ancient and in Modern Society. 
— These elements of authority and force in government are quite 
plain to be seen in modern society, even when the constitution 
of that society is democratic ; but they are not so easily discover¬ 
able upon a first view in primitive society. It is common nowa¬ 
days when referrijjg to the affairs of the most progressive nations 
to speak of ‘government by public opinion,’ ‘government by the 
popular yoice’; and such phrases possibly describe sufficiently 
well the full-grown democratic systems.' But no one intends such 
expressions to oonceal the fact that the majority, which utters 
‘public opinion,’ (joes not prevail because the minority are con¬ 
vinced, but because they aife outnumbered and have against them 
ilot the ‘popular voice ’ only, but thi> ‘popular power ’ as wll, — 
that it is the potential might rather than the wisdom of the ma¬ 
jority which gives it ‘its right to rale.' When .once majorities 
have learned to have opinions and tmocganize themselves for en¬ 
forcing them, they rule by virtue of pov, er no less than do despots 
with standing armies or concerting minorities dominating unor¬ 
ganized. majorities. But, though it was clearly opinion which 
ruled in'primitive* societies, this conception of the might ,of 
majorities^ hardly sepms to fit our ideas of primitive systems of 
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government. What shall we say of them in connection with our 
present analysis of government? They were neither democracies 1 
in which the will* of majorities chose the ways of government, 
nbr despotisms, in which the will of an individual controlled, nor 
oligarchies, in whi&h the purposes of a minority prevailed. 
Where shall^we place the force which lay behind the authority 
exercised under them? Was the power of the father in the patri¬ 
archal family power o'f arm, mere domineerilxg strength of will? 
What was the fo?ee that sustained Vhe authority ol the tribal 
chieftain or of that chief of chiefs, the king? That authority 
vras not independent of the consent of those over wiom it was 
exercised; and yet it was not formulated by that consent. ‘That 
consent maybe said to,have been involuntary, inbred. It was 
born of the habit of the race. It was congenital. It consisted 
of a custom and tradition, moreover, which bound the* chief no 
less than it bound his subjects. He might no more transgress the 
unwritten law of the race than might the humblest of his fellow- 
tribfsmen. He was governed scarcely less than they were. All 
were under bondage to strictly presrribed ways of life. Where, 
then, lay the force which sanctioned the authority of chief and 
sub-chief and father in this society? Not in the will of the 
ruler: that was bound by the prescriptions of cifstom. Notin 
the popular choice: over that too the law of custom reigned. 

1390. The Force of the Common Will in Ancient Society. — The 
real residence of force in such societies as these can be mort easily 
discovered if we look at them under other circumstances. Nations 

t. 

still under the dominion of customary law.have within historical 
times been conquered by alien conquerors; but irf no such case 
did the will of the conqueror have free? scope in regulating the 
affairs of the conquered. Sbldom did it have any/scope at* all. 
The alien throne was maintained by force of ^arms, and taxes were 
mercilessly wrung from the subject populations; but never did 
the despot venture Jo change«tbe customs of the conquered land. 
Its natiye laws he no more dared to touch than would a piin'ce of 
the dynasty which he had displaced. He dar^d pot play with 
the forces latent in the prejudices, the fanaticism of hiss?ubjects. 
He, knew that those ‘forces were volcanioy anh tlfat no prop of 
armed men could save his throne from overthrow and destruction 
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should they oflce break forth. He really had no authority to 
govern, but only a pou er to'despoil, — for the idea of government 
is inseparable frora the conception of legal regulation. If, there¬ 
fore, in the light of such cases, we conceive the throne of such a 
society as occupied by ^bme native prince whose authority rested 
upon the laws of his country, it is plain to see that the real force 
upon which,authority rests under a government so constituted is 
after all the foife df public opinion, in a sense lewdly less vividly 
real than if we spoke of a modern democracy* The law inheres 
in the common will: and it is that law upon \\ nieh the authority 
of the prince is founded. He rules avoiding to the common 
will? for that will*is, that immemorial custom be ihviolably ob¬ 
served. The force latent in that common will both backs and 
limits his authority. 

1391. Public Opinion, Ancient tmd Modern. — The fact that the 

public opinion of such societies made no deliberate choice of laws 
or constitutions need not confuse the analogy between that public 
opinion and our own. Our own approval of the government under 
which we live, though doubtless conscious and in a way voluntary, 
is largely hereditary, — is largely an inbred and inculcated appro 
bation. There is a large amount of mere drift in it. Conformity 
to what is established is much the easiest habit in opinion. Our 
constructive choice even in our own governments, under which 
there is no divine canon against change, is limited to modifica¬ 
tions. The generation that saw our federal system established 
may have imagined themselves out-of-hand creators, originators 
of government^ but wp of this generation have taken what was 
given us, ancf are not controlled by laws altogether of our own 
making* Our constitutional life was rrfede for us long ago. We 
ave' Jike primitive men in the public opinion which preserves; 
though unlike them jn the public opinion which alters our insti¬ 
tutions. Their stationary bommon thought contained the generic 
forces of government no less than eidtss our own progressive public 
thought. • 

1392. The Tra? Mature of Government. — What, then, in the 
last analysis, is the nature of government? * If it rests upon 
authority and Wee, bdt upon authority which depends upon the 
acquftscepce of tho general vjill and upon force suppressed, 
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latent, withheld except under extraordinary circumstances, what 
principle lies behind these phenomena, at the heart of govern¬ 
ment? The answer is hidden in the nature of Society itself. 
Society is in no sense artificial; it is as truly natural and or¬ 
ganic as the individual man himself. J!s Aristotle said, man is 
by nature a social animal; his social function is as normal with 
him as is his individual function. Since the'family,was formed, 
he has not been without politics, without political association. 
Society, therefore* is compounded of the common habit and is an 
evolution of experience, an interlaced growth of teilacious rela¬ 
tionships, a compact,, living, organic whole, structural, not 
mechanical. 0 *■ " 

1393. Society an Organism, Government an Organ. — Govern’ 
ment is merely the executive organ of society, the organ through 
which its habit acts, through wliich its will becomes Operative, 
through which it adapts itself to its environment and works out. 
for itself a more effective life. There is clear reason, therefore, 
why the disciplinary action of society upon the individual is 
exceptional; clear reason also why the power of the despot must 
recognize certain ultimate limits and bounds; and clear reason 
why sudden or violent changes of government lead to equally vio¬ 
lent and often fatal reactions and revolutions. If is only the ex¬ 
ceptional individual who is not held fast to the-common hdbit of 
social duty and comity. The despot’s power, like the potter’s, 
is limited by the characteristics of the materials in which he 
works, of the society,which he manipulates; and change which 
roughly breaks with the common thought jvill lack the sympathy 
of that thought, will provoke its opposition, and wifi inevitably be 
crushed by that oppositiofi. Society, like other organisms, can be 
change^ only by evolution,‘land revolution is the antipode of 
evolution. The public order is preserved because order inheres 
in the character -of society. 

1394. The Forms of- GoVfeimmeni: tneir Significance. —The 

forms of government do not affect the essence of government: 
the bayonets of the tyrant, the quick concert and superior force 
of an organized fninprity, the latent farce of a self^joverned 
majority, •—all these depend upon the Organic character and 
development of the community. , “ The obedience of the subject 
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to the sovereign has its root not in contract but in forqi, —the 
f«ce of the soveieigr. go punish disobedience”; 1 but that force 
must be backed by the general habit (secs.* 1435-1442). The 
forms of government are, nevertheless, in every way most impor¬ 
tant to be observed, for the very reascfla tfhat they express the 
character, of government, and indicate its history. ,Tkey exhibit 
the stages of political development, and ms ire clear the necessary 
constituents ami c*dinary purposes of gdvernr.'ent, historically 
considered* Tfiey illustnlte, too, the sanctions upon which it 
rests. 

1395. Aristotle’s Analysis of the Forms o'. Government. — It has 
been, common forjvriters on polities in speaking o4 the several 
jEorms of government to rewrite Aristae, an<l it is not easy to 
depart from the practice. For, althoue 1 : Aristotle’s enumeration 
was not (piite exhaustive, and although his descriptions will not 
quite fit modern types of government, his enumeration still serves 
as a most excellent frame on wlueh to hang an exposition of the 
forms of government, and liis descriptions at least furnish ppints 
of contrast between ancient # a.nd modern governments by observ¬ 
ing which we can the more clearly understand the latter. 

1390. Aristotle considered Monarchy, Aristocracy, and De¬ 
mocracy (Ochlocracy) the three, standard forms of government. 
The tp'st he defiqpd as the rule of One, the second as the rule of 
the Few, the third as the rule of the Many. 8 Off against these 
standard and, so to say, healthful forms he set their degenerate 
shapes. Tyranny he conci ived to be* the degenerate shape of 
Monarchy, Oligarchy the degenerate shape of Aristocracy, and 
Anarchy (or mob-rule)*the degenerate shape of Democracy. His 
observation of the political world about him led him to believe 
•that there was in every case a strong, an aliyost inevitable, ten¬ 
dency for the’ pure forms to sink into the degenerate. * 

1397. The Cycle of Degeneracy and Aevolutiop. — H# outlined 
a cycle of degeneracies and revolutions through which, as he 
conceived, every State of long life was apt to pass. IJis idea 

was this. The natural first form of* government for even’ state 

* * ' 

1 John^Morley^ Itouwe.ar, Vol. II., p. 184. , 

a Not of the absolute majority, as we shall sec presently when contrasting 
ancient ami modern democracy (secs. 1403, 1400). 
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would be the rule of a monarch, of the single strong man with 
sovereign power. This monarch would usually hand on his king¬ 
dom to his childrerf. They might confidently be expected to for¬ 
get those pledges and those views of the public good which had 
bound and guided l/nn.‘ Their Sovereignty would Sink into 
tyranny. At,,length their tyranny would n^eet its decisive check 
at some Buunymede. There would be revolt^ and the princely 
leaders of revolt, taking government into theii own hands, would 
set up an Aristocracy. But aristocracies, though often public- 
spirited and just iu their youth, always decline, in,their later 
years, into a dotage of selfish oligarchy. Oligarchy is dven more 
hateful to civil liberty, is even a graver hindrance to healthful 
civil life than tyranny. tl A'class bent upon subserving only their, 
own interests can devise injustice in greater variety than can a* 
single despot: and their insolence is always quick to goad the 
many to hot revolution. To this revolution succeeds Democracy. 
But Democracy too has its old age of degeneracy, —an old age in 
which it loses its early respect for law, its first amiability of 
mutual concession. It breaks out in^o license and Anarchy, and 
none but a Caesar can bring it back to reason and order. The 
cycle is completed. The throne is set up again, and a new series 
of deteriorations and revolutions begins. • , 

1398. Modern Contrasts to the Aristotelian Eprms of Govern¬ 

ment. — The confirmations of this view furnished by the history 
of Europe since the time of Aristotle have been striking and 
numerous enough to render it still oftentimes Convenient as a 
scheme by which to observe the course of political history even 
in our own days. But it is still more instructive to contrast the 
later facts of political development with this ancient exposition 
of the laws of politics. Observe, then, the differences between * 
modern and ancient types of government, and the likelihood that 
the historian of the futurS, if not of the present and the imme¬ 
diate past, will have to record qiore divergencies from the cycle 
of Aristotle than correspondences with it. * 

1399. The Modem Absolute Monarchy. — Taking, the Eussian 
government of to-day as a type of the vast absolute Monarchies 
which have grown up*in Europe since tha dea*ch o'x Aristotle, it 
is evident that the modern monarch, if he be ipdeed monarch* has 
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a much deeper .and wider reaeh of power than had the ancient 
rrfbnarch. The n onsi-oh of our day is a Legislator; the ancient 
monarch ^as not. Antique society may be said hardly to have 
knrwn what legislation was. Custom was for it the law of pub¬ 
lic as well as of privata life:*and custom tould not be enacted. 
At any rate ancient jponarchies were not legislative. The des¬ 
pot issued edicts, *— imperative command covering particular 
cases or affecting particular individuals the 1 toman emperors 
were among tfie first to‘promulgate ‘constitutions, ’ — general 
rules of law to be applied universally. The aodern despot can 
do more tfven than that. He can regulate by hjs command pub¬ 
lic affairs not on^y but private aS well,’—can even upset local 
a custom and bring all his subjects undfcr jmiforn* legislative con¬ 
trol. Nor is he in the least bound to ooserve his own laws. A 
word,—and that his own wordj—will set them aside: a word 
will abolish, a word restore, them. He is absolute over his sub- 
' jects not only, —ancient despots were that, —but over all laws 
also, —which no ancient despot was. 

1400. Of course these statements are meant to be taken with certain 
important limitations. The modern despot as well as the ancient is bound 
by the habit of his people. He may change laws, but he may not change 
lifp as easily-; and the national traditions and national character, the 
rurjl and commercial habit of his kingdom, bind him very absolutely. 
The limitation is not often felt by the monarch, simply because he has 
himself been bred in the atmosphere of the national life and unconsciously 
confoftnsto it (secs. 1435-4442). 

• 1401. The Modem Monarchy usually ‘Limited. ’ — But the pres¬ 
ent government of Russia is abnormal in the Europe of to-day, 
as abnormal as that of the Turk,— a Related example of those 
•crude forma of politics which the #est of Europe lias outgrown. 
Turning to the other monarchies of to-day, it is at offee plain 
that they present thfe strongest contract possible to ai^y absolute, 
monarchy ancient or modern. Almost without exception in 
Europe, they are ‘limited ’ by the resolutions of a popular parlia¬ 
ment. The people have a distinct and often ah imperative voice 
in the conduct of public affairs. » 

1402? 'Is Mdnaithy now succeeded by Aristocracy? — And v;liat 
is to»be said of Arigtotle’s cycle in connection with modern mon- 
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archies? Does anyone suppose it possible that when the des¬ 
potism of the Czar falls it will be succeeded by an aristocracy;' 
or that when the modified authority of the emperors,of Austria 
and Germany or the king of Italy still further exchanges sub¬ 
stance for shadow, sf limited clasa will succeed to the 1 reality of 
power? Is there any longer any place l^tween Monarchy and 
Democracy for Aristocracy? Has it not been crowded out ? 

1403. English and ‘Ancient Aristocracy centalste&. — Indeed, 
since the extension of the, franchise*in England! to the working 
classes, no example of a real Aristocracy is left in »the modern 
world. At the loginning of this century the government of Eng¬ 
land, called‘limited monarchy,’ was in realty an Aristooracy. 
Parliament and the entirb administration of the kingdom were 
in the hands of the classes having wealth or nobility. The mem« 
bers of the House of Lords andctlie Crown together controlled a 
majority of the seats in the House of Commons. England was 
‘represented’ by her upper classes almost exclusively. That' 
Aristocracy has been set aside by the Reform Bills of 1832, 
18G7, and 1885; but it is worth \yhile to look back to it, in 
order to contrast a modern type of Aristocracy with those ancient 
aristocracies which were present to the mind of Aristotle. An 
ancient Aristocracy constituted tltfi State; the English aristocracy 
merely controlled the State. Under the widest citizenship known 
even to ancient democracy less than half the adult male subjects 
of the State shared the franchise. The ancient Democracy itself 
was a government by a minority. The ancient'Aristocracy was 
a government by a ^till narrower minority; and this narrow 
minority monopolized office and power not only, but citizenship 
as well. There were no citizens but they. They were tfye State. 
Every one else existed for the State, only they weru part of-it.* 
In England the case was very different. There the franchise 
was not confined to tint aristocrats it wa‘s only controlled by 
them. Nor did the aristocrats of England consider themselves 
the whqle of the Slate. They were quite conscious,—and quite 
content,— that they had the State virtually in thejr possession; 
but they looked upon themselves as holding it in tru$$ for the 
people of Great Britain. Their legislation*- waS in fdct* class ■ 
legislation, oftentimes of a very narrow sorj;; but they did not 
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think that it was. They regarded their rule as eminently advan¬ 
tageous to the k npium; and they unquestionably had, or tried 
to have, the real interests of the kingdom at heart. They led the 
State, but did not cc ustitute it. • 

1404. 'Present and (Future Prevalence* of Democracy. — If 

Aristocracy seems a|>out to disappear, Democracy seems about 
universally to prevail. Ever since the rise of popular education 
in the last century and its vast development since have assured 
a thinking weight to the* masses o^ the people everywhere, the 
advance of democratic* opinion and the spread of democratic 
institutions have been most marked and most, sigi ,: ficant. They 
have destroyed almost all pure ’forms of Monaachy and Aris¬ 
tocracy by introducing into them imperative forces of popular 
thought and the concrete institutions <4 popular representation; 
and they promise to reduce politics to a single form by excluding 
all other governing forces and institutions but those of a wide suf¬ 
frage and a democratic representation, — by reducing all forms 
of government to Democracy. i( 

1405. Differences of Form between Ancient and Modern 
Democracies. — The differences of form to be observed between 
ancient and modern Democracies are ’wide and important. 
Ancient Democracies were ‘ immediate,’ while ours are •' mediate,’ 
tha'i' is to say ^representative. Every citizen of the Athenian 
State, — to take that as a type, — had a right to appear and vote 
in proper person in the popular assembly, and in those com¬ 
mittees of that assembly which acted as criminal courts; the 
modern vote? votes for a representative who is to sit for him in 
the popular* chamber, — he himself has not even the right of 
entrance there. This idfea of representation, — even the idea of a 
v'<$e by proxy, — was hardly know* to the ancients; but among us 
it is all-pervading. Even the elected magistrate of an ancient 
Democracy was not looked upon as a Representative oS his fellow- 
citizens. He was the State, so fq,r >as his functions went, and so 
lon'g as his term of office lasted. He could break through all 
law or custpm,,if he dared. It was only when his term had 
expiredi-and he was again a private citizen that he could be 
called'’ to account. Where was no impeachment while in office. 
Tor ou^ thought j all elected to office, — whether Presidents, 
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ministers, or legislators, — are representatives. The limitations 
as to the size of the State involved,in ancient practices and 
conceptions is obvious. A State in which all citizen^ are also 
legislators must of necessity be small. The modern representa¬ 
tive State has no such/limitation. It may .cover a continent. . 

1406. Nature of Democracy, Ancient ( and Modern. — The 

differences of nature to be observed between.ancient and mod¬ 
ern Democracies are no less wide and -important, T*he ancient 
Democracy was a ftlass government. »As already pointed out, 
it was only a broader Aristocracy. Its ‘franchise wa§ at widest 
an exclusive privilege, extending only to a minority.' There 
were slaves pnder its 'neel; there were even freedmen who 
could never hope to enter Its citizenship. Class subordination 
was of the essence of its constitution. From the modern Demo- < 
cratic State, on the other hand, both slavery and class snbordina 
tion are excluded as inconsistent with its theory, not only, but, 
more than that, as antagonistic to its very being. Its citizenship 
is as wide as its native population; its suffrage as wide as its 
qualified citizenship, — it knows no non-citizen class. And 
there is still another difference between the Democracy of 
Aristotle and the Democracy of Tocqueville and Bentham. The 
citizens of the former lived for jhe State; the citizen of the 
latter lives for himself, and the State is for him. The modern 
Democratic State exists for the sake of the individual; the indi¬ 
vidual, in Greek conception, lived for the State. The ancient 
State recognized no personal rights, — all rights were State 
rights; the modern State recognizes no State rights which art 
independent of personal rights. c < 

1407. Growth of the Democratic Ide». —In making the last 
statement embrace ‘ the ancient State ’ irrespective of kind and 
* the modfcrn State,’ of whatever form, I have pointed out what 
may be takjn as the cardinal differenee t) betwten all the ancient 
forms of government and all, the modern. It is a difference 
which I have already stated in another way. The democrctic 
idea has penetrated'more or less deeply all the advanced systems 
of government, and Jias penetrated them in consbquence^of that 
change of thought whidu. has given to tke'^ndividual an impor¬ 
tance quite independent of his membership of a State. I pan 
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here only indibate the historical steps of that change of thought; 
f cannot go at an,' length into its causes. 

1408. Subordination of the Individual in the Ancient State. — 
We have seen that, in the history of political society, if we Have 
read that history aright, the’ rights of ’government, — the magis¬ 
tracies and subordinations of kinship, —antedate,what we now 
call the rights of the individual. A man was ;>t first nobody in 
himself; lie w&s dhly the kinsman of somebody «. ise. The father 
himself, .dr the chief, commanded "’only because of priority in 
kinship: to that all rights of all men weie relative. Society was 
the unit; the individual ike fraction. Man c.dsttd for society. 
He"was all his life long in tutelage; only society was old enough 
to take charge of itself. The State war the only Individual. 

1409. Individualism of Christianitj and Teutonic Institu¬ 
tions. —There was no essential change in this idea for centu¬ 
ries. Through all the developments of government down to the 
time of the rise of the Roman Empire the State continued, in 
the conception of the western nations at least, to eclipse the 
individual. Private rights had no standing as against the State. 
Subsequently many influences combined to break in upon this 
immemorial conception. Chief among these influences were 
Christianity ‘and the institutions of the German conquerors of 
the fifth century. Christianity gave each man a magistracy over 
himself by insisting upon nis personal, individual responsibility 
to God. For right living, at any rate, each man was to have only 
his own conscience as a guide. In these deepest matters there 
must be for fiic Christian an individuality which no claim of his 
State upon him could rightfully be suffered to infringe. The 
German nations brouglit’into the Romanized and partially Chris¬ 
tianized world of the fifth century an individuality of another 
sort,—the idea of allegiance to individuals (sec. 293). Perhaps 
their idea that each man "had a money- value which mast be paid 
by any one who might" slay him alio coi tributed to the process of 
making men units iustead of State fractions; but their idea of 
personal allegiance played the more prominent part in the trans- 
formatiJn of society which, resulted from their western conquests. 
The Ionian knew no'allegiance save allegiance to his State.; He 
swdre fealty to hir imperator as to an embodiment of that State, 
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not as to an individual. The Teuton, on the other hand, bound 
himself to his leader by a bond of personal service which th® 
Roman either could ?iot understand or understood only to despise. 
There were, therefore, individuals in the German State: great 
chiefs or warriors with a following ( comitaiua ) of devoted volun¬ 
teers ready to /lie for them in frays not directed by the State, but 
of their own provoking (secs. 291-293). There waj with all 
German tribes freedom of individual movement ai^i combination 
within the ranks,—®a wide (lay of, individual initiative. When 
the German settled down as master amon/fst the Romanized popu¬ 
lations of western .and southern Europe, his thought was* led cap¬ 
tive by the conceptions of the Roman law, ae all subsequent 
thought that has known jt has been, and his habits were much 
modified by those of his new subjects: but this strong element 
of individualism was not destroyed by the contact. It lived to 
constitute one of the chief features of the Feudal System. 

1410. The Transitional Feudal System. —The Feudal System 
was i)i ade up of elaborate gradations of personal allegiance. 
The only State possible, under that,system was a disintegrate 
state embracing, not a unified people, but a nation atomized into 

! its individual elements'. A king there might be, but he was lord, 
not of his people, but of his barons* He was liiinself*a baron a)so, 
and as such had many a direct subject pledged to ..serve him ;< but 
as king the barons were his only direct subjects; aud the barons 
were heedful of their allegiance to him ouly when he could, make 
it to their interest to be so,'or their peril not to be. They were 
the kings of the people, who owed direct allegiance to then! 
alone, and to the king only through them. Kingdoms were only 
greater baronies, baronies lesser kingdoms. One small j^irt of 
the people served one,baron, another part served another baron. 
As a whole they served no one master. They were not a whole: 
they were jarring, disconnected segments of a nation. Every 
man had his own lord, and antagonized every one who had not 
the same .lord as he (secs. 304-313). . ' * 

1411. Rise of the Modern State. — Such a system yras fatal to 
peace and good government, but it cleared the way fordhe rise 

‘ of the modern State by utterly destroying,.the* old* coneej’ftibns. 
The State of the ancients had been an entity in, itself, — an entity 
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to which the tfntity of the individual was altogether subordinate. 
r fhe Feudal S'a.' 1 , was merely an aggregation of individuals,— 
a loose bundle of separated series of men kilowing few common 
aims or actions, [f not only had no actual unity: it haaf no 
thought of unity. National 'unity camfe a! last, — in France, for 
instance, by the subjugation of the barons by the lyng (sec. 323); 
in Englanij by the joint effort of people and barons against the 
throne, —but it came it was the ancient i.nity with a differ¬ 

ence. Mf?h were no longer Stafe fractions; ffcy had become State 
integers. fTlie State seehiad less like a natural organism and more 
like a deliberately organized association. Personal allegiance to 
kings had everywhere taken the"* place of native membership of 
a body politic. Men were _iow subject^, not citizens. 

’ 1412. Renaissance and Reformation. — Presently came the 

thirteenth century with its winders of personal adventure and 
individual enterprise in discovery, piracy, and trade. Follow¬ 
ing hard upon these, the Renaissance woke inen to a philosophi¬ 
cal study of their surroundings, — and above all of their, long¬ 
time unquestioned system^ of thought. Then arose Luther to 
reiterate the almost forgotten truths of the individuality of men's 
consciences, the right of individual judgment. Ere long the new 
thoughts had* penetrated to the masses of the people. Reformers 
liadibegun to c-Rst aside their scholastic weapons and come down 
to the common folk about them, talking their own vulgar tongue 
and csaving their acquiescence in the new doctrines of deliver¬ 
ance from merttal and spiritual bondage to Pope or Schoolman. 
National literatures were born. Thought had broken away from 
its exclusion i» cloisters and universities and had gone out to 
.challenge the people to 1 1 use of theirnwn minds. By using their 
mynls, thP'people gradually put aavay the cjvildisk things of their 
days of ignorance, and began to claim a part in affairs/ Finally, 
systematized popular education has completed the sfo$y. Nations 
are growing iip into manhood. J ’copies are becoming old enough 
to'govern themselves. . , 

1413. Tke Modern Force of Majorities. — It is thus no acci¬ 
dent, baft the outcome of great permanent causes, that there is no 
mofe'to be fouifd among the civilized races of Europe any sat¬ 
isfactory exam pi q of Aristotle’s Monarchies and Aristocracies. 
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The force of modem ^governments is not now often the force of 
minorities. It is getting to be more and more the force of majoA- 
ties. The sanction bf every rule not founded upoD sheer military 
despotism is the consent of a thinking people. Military despot¬ 
isms are now seen to'be'necessariljr ephemeral. Only inonarchs 
who are reverpd as seeking to serve their subjects are any longer 
safe upon their thrones. Monarchies exist only by democratic 
consent. 

1414. Hew Character of (Society. —‘And, more tha»,that, the 
result has been to give to society a new* integration.« The com¬ 
mon habit is now. operative again, not in acquiescence and sub¬ 
mission merely, but in initiative and progressvas well. Society 
is not the organism it ojice was, — its members are given freer , 
play, fuller opportunity for origination; but its organic character ‘ 
is again prominent. It is the Whole which has emerged from 
the disintegration of feudalism and the specialization of abso¬ 
lute monarchy. The Whole, too, has become self-conscious, and 
by becoming self-directive has set out upon a new course of 
development 
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1415. *What is Law?—Law is the will u f the State concerning 
the»civic conducted those under its authority This will may he 
, more or less formally expressed: it hiay speak either in custom 
•or in specific enactment. Law may, moreover, be the will either 
of a primitive fainily-communvfcy such as we see in the earliest 
periods of history, or of a highly organized, fully self-conscious 
State such as those of our own day. But for the existence of 
Law there is needed in all cases alike (1) an organic community 
capable of having a will of (| its own, and (2) some clearly recog¬ 
nized body of rules to which that community has, whether by 
custom or enactment, given life, character, and effectiveness. 
Law is that portion of the established thought and habit which 
has gained district and formal recognition in the shape of uniform 
rules backed by the authority and power of Government. The 
nature,of each State, therefore, will be reflected in its law; in 
its law, too, will appear the functions with which it charges 
itself; and in*its law will it be possible to read its history. 

1410. Thfr'Deyelopment of Law. its Sources. — Law thus follows 
in its development, with J slow, sometimes with uneven, but gen- 
’ efally with* quite certain steps, the evolution of the character, 
the purposes, and the will of the organized community whose 
creation it is. The' sourses whence it? springs, are a* various as 
the means by which an organic epninunity can shape and express 
its*Will as a body politic.. , 

1417. 1. Custom. 1 — The earliest source of Law is Custom, and 
custom is formed no one .can say definitely how, except that it 

•l ■»'♦#/* • 

1 T adopt here the classification usual in English writings on Jurisprudence. 
See/V.y., T. E. Holland, Jurixpriufynce, pp. 48 et aeq. 
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is shaped by the cooperative action of the whole community, and 
not by any kingly or legislative command.’ It is not formed 
always in the samd way; but it always rests upon the same 
foundation, upon the general acceptance of a certain course of 
action as best or most t’ontenient. Whether custom originate in 
the well-nigh accidental formation of certaip habits of action or 
in a conscious effort on the part of a community to ^adjust its 
practices more perfectly to its social and political objects, it 
becomes, when once«it has been forjned'hnd accepted by the pub¬ 
lic authority, a central part of Law. It iS difficult, if not impos¬ 
sible, to discover the exact point at which custom passes from 
the early inchoate state in which it is merely tending to become 
the express and determinate purpose of a community into the 
later stage in which it becomes Law; but we can say with assur¬ 
ance that it becomes Law only when it wins the support of a 
definite authority within the community. It is not Law if men 
feel free to depart from it. 

l4l8. Under the reign of customary law that state of things actually 
did exist which modern law still finds it Convenient to hike for granted : 
everybody knew what the law was. 'The Teutonic hundred-moots, for 
example (sec. 836), the popular assemblies which tried cases under the 
early polity of our own ancestors, deo’ared the law by tht public vojce; 
the people themselves determined what it was and }\ovr it should be 
applied. Custom grew up in the habits of the people; they consciously 
or unconsciously originated it; to them it was known and by them it was 
declared. 

1419. 2. Religion. —*ln the earliest times Custom and Reli J 
gion were almost indistinguishable; a people’s customs bore on 
every lineament the likeness of its religion. And in later stages 
of development Religion was still a prolific source <3i Custop. 
No primitive community contained any critic who could, even in 
his secret thought,.separate*Law from Religion. All rules of life 
bore for the antique mind the ^ame sanction (sea 26). There 
were not jn its conception rules moral and rules political: poli¬ 
tics, morals, and religion were indistinguishable p^rts of one 
great indivisible Law of Conduct. Rpligion and Politics very 
1 soon,, it is true, came to iiave different ministers.* Id name bften, 
if not always in fact, the priest was^ distinct from the magistrate. 
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But throughout a vorj long development, a & we have seen (sees. 
46; 53, 120, 250), the magistrate either retained priestly func¬ 
tions or was dominated by rules which the prifest declared and of 
which the priest was tne custodian. 

• * 

1420. Thus the early law of Rome was little more than a body of techni¬ 
cal religious rules, a sys'-tnn of means for obtaining iodividu, i rights through 
the proper parrying out of certain religious formula) .’see. 250); and it 
marked the beginning of the movement of Ro'man 1. w towards a broad 
and equitable system of justice when Jhesi' rul <s ot procedure were 
changed from sacerdotal secrets into published lav, by the publication ot 
the Twelve Tables. 

1421. 3. Adjudication. —One of the busiest and one of the 
most useful, because watchful, open-minded, and yet conserva¬ 
tive, makers of Law urder all systems 1 as been the magistrate, 
the Judge. It is he who in his -decisions recognizes and adopts 
Custom, and so gives it the decisive support of the public power; 
it is he who shapes written enactments into suitability to indi¬ 
vidual cases and thus gives them due flexibility and a free devel¬ 
opment. He is the authoritative voice of the community in 
giving specific application to its Law: and in doing this he ne¬ 
cessarily becomes, because an interpreter, also a maker of Law. 
Whether deliberately or unconsciously, in expounding and ap¬ 
plying he moulds and expands the Law. It is his legitimate 
function to read Law in the light of his own sober and eonsci- 
entious judgment as to what is reasonable and just in custom, 
what practicable, rational, nr equitable*in legislation. 

1422. Tt is *this ‘ judge-made ’ law which is to be found, and is there¬ 
fore so diligerttly. sought for, in the innumerable law Reports cited in our 
courts, Except under extraordinary circumstances, our courts and those 
> of England, will always follow decisions rendered in similar cases by 
ciAirts of equal jurisdiction in the same state. X fortiori do they follow 
the decisions of the Jiighest courts: by th<^c they are in a sense bound. 
In the courts of the continerft of Europe, oi the othephand, decisions are 
listened to as i important expressions of opinion,, but not as conclusive 
aifthority : are heard much gs our own courts or those of England hear 
the decisions of courts of other states acting under like laws or similar 
circumstances. 1 

1423/ 4. Eqfoitjf. —Equity too is judge-made Law; but it is 
mado, not in interpretation of, but in addition to, the laws which 
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already exist. The Vnost conspicuous types of such Law are the, 
decisions of the Roman Praetor (sec?. 258-260) and those of fee 
English Chancellor (sec. 847). These decisions were nfeant to give 
relief where existing law afforded none. The Praetor declared, for 
instance, that he would allow certain lels formal processes than 
had hitherto been permitted to secure rights of property or of con¬ 
tract, of marriage or of control, etc. The English Chancellor, in 
like manner, as keeper of the king’s judicial conhcienpe, supplied 
remedies in cases’'for whifih the*Common Law had ho adequate 
processes, and thus relieved suitors of any hardship^' Ijhey might 
otherwise have suffered from the fixity or excessive formality of , 
the Commofi Law, and enabled them in maffy things to obtain 
their substantial rights rnthout technical difficulty. 

1424. After the official decree^, of the l’rsetors had been codified by 

the Prsetor Salvius lulianus, in the time of the Emperor Hadrian, and 
still more after they had been embodied in the Code of Justinian, the. 
Corpus Juris Civilis, the Prajtor’s ‘ equity ’ became as rigid and deter¬ 
minate as the law which it had been its function to mend and ameliorate. 
In the same manner, our own state <y>des, many of which have fused 
law and equity in the same courts and under common forms of procedure 
(sec. 1104), have given equity the sanction and consequently the fixity of 
written law. The English Judicature Act, also, of 1873, merging, as it 
does, the common-law and equity courts into a single homogeneous sys¬ 
tem (sec. 920), shows at least that a strong tendency fa the same direction 
exists in England. The adjustments of Equity are less needed now that 
legislation is constantly active in mending old and creating ne\% law and, 
when necessary, now procedure. • 

1425. In the same case with Equity must be classed /he numerous no- 
called ‘fictitious actions’ which were the invtntion of the common-law 
courts and which, by means of imaginary suitors or imaginary transac¬ 
tions, duly recorded as if'- real, enabled ’things to be done atid rights 
acquired which woujd have befcn impossible under any genuine process 
of the Common Law. 

* i 

1426. S'. Scientific Discussion. — Thti carefully formed opinions 
of learned text-writers have? often been accepted as decisive of 
the Law: more often under the Roman system, however, than 
under our own (sees. 273-277), though even wc have our Cokes, 
our Blackstones, 'our,Storys, and our Rents'^whpm Sjir courts 
hear with the greatest possible respect. "It is the proper func-' 
tion of legal science to interpret,the law, not piecemeal, as the 
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courts must, but in such way as to bring all jits parts to their full 
development as doetime and to their complete adjustment as 
members of a living system of thought and pfactiee; to give the 
law system, study the conditions and forms of its genesis sfnd 
development, and assist eoufts and legislatures alike in their 
functions of adaptation and creation. 

1427. 6. ^Legislation. —That deliberate formulation of new 
Law to which .the* name Legislation is given > • , for us of the 
modern tjke, the most familiar a:» well a# the most prolific 
source of law. For us* Legislation is the work of representa¬ 
tive bodies almost exclusively; but representatio:* is no part 
of the essential character of the legislative act. Absolute mag¬ 
istrates or kings have in all stages of P h’story been, under one 
System or another, makers of laws. AV nether acting under the 
sanction of custom or under the* more artificial arrangements of 
highly developed constitutions, father or praetor, king or archon 
has been a lawgiver. So, too, the assemblies of free men which, 
alike in Greece and in Rome, constituted the legislative autbpri y 
were not representative, bjit primary bodies, like the Lands 
gemeinden of the smaller Swiss cantons. 

1428. Representation came in with the Germans; and with the 
critical development of institutions which the modern world has 
seen many new phases of Legislation have appeared. Modern 
law has brought forth those great private corporations whose 
bye-lava are produced by what may very fitly be called private 
legislative actiftn. We have, too, on the .• ame model, chartered 
governments, *with legislatures acting under special grants of 
law-making power (secs. 1024, 1088, 1089, 1092, 1309). Legis¬ 
lation has had and is having a notable. development, and is now 
’the jalmost’exclusive means of the formulation of new Law. 
Custom of the older sort, which gave us the great Common Law, 
has been in large part superseded by acTs of legislation^ Religion 
stands apart, giving law only to jibe eoi science; Adjudication is 
beiilg more and more restricted by codification; Equity .is being 
merged in the rqain body of the Law by enactment; Scientific 
Discussion now .does hardly more than collate cases: all means 
of formulating L$,w t jnd to be swallowed up in the one great, 
deep, and broadening source, Legislation. 
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1429. Custom agaiji. — Custom at last enters'again, with a 
new aspect and a new method. After judges have become the 
acknowledged and*authoritative mouthpieces of Equity and of 
th4 interpretative adaptation of customary or enacted Law; after 
scientific writers havfs b&en admitted to power in the systematic 
elucidation tyid development of legal principles; even •after the 
major part of all law-making has fallen to the deliberate action 
of legislatures, given ‘liberal commission to dot fpi the commu¬ 
nity, Custom still ^Maintains a prgsidfng and even antynperative 
part in legal history. It is Custom, th4 silent and unconcerted 
but none the less prevalent movement, that is, of the common 
thought and action of a community, which recognizes changes of 
circumstance which judges would not, without its sanction, feel,, 
or be, at liberty to regard in the application of old enactments,* 
and which legislators have failed to give effect to, by repeal or 
new enactment. Laws become obsolete because silent but observ¬ 
ant and imperative Custom makes evident the deadness of their 
letter, the inapplicability of their provisions. Custom, too, 
never ceases to build up practices legal in their character and yet 
wholly outside formal Law, constructing even, in its action on 
Congresses and Parliaments, great parts of great constitutions 
(secs. 871, 1326, 1334, 1335). It constantly maintains the great 
forces of precedent and opinion which daily work theirr.will, 
under every form of government, upon both the contents and the 
administration of Law. Custom is Habit under anothes name; 
and Habit in its growth, while it continually adjusts itself to 
the standard fixed in formal Law, also slowly cfimpels formal 
Law to conform to its abiding influences. Habit rfiay be said to 
be the great Law within which laws spring up. Laws caniextend 
but a very little way beyond‘its limits. They maf help if. to * 
gradual extensions of its sphere and to slow modifications of its 
practices, but they cannot force it abr*ptly or disregard it at all 
with impunity. 

I .. 

1430. The history of France during the present century affords a 
noteworthy example of these principles in the field of constitutional law. 
There we have witnessed this singular and instructivf spectacle t $ people 
nfade democratic in thought by the operatioif of a speculative political 
■ philosophy has adopted constitution after constitution created ifi the 
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exact image of't. t •.h<’i ght But they had, to begin with, absolutely no 
•democratic habit, - w. democratic custom. Gradually that habit has 
grown, fostered amidst the developments of local self-direction; and 
the democratic thong.:, t.su> penetrated, wearing the body of practice, its 
only vehicle to such minds, to^ the rural jjopulace. Constitutions and 
custom have thus advanced to meet one another, — const it -.lions com pc’led 
to adopt precedent rattier than doctrine as their oasis, t 1 pught, practical 
experience rather than the abstract conceptions < f phili sophy ; and habit 
constrained to \pc ewe the suggestions of written law. how, therefore, in 
the language oi one of her*uwn writers^ France bps constitution the 
most sunlmary in its text” r (leaviftg most room, tlia- is, for adjustments), 
“the mi$tcustomary in Us application, tlie mo natural outcome of our 
manners and of the force of circumstances” tj»at sin- lias jet possessed. 1 
lifttitutions too theoretical in their basis to livi at fiist, hfjve nevertheless 
furnished an atmosphere for the French lnind and habit: that atmosphere 
t has affected the life of France, — that life ' ne atmosphere. The result 
some day to be reached will be normal liberty, political vitality and vigor, 
civil virility. 

1431. Typical Character of Homan and English Law. — Roman 
law and English law are peculiar among the legal systems o+ 
western Europe for the freedom and individuality of their devel¬ 
opment. Home’s jus civile was, indeed, deeply modified through 
the influence of the jus gentium; it received its philosophy from 
Greece, and tc»k some color f ropi a hundred sources; and English 
law,’Respite thc^ isolation of its island home, received its jury 
system and many another suggestion from the Continent, and has 
been mjicl), even if unconsciously, affected in its development by 
the all-powerful law of Rome. EujjEifglish and Roman law alike 
have been mush less touched and colored than other systems by 
outside influences, and have presented to the world what may be 
taken ap a picture of the natural, the normal, untrammelled evo¬ 
lution of law. • 

ll32. The Order of Legal Development. — As tested by the his¬ 
tory of these systems, tjje order in Which I have placed the 
Sources of Law is seen'to he by no jneaus a fixecl order of histori¬ 
cal sequence. * Custom is^ indeed, the earliest fountain of Law, 
but Religion is a contemporary, an equally prolific, and in some 
stages of .national development an almost identical source; Ad- 
. judication coihe’s *alnifjht as early as authority itself, and from a 

1 Albert Sorel, Montesquieu (Am. trans.),-pp. 200, 201. 
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very antique time go|s hand in hand with Equity. Only Legis-, 
lation, the conscious and deliberate origination of Law, and Sci¬ 
entific Discussion,'the reasoned development of its ^principles, 
await an advanced stage of growth in the body politic to assert 
their influence in laW-making. In Roihe, Custom was hardly 
separable frojn Religion, and hid the knovtUedge of its principles 
in the breasts of a privileged sacerdotal class; hmong jjhe English, 
on the contrary, Custom was declared in follf-mfiot by the voice 
of the people, — a^possibly it had been among the ancestors of 
the Romans. In both Rome and England there was £d£ed to the 
influence of the magistrate who adopted and expanded Custom 
in his judgments the influence of the magistrate (PrsetoV or 
Chancellor) who gave to «Law the flexible principles and practices 1 
of Equity. And in both, Legislation eventually became the only 
source of Law. * 

1433. But in Rome Legislation grew up under circumstances 
entirely Roman, to which English history can afford no parallel. 
Eom£ gave a prominence to scientific discussion such as never 
gladdened the hearts of philosophical lawyers in England. The 
opinions of distinguished lawyers were given high, almost conclu¬ 
sive, authority in the" courts; and when the days of codification 
came, great texts as well as great statutes ancf decrees were 
embodied in the codes of the Empire. The legislation iff the 
popular assemblies, which Englishmen might very easily have 
recognized, was superseded in the days of the Empire by impe¬ 
rial edicts and imperial^codes 'such as the history of English legis¬ 
lation nowhere shows; and over the formulation 8f these codes 
and edicts great jurists presided. The only thing in English 
legal practice that affords* a parallel to the influence of lawyers 
in Rome is the cumulative authority of judicial opinions. That 
extraordinary body of precedent, which has become as much a 
part of the, substance of English law Its are the statutes of the 
realm, may be considered the‘contribution of the legal profession 
to the law of England. 

• 1434. Savigny w t ould have us seek in the history 4f every people for a 
childhood in which lawt is full of pietur&squE*- complexities, » period of 
fctrm for form’s sake and of symbols possessed of mystic significance; 

• a period of adolescence in which a special class of •practical jurists make 
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their appearanpe and law begins to receive a.conscious development; a 
full young manhoi d in vhWi legislation plies a lusy work of legal expan¬ 
sion and improvement; ami &n_old age amusing i^elf with external and 
arbitrary changes in legal systems, and finally killed by the letter of the 
law. 1 

1435. The Forces Operative in the Development of Law. — The 

forces that create and develop law are thin, seen lt> be the same 
as those which are^operative in national .and political develop¬ 
ment. If j,that development bring forth monarchical forms of 
government, if the circumstances anndst whic. a people’s life is 
cast eradicate habits of local self-rule and e^ablish Irbits of sub¬ 
mission to a single central authority set over a compacted state, 
that central authority alone will formulate and give voice to Law. 
‘If, on the other hand, the national devt-'opment be so favorably 
cast that habits of self-reliance and self-rule are fostered and con¬ 
firmed among the people, along with an active jealousy of any too 
great concentration of only partially responsible power, Law will 
more naturally proceed, through one instrumentality or another, 
from out the nation: voxlegis, vox populi. But in the one'ease 
hardly less than in the other* Law will express, not the arbitrary, 
self-originative will of the man or body of men by whom it is for¬ 
mulated, but such rules as the body of the nation is prepared by 
reason of its habits and fixed preferences to accept. The func¬ 
tion of the fraifiers of Law is a function of interpretation, of 
formulation rather than of origination: no step that they can 
take successfully can lie fm apart frsm the lines along which 
tl\e national ^ife has run. Law is the.creation, not of indi¬ 
viduals, hut of the special needs, the special opportunities, the 
special perils or'misfortunes of communities. No ‘law-maker’ 
,mgy fo?ce upon a people Law which his not in some sense been 
suggested to'him by the circumstances or opinions of the nation 
for whom he acts. Jlulers, in all states alike, exercise the sov¬ 
ereignty of the community, hut cannot exercise any otfher. The 
conynunity may supinely acquiesce in the power arrogated to 
himself by the magistrate? but it can in no case really mhke him 
independent of itself. 

1 BlkntschH, (xescAichte <der neueren Staatawiaaenachaft, ed. 1881, pp. £27, 
628. . 
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1436. Here again Emnee famishes our best illustration. We have a 
vivid confirmation of C.ie truths stated in such an event as the establish¬ 
ment of the SeconiJ Empire. The French people were not duped by 
Louis Napoleon. The facts were simply these. They were‘keenly con¬ 
scious that they were making a failure of the self-government which they 
were just then attemptingthey wante'd order«and settled rule in place of 
fear of revolution and the certainty of turbulent politics; and 1 they took 
the simplest, most straightforward and evident means of getting what they 
wanted. The laws of Napoleon were in a very real sepse Jheir tiwn creation. 

1437. The Powetf of the Community must be behiuft. Law. — 

The law of some particular state may seJm to be the command of 
a minority only of those who compose the state: it may even in 
form utter oniy the will of a single despot; b*t in reality Jaws 
which issue from the arbitrary or despotic authority of the few . 
who occupy the central seats of the state can never be given full* 
effect unless in one form or another the power of the community 
be behind them. Whether it be an active power organized to 
move and make itself prevalent or a mere inert power lying pas¬ 
sive ejs a vast immovable buttress to the great structure of abso¬ 
lute authority, the power of the community must support law or 
the law must be without effect. The bayonets of a minority can¬ 
not long successfully seek out the persistent disobediences of the 
majority. The majority must acquiesce or the law* must be null. 

1438. This principle is strikingly illustrated in the inefflcacy of the 

English repressive laws in Ireland. The consent of the Irish community 
is not behind them, though the strength of England is; and they fait 
utterly, as all laws must which lack at least the passive acquiescence of 
those whom they concern. * 

1439. There can be no reasonable doubt th&t the power of Russia's 
Czar, vast and arbitrary as it seems, tlerives t its strength from the Russian 
people. It is not the Czar’l personal power; it is his power as*head .of 
the national church, Ms semi-sacred representative of the> race and its 
historical development and organization. Its roots run deep into the 
tenacious,^nourishing soil of immemorial habit. 'The Czar represents a 
history, not a caprice. Temporqry^ fleeting despots, like the first Napo¬ 
leon, lead nations by 'the ears, playing to their love of glory, to their sense 
of dignity and honor, to their ardor for achievement and their desire for 
order. 

f 

1440. Both a Mirrof of Conceptions ana an'Active Foice.— 

Looked at from an abstract point of view, Laty is a body of yrin- 
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ciples, and as »sueh constitutes a mirror of jthe prevalent concep¬ 
tions as to el In -a 1 standards and social relationships in the 
communities in which it is Accepted. But 2aw is also an active 
force, an expression of will. It is not merely a body of opinion; 
it is also*a body of practical* rules in Spei«,tion. It is operative 
in two ways. It exercises both an ethical and a .physical com¬ 
pulsion. It invoWes (1), an Ought, in proportion as it is received 
as just or expedient. It is a source of crtuvicl i-m and motive in 
proportion as it is accepted as^true. •This ethical force is its prin¬ 
cipal fores, its force fox* the majority. Tt is daily influential in 
moving men to do even what they conceive to he contrary to their 
individual interests. And this eVen when if is uyjust in parts, 
provided it be deemed sound and Just ,>s a whole. (2) For the 
minority, who do not yield to its mmol force or feel its moral 
compulsions, it involves a Mum't, and speaks harshly of the power 
of the state. That power is not great enough to venture to say 
‘You must ’ to a prevalent majority of any people. In cases of 
conquest, it is true, like that of the Normans in England, an 
actual physical eompulsion^may be operative for long periods to¬ 
gether even against a numerical majority, and the law may seem 
to possess an ethical force only for the minority. But generally 
the compulsion is confined tq the field of public law, in such 
casqp; and tlyxre are majorities in affairs which are to be 
reckoned, not by number, but by capacity. 

144J.. Homan Law an Example. — The law of Home affords in 
this respect an admirable ■•xample i of ‘the ’:oimal character of law. 
It was the fundamental thought of Boihan law that it was the 
will of the •Roman people. The political liberty of the Homan 
consisted in his memberjhip of the state and his consequent par¬ 
ticipation, •cither direct or indirefit, in the ^utterance of law. As 
an individual he was subordinated to the will of the 'state; but 
his own will as a ffee biygess was a of the state’s will: the 
state spoke his sovereignty. Ilp was an integral part of the 
organic community, hi^ own power found its realisation in 
the absolute potestas et majestas populi. This giant will of the 
people, speaking through the organs of the, state, constituted a 
very'absolute'jjlowe^ by which the individual was completely 
dominated; but individual rights were recognized in the equality 
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of the law, in its purpase to deal equally with high .and low, with 
strong and weak; ancr this was the IJoman - recognition of ind* 
vidual liberty. 

1442. The Power of Habit. — Legislators, those who exercise 

the sovereignty of a coin inanity, build upon the habit of‘their so- 
called ‘ subjects.’ If they be of the same race and sharers of the 
same history as those whom they rule, their accommodation of 
their acts to the national habit will be in large ipanfc unconscious: 
for that habit runs in, their oiyn veins as«vell as in tie viins of the 
people. If they be invaders or usurpers; they avoid cessing the 
prejudices or the long-abiding practices of the nation’ out of 
caution or prqdence. Ifi any Case their activity skims but the 
surface, avoids the sullen depths of the popular life. They work 
arbitrary decrees upon individuals, but they are balked of power 
to turn about the life of the mass v that they can effect only by 
slow and insidious measures which almost insensibly deflect the 
habits of the people into channels which lead away from old into 
new and different methods and purposes. The habit of the 
nation r is the material on which the legislator works; and its 
qualities constitute the limitations of his power. It is stubborn 
material, and dangerous. If he venture to despise it, it forces 
him to regard and humor it; if he.would put it to unaccustomed 
uses, it balks him; if he seek to force it, it will ^explode ii\, ins 
hands and destroy him. The sovereignty is not his, but only the 
leadership. ( 

1443. Law’s Utterance of Rational Character. There is no 
universal law, but for each nation a law of its own,»which bears 
evident marks of having been developed alolig with .the national 
character, which mirrors thp special lifecof the particular people 
whose political and social judgments it embodies (sec. 1431). 
The despot may be grossly arbitrary ; he may violate every prin¬ 
ciple of right in his application of th^.law to individuals; he 
may even suspend'all justice jn individual, cases; but the law, 
the principles which*he violates or follows at pleasure, he tabes 
from the people whom he governs, extracts from their habit 
and history. What ,he changes is the application'merely).not the 

«principles, of justice; afid he changes that |pplicati6n only* with 
reference to a comparatively small number of individuals whom 
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he specially picks opt for his enmity or displeasure. He cannot 
violently turn about the normal processes of ( the national law. 

1444. 'Germanic law. — We have in Germanic law an example 
of the influence of national character upon legal systems as con¬ 
spicuous as that affoiHed by Roman fawitself, an<l the example 
is all the more instructive when put al- ngside iof the Roman 
because <jf the sharpness of the contrasts between Roman and 
Germanic le^l conceptions. Although so like the Romans in 
practical*political sagacity and cortfmon-sed! legal capacity, the 
■ Germans* had very different conceptioi. • as to the basis and 
nature of law. Their law spoke > no sucji exaltation of the public 
power, and consequently no such yitense realization of organic 
unity. The individual German was, r*> to say, given play outside 
the law; his rights were not relative, but absolute, self-centered. 

It was the object of the public polity rather to give effect to 
individual worth and liberty than to build together a compact, 
dominant community. German law, therefore, took no thought 
for systematic equality, but did take careful thought ts leave 
room for the fullest possible assertion of that individuality which 
must inevitably issue in inequality. It was a flexible framework 
for the play of individual forces. It lacked the organic energy, 
the united,"triumphant strength of the Roman system; but it 
contained untold treasures of variety and of individual achieve¬ 
ment. It, no less than Roman law, rested broadly upon national 
char^bter; and it was to supply iq general European history 
what the Roman system could ifot contribute. 

.1445. Sovereignty: who gives Law 1 —If, then, law be a 
product of ‘national character, if the power of the community 
must*be behind it to give it efficac/, and the habit of the com- , 
nqmity in‘it to give it reality, where is thfe seat of sovereignty ? 
Whereabouts and^ in whom does sovereignty reside, and what 
is Sovereignty ? These* manifestly, are questions oi great scope 
and complexity, and yet questions central to a right understand¬ 
ing of the nature and genesis of law. It will be best to approach 
our answers to them by way of illustrations. , 

1446, In ^England, sovereignty is said to'rest with the legis- i 
lative power: with ’Parliament acting with the approval of the 
Cfbwn, or, not to discard an honored legal flbtion, with the Crown 
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acting with the assentjjof Parliament. Whatever a!h Act of Par¬ 
liament prescribes is law, even though*it contravene every prin? 
ciple, constitutional*or .only of private right, recognized before 
the passage of the Act hs inviolable. Such is the theory. The 
well-known fact is, th'at Parliament dare*do nothing t"hat will 
even seem to,contravene principles held tp be sacred'in the 
sphere either of constitutional privilege or private rightj Should 
Parliament violate such** principles, their actiofi Would be repu¬ 
diated by the nation* their will, failing to become infixed law, 
would pass immediately into the limbo o'f things repealed; Par¬ 
liament itself would be purged of its offending members. Parlia¬ 
ment is master, can utter valid commands, otfly so far as‘it 
interprets, or at least doef. not cross, the wishes of the people. 
Whether or not it be possible to say with the approval of those 
who insist upon maintaining the •rules of a strict abstract logic 
that the sovereignty of Parliament is limited de jure, that is, in 
law, it is manifestly the main significant truth of the case that 
parliamentary sovereignty is most imperatively limited de facto, 
in fact. Its actual power is not a whit broader for having a free 
field in law, so long as the field in which it really moves is fenced 
high about by firm facts. 

1447. Again, it is said, apparently with a quite'close regard 
for the facts, that in Russia sovereignty is lodged *vith the Gzar, 
the supreme master “ of all the Russias.” That his will is law 
Siberia attests and Nihilism recognizes. But is there no d» facto 
limitation to his supremacy ? How far could he go'in the direc¬ 
tion of institutional construction ? How far could he succeed in 
giving Russia at once and out of hand the institution's, and Rus¬ 
sians the liberties, of the Ynited State!and its people? »How 
far would such a gift «be law ? • Only so far as life answered *to 
its word of command. Onl^ so far as Russian habit, schooled by 
centuries of <obedieijce to a bureaucracy, dbuld and would respond 
to its invitation. On]y so far, in,a word, a§ the ne\y institutions 
were accepted. The measure of the Gear’s sovereignty is tfie 
habit of his people; and not their habit only, tyit their humor 
also, and the humor'of ljis officials. His concessions to the rest- 
'less spirit of his army, to the prejudices of *his court, and to the 
temper of the mass of-his subjects, Ijis means of keeping this side 
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assassination *or revolution, nicely mark ihe boundaries of his 
ttovereignty. 

1448. Sovereignty, therefore, as ideally ‘conceived in legal 
theory, nowhere actually exists. The Sovereignty which does 
exist is Something mnch mflre vital, — tlftmgh, like most living 
things, much less easily conceived. It is the will of an organized 
independent community, whether that wi.l speak in acquiescence 
merely, or in/mtiVe creation of the forces and ( inditions of poli¬ 
tics. Tlji kings or parltemepts who server s its vehicles utter 
it, but they do not pos^eis it. Soveieig > ty resides-in the com¬ 
munity ; but its organs, whether those organs be supreme mag¬ 
istrates, busy legislatures, or subtile privileged classes, are as 
various as the conditions of historic^ growth. 

1449. Certain Legal Conceptions Universal. — The correspond¬ 
ence of law with national character, its basis in national habit, 
does not deprive it of all universal characteristics. Many com¬ 
mon features it does wear among all civilized peoples. As the 
Romans found it possible to put together, from the dive k rsi >d 
systems of law existing aiqpng the subject peoples of the Mediter¬ 
ranean basin, a certain number of general maxims of justice out 
of which to construct the foundations of their jus gentium, so may 
jurists to-day discover in all systems of law alike certain common 
moral judgments, a certain evidence of unity of thought regarding 
the greater principles of equity. There is a common legal con¬ 
science in mankind. 

, 1460. Thps, for example, the safrednes* of human life; among all 

Aryan nations at least, the sanctity of the nearer family relationships ; in 
all systems at all developed, the plainer principles of * mine ’ and ‘ thino ’; 
thembligation of promises'; many obvioua duties of man to man suggested 
by the universal moral consciousnes^of the race, receive recognition under 
all systems alike. Sometimes resemblances between systems the most 
widely separated i:i time jnd space run tran into Aeremonial details, such 
as the emblematic transfer of property, and into iSany iteihs of personal 
^right and obligation. 

1451. Law wid Ethics. — It by no means follows, however, 
that bec&use law thus embodies the moral, judgments of * the 
raetfdn "man^ points if personal relation*and individual conduct, 
it w to be considered a sort of positive, concrete Ethics, — Ethics 
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crystallized into definite commands towards wniciuthe branch of 
culture which we call ' Ethics ’ stands .related as theory to pra 9- 
tice. Ethics conceAs .the whole wdlk and conversation -of the 
individual; it touches tehe rectitude of each man’s life, the truth 
of his dealings with Ms dwn eonscifence, the whole substance of 
character and conduct, righteousness both ^f act and of mental 
habit. Law, on the other hand, concerns only man’s life in 
society. It not only cfln fines itself to controEing, the outward 
acts of men; it limits itselfi. to thpse particular acts df man to 
man which can be regulated by the publift authority, which it has 
proved practicable to regulate in accordance with uniform rules 
applicable to all alike and in arf equal degree, it does not essay 
to punish untruthfulness $£ such, it only annuls contracts ob¬ 
tained by fraudulent misrepresentation and makes good such 
pecuniary damage as the deceit may have entailed. It does not 
censure ingratitude or any of the subtler forms of faithlessness, 
it only denounces its penalties against open and tangible acts of 
dishonesty. It does not assume to be the guardian of men’s char¬ 
acters, it only stands with a whip for ,those who give overt proof 
of bad character in their dealings with their fellow-men. Its limi¬ 
tations are thus limitations both of kind and of degree. It ad¬ 
dresses itself to the regulation of outward conduct Vrnly: that is 
its limitation of kind; and it regulates outward conduct onk/ so 
far as workable and uniform rules can be found for its regulation: 
that is its limitation of degree. * 

1452. Mala Prohibita. — Law thus plays the rtile neither of 
conscience nor of Providence. More than this, it Allows stand- 

l 

ards of policy only, not absolute standards of right? and wrong. 
Many things that are wroig, even witlfin the sphere of asocial 
conduct, it does not prohibit; many things not wror& in thejh- 
selves it does prohibit. It thus creates, as it were, a new class 
of wrongs, j;elative % to itsell alone: mods, proliibita, things wrong 
because forbidden. In keeping .the commands of .the state re¬ 
garding things fairly to be called morally indifferent in them¬ 
selves men are guided by their legal conscience Spciety rests 
upon obedience to ,the laws: laws determine the rules bf social 
'convenience as well as of social right and* wrong; and it "is as 
necessary for the perfecting of social relationships that the rifles 
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of convenience be obeyed as it is that obedience be rendered to 
those which toucu more vital matters of conduct. 

I 

• 

1463. Thus it cannot be said to be inherency wrong for a man to fharry 
bis deceased wife’s sis|pr ; but if the laws,'seeking what may be esteemed 
to be a purer order of family relationships, forbid such a marriage, it 
becomes malum prohibitum: it is wrong because il’egai.’ 

1454. t It would certainly not be wrong for a trustee to buy the trust 
estate underlie Control if he did so in goou faith and on terms manifestly 
advantageous to tire persdns in whose' interest An held it; but it is con- 
, trary to#rise public policy that such purchases -should be allowed, because 
a trustee would bave too many opportunities for vnfait dealing in such 
transactions. Tbe law will under no circutnstances bold the sale of a 

* ' a 

trust estate to the trustee valid. Such purchases, however good the faith 
in which they are made, are mala prohibit! 

1466. Or take, as another example, police regulations whose only 
objeot is to serve the convenience of society in crowded cities. A street 
parade, with bands and banners and men in uniform is quite harmless and 
is immensely pleasing to those who love the glitter of epaulettes and brass 
buttons and the blare of trumpets; but police regulations must see to it 
that city streets are kept clear for the ordinary daily movement^ of the 
busy city population, and tciparade without license is malum prohibitum. 

1456. In all civilized state? law has long since abandoned 
attempts to ' regulate conscience or opinion; it would find it, 
too,* both fruitless and unwise to essay any regulation of con¬ 
duct, however reprehensible in itself, which did not issue in 
definite and tangible acts of injury $o others. But it does seek 
to command the outward con duet* of men in their palpable deal¬ 
ings with eScli other in society. Law is the mirror of active, 
organic political life. It may be and is instructed by the ethical 
judgments of the comifiunity, but its* own province is not dis¬ 
tinctively bthical; it may regard* religious.iprinciple, but it is not 
a code of religion. Ethics has l>een called the science of the 
well-being of man, law*the science of his tight cavil conduct. 
Ethics concerns the "development of character; religion, the 
development of man’s j^lation with God; law, the development 
of men’s relations to each other in society. Ethics, says u Mr. 
Sidgwick, “is.connected with politics go far as the well-being 
of dn'y individual man is bound up with the well-being of his 
society.” 
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1457. International ILaw. — The province of International Law 
may be described as a province half-way between the province 
of morals and the province of positive law. It is law without 
a fdrceful sanction. mere is no earthly power of which all 
nations are* subjects;*thdre is no power,#therefore, to' enforce 
obedience to rules of conduct as between nation and nation. In- 

t r 

ternational Law is, moreover, a law which rests upon those un- 
eodified, unenacted pririciples of right action, Of justice, and of 
consideration which v-have set universally obtained the ^assent of 
men’s consciences, which have so universal an acceptance in the 
moral judgments of men everywhere, that they have been styled 
Laws of Nature (secs. 275-271), but which have atiearer kinship to 
ethical maxims than to po|itive law. “ The law of nations,” says 
Bluntschli, “is that recognized universal Law of Nature which 
binds different states together in« a humane jural society, and 
which also secures to the members of different states a com¬ 
mon protection of law for their general human and international 
rightSj” 1 Its only formal and definite foundations, aside from 
the conclusions of those writers why, like Grotius and Yattel, 
have given to it distinct statements of what they conceived to 
be the leading, the almost self-evident principles of the Law of 
Nature, are to be found in the tseaties by which states, acting 
in pairs or in groups, have agreed to be bound iij, their relations 
with each other, and in such principles of inteiyiafcional action as 
have found their way into the statutes or the established judicial 
precedents of enlightened individual states. More* and more, in¬ 
ternational conventions have come to recognize in tiheir treaties 
certain elements of right, of equity, and of* comity us settled, as 
always to be accepted in transactions between nations. Th# very. 
jealousies of European nations have contributed to swell the body 
of accepted treaty principles. As the practice of concerted action 
by the states of the contineht of Europe# concerning all questions 
of large interest, the practice «of holding*great Congresses like 
those of *yienna in l$5l5, of Paris in 185(5, and of Berlin in 1878, 
has grown into the features of a custom, so has the body of prin¬ 
ciples which are practically of universal recognition increased. 
Intentional Law, says' Dr. Bulmerincq, “ Vs the totality of legal 
«'* Das Volkerrecht, sec. I. 
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rules and institutions’ "which have developed, themselves touching 
the relations of si itcs to uue another.” 1 ^ 

1458. international Law *is, therefore,lno\ law at all in the 
strictest sense of the term. It is not, as J whole, the will of liny 
state: tliere is no authority set abovd th% nations whose com¬ 
mand it is. In one Mpeet, the aspect of 1 iuntsehji’s definition, 
it is simply the bddy of rules, developed oi.o of the common moral 
judgments of JBhe*race, which ought to govern nations in their 
dealings.Vith each othei\ looked*at front another, from Dr. 
BulmerineKj’s, point of 4uew, it is nothin, more than a general¬ 
ized statement of the rules which nations have actually recognized 
in their treaties »with one another, made from time to time, and 
which by reason of such precedents^*- coming more and more 
’ into matter-of-course acceptance. 


1459. These rules concern the conduct of war, diplomatic intercourse, 
the rights of citizens of one country living under the dominion of anot! er, 
jurisdiction at sea, etc. Extradition principles are settled almost always 
by specific agreement between country and country, as are also commer¬ 
cial arrangements, fishing rights, and all similar matters not of universal 
bearing. But even in such matters example added to example is turning 
nations in the direction of uniform principles; such, for instance, as 
that political offences shall not be included among extraditable crimes, 
unless they' involve ordinary cl'imes of a very heinous nature, such 
&y> murder, t 


1460. Laws of Nature and Laws of the State. — The analogy 
between political laws, the laws which' spc.k the will of the state, 
and natural laws, the laws which express the orderly succession 
of events in nature, has often been dwelt upon, and is not without 
instructive significance., In the one set of laws as in the other, 
there is, it would seem, a uniform prescription as to the opera¬ 
tion of the'forces that make for life. The analogy is most in¬ 
structive, however; whe^e it fails: it is more instructive, that is, 
to note the contrasts between the laws of natu’re and laws of the 
state than to note such likeness as exists between thejn. The 
contrasts rather than th? resemblances serve to make evident the 
real nature of political regulation. “ Whenever we have made 

* Dm V'olkerrecht (in-*Marquardsen’s Mandbuch, Vol. I.), sec. I. af the 
monograph. 
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out by careful and repeated observation,” says Professor Huxley, 
“that something is always the cause of a certain effect, or thit 
certain events alwdyst take place irf the same order, we speak of 
the 1 truth thus discovered as a law of nature. Thus it is a law 
of nature that anything heavy falls'to the ground if it is unsup* 
ported. . . . But the laws of nature are f not the causes of the 
order of nature, but only our way of stating as 1 much as we have 
made out of that order.' Stones do not fall to the yround in con¬ 
sequence of the lawsjust stated, a$ pedple sometimes Carelessly 
say; but the law is a way of asserting thit which invariably hap¬ 
pens when heavy bodies at the surface of the earth, stones among 
the rest, are frpe to move.” Whatever analogies may exist between 
such generalized statements'of physical fact and the rules in ac* 
cordance with which men are constrained to act in organized civil 
society it may be profitable for the curious carefully to inquire 
into. What it is most profitable for the student of politics to 
observe is the wide difference between the two, which Professor 
Huxley very admirably states as follows: “ Human law consists 
of commands addressed to voluntary Events, which they may obey 
or disobey; and the law is not rendered null and void by being 
broken. Natural laws, on the other hand, are not commands,, 
but assertions respecting the invariable order of nature; and they 
remain law only so long as they can be shown to express «that 
order. To speak of the violation or suspension of a law of nature 
is an absurdity. All that the phrase can really mean is that, 
under certain circumstances, tfee assertion contained in the law is 
not true; and the just conclusion is, not that the orher of nature 
is interrupted, but that we have made a mistake instating that 
order. A true natural lavs.is a universal rule, and, as sueh, ad-' 
mits of no exception.” 1 In brief, human choice enters into Ijhe 
law of thd state, whereas from natural law that choice is alto¬ 
gether exelpded: it is dominated by fixed necessity. Human 
choice, indeed, enters every pari qf political law to modify it. It 
is the elcpient of change; and it has gi^pn to the growth of law 
a variety, a variability, and an irregularity which no ether power 
could have impartqd. 

1 These passages are taken from Professor ifuxley’s Science -fVfnter, 
Introductory. 
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1461. Limitations Political law. — \le Lave tLus laid bare 
<b our view some of the msst instructive characteristics of politi¬ 
cal law. *The laws of nature formulate iefteets invariably pro¬ 
duced by forces of course adequate to pro luce them; but behind 
political laws there is tiot always a forie adequate to produce the 
efEects tfhich they arp designed to produce. The fprce, the sanc¬ 
tion, as jujists say, which lies behind the iaws < 1 the state is the 
organized arnjfed $ower of the community: compulsion raises its 
arm against the man who*refvees to obey (se* 1387,1440). But 
the public* power may ifleep, may be mat' eutive to breaches of 
law, may suffer itself to be bribed, may be outwitted, or thwarted: 
lafirs are not always ‘enforced.’ 'This element of weakness it is 
which opens up to us one aspect at le^t of the nature of Law. 
Law is no more efficient than the state whose will it utters. The 
law of Turkey shares all the irrfperfections of the Turkish power; 
the laws of England bespeak in their enforcement the efficacy of 
English government. Good laws are of no avail under a bad gov¬ 
ernment; a weak, decadent state may speak the highest purposes 
in its statutes and yet do the worst things in its actual admin¬ 
istration. Commonly, however, law embodies the real purposes 
of the state, and its enforcement is a matter of administrative 
capacity or of concerted power»simply. 

1462. Public Law. —The two great divisions under which law 
may best be studied are those: (1) Public Law, (2) Private Law. 
Public law is that which immediately concerns the existence, 
the structure. 1 the function.,, and the methous of the state. Taken 
in. its full scope, it jmeludes not only what we familiarly know 
as constitutional law, but also what is known as administrative 
law, & well as all civil procedure in the courts and all criminal 
lay. In Brief, it is that portion of law, which determines a 
state’s own character and its relations to its citizens. * 

1463. Private Law. -^Private law, on the pther h#md, is that 
portion of positive lafv which secures tc the, citizen his rights as 
against the other citizep of the state. It seeks to effedt justice 
between individual and individual; its sphere is the sphere of 
individual right and duty, 

■ 1464. It is to the Romans that we are indebted for a first partial fecog- 

nition of this important division in the province of Law, though latei 

. ’ * .i 
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times have given a deferent basis to this distinction. *1 say 1 indebted ' 
because the distinction between public and private law has the moat 
immediate connectiensiwith individual f liberty. Without it, we have the 
slate of affairs that exited in Greece, where there was no sphere which 
was not the state’s (secs. 1482-1484) ; and where the sphere of, the state’s 
relations to the individual* was as wide as th’e sphere of the law itself. 
Individual ltyerly can exist only where it is recognized that there are 
rights which the state does not create, but only secuies. 

t 

1465. Jurisprudence. — Jurisprydenee is a term of Kjuch lati¬ 
tude, but when used strictly must be taken to mean the Science 
of Law. The science of law is complete only when it has laid 
bare botli^thp nature and the genesis of law: the nature of law 
must be obscure until its genesis and the genesis of the con¬ 
ceptions upon which it is based have been explored; and that 
genesis is a matter, not of logical analysis, but of history.- Many 
writers upon jurisprudence, therefore, have insisted upon the 
historical method of study as the only proper method. They 
have ^sought in the history of society and of institutions to dis¬ 
cover the birth and trace the development of jural conceptions, 
the growths of practice which have expanded into the law of 
property or of torts, the influences which have contributed to the 
orderly regulation of man’s conduct in society. 

1466. In the hands of another school of writers,ihowever, juris¬ 
prudence has been narrowed to the dimensions of a science of law 
in its modern aspects only. They seek to discover, by amanaly- 
sis of law in its present fujd development, the" rights which 
habitually receive legal recognition and the methbds by whidn 
states secure to their citizens their rights, and enforce upon them 
their duties, by positive rules backed by the abundant sanction 
of the public power, In their view, not only is the history of 
law not jurisprudence, but, except to a very limited extent, it is 
not even tl\e material of jurisprudence. <* Its ihaterial is law as it 
at present exists. The histocy of that law is only a convenient 
light in*yvhich the real content and purpose of existing law ntay 
be made plainer to the analyst. The conclusions of ijhese writers 
are* subject to an eyident limitation, therefore. Their analysis of 
law,being based upon ‘existing legal systlrms {done and tdking 
the fully developed Jaw for granted, can be applied to law in 1 the 
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earlier stages "of soci ty only by careful nAxlifieation, only by a 
lfiore Or less Subtl' aild ingenious-annominnllatinri of t/hp mennincr 
of its terns. 

1467. Historical jurisprudence alone, -I a science of law, £hat 

is, constructed by means of*the historical analysis of law and 
always Squaring its conclusions with the 1 istory qf society, can 
serve the # objects*of the student of politics. r, 'he processes 
analytical jurisprudence, however, having been conducted by 
minds of .the greatest subtlety, and atutenesi* ,erve a very useful 
purpose t irf supplying a logical structure oi thought touching full- 
grown systems of law. , t 

1468. The Analytical Account ot Law. — In the thaffght of the 
analytical school every law is a com 01500 , “an order issued by a 
superior to an inferior.” “Every positive law is ‘set by a sover¬ 
eign person, or sovereign body*of persons, to a member or mem¬ 
bers of the independent political society wherein that person or 
body of persons is sovereign or superior.’” In its terms, mani¬ 
festly, such an analysis applies only to times when the \%ill of 
the state is always spoken Jay a definite authority; not with the 
voice of custom, which proceeds no one knows whence; not with 
the voice of religion, which speaks to the conscience as well as 
to J;he outward life, and whose sanctions are derived from the 
unseen power of a supernatural being; nor yet with the voice of 
scientific diseussien, whose authors have no authority except that 
of clear reason; but with the distinct^,accents of command, with 
the voice of tile judge and the legislator. 

1469. Tlfe Analytical Account oi Sovereignty. —The analytical 
accent of sovereignty is .equally elear-qi.t and positive. Laws, “being 
• command^ emanate from a determinate source,” from a sovereign au¬ 
thority ; and analytical jurisprudence is very stfict and formal in its defi¬ 
nition of sovereignly. A sovereign •• is qdc rminate person, or body of 
persons, to whom the bdlk of the members of an,organiz*d community 
are in the haMt of rendering obedif;me and who ^re themselves not in the 
*habit of rendering obedience to any human superior.” It pillows, of 
coarse, that no organic immunity which is not independent can have a 
law of its own. ’The law of the more fuily develojjed English coionieJ, for 
ea^jnple, thjugqit is viade ‘by the enactment«of thtflr own parliaments, is 
not law by virtue of sifeh enactment, because those parliaments are In the 
Habit of being obsdient to the authorities in London and are not them- 
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selves sovereign. Tbe lovereignty which lies back of all'law in the cola 
nies is said to be the sovereignty of the parliament of England. 

1470. It would stem to follow that • our own federal authorities are 
sovereign. They are a leterminate body of persons to whom the bulk of 
the nation is habitually’obedient and who are themselves obedjent to no 
human superior. But then what of the auth&rity of the states in that 
great sphere of action which is altogether and beyond dispute their own 
(sec. 1091), which the federal authorities do not and cannot enter, within 
which their own people «are habitually obedient to tiheqi, aild in which 
they are not subject to any earthly superior £ It has been thejjiabit of all 
our greater writers Ind statesmen t& say yiat with us sovereignty is 
divided. But the abstract sovereignty of which the legal analyst speaks' 
is held to be indivisible: jj; must be whole. Analysis, therefore, is driven 
to say thV wp'th us sovereignty rests in its entirety tvvith that not vfc'ry 
determinate body of persons, the people of the United States, the powers 
of sovereignty resting with tlie state and federal authorities by delegation 
from the people. 

1471. The difficulty of applying tfie analytical account of sovereignty 
to our own law is in part avoided if law be defined as “ the command of 
an authorized public organ, acting within the sphere of its competence. 
Wh^t organs are authorized, and what is the sphere of their competence, 
is of course determined by the organic law of the state; and this law is 
the direct command of the sovereign.” 1 The only difficulty left by this 
solution is that of making room in our system for both a sovereign people 
of the single state and a sovereign people of the Union. 

* * , 

1472. Summary — Spoken first in the slow am? general twice 
of custom, Law speaks at last in the clear, the, multifarious, the 
active tongues of legislation. It grows with the growth ef the 
community^ It cannot outrun#,the conscience of the community 
and be real, it cannot ouflast its judgments and retain its force! 
It mirrors social advance. If it anticipate the development of 
the public thought, it must,wait until ttta common judgme*t and 
conscience grow up to, its standards before it can havtf life; if f it 
lag behind? the common judgment and conscience, it must become 
obsolete, an$ will come to tie more honowid in'the breach than in 
the observance. 

«• 

1 This definition I have taken the liberty of extracting from some very 
valuable notes on this chapter kindly furnished me by«Prof«js^r Monroe 
Smith, who upon this sftbjecj speaks authoritatively. . ( 



LAW : TTff N A TURF. AKR T>FVF,t.nPMF.WT. 


611 


SeVHKIL ReJ'HESKNTATIVE AUTHORITIES. 

A ustin, John, “Lecturer. on Jurisprudence, tlfe Philosophy of Positive 
Law,” 2 vols. I 

Bluntschli, J. C., “ Allgeftieines StaatsrechtN fith ed. Stuttgart, 1885. 

Horon, D. C., “Introduction to the History of Jurisprudence,” London, 
1880. • * 

Holland, T 1 ! E.^<‘ Elements of Jurisprudence ”* 4th e«t. Oxford, 1888. 

Holtzendorff, F. v., “ Encyklop'adie dej Re-.htswissenschaft,” Leipzig, 

. 1882.', j * 

Thering, k., “ Geist des Romischen Rechts.” 3 vois., Leipzig. 

Je[linek, Georg, “^esetz und Verord^ung,” Freiburg in B., 1887. 

Maine, Sir H. S., “ Ancient Law,” and “Earh History ftf^nstitutions,” 
Lectures XII., XIII. » 

Markby, Sir Wm., “Elements of Law,” Oxford (Clarendon Press), 1889. 

Pollock ,' Sir Frederick, “A First4took of Jurisprudence,” London and 
N.Y., 1896. 

Robertson, E., Article * Law,' Encyclopaedia Britannica. 9th ed. 

Savigny, “Beruf unserer Zeit fiir Gesetzgebung und Rechtswissensclia 
Reprint, Freiburg in B., 1892. * 

Thibaut, Anton F. J., “Ueblr die Nothwendigkeit eines allgemeinen 
biirgerlichen Rechts fiir Deutschland.” New ed. Heidelberg, 1840. 



XV. 


THfc FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT. 


1473. What are the Functions of Government? —The question 
has its owfJ<.difliculties and complexities: it canfeot be answered 
out of hand and by the lis^. as the physiologist might answer the 
question, What are the functions of the heart? In its nature 
government is one, but in its h/e«it is many: there are govern¬ 
ments and governments. When asked, therefore, What are the 
functions of government ? we must ask in return, Of what gov¬ 
ernment ? Different states have different conceptions of their 
duty, and so undertake different thirds. They have had their 
own peculiar origins, their own characteristic histories; circum¬ 
stance has moulded them; necessity, interest, or caprice has 
variously guided them. Some have lingered near those primitjve 
institutions which all once knew and upheld together; others 
have quite forgotten that man ever had a politieal childhood and 
are now old in complex practices of national self-government. 

1474. Tfie Nature of the Question -It is important to notice 

at the outset that this is in one aspect obviously a siffiple questioA 
of fact; and yet there is another phase of it, in which it becomes 
as evidently a question of opinion. Th# distinction is important. 
because over and ovei; again the question of fact ha# been con¬ 
founded w\th that very widely different question, What ought the 
functions of ^overnr^ent to be ? The two fpiestibns should be kept 
entirely separate in treatment.« [Jnder no circumstances may we 
instructively or safely begin with the question of opinion: the 
answer to the question of fact is the indispensable foundation of 
all sound reasoning concerning government, which,is at ftll points 

1 based upon experience rather tli&n upon fcbeor^. l’lie facts of 
government mirror the principles of government in operation. 

612 ' 
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What government doe* must arise from whit government is: and 
tfhat government n, must determine what government ought to do. 

1475. Classification. — It will con tributefto Wearness of thought 
to observe the functions of government Jn two groups, I. (The 
Constituent Functions* II. The Ministmnt* Under the Constitu¬ 
ent I would place that usual category of go- ernmuntal function, 
the protection of li?e, liberty, and property, to other with all 
other functions that are necessary to tiro civic < rganization of 
society,— 1 functions which are not t optional with governments, 
even in the eyes of strictest laissez fairc, — . hich ate indeed the 
very bonds of society. Under the Ministrani I .vould range 
those other functions (such as education, posts anc^elegraphs, 
and the care, say, of forests) which* are undertaken, not by way 
of governing, but by way of advancing the general interests of 
societyj— functions which arg optional, being necessary only 
according to standards of convenience or expediency, and not 
according to standards of existence; functions which assist with¬ 
out constituting social organization. 

1476. Of course this clarification is based primarily upon objective 
and practical distinctions and cannot claim philosophic completeness. 
There may be room for question, too, as to whether some of tho functions 
jvhich I class as Ministrant might not quite a." properly have been consid¬ 
ered Constituent; but I must here simply act upon my own copqJjwiSSs 
without rearguing them, acknowledging by the way that the line of 
demarcation is not always perfectly clear. 

1477. ‘.‘The admitted functions of government,” said Mill, “em¬ 
brace a muc^i wider field then can ea'ihitjte ino'uded within file ring-fence 
.of any restrictive definition, and it is hardly possible to find any ground 
of justificaSon common to them ali, except the comprehensive one of 
general expediency.” 

• 

■*1478. I. The Constituent Functions: 

(1) The keeping of order and profiting for the protection of 
persons and property frop violence and robbery. 

*(2) The fixing of the legal relations between man and.wife and 
between parents and children. 

(3) THe regulation of the holding, transmission, and interchange 
•* of ^ro^erty,«and the determination of its liabilities for# 
debt or fpr crime. 
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(4) The determination of contract rights between individuals. 

(5) The definition alid punishment qf crime. 

(6) The administration of justice 'In civil causes. 

(7) The determination of the political duties, privileges, and 

relations of citizens. * , 

(8) Dealings of the state with foreign potoers: the preservation 

of the state from external danger*'or encroachment and 
the advancement of its international interests. * 

* C • < 

These will all be recognized as functions which are dbnoxious 
not even to the principles of Mr. Spencer, 1 and whick persist 
under every form of go\»rnmei\t. 

1479. it The Ministrant .Functions —It is hardly possible to 
give a complete list of thors functions which I have called Minis¬ 
trant, so various are they under different systems of government. 
The following partial list will suffice, however, for the purposes 
of the present discussion: 

(1) ,The regulation of trade and industry. Under this head I 

would include the coinage of money and the establish¬ 
ment of standard weights and measures, laws against 
forestalling and engrossing, the licensing of trades, etc., 
as well as the great matters of tariffs, navigation laws, 
'*■’ • and the like. 

(2) The regulation of labor. 

(3) The maintenance of jhoroughfares, — including statd man¬ 

agement of railway and that great group; of undertak¬ 
ings which we embrace within the t comprehensive term 
‘Internal Improvements.’ * 

(4) The maintenance of postal and telegraph systems. wRich is • 

very similar in principle to (3). 

(5) The* manufacture and distribution of gas, the maintenance 

of waterworks, etc. 

(6) Sanitation, including the regulation* of trade? for sanitary 

^purposes. 

(7) Education. 

(8) Care of the p6or ^nd incapable. 

r 

1 As set f ort^in his pamphlet, Man versus {he Shale. 
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(9) Care and cultivation of forests and lil?e matters, such as the 

stocking of rivers .with fifjh. 

(10) Sumptuary iaws, such as ‘ prohibiti In * laws, for example. 

1480. These are all functions which,^ in* one shape or another, 
all governments alike {lave undertaken. Changed conceptions of 
the nature and duty <jf the state have arisen, :ss-iing,from changed 
historical conditions, deeply altered historical ei' .unistances; and 
part of th| change which has thus affected the id"a of the state 
has been' a change in the method aftd exteift of the exercise of 
governmental functions; but changed conceptions 1 ave left the 
functions of government in kind the same. Diversities of ■concep¬ 
tion are very mufch more marked than diversities: o£ ps^Tctice. 

1481. The following may be mention^*! among ministrant functions 
not included under any of the foregoing heads, and yet undertaken by 
more than one modern government; the maintenance of savings-banks, 
especially for small sums (e.g., the English postal savings-bank), the 
issuance of loans to fanners, and the maintenance of agricultural institutes 
(as in France), and the establishment of insurance for workingmen (as ,n 
Germany). " 

i 

1482. History of Governmental Function: Province of the An¬ 
cient State. —Notable contrasts both of theory and of practice separ 
rate governments of the ancientvomnipoteut type from governments 
of the modern .constitutional type. The ancient State, sUmiUHg 1 
very near, as it did, in its thought, to that time, still more remote, 
when the State was the Kin, knew nothing of individual rights as 
contrasted with the rights of the sijg|e.* “Tne nation,/of Italy,” 
bhys Mommsen, “ did not merge into thalfbf Rome more completely 
than the single Roman burgess merged in tbe Roman community.” 
And Greece was not a whit behind Rome in the absoluteness with 
which she held the subordination of the individual to the state. 

1483. This thought is strikingly visible in the writings of Plato and 
Aristotle, not only* in witet they say, but also, and even piore, in what 
they do not say. Theoideal Republic of w-neb Plato dreams is to pre¬ 
scribe the whole life of its citizens; but there Is no suggestion that it 
is to be set up under ct^er of any new conception as to wliat the state 
may legjti.hately do, — it is only to make novel experiments in legislation 
under the ole’ conception. And Aristotle’^ objection to the utopian 
projects of his master' 1 is not that they would be socialistic (as we phould 
My), but merely {.hat they would be unwise. -Re does not fear that in 
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such a republic the pAblic power would prove to have been exalted too 
high; but, speaking t4 the policy of the thing, he foresees that tba 
citizens would be pfcoil and unhappy. , The state may do what it will, 
bpt let it be wise in vAiat it does. There is no one among the Greeks 
to deny that it is the ( 'ut^ of the state to make its citizens Jjappy and 
prosperous; nay, to legislate them happy, if legislation may create fair 
skies and a kind fortune ; the only serious quarrel concerns the'question, 
What laws are to be tried to this end ? 

• , t 

1484. Soman Conception of Private Sights. — Koif.an principles, 
though equally extreme, wefe in. Some respects differently cast. 
That superior capacity for the development of law, which mad6 
the Komans singular among Ijjie nations of antiquity, showed 
itself in relpefct of the functions of government m a more distinct 
division between public ard private rights than obtained in the 
polity of the Greek cities. An examination of the conception of 
the state held in Rome reveals fee singular framework' of her 
society. The Roman family did not suffer that complete absorp¬ 
tion into the City which so early overtook the Greek family. 
Private rights were not individual rights, but family rights: and 
family rights did not so much curtail* as supplement the powers 
of the community. The family was an indestructible organ of 
the stale. The father of a family, or the head of a gens, was in a 
sense a member of the official hierarchy of the City, — as the king, 
or liis counterpart the consul, was a greater father.*' There w&s no 
distinction of principle between the power of king or consul and 
the powerof a father; it vgas a mere difference of sphere, % divi¬ 
sion of functions. 

1485. A son was, for instance, in some tilings‘exempt fgorn the author¬ 
ity of the City only because he was in thosg things still subject, because 
his father still lived, to the tiominion of that original state, the family.' 
There was not in Rome that separation of the son from .the family, at 
majority'which characterizes the Greek polity, as if now characterizes 
our own. JThe father contin&ed to be a rule*; an hereditary state officer, 
within the original sphere of the family life, the' large sphere of individual 
privilege and property. 

1486. This essential unity of state and family fpmishes us 
witfi the theoretic, measure of state functions ip Rolne. The 
Ronvan burgess was subordinated, not toithe public authority 
exactly, but rather to the public order , to thq conservative *in« 
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fcegrity of the community. He was subject to a law which 
embodied the steady, unbroken habit of f;he State-family. He 
was not dominated, but merged. 

1487. Powers of the Homan Senate. —*Tlie range of state power 
in ancient times, as a'range broken only by limits of habit and con¬ 
venience, is well illustrated in the elastic functions of the Roman Senate 
during the period of *lhe Republic. With an imbrolo n life which kept 
it conscious of eaory tradition and familiar-with ev.u., precedent.; with 
established standards of tested experience and cautious expediency, it was 
able to’direct the movements of the compact ’>.iety at whose summit it 
‘ sat, as, t,lie brain and consciousness direct the movements of the human 
body; and it is evident from the freedom oi its discussions and the 
frequency of its 1 action upon interests of every kind. v^iejfU'.r of public 
or of private import, that the Roman iflate, s* typified in its Senate, was 
in its several brandies of family, trihi* old City, a single undivided 
whole, and that its prerogatives were limited by nothing save religious 
observance and fixed habit. Of that individual liberty which we cherish 
it knew nothing. (Compare secs. 173, 174.) 

1488. Government the Embodiment of Society. — As little w is 
there in Greek politics any seed of the thought which would 
limit the sphere of governmental action by principles of inalien¬ 
able individual rights. Both in Greek and in Roman conception 
government was as old as society, — was indeed nothing less 
than, the express image and embodiment of society. In. 
ment society lived and moved and had its being. Society and 
government were one, in some such sense as the spirit and 
body of man-are one: it was through go,ernment,.^Ls through 
mouth and e^es and limbs, that snrieSj^realized and gave effect 
to its life.' Society’s prejudices, habits, superstitions, did 
indeed command the actions of government; but only be-ause 
society and government were one, and the same, not because they 
were distinct and the one subordinate to uhe other. In plain 
terms, the functions of >governmenr, had no limits of principle, 
but only certain limita of wont apd con venience, and the object 
of administration was nothing less than to help society jm to all 
its ends: to speed and facilitate all social undertakings. So far as 
full citizens of lie state were concerned, Greek and Roman rflike 
was-what we shtffild e^ll a socialist; though he was too much in the 
world of affairs and had too keen an appreciation of experience, 
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too keen a sense of tlfe sane and possible, to attempt the Utopias 
of which the modern socialist dreams, and with which the ancient 
citizen’s own writefs l.ometimes amused him. He bounded his 
politics by common sejise, and so dispensed with ‘the rights of 
man.’ 

1489 . Feudalism: Functions of Government Functions of Pro¬ 
prietorship. — Individual rights, after haviAg been first heralded 
in the religious world 'by the great voice of Shrigtianity, broke 
into the ancient political woijd in the person of the Tedton. *But 
the new politics which the invader brought with him was not 
destined to establish at once democratic equality: that was a 
work resss^ejjl for the* transformations of th# modem wosld. 
During the Middle Ages, government, as we conceive it, may , 
be said to have suffered eclipse. In the Feudal System the* 
constituent elements of government fell away from each other. 
Society was drawn back to something like its original family 
groups. Conceptions of government narrowed themselves to 
small territorial connections. Men became sovereigns in their 
own right by virtue of owning land in their own right. There 
was no longer any conception of nations or societies as wholes. 
Union there was none, but only interdependence. Allegiance 
bowed, not to law or to fatherhood, but to ownership. The 
Iu*U'.V'vis of government under such a system i^ere simply the 
functions of proprietorship, of command and qbedience: “ I say 
unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, qnd he 
eometh; Vid to my servant,,Do this, and he doath it.” The 
public function of the bilron was to keep peace amfcng his iiegt- 
men, to see that their properties were enjo*y.sd according to the 
custom of the manor (if thq manor had* been suffered to Require, 
custom on any point}, and to fxact fines of them for all privi- 1 
leges, whether of marrying, of coming of age, or o'f making a 
will. The baronial conscience, bred in* cruel, hardening times, 
was the only standard of justice; the batonial power the only 
conclusive test of prerogative. 

1490. This was between baron and Vassal. Between baron 
and baron the only .bond was a nominal commoA allegiance to a 
distant king, who was* himself only a grater* bafon. 'Fe* the 
rest there was no government, but only diplomacy and warfare. 
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Government ljvedf vhes„ it could and as * could, and was for 
tjie most part divided out piecemeal to a thousand petty holders. 
Armed feuds were the usual processes of hjstice. 

1491. The Feudal Monarchy. — The monarchy which grew 
out of the ruins at this disintegrate system concentrated au¬ 
thority .without much changing its charac er. The old idea, 
born of family qjigiis, that government was hut the active au¬ 
thority of’ society* the magistrate but society’s oigan, bound by 
society’s ijnmlmorial laws, had passed utterly : way, and govern^ 
ment had, become the,personal possessing of one man. The 
ruler did not any longer belong to the state; th stale belonged 
tojiim: he was himself the state,*as the rich man ma^ae said to 
be his possessions. The Greek or Reman official w&,S^ielded by 
. the community. Not so the king wKJ '.ad swept together into 
his own lap the powers once broadcast in the feudal system: he 
wielded the community. Government breathed with his breath, 
and it was its function to serve him. The state had become, by 
the processes of the feudal development, his private estate. 

1492. Modem De-socialization of the State. — The reaction from 
such conceptions, slow and for the most part orderly in England, 
sudden and violent, because long forcibly delayed, on the Conti¬ 
nent, was natural, and indeed inevitable. When it came it was 
radical; but it did not swing the political world back to il 

3j ' Jt . 00 

time ideas; it turned it aside rather to new. The ancient man 

’ I 

had had no thought but to live loyally the liie of society; but it 
became the .object of the revolutionist and the demey^at of the 
rew order of sthings to In e his owiT^id. The antique citizen’s 
vitftues were,not individual in their point, of view, but social; 
whereas our virtues are almost entirely individual in their motive, 
social only jn some of their results. 

1493. In'brief, the modern State has beeb largely de f socialized. 
The modern idea is thig: the state "*o longer absorbs the indi¬ 
vidual ; it only serves him. The state, ai it appears ill its organ, 
the government, is the representative of thd individual,, and not 
his representative even .Accept within the definite comirfission of 
constitution's; while for the rest each man makes his own social 
relations. ‘Tliejindmdud for the State! has’been reversed and 
ma$Le to read, ‘The State for the individual.’ 
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1494. More Changes of Conception than 01 rract&e. —Such an 
the divergencies of conception separating modern from ancient poli¬ 
tics, divergencies atPolce deep and far-reaching. Hmy far have 
such changes of thought been accompanied by changes of func¬ 
tion ? By no. means s# fa# as might be expected. Apparently the 
new ideas which have been given prevalence in politics from time 
to time have \iot been able to translate thbinselves into altered 
functions, but only into somewhat curtailed f«.ne£ion^, breeding 
rather a difference gf degre^, than a difference oi kitfd. Even 
under the most liberal of our modern constitutions wq.. still meej: 
government in almost every field of social endeavor. Ouf modem 
life is so -^finitely wid^ and csmplex, it is true* that we may.go 
great distances in any field 6f enterprise without receiving either 
direct aid or direct check*from government; but that is only be¬ 
cause every field of enterprise is vastly big nowadays, not .because 
government is not somewhere in it: and we know that the tend¬ 
ency is for governments to make themselves everywhere more and 
more conspicuously present. We are conscious that we are by 
no means in the same case with the Greek or Roman: the state is 
ours, not we the state’s. But we know at the same time that the 
tasks of the state have not been much diminished. Perhaps we 
may say that the matter stands t^us: what is changed is not the 
L\ .4-"ties of government but only the morals, the. conscience* of 
government. Government may still be doing ) substantially the 
same things as of old; but an altered conception of its responsi¬ 
bility deeJSy modifies the vhyjp which it does them. Social conven¬ 
ience and advancement are still its ultimate standard of conduct, 
just as if it were still itself the omnipotent impersonation of 
society, the master of the f individual ;«but it has adopt^l new 
ideas as to what constitutes social convenience and advancement. 
Its aim is to aid the individual to the fullest and Ifest possible 
realization of his individuality, instead« of merely to the full 
realization of his sociality. Its plan is to create the best and fairest 
opportuvities for the'individual; and it has discovered that the wuy 
to do this is by no 'means itself to undekake the administration 
of Che individual by old-time futile methods of guardianship. 

• 1495. Functions of Gt/Vernment much th£ Samt n6w as' ahrayi. 

T^his is indeed a great and profound change; but it is none .the 



"HE FUNCTIONS OF GOVERNMENT. 621 

I ’ 

less important t > eit hasize the fact that tie functions of govern¬ 
ment are still, v hen catalogued, found to be much the same both 
in number and magnitude that they alwlys? were. Government 
does not stop with the protection of life, liberty, and property, as 
some hive supposed it goes on to servo every oonvenienee of 
society:' Its sphere ii limited only by its own wisdom, alike where 
republican and wherfe absolutist principles prevail. 1 
* 1496. the jitaje’s Relation to Property.* —A very brief examina- 
•tion of tiUe facts suffices <to confirm $ii;. view. Take, for example 
.the stateis relation to ..property, its performance of one of the 
chief of those functions which I have called Constituent. It is 
ia connection with this function <?hat one’of the most^ecided con¬ 
trasts exists between ancient and modern political practice; and 
yet we shall not find ourselves embai; assed to recognize as natura 
the practice of ancient states pouching the right of private prop 
erty. Their theory was extreme, but, outside of Sparta, then 
practice was moderate. 

1497. In Sparta. — Consistent, logical Sparta may serve as th< 
point of departure for our observation. She is the standing clas 
sical type of exaggerated state functions and furnishes the mos' 
extreme example of the antique conception of the relations of th< 
state to property. In the early periods of her history at least 
besyles being/jensor, pedagogue, drill sergeant, and linvinjjfl-pifF^r 
her citizens, she .was also universal landlord. There was a distinei 
reminiscence in her practice of the time when the state was tin 
family, and as such the .sole ownejrjpf property. She-(/as regardec 
hs the original proprietor of all the laid in Laconia, and individ 
ual tenure was locked upon as rather of the nature of a usufruct 
held of the state and at 1 the state’s pleasure than as resting upor 
any complete or indefeasible puivate title. t (Compare sec. 105.) 

1498. Peculiar Situation of tue fjlpartans. — There were in Sparti 
special reasons for the persistence of such a system. Thy Spartans hat 
come into Laconia as<conquerors, apd .he land had first of all been triba 
booty. It had been booty of which the Spartan host as a whole, as i 
state, had had the dividing, and it had been the purpose Of the earlj 
arrangement t f make the division of the land among the Spartan fiyniliei 
as equal ay possible., Nor did the state resign the right of disposition it 
making this first distribution. It remained its primary care to k.eep iti 
citizens, the favored Upartiatoe, upon an equal* footing of fortune, to tht 
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end that they might ra,nain rich in leisure, and so fie the better able to 
live entirely for the service of the state, which .was honorable, to the t 
avoidance of that pursuit of wealth which was dishonorable. The state, 
accordingly, undertook p administer thfe wealth of the country for the 
beftefit of its citizens, \yhen grave inequalities manifested themselves in 
the distribution of estates it did not hesitate J,o resume its proprietary 
rights and effect a reapportionment; no one dreaming, the while, of call¬ 
ing its action confiscation. It took various mea*3 foj accomplishing its 
ends. It compelled rich heiresses to marry men without patrimony; and 
it grafted the poor citizen upon a good estate by meank of prescribed 
adoption. No landed estate coul'l be aljenatdil either by sale ortestament 
from the family to which the state had assigned'it unless express legislative 
leave were given. In brief, in respect of his property the citizen was both 
ward anddenant of the state. 

• 

1499. Decay of the SysteM. — As the Spartan state decayed this 
whole system was sapped. Estates became grossly unequal, as 
did also political privileges even among the favored Spartiatui. 
But these changes were due to the decadence of Spartan power 
and to the degeneration of her political fibre in days of waning 
fortund, not to any conscious or deliberate surrender by the state 
of its prerogatives as owner, guardiati, and trustee. She had 
grown old and lax simply; she had not changed her mind. 

1500. In Athens. — When we turn to Athens we experience a 
'j$A change in the political atmosphere, though the Athenians 

hold much the same abstract conception of the state. Here men 
breathe more freely and enjoy the fruits of their labor, vyliere 
labor is wi^out reproach, with less restraint. Even in Athens 
there remain distinct tracec, nevertheless, of the family duties ofi 
the state. She too, like Sparta, felt bound to» dispose.properly of 
eligible heiresses. She did not hesitate tp punish with heavy for¬ 
feiture of right ( atimia ) those who Squandered their property in- 
dissolute living. The f re was as little limit in Athens as ib 
Sparta to the theoretical prerogatives ofj the ipublie authority. 
The freedom'of the' citizen was a freedom of indulgence rather 
than of right: he was free becatise the state refrained, — as a 
privileged'child, nob as a sovereign untkr Rousseau’s Law of 
Natuce. 

f 1501. In Rome. — What we shift our viemto repdb&can' Rqme 
we do'not find a simple city omnipotence like that of Greece, pi 
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which all private rights are sunk. The ^primal constituents of 
the city yet abide in'shapes something likeltheir original. Roman 
society consists of a seriesbf interdependent links: the family 1 
the gem, the city. The aggregate, not flip fusion, of these nlakes 
up whaf we should call the ktato. But th# state, scr made up, was 
omnipotent, through'one or other of it organs, over the indi¬ 
vidual. Property wlis not private in tin souse of being individ¬ 
ual; it vested !h the family, which whs, >i< this as in other 
respects,*an organ of thef statg. Pjyperty v$as not conceived of as 
.state property, because *t had remained ! he undivided property of 
the family. The father, as a ruler in the ir.memorial hierarchy 
of the government, was all-powerful trustee of the ferity estates; 
individual ownership there was non?. 

1502. Under Modern Governments! — We with some justice 
felicitate ourselves that to this omnipotence of the ancient state 
in its relations to property the practice of our own governments 
offers the most pronounced contrasts. But the point of greatest 
interest for us in the present connection is this, that thesi con¬ 
trasts are contrasts of policy, not of povjer. To what lengths it 
will go in regulating property rights is for each government a 
question of principle, which it must puff to its own conscience, 
and which, if it be wise, it will debate in the light of political 
history: but*every government must regulate prope^f*.* ! %JW“ 
way. or another :vui may regulate it as much as it pleases. If the 
ancient state was regarded as the ultimate owner, the modern 
state is regarded as the ultimat^heir of all estates. Failing 
Either claimants, property escheats to the state. If the modern 
state does i»t assume, like the ancient, to administer their prop¬ 
erty upon occasion for competent adglts, it does administer their 
property upon occasion foj^I»u»tics and ^minors. The ancient 
slate controlled slaves and slave: y. The modern state has been 
quite as absolute it*has abolish Ifi slaves and slavery. The 
modern state, no less! than the # agioh nt, sets rules and limitations 
tb inheritance and bequest. Most of the more extreme*and hurt¬ 
ful interferences with fights of private ownership government has 
abandoned, on^f may suspect, rather because.of difficulties o? ad¬ 
ministration thin because of difficulties Sf conscience. It is of the* 
nature of the staje to regulate property rights; it is of the policy 
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of the state to regulatl them more or less. Administrators must' 
regard this as one of the Constituent functions of political society* 
t 1503. The State ftnq Political Sights. — Similar conclusions 
may he drawn from a consideration of the contrasts which exist 
in the field of Ahat other Constituent function which concerns the 
determination of political rights, — the ccmtrasts between the 
status of the cifizen in the ancient state and ttie status of the citi¬ 
zen in the modern state.* Here also the contrastfasjbetvfeen state 
and state, is not one of povjer, but on« of principle dnd habit 
rather. Modern states have often limited,as narrowly a# did the. 
ancient the enjoyment of those political privileges wKich we 
group unfts£ the word * Franchise. They, too, as "well as the 
ancient stated; have admitted slavery into their systems; they 
top have commanded theft subjects without moderation aDd 
fleeced them without compunction,, But for all they have been 
so omnipotent, and when they chose so tyrannical, they have 
seldom insisted upon so complete and unreserved a service of the 
state by the citizen as was habitual to the political practice of 
both the Greek and the Roman worlds. The Greek and the 
Roman belonged each to his state in a quite absolute sense. He 
was his own in nothing as against the claims of his city upon 
him: he freely acknowledged all his privileges to b^ but conces- 
his mother, the commonwealth. Thpse privilf^es 
accrued to him through law, as do ours; but ( law was to him 
simply the will of the organic community; never, as we Jmow 
it in our constitutions, a rdstr^int upon the will of the organic 
community. He knew n« principles of liberty save only thos» 
which custom had built up: which inhered, not in the nature of 
things, not in abstract individuality, but^.n the history of affairs, 
in concrete practice. His principles were all precedents. Never* 
theless, however radically different its doctrines, the ancient state 
was not a whit more completely master tfuching laws of citizen¬ 
ship than thb state bf to-day is. ; 

1504. A* Regards ‘ the State’s Ministrant Fonctiohs. — Of the 
Ministranl, no less than of the Constituent functions, the same 
statement may be jnade, that practically the htate* has been 
i relieved of very little duty by alteratioris of* politicah thedryi. It 
is natural enough that in the field of the Constituent functiqjas 
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the state shoal<5 Wve society now as always; in this field of the 
•Ministrant fum turns one would expect the state to be less active 
now than formerly. But there is in fact io*such difference: gov-> 
eminent does nooi whatever experience permits or the times demand; 
and thdugh it does ijot dcf exactly the same things it still does 
substantially the sanfe kind of things that the ancient state did. 
It will conduce to clearness if I set forth, my Illustrations of this 
in the orfler gf tSe list of Ministrant function* which I have given 
(sec. 147®). 

. 1505. *(1) The State .in Relation to Trade. — All nations have 
habitually regulated trade and commerce. In '.ne most remote 
periods of whieh history has retained ahy reuollectigtr the regu¬ 
lation of trade and commerce was tmeessary to iM existence of 
government. The only way in wliifli communities which were 
then seeking to build up a (Jotninant power could preserve an 
independent existence and woik out an individual development 
was to draw apart to an absolutely separate life. Commerce 
meant contact; contact meant contamination: the only w vy in 
which to develop character and achieve cohesion was t5 avoid 
intercourse. In the classical states this stage is passed and 
trade and commerce are regulated for much the same reasons 
that induce»modern states tq regulate them, in order, that is, to 
secure commercial advantage as against competitors or i,o**jStew-- 
to serve the fiscal needs of the state. Athens and Sparta and 
Korn*:, too, regulated the com trade for the purpose of securing 
for their ’citizens full store of food. In the Mid^fe Ages the 
•feuds and Highway brigandage of peflly lords loaded commerce 
with fetter* of the? most harassing sort, except where the free 
citieg could by militant combination keep open to it an nnhin- 
’dered passage to and fro bgJjjjgen the great marts of North and 
South. As the mediaeval stater emerue into modem times we 
find trade and ccdnmewse handled b> statesmen as freely as ever, 
but according to the Reasoned polity of the nJereantflist thinkers; 
and in our* own days according to still ’other conceptions of 
national advantage. 

1506.’ (2) Ae State in. Relation to Labor. — Labor, tod, has 
always beef! r^ulat%d by the state. By Greek and Roman th<^ 
labor of the handicrafts and of agriculture, all manual toil 
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indeed, was for the mobt part given to slaves to /to; ^nd of course 
law regulated the slaw?. In the Middle Ages the labor which* 
t was not agricultural un)l held itf bondage to feudal masters was 
in the cities, where it was rigidly ordered by the complex rules 
of the guild system, as c We|e trade also and almost all other like 
forms of making a livelihood. Where, as in England, labor.iu part 
escaped from the hard service of the feudal teSureJthe state stepped 
in with its persistent “.statutes of laborers” and fought to tig 
the workman to one habitation and to o^e rate of wage*?. ‘ The 
rustic must stay wher& he is and must receive only so nyich pay,’ 
was its command. Apparently, however, all past regulation of 
labor was«^nit timid and elementary as compared with the labor 
legislation aKht to be tried by the governments of our own day. 
The birth and developments of the modern industrial system has 
changed every aspect of the matter; and this fact reveals the 
true character of the part which the state plays in the case. The 
rule would seem to be that in proportion as the world’s industries 
grow must the state advance in its efforts to assist the industrious 
to advantageous relations with each other. The tendency to 
regulate labor rigorously and minutely* is as strong in England, 
where the state is considered the agent of the citizen, as it was 
in Athens, where the citizen was deemed the child aryl tool of the 
V -Kirtfcjt?d where the workman was a slave. f ( 1 

1507. "' (3) Regulation of Corporations. — The regulation of 
corporations is but one side of the modern regulation of t^e in¬ 
dustrial sy&^m, and is a function added to the antique list of 
governmental tasks. 

1508. (4) The State and Public Works. —TJie maintenance of 
thoroughfares may be said to have begun.witli permanent enjpire, 
that is to say, for Europe, with the Romans. Eor tlip Romans,- 
indeed, it vijas first a mhtter of moving armies, only secondarily *a 
means of serving commerce. 1 ; whereas w^tli us the highway is 
above all thifigs else an artery of trade, and armies use it only 
when commerce stands still at t*k£ sound of drum atod trumpet 
The building of roads may therefore be Mid to have begun by 
being a Constituent function and to have ended toy becoming a 
^Ministrant function 'of government. But the sam* is*not truf of 
other‘public works, of the Roman aqueducts and theatres, ayd 
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baths, and 06 iruWem internal improvements. They, as much as 
•the Roman tax on'old bachelors, are pa|ts, not of a scheme of ■ 
governing, but or plans for the advancemontfof other social aims,*, 
— for the administration of society. Because in her conception 
the coiftmunity as a yhole vas the only individual, Rome thrust 
out as-of course hef magnificent roads ’ , every quarter of her 
vast territory, oensifiered no distances 1 ,>o gr< at to be traversed 
by her tow^rirfc aqueducts, deemed it*her u tty to clear river 
courses,And facilitate Vrj* every me|ps both 1 er commerce and her 
. arms, And the modern state, though 1 -lding a deeply modified 
conception of the relations of government to society, still follows 
»like practice.* If in most instances out great iron Ij^ghways are 
left to private management, it is*opener for raisons of con¬ 
venience than for reasons of conscience. 

1509. (5) Administration gf the Conveniences of Society.— 
Similar considerations apply ih the case of that modern instru¬ 
mentality, the public letter-post, in the case of the still more 
modern manufacture of gas, and in the case of the most n- idem 
telegraph. The modern no less than the ancient government 
unhesitatingly takes a hand in administering the conveniences 
of society. 

1510. ( 6 ). Sanitation. — Mqdern governments, like the govem- 
i^ept of Romg, maintain sanitation by means of police jji fyjtfiV.'t.?. 
of baths, tavcrnj, and houses of ill fame, as well as by drainage; 
and to these they add hospital relief, water supply, quarantine, 
and a score »f other me..,ns. 

■ 1511. (Tf Public Education. —' >ui "modern systems of public 
education are moat? thorough than the ancient, notwithstanding 
the &ct that we regard*the individual as something other than a 
•mere servant of the state, agjj^gflucate him first of all for himself. 
* 1512. ( 8 ) Sumptuary Laws. — In sumptuary laws ancient states 
of course far outvan modern pwtiA. Modern states have fore¬ 
gone most attempts to make citizen i virtuofis or ffugal by law. 
Cut even wS have our prohibition enactments; and we; have had 
our fines for swearing? * 

1513.* Sumtffery —Apparently it is safe fco say with regard to 
th«*fuhcti<A.s #f government taken as % whole that, even as be* 
tween ancient and modem states, uniformities of practice fax out- 
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number diversities of practice. One may justly fconelude, not in- 
• deed that the restraint# which modern states pur upon themselves# 
#are of little consequence, or that*alte«ed political conceptions are 
not of the greatest moment in determining important questions 
of government and ev#n the whole 'advance of the rate; but 
that it is rather by gaining practical wisdom, rather by long, 
processes of historical experience, that states modify their prac¬ 
tices. New theories arep subsequent to new experiences." 
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1514. 'Character of the Subject. — Political interest and con- 
treversy centre nowhere more acutely thafl in the que$$jen, What 
are the proper objects of government? This is onW>f those dif¬ 
ficult questions upon which it is possible for many sharply 
opposed views to be held apparently with almost equal weight 
of reason. Its central difficulty is this, that it is a question 
which can be answered, if answered at all, only by the aid of a 
broad and careful wisdom whose conclusions are based upon 'he 
widest possible inductions from the facts of political expifrience 
in all its phases. Such w’sdom is quite beyond the capacity of 
most thinkers and actors in the field of politics; and the conse¬ 
quence has been that this question, perhaps more than any other 
in^lpe whole sgope of political science, has provoked great,y?ftr ; "„' 
of doctrine. , 

15U>.. The Extreme Views held. — What part shall govern¬ 
ment play in*ho affairs of society ? —*tl „t is the qu^jfion which 
has been th^gauge of controversial cattle. What ought th« func¬ 
tions of government 0 he ? On the one hand there are extremists 
.who §ry constantly to government, * Hands off,’ ‘laissez faire,’ 

’ ‘'laissez pavier,’ who look uggjj^every act of government which 
is*not merely an act of police with jealousy; who regard govern¬ 
ment as necessary^ buttes a necesraiV evil; and who would have 
government holdback'.from everything which'could By any possi¬ 
bility be accomplished by individual initiative and endeavor. On 
the othe” hand, there €re those who, with <5pial extremeness of 
view in the opposite direction, would have,society lean fondly 
upotf goveriftnelt foUguidance and assistance in every affair of, 
life; -who, captivated by some glimpse of public power and bfenefi- 

• 629 _ 
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cence caught in the pages of ancient or raediamfel historian, or by 
some dream of cooperative endeavor jcunnifig.y imagined by tHfe 
great fathers of Socialism, believe tiiat the state can be made a 
wise foster mother to every member of the family politic. Be¬ 
tween these two extmnesr, again, thdre ar§ all grades, all shades 
and colors, all degrees of enmity or of partiality to state action. 

1516. Historical Foundation for Opposite Views.— Enmity to 
exaggerated state action, even a keen desire t <f k*fp that action 
down to its lowest possible,terms, is oasily # furnishe#.with im¬ 
pressive justification. It must unreservedly be admitted that 
history abounds with warnings of no uncertain sort against in¬ 
dulging tine state with* a too great liberty of interference with 
the life ancF vork of its citizens. Much as there is that is at¬ 
tractive in the political *ife of the city states of Greece and 
Rome, in which the public power,was suffered to be omnipotent, 
— their splendid public spirit, th'eir incomparable organic whole¬ 
ness, their fine play of rival talents, serving both the common 
thought and the common action, their variety, their conception of 
public* virtue,—there is also much to blame, — their too wanton 
invasion of that privacy of the individual life in which alone 
family virtue can dwfcll secure, their callous tyranny over mi¬ 
norities in matters which might, have been left «to individual 

*^.4wa^their sacrifice of personal independence fjpr the sake of 
public solidarity, their hasty average judgments, their too .confi¬ 
dent trust in the public voice. They, it is true, could not have 
had the individual liberty wjfich we cherish without breaking 
violently with their owff lustory, with the necesskry order c tl 
their development; but neither can we, on 'the other hand, imi¬ 
tate them without an equally violent departure from ouf own. 
normal development and a reversion to the now too primitive 
methods of their pocket republics. 

1517. Unquestionable as^it is that nrodiselal history affords 
many seductive examples of an absence t >f grinding, heartless 
competition and a strength of mutual interdependence, confidence, 
and helpfulness between class and class sfich as the modern econ¬ 
omitt may be pardoned for wishing to see revived; Und true 

.though it be that the •history of Prussia undir tome' off the 
greater Hohenzollern, gives at least colorable justification to the 
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opinion that stwh lint. .fe/once may under nlany circumstances be 
kill of benefit for’the i mins trial upbuilding of a state, it must, on 
the other .hand, be remembered that neithei* the feudal system, 
nor the mediaeval guild system, nor the paternalism of Frederic 
the GresCt can be rehabilitate®, now that iheViinete<*nth centurv has 
wrought its revolutions in industry, in chi mh, ai d in state; and 
that, even if these grtat systems of the p-,.r.t conId toe revived, we 
should b^ sorely puzzled to reinstate their ble dngs without re¬ 
storing a,tithe same*time* their acknowledged evils. No student 
of history can wisely censure those wi.c protest against state 
paternalism. 

•1518. The State a Beneficent* and fndispensablqoOrgan of 
Society. — It by no means follows, nevm theless, tliaf because the 
i state may unwisely interfere in the 'life of the individual, it 
must be pronounced in itself, and by nature a necessary evil. 
It is no more an evil than is ’society itself. It is the organic 
body of society: without it society would be hardly more tnan 
a mere abstraction. If the name had not been restricted : o a 
single, narrow, extreme, and radically mistaken class of thinkers, 
we ought all to regard ourselves and to act as socialists, believers 
in the wholesomeness and beneficence ol the body politic. If 
the history 4 >f society proves, anything, it proves the absolute 
ndtiifalness of, government, its rootage in the nature oijps*,Vi*r.- 
origin in kinship^ and its identification with all that makes man 
superior to the brute creation. Individually man is but poorly 
equipped to dominate other animals: his lordship eoijils by com¬ 
bination, his*streugth is eoneeited strength, his sovereignty is the 
sovereignty of union*. Outside of society man’s mind can avail 
him lj^tle as an instrument of supremacy ; and government', is the 
visible form of society. If society itself be not an evil, neither 
suVely is government an evil, for government is the indispensable 
organ of society. « *> 

1519. Every means, therefore, by \ 'hich sbciety inay be per¬ 
fected through the instrumentality of government, evejy means 
by which individual rights can be fitly adjusted and harmonized 
with public duldes, by wliicl} individual self-development may be 
mack at onJe’tb sewye and to supplement social development, , 
ought certainly to be diligently sought, and, when found, sedu- 
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lously fostered by eveVy friend of society. Su<fc i»the socialism 
to which every true l^ver of his kind, ought vo adhere with the 
. full grip of every ndble affection thafe is in him. . 

1520. Socialism and the Modern Industrial Organization. —It 
is possible indeed, to Understand, ami evep in a measure to sym¬ 
pathize with, the enthusiasm of those special classes of agitators 
whom we havb dubbed with the too great tiame of * Socialists.’ 
The schemes of social reform and regeneration w^ich “they sup¬ 
port with so much ardor, however mista 1 en they may t>,e, — and 
surely most of them are mistaken enough, to provoke thf laughter 
Df children, — have the right end in view: they seek to bring the 
individuaKyith his special interests, personal «io himself, into 
complete harmony with society with its general interests, common 
to all. Their method is always some sort of cooperation, meant 
to perfect mutual helpfulness. T^hey speak, too, a revolt from 
selfish, misguided individual ism;’and certainly modern individu¬ 
alism has much about it that is hateful, too hateful to last. The 
modern industrial organization has so distorted competition as 
Bometfmes to put it into the power of some to tyrannize over 
many, as to enable the rich and the strong to combine against the 
poor and the weak. It has given a woful material meaning to 
that spiritual law that “ to him that hath shall be given, and from 

TiiWi tJiflt hath not shall be taken away even th^. little th^jt'he 
seemeth to have.” 1 It has magnified that seUj-interest which is 
grasping selfishness and has thrust out love and compassion not 
only, but^ee competition*in^part, as well. Surely it would be 
better, exclaims the Socialist, altogether to stamp out- competitio* 
by making all men equally subject to the public order, to an im¬ 
perative law of social co&peratiou! But the Socialist mistakes: 
it is not competition that kills, Jpit unfair competition, the pre¬ 
tence and form of it where the substance and reality of it canribt 
exist. 

1521. A Middle Ground. — And there is ai middle ground. The 
schemes jvhich- Socialists have proposed society canribt accept and 
live; and* no schema which involves the tomplete control of the 
individual by government can lie deviled which diHers Jr6m. theirs 

, very much for the better? A truer doctfine/nusttbe found, which 

e 

i Compare F. A. Walkiy’s Political Econiimy (Advanced Course), sec. 
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gives wide freedoJi the individual for his*self-development and 
yet guards that syeedom against the competition that kills, and 
reduces the antagonism between selfdevelbpment and social 
development to a minimum. And such a doctrine can be formu¬ 
lated, siAely, without fyio grftat vaguenoss.*» • 

1522. - The Objects cf Society the Objects d Government. — Gov¬ 
ernment, as I have sffldd, is the organ of -oeietv, Its only potent 
and univdtsal»in.%rument: its objects mtftt be the objects of so¬ 
ciety. 'NJthat, then,‘are the objects ^f society “ What is society? 
It is an organic assoeiauyv of individuals r mutual aid. Mutual 
aid to what ? To self-development. The hop-, of society lies in 
an infinite individual variety, in the freed, possible of indi¬ 
vidual forces: only in that can it find -hat wealffl of resource 
■ which constitutes civilization, with all its appliances for satisfying 
human -wants and mitigating hyman sufferings, all its incitements 
to thought and spurs to action. IV should be the end of government 
to assist in accomplishing the objects of organized society. There 
must be constant : ’ justments of governmental assistance to • no 
needs of a changing soeial and industrial organization. Not license 
of interference on the part of government, but only strength, and 
adaptation of regulation. The regulation iftiat I mean is not inter¬ 
ference: it is.the equalization pf conditions, so far as possible, in 
all'byanches of,endeavor; and the equalization of conditijjpr 
very opposite of ipterferenee. 

1523: Every rule of development is a rule of adaptatjpn, a rule 
for meeting - ' the eircumsta nces of the case ; but the circumstances 
Of the case, it must be remembered, are hot, so far as government 
is concerned? the ciPcumstances of any individual ease, but the 
circumstances of society's case, the general conditions of social 
organization. The case forjjeflipty stands thus: the individual 
mfist be assured the best means, the best nnl fullest opportunities, 
for complete self-ctevelcpment: in nGu> r her way can society itself 
gain variety and strength. But pne c f the most indispensable 
conditions of’opportunity for self-development government alone, 
society’s controlling oi^an, can supply. Alfcombinations which 
necessarily create monopoly, .which necessarily put and keejtf in¬ 
dispensable ’VueJfns oA industrial or social development in the 
hands of a few, and those few, not the fe^v selected by society 
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itself, but tlie few selected by arbitrary fortuile, Must be unde* 
either the direct or th^ indirect control of society. To society alone 
can the power of dominating by combination belong. . It cannot 
suffer any of its members to enjoy such a power for their own pri¬ 
vate gain inckipendency of its own strict regulation or oversight. 

1524. Hatural Monopolies. — It is quite possible to distinguish 
natural monopolies from other classes of undertakings; their dis¬ 
tinctive marks are thus enumerated by Sir T.*H*,Eafrer in his 
excellent little volume on Thf. State in Us Relation to Tiqrfe which 
forms one of the well-known English Citizen series: 1 <* 

“ 1. What they supply is a necessary,” a necessary, that is, to 
life, like "Skater, or a necessary* to industrial action, like railroad 
transportation. 

“2. They occupy peculiarly favored spots or lines of land.” 
Here again the best illustration, is afforded by railroads or by 
telegraph lines, by water-works, fete. 

“3. The article or convenience they supply is used at the place 
and in connection with the plant or machinery by which it is sup¬ 
plied *; that is to say, at the favored spots or along the favored 
lines of land. * 

“ 4. This article or Convenience can in general be largely, if not 
indefinitely increased, without proportionate increase in plant and 
C; that is to say, the initial outlay having J>een madq. the 
favored spot or line of land having been occupied, every subse¬ 


quent increase of business will increase profits because it will not 
proportionately, or anything Jike proportionately,* increase the 
outlay for services or machinery needed. Those with are outsidfc 


of the established business, therefore, are upofoan equality of com¬ 


petition neither as regards ayailable spots or lines of land *or as 
regards opportunities to secure Ijjvdness in a competition of rates. 

“ 5. Certain and harmonious arrangement, which can only be 
attained by unity, are paAmount considerations.” Wide and 
systematic organization is necessary. ; 

V * * ' * , 

1626» f Such enterprises invariably give to a limited number of persons 

the opportunity to command certain necessaries of life, of comfort, or of 
industrial success ggainst their fellow-countrymen Aid for “their own 

> 1 F. 71. Sir Thomas Farrer is Permanent Secretary oAthe'linglish hoard 

of Trade (sec. 87«). 
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advantage. Ojice ^stnblished i;i any field, there^can be no real competi- 
# tion between tli'U 314. those who would afterwards enter that field. No 
agency should be .-.uttered to have auch control except a public agency 
which may be compelled by pufllic opinion to act without selfish narrow, 
ness, upon perfectly equal conditions as towards all, or some agency iffroa 
which tlie government mpy keej) a strong hold o» regulation. 

, * » 

1526. Control not necessarily Administration. - - Society can by 
no, means ■*affofd to allow the use for private g,.m and without 
regulation*of undertakings necessary to its < \vn healthful and 
efficient operation and y qt of a sort to exci cfe equality in compe¬ 
tition. Experience has proved that the self-inte.est «f those who 
haye controlled such undertaking# for private gain is ««t coinci¬ 
dent with the public interest: even eulightendd selfVhterest may 
,often discover means of illicit pecuniary advantage in unjust dis¬ 
criminations between individuals in the use of such instrumentali¬ 
ties. But the proposition that the government should control 
such dominating organizations of capital may by no means be 
wrested to mean by any necessary implication that the govemme .1 
should itself administer those instrumentalities of economic ifetion 
•which cannot be used except as monopolies. In such cases, as Sir 
T. H. Farrer says, “ ther<* are two great alternatives. (1) Owner¬ 
ship and management by private enterprise and capital under 
regulation by the state. (2) Ownership and management by Gov¬ 
ernment, central or local.” Government regulation may in most 
cases spffice. Indeed, such are the difficulties in the way of estab¬ 
lishing and maintaining ca- eful business m .nagement yn the part 
of> government, that control ought to be preferred to direct admin¬ 
istration in as many'cases as possible, — in every case in which 
control without administration can be made effectual. 

. 1527. Equalization of Comgetjfion. —There are some things 

outside the field of natural monopolies in wlich individual action 
cannot secure equalization of the con widens of competition; and 
in these also, as in the;regulation of m< lopoliSs, the 'practice of 
governments, bf our own as well'as of others,'has bten decisively 
on the side of governmental regulation. By forbidding child 
labor, by supervising the sanitary conditions olfactories, by limit¬ 
ing t^»e ‘employment qf Women in occupations hurtful to their 
heajth, by instituting official .tests of the purity or the quality of 
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goods sold, by limiting hours of labor in certaiii trades, by a hun« 
dred and one limitations of the power of unscrupulous or heartless 
men to out-do the Scrupulous and merciful in trade or industry, 
government has assisted equity. Those who would act in mod¬ 
eration and good commence in case^ wherp moderation 'and good 
conscience, if indulged, require an increased outlay of money, in 
better ventildted buildings, in greater cart as «to the quality of 
goods, etc., cannot be*expected to act upon Iheip pftnciples»so 
long as more grinding conditions for labor or a more unscrupulous 
use of the opportunities of trade secure to the unconswentious an 
unquestionable and sometimes even a permanent advantage; they 
have oniy.the choice o! denying their consciences or retiring from 
business, hi scores of such cases government has intervened and, 
will intervene; but by wky, not of interference, by way, rather,* 
of making competition equal between those who would rightfully 
conduct enterprise and those who basely conduct it. It is in this 
way that society protects itself against permanent injury and 
deterioration, and secures healthful equality of opportunity for 
self-development. 

1528. Society greater than Government. — Society, it must al¬ 

ways be remembered,"is vastly bigger and more important than 
its instrument, Government. Government should-serve Society, 
by l 'no 4peans rule or dominate it. Government’ should lyiS* be 
made an end in itself; it is a means only, —a .means to be, freely 
adapted £o advance the best interests of the social organism* The 
State existp for the sake of gociety, not Society for the sake of 
the State. * 

1529. Natural Limits to State Action. -^And that there are 
natural and imperative limits to state action no one who seriously 
studies the structure of society^an doubt. The limit of state 
functions* is the limit of necessary cooperation bn the part of So¬ 
ciety as a whole, the limit'fteyond whicb’ l such ,, combination ceases 
to be imperative for the pub,lie good and becomes merely con¬ 
venient, for industrial or social enterprise. CoSperation is neces¬ 
sary in the sense ‘here intended when il is indispensable to the 
equalization of the conditions of endeavor, indispensable to the 
maintenance of unifonA rules of individual ri&htsf and relation¬ 
ships, indispensable, because to omit it would inevitably be to 
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hamper or degrade ^ome for the advancement of others in the 
>scale of wealth . Wt social standing. 

1530. .There are relations in ^liich men "invariably have need 
of each other, in wfhieh universal cooperation is the indispensa¬ 
ble condition of even tolerable exist%nc?« Only some universal 
authority can make opportunities equal a; between man and man. 
The divisions of lalnor and the combinations of commerce may for 
(he mosi) pa# bfe left to contract, to fvee»indmuual arrangement, 
but thqiqualization of -the conditions which affect all alike may 
no morejae left to individual initiative Jaan may the organiza¬ 
tion of government itself. Churches, clubs, corporations, frater¬ 
nities, guilds, partnerships, unions, haVC for their eflds one or 
another special enterprise for the development of'iB.an’s spiritual 
or material well-being: they are all if ore or less advisable. But 
the family and the state have as their end a general enterprise 
for the betterment and equalization of the conditions of individual 
development: they are indispensable. 

1531. The point at which public combination ceases to be 
imperative is not susceptible of clear indication in ‘general 
terms; but it is not on tlfat account indistinct. The bounds of 
family association are not indistinct because they are marked 
only by the- immaturity of the young and by the parental and 
filial affections, — things not all of which are defined yj thelaw. 
The rule that the state should do nothing which is equally pos¬ 
sible under equitable conditions to optional associations is a 
sufficiently clear line of distinction” be u ween governments and 
corporation^. Those who regard the state as an optional, conven¬ 
tional union simp 1 /, a mere partnership, open wide the doors to 
the worst forms of socia’ism. Unless the state has a natuio which 
•is quite c 1 early defined byjh,at invariable, universal, immutable 
mutual interdependence which runs be-und the family relations 
and cannot be satisfied- by family ties, we have absolutely no cri¬ 
terion by which we Can limit, except arbitrarily, the activities of 
the state. The criterion supplied by the native necessity of state 
relations, on the other hand, banishes such license of state action. 

1532. The state, for instance, ought not to supervise private morals 
because they oelongbo the sphere of separate individual responsibility,' 
: not to the sphere of mutual'dependence. Thought and conscience art 
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private. Opinion is optional. The state may intervJie only where com¬ 
mon action, uniform latv are indispensable. Whatever is merely con-* 
venient is optional, ai d therefore hot an Affair for [he state. Churches 
are t spiritually convenient; joint-stock companies are capitalistically con¬ 
venient ; but when the styte constitutes itself a church or a mere business 
association it institutes ft nnfnopoly no better than others. It should do 
nothing which is not in any case both indispensaSle to social or industrial 
life and necessarily monopolistic. 

1633. The Family and the S{ate. — It i» the proper object of the 
family to mould the individual, to form him in the perkd of im¬ 
maturity in the faiths of religion and in the practice of morality 
and obediftsce. This period of* subordination ovfsr, he is called 
out into an Vidependent, sdlf-directive activity. The ties of 
family affection still bind *nim, but they bind him with silken, 
not with iron bonds. He has left ljis ‘ minority ’ and reached his 
< majority.’ It is the proper object of the state to give leave to 
his individuality, in order that that individuality may add its 
quota of variety to the sum of national activity Family disci¬ 
pline is* variable, selective, formative: it must lead the individual. 
But the state must not lead. It must create conditions, but not 
mould individuals. ItS discipline must be invariable, uniform, 
impersonal. Family methods rest, upon individual inequality, 
state metfcods upon individual equality. Family order rests upoh 
tutelage, state order upon franchise, upon privilege. , 

1534. TJ^e State and Education. — In one field the state would 
seem at first^sight to usurp the/amily function, the field, namely, 
of education. But such is not in reality the case. Education i# 
the proper office of the state for two reasons, \»th of which come 
within the principles we have.been dismissing. Popular education 
is necessary for the preservation odadhpse conditions of freedom,' 
political and social, which are indispensable to free individual 
development.^ And, t ; n the ^cond place, fib instrumentality less 
universal in its power and authority than government can secure 
popular e^ucatibn. In brief, in order to secure popular educatiort 
the action of society as a whole is necessar^; and popular educa¬ 
tion fs indispensablq«to that equalization of the conditions of per¬ 
sonal development which we have taken to Jue till proper object 
ef society. * Without po pular education, moreover, no government 
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which rests upon popular action can long endure: the people must 
be schooled in sh i knowledge, and if possible in the virtues, upon • 
which the maintenance ant^ success of free*institutions depend*, 
No free government can last in health if it lose hold of the tradi¬ 
tions of*its history, and in die public sgliohjs these traditions may 
be and should be sedulously preserved, car-fully replanted in the 
thought and consciousness of each successive genefetion. 

. 1535. flistjjrioal Conditions of Governmental Action. — What¬ 
ever viej'it be taken in eiy;h particular case of the rightfulness or 
.advisability of state regulation and contr. ' trie rule there is which 
may not be departed from under any circurnrancos, and that is 
the rule of historical continuity* In politics nothing radically 
novel may safely be attempted. N» res.-It of valflfe can ever be 
reached in politics except through rloft and gradual development, 
the careful adaptations and nice modifications of growth. Noth¬ 
ing may be done by leaps. Vore than that, each people, each 
nation, must live upon the lines of its own experience. Nations 
are no more capable of borrowing experience than individuals u-e. 
The histories of other peoples may furnish us with light, llht they 
cannot furnish us with conditions of action. Every nation must 
constantly keep in tom h with it,-- past; itecannot run towards its 
ends around .sharp corners. • 

*1§36. Summary. —This, then, is the sum of 'he whole master: 
the end of government is the facilitation of the objects^f society. 
The j:ule of governmental action is necessary cooperation. The 
method of 'political development is cdhse vative adaptation, shap¬ 
ing old hatSts into new ones, modifying old means A accomplish 
new ends. 




